
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

1812 North Highland Avenue                                             727-446-5026 

Clearwater, Florida  33755                                    office@GraceCLW.com 

Ministers:  The People of Grace Lutheran Church        Pastor: Rev. Jefferson Cox 



Welcome! Moses tells the Israelites that they are called to be a priestly kingdom and a 

holy people. Jesus sends out the disciples as laborers into the harvest. In baptism we too 

are anointed for ministry, sharing God’s compassion with our needy world. From the 

Lord’s table we go forth to proclaim the good news, to heal the sick, and to share our 

bread with the hungry.   

This is a special bulletin for Grace Lutheran Church. We have closed the Sanctuary to 

the general public amidst the COVID-19 pandemic. This bulletin is designed to be used 

at home by anyone who is baptized serving as the Worship Leader. If you use this 

bulletin for worship, either by itself or alongside our service on YouTube, please fill out 

the Attendance Record Form on our website: GraceCLW.com 
         

SERVICE OF THE WORD  
 

CONFESSION OF SIN 
Worship Leader: Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another. 
The assembly kneels or sits. Silence is kept for reflection and self-examination. 
 
Worship Leader: Most holy and merciful God, 
Congregation: we confess to you and to one another, and before the whole company 
of heaven, that we have sinned by our fault, by our own fault, by our own most 
grievous fault, in thought, word, and deed, by what we have done and by what we 
have left undone. 
 
Worship Leader: We have not loved you with our whole heart, and mind, and strength. 
We have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. We have not forgiven others as we have 
been forgiven. 
Congregation: Have mercy on us, O God. 
 

Worship Leader: We have shut our ears to your call to serve as Christ served us. We 
have not been true to the mind of Christ. We have grieved your Holy Spirit. 
Congregation: Have mercy on us, O God. 
 

Worship Leader: Our past unfaithfulness, the pride, envy, hypocrisy, and apathy that 
have infected our lives, we confess to you. 
Congregation: Have mercy on us, O God. 
 

Worship Leader: Our self-indulgent appetites and ways, and our exploitation of other 
people, we confess to you. 
Congregation: Have mercy on us, O God. 
 
Worship Leader: Our negligence in prayer and worship, and our failure to share the faith 
that is in us, we confess to you. 
Congregation: Have mercy on us, O God. 



 
Worship Leader: Our neglect of human need and suffering, and our indifference to 
injustice and cruelty, we confess to you. 
Congregation: Have mercy on us, O God. 
 
Worship Leader: Our false judgments, our uncharitable thoughts toward our neighbors, 
and our prejudice and contempt toward those who differ from us, we confess to you. 
Congregation: Have mercy on us, O God. 
 
Worship Leader: Our waste and pollution of your creation, and our lack of concern for 
those who come after us, we confess to you. 
Congregation: Have mercy on us, O God. 
 
Worship Leader: Restore us, O God, and let your anger depart from us. 
Congregation: Hear us, O God, for your mercy is great. 
 

GATHERING SONG    Blessed Assurance    



APOSTOLIC GREETING  

Worship Leader: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the 

communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 

Congregation: And also with you. 

 
PRAYER OF THE DAY 

Worship Leader: Let us pray together the Prayer of the Day. 
Congregation: God of compassion, you have opened the way for us and brought us 
to yourself. Pour your love into our hearts, that, overflowing with joy, we may 
freely share the blessings of your realm and faithfully proclaim the good news of 
your Son, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen. 
 

FIRST READING   Exodus 19:2-8a                                        

Introduction to the Lesson: At Sinai God assured Israel, “You shall be my treasured 
possession,” and commissioned them to serve as mediating priests for the nations. The 
people commit themselves completely to God’s will. 

 

Reader: 2[The Israelites] had journeyed from Rephidim, entered the wilderness of Sinai, 
and camped in the wilderness; Israel camped there in front of the mountain.3Then Moses 
went up to God; the Lord called to him from the mountain, saying, “Thus you shall say 
to the house of Jacob, and tell the Israelites: 4You have seen what I did to the Egyptians, 
and how I bore you on eagles’ wings and brought you to myself. 5Now therefore, if you 
obey my voice and keep my covenant, you shall be my treasured possession out of all 
the peoples. Indeed, the whole earth is mine, 6but you shall be for me a priestly kingdom 
and a holy nation. These are the words that you shall speak to the Israelites.” 
  7So Moses came, summoned the elders of the people, and set before them all these 
words that the Lord had commanded him. 8aThe people all answered as one: 

“Everything that the Lord has spoken we will do”. 
 

After the reading... 

Reader: The word of the Lord.   

Congregation: Thanks be to God. 
 

PSALM: Psalm 100  

The psalm for the day is read responsively. 
 

Reader: 1Make a joyful noise to the Lord, all you lands! 

  2Serve the Lord with gladness; come into God’s presence with a song. 

 

 3Know that the Lord is God, our maker to whom we belong; 

  we are God’s people and the sheep of God’s pasture. 



 

 4Enter the gates of the Lord with thanksgiving and the courts with praise; 

  give thanks and bless God’s holy name. 

 

 5Good indeed is the Lord, whose steadfast love is everlasting, 

  whose faithfulness endures from age to age.    
 

SECOND READING  Romans 5:1-8                                        

Introduction to the Lesson: We are no longer God’s enemies but have peace with God 

because we were brought into a right relationship with God through Christ’s death. 
 

Reader: [Paul writes:] 1Since we are justified by faith, we have peace with God through 
our Lord Jesus Christ, 2through whom we have obtained access to this grace in which we 
stand; and we boast in our hope of sharing the glory of God. 3And not only that, but we 
also boast in our sufferings, knowing that suffering produces endurance, 4and endurance 
produces character, and character produces hope, 5and hope does not disappoint us, 
because God’s love has been poured into our hearts through the Holy Spirit that has 
been given to us. 
  6For while we were still weak, at the right time Christ died for the ungodly. 7Indeed, 
rarely will anyone die for a righteous person—though perhaps for a good person 
someone might actually dare to die. 8But God proves his love for us in that while we still 
were sinners Christ died for us. 
 
 

After the reading... 
Reader: The word of the Lord.   

Congregation: Thanks be to God. 
 

GOSPEL LESSON     Matthew 9:35--10:8         

Introduction to the Gospel: The mission of Jesus’ followers is to continue the mission of 

Jesus himself. Here, he instructs his first disciples as to how they might proclaim the 

gospel through their words and deeds.  
 

Worship Leader:  The Holy Gospel according to Matthew in the 9th and 10th chapters.  

Congregation: Glory to you, O Lord. 
 

Worship Leader:  35Jesus went about all the cities and villages, teaching in their 
synagogues, and proclaiming the good news of the kingdom, and curing every disease 
and every sickness. 36When he saw the crowds, he had compassion for them, because 
they were harassed and helpless, like sheep without a shepherd. 37Then he said to his 
disciples, “The harvest is plentiful, but the laborers are few; 38therefore ask the Lord of 
the harvest to send out laborers into his harvest.” 
 10:1Then Jesus summoned his twelve disciples and gave them authority over unclean 
spirits, to cast them out, and to cure every disease and every sickness. 2These are the 



names of the twelve apostles: first, Simon, also known as Peter, and his brother Andrew; 
James son of Zebedee, and his brother John; 3Philip and Bartholomew; Thomas and 
Matthew the tax collector; James son of Alphaeus, and Thaddaeus; 4Simon the 
Cananaean, and Judas Iscariot, the one who betrayed him. 
  5These twelve Jesus sent out with the following instructions: “Go nowhere among the 
Gentiles, and enter no town of the Samaritans, 6but go rather to the lost sheep of the 
house of Israel. 7As you go, proclaim the good news, ‘The kingdom of heaven has come 
near.’ 8Cure the sick, raise the dead, cleanse the lepers, cast out demons. You received 
without payment; give without payment.  
 
 

After the reading... 

Worship Leader: The gospel of the Lord.   

Congregation: Praise to you, O Christ. 
 

GOSPEL MESSAGE—From Sundays and Seasons 

Harvest of Compassion 

Jesus sends out his disciples to labor for the kingdom. He uses the metaphor of a harvest 
and says there is plenty to harvest but that there are not enough workers. The church has 
seen itself throughout the centuries as being sent to labor for the harvest. Most often, the 
assumption has been that the harvest is people, and the goal is making them members of 
the church. Much of the missionary impulse and institutional focus of the church have 
been about increasing numbers and making more members. 

But notice how Jesus describes the labor of the harvest: proclaim, cure, cleanse, raise, 
cast out. The focus is not on making people a part of the church (although welcoming 
others is certainly part of the good news). The goal of the labor—the harvest—is 
healing, helping, liberating, renewing. The world is full of great unmet needs, and many 
people are suffering; hopelessness and despair abound. The harvest of the kingdom is a 
harvest of compassionate deeds. 

What happens when no one is available to harvest the crops? They sit in the field and 
eventually go bad. What happens to people when no one joins in the harvest of 
compassion? People continue to suffer, lives are diminished, and God’s intentions of 
abundant life for all are left to rot. Jesus is inviting all who are willing to join in the 
harvest of compassion, and the time is now. 

What happens when the church shifts its mission from harvesting people to harvesting 

acts of compassion? The witness of the church becomes rooted in concrete acts of care 

for others, and suffering is alleviated. The good news of Jesus is known in the great 

ingathering of compassion and justice done in Jesus’ name. It begins at the table every 

Sunday, when we celebrate the feast of the kingdom that Jesus himself brought to 

fruition through his own life, death, and resurrection. May that gift now bear fruit in our 

lives by his grace. 
  

SERMON           



HYMN OF THE DAY    For the Fruit of All Creation  

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION  

Worship Leader: Called into unity with one another and the whole creation, let us pray 
for our shared world. 

A brief silence. 

Prayer Leader: Holy One, you bring us together and call us your own. Bless theologians, 
teachers, and preachers who help us grow in faith (following the examples of Basil the 
Great, Gregory of Nyssa, Gregory of Nazianzus, and the teacher Macrina, whom we 
commemorate today). Guide your church, that we might be a holy people. Lord, in your 
mercy, 



Congregation: hear our prayer. 
 

Prayer Leader: Holy One, the whole earth is yours. Where there is fire, bring cool air 
and new growth. Where there is flooding, bring abatement. Where there is drought, 
bring rain. Inspire us to care for what you have provided. Lord, in your mercy, 
Congregation: hear our prayer. 
 

Prayer Leader: Holy One, we have created divisions you will not own. In places of 
conflict, especially throughout our nation, raise up leaders who work to develop lasting 
peace and reconciliation. Encourage organizations and individuals who care for all 
forced to leave their homes. Lord, in your mercy, 
Congregation: hear our prayer. 
 

Prayer Leader: Holy One, you care for those who are harassed and helpless. Protect and 
defend those who are abused. Heal those who are sick. Feed all who hunger. Empower 
all whose voices go unheard, and help us respond to the pressing needs of our neighbors, 
(especially Marc Calhoun, Linda Almond, Barbara Haseley, Duke Tieman, Betty Biddle, 
Cathi Adams, Michael Morales, Wade Buehler, Gloria Holtzclaw, Betty Daege, Dianne 
William, Rosemarie & George Smith, Gary Neal, Karen Bates, Rev. Lydia Villanueva 
and family, Don Eunis, Lorraine Reinhard, Bonnie Redler, Kathy Leotta, Brytt Mathis, 
Joseph Valentin, Rita Burneik, Bobby Schlegel, Hilda Taylor, George Clark, Jill Grote, 
Larry Timmons, Carl Stone, Neftali Garcia and family, Kelly Sullivan, Susan Gunn, Roy 
Pruitt, Iris Valentin, Deacon Connie Puls, Joan Keeton, Steve Davis, Rose Marie Piff, 
Gary Mostrum, Vici Kennedy, Gail Elder, the family and friends of Rose Corbett, and 
George Floyd, and the over 100,000 people in the United States & the 350,000 people 
worldwide who have died from COVID-19, and those suffering from other natural 
disasters (including the flooding across the United States), violence, & terror. Lord, in 
your mercy, 
Congregation: hear our prayer. 
 

Here other intercessions may be offered. 

Prayer Leader: Holy One, you provide a plentiful harvest of gifts and resources. Prepare 
us to labor and gather the fruits of this congregation, that we might discover new ways 
of living. Minister to us in our work, that we do not lose heart. Lord, in your mercy, 
Congregation: hear our prayer. 
 

Worship Leader: Receive these prayers, O God, and those too deep for words; through 
Jesus Christ our Lord.  
Congregation: Amen. 
 

OFFERING 

Offerings to the mission and ministry of Grace can be made online at GraceCLW.com 

(look for the “Donate” button), or by mailing a check to Grace Lutheran Church, 1812 

N. Highland Ave. Clearwater FL 33755. Thank you for your continued financial support 

during these uncertain times. You can also fill out your attendance form on our 

website. 



OFFERTORY 

OFFERING PRAYER   
Prayer Leader: God of goodness and growth, all creation is yours, and your faithfulness 

is as firm as the heavens. Water and word, wine and bread: these are signs of your 

abundant grace. Nourish us through these gifts, that we might proclaim your steadfast 

love in our communities and in the world, through Jesus Christ, our strength and our 

song.  

Congregation: Amen.  

LORD’S PRAYER   

Worship Leader: Lord, remember us in your kingdom and teach us to pray in the 

language closest to our hearts. 

Congregation: Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom 
come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; 
and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead 
us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the 
power, and the glory, forever and ever. Amen. 
 

THANKSGIVING FOR THE WORD  

Worship Leader: Let us pray. O God of justice and love, we give thanks to you that you 
illumine our way through life with the words of your Son. Give us the light we need, 
awaken us to the needs of others, and at the end bring all the world to your feast; 



through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, to whom, with you and the Holy Spirit, be 
honor and glory forever.  

Congregation: Amen. 
 

BLESSING   

Worship Leader: Neither death, nor life, nor angels, nor rulers, nor things present, nor 
things to come, nor powers, nor height, nor depth, nor anything else in all creation, will 
be able to separate us from the love of God in Christ Jesus. God, the creator, ☩ Jesus, the 

Christ, and the Holy Spirit, the comforter, bless you and keep you in eternal love. 
Congregation: Amen. 
 

SENDING SONG                 Rise Up, O Saints of God! 

DISMISSAL 

Worship Leader: Together we have heard God’s Word and joined in prayer, we have 
given and have been forgiven. Now our service of worship has ended, and our service to 
the world begins! Go in peace. Christ is with you.  
Congregation: Thanks be to God. 
 

From Sundays and Seasons.com. Copyright 2020 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved. Reprinted by 

permission under Augsburg Fortress Liturgies Annual License #27824. 

New Revised Standard Version Bible, copyright 1989, Division of Christian Education of the National Council 

of the Churches of Christ in the United States of America.  



 

 

 




