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During Lent we journey with all those around the world who will be baptized at the Easter Vigil. In
today’s gospel Jesus tells Nicodemus that he must be born of water and Spirit. At the font we are a
given a new birth as children of God. As God made a covenant with Abraham, in baptism God
promises to raise us up with Christ to new life. From worship we are sent forth to proclaim God’s love
for all the world.

Welcome! This is a special bulletin for Grace Lutheran Church. On this day we have closed the
Sanctuary to the general public amidst the COVID-19 pandemic. This bulletin is designed to be used at
home, following along with the service online (either live streaming or pre-recorded). Anyone can
serve as the Worship Leader in this order of service. The Holy Communion section is worded as if it is
being distributed to the homebound. So if you have pre-consecrated communion elements, you can
partake.

THE ORDER OF OUR WORSHIP

PRELUDE
We stand.

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS
Blessed be the holy Trinity, one God, who is present, who gives life, who calls into existence the things

that do not exist.
Amen.

If you were to keep watch over sins, O Lord, who could stand? Yet with you is forgiveness, and so we
confess.
Silence is kept for reflection.

Gracious God, .

have mercy on us. We confess that we have turned away from you, knowingly and unknowingly.
We have wandered from your resurrection life. We have strayed from your love for all people.
Turn us back to you, O God. Give us new hearts and right spirits, that we may find what is
pleasing to you and dwell in your house forever. Amen.

Receive good news: God turns to you in love. “I will put my spirit in you, and you shall live,” says our
God. All your sin is forgiven in the name of Jesus Christ, who is the free and abounding gift of God’s

grace for you.
Amen.

LENTEN ANTHEM There in God’s Garden ELW342vs. 1 &5
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this my resurrection;
into your hands, Lord,

I commit my spirit.

This have I searched for;
now I can possess it.
This ground is holy.

GREETING
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you

all. And also with you.

PRAYER OF THE DAY

Let us pray. Merciful God, the fountain of living water, you quench our thirst and wash away our sin.
Give us this water always. Bring us to drink from the well that flows with the beauty of your truth
through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God,
now and forever. Amen.

FIRST READING Exodus 17:1-7
God’s call of Abram and Sarai has a clear purpose—that through them all the families of the earth

would gain a blessing. As they set out on their journey, they are accompanied by promises of land,
nation, and a great reputation.

'From the wilderness of Sin the whole congregation of the Israelites journeyed by stages, as the LorD
commanded. They camped at Rephidim, but there was no water for the people to drink. *The people
quarreled with Moses, and said, “Give us water to drink.” Moses said to them, “Why do you quarrel
with me? Why do you test the Lorp?” *But the people thirsted there for water; and the people
complained against Moses and said, “Why did you bring us out of Egypt, to kill us and our children
and livestock with thirst?” *So Moses cried out to the LorD, “What shall I do with this people? They
are almost ready to stone me.” *The LorD said to Moses, “Go on ahead of the people, and take some of
the elders of Israel with you; take in your hand the staff with which you struck the Nile, and go. T will
be standing there in front of you on the rock at Horeb. Strike the rock, and water will come out of it, so
that the people may drink.” Moses did so, in the sight of the elders of Israel. 'He called the place
Massah and Meribah, because the Israelites quarreled and tested the Lorb, saying, “Is the LORD among

us or not?”

The reading is concluded:
The word of the Lord. Thanks be to God.



PSALM: Psalm 95
The psalm for the day is read responsively with Lenten refrain sung first and then at each R:
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'Come, let us sing to the LORD;
let us shout for joy to the rock of our salvation.

*Let us come before God’s presence with thanksgiving
and raise a loud shout to the LOrD with psalms.

*For you, LORD, are a great God,
and a great ruler above all gods.

“‘In your hand are the caverns of the earth;
the heights of the hills are also yours.

>The sea is yours, for you made it,
and your hands have molded the dry land.

*Come, let us worship and bow down,
let us kneel before the LORD our maker. R

For the Lorp is our God, and we are the people of God’s pasture and the sheep of God’s hand.
Oh, that today you would hear God’s voice!

%“Harden not your hearts,
as at Meribah, as on that day at Massah in the desert.

*There your ancestors tested me,
they put me to the test, though they had seen my works.

"“Forty years I loathed that generation, saying,
‘The heart of this people goes astray; they do not know my ways.’

"Indeed I swore in my anger,
‘They shall never come to my rest.”” R

SECOND READING Romans 5:1-11
Though we ofien hear that God helps those who help themselves, here Paul tells us that through Jesus’
death God helps utterly helpless sinners. Since we who had been enemies are reconciled to God in the

cross, we now live in hope for our final salvation.

'Since we are justified by faith, we have peace with God through our Lord Jesus Christ, *through whom
we have obtained access to this grace in which we stand; and we boast in our hope of sharing the glory
of God. *And not only that, but we also boast in our sufferings, knowing that suffering produces
endurance, ‘and endurance produces character, and character produces hope, *and hope does not
disappoint us, because God’s love has been poured into our hearts through the Holy Spirit that has been

given to us.



For while we were still weak, at the right time Christ died for the ungodly. "Indeed, rarely will
anyone die for a righteous person—though perhaps for a good person someone might actually dare to
die. *But God proves his love for us in that while we still were sinners Christ died for us. "Much more
surely then, now that we have been justified by his blood, will we be saved through him from the wrath
of God. "’For if while we were enemies, we were reconciled to God through the death of his Son, much
more surely, having been reconciled, will we be saved by his life. "But more than that, we even boast
in God through our Lord Jesus Christ, through whom we have now received reconciliation.

The reading is concluded:
The word of the Lord. Thanks be to God.

We stand.
LENTEN VERSE
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Let your stead-fast love come to us, O Lord. Save us asyou prom-ised. We will trust your word.

GOSPEL John 4:5-42
Jesus defies convention to engage a Samaritan woman in conversation. Her testimony, in turn, leads

many others to faith.
Pastor: The Holy Gospel according to John in the 4th chapter.
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Glo-ryto you, O Lord.

’|Jesus] came to a Samaritan city called Sychar, near the plot of ground that Jacob had given to his son
Joseph.tJacob’s well was there, and Jesus, tired out by his journey, was sitting by the well. It was about
noon.

A Samaritan woman came to draw water, and Jesus said to her, “Give me a drink.” *(His disciples
had gone to the city to buy food.) *The Samaritan woman said to him, “How is it that you, a Jew, ask a
drink of me, a woman of Samaria?” (Jews do not share things in common with Samaritans.) "“Jesus
answered her, “If you knew the gift of God, and who it is that is saying to you, ‘Give me a drink,” you
would have asked him, and he would have given you living water.” '"The woman said to him, “Sir, you
have no bucket, and the well is deep. Where do you get that living water? "Are you greater than our
ancestor Jacob, who gave us the well, and with his sons and his flocks drank from it?” "Jesus said to
her, “Everyone who drinks of this water will be thirsty again, "“but those who drink of the water that I
will give them will never be thirsty. The water that I will give will become in them a spring of water
gushing up to eternal life.” "The woman said to him, “Sir, give me this water, so that I may never be
thirsty or have to keep coming here to draw water.”

"“Jesus said to her, “Go, call your husband, and come back.” "The woman answered him, “I have no
husband.” Jesus said to her, “You are right in saying, ‘I have no husband’; "*for you have had five
husbands, and the one you have now is not your husband. What you have said is true!” '"The woman
said to him, “Sir, I see that you are a prophet. **Our ancestors worshiped on this mountain, but you say



that the place where people must worship is in Jerusalem.” ?'Jesus said to her, “Woman, believe me, the
hour is coming when you will worship the Father neither on this mountain nor in Jerusalem. *You
worship what you do not know; we worship what we know, for salvation is from the Jews. *But the
hour is coming, and is now here, when the true worshipers will worship the Father in spirit and truth,
for the Father seeks such as these to worship him. *God is spirit, and those who worship him must
worship in spirit and truth.” *The woman said to him, “I know that Messiah is coming” (who is called
Christ). “When he comes, he will proclaim all things to us.” *Jesus said to her, “I am he, the one who
is speaking to you.”

“Just then his disciples came. They were astonished that he was speaking with a woman, but no one
said, “What do you want?” or, “Why are you speaking with her?” *Then the woman left her water jar
and went back to the city. She said to the people, **Come and see a man who told me everything I
have ever done! He cannot be the Messiah, can he?” *They left the city and were on their way to him.

*'Meanwhile the disciples were urging him, “Rabbi, eat something.” **But he said to them, “I have
food to eat that you do not know about.” **So the disciples said to one another, “Surely no one has
brought him something to eat?” **Jesus said to them, “My food is to do the will of him who sent me and
to complete his work. Do you not say, ‘Four months more, then comes the harvest’? But I tell you,
look around you, and see how the fields are ripe for harvesting. **The reaper is already receiving wages
and is gathering fruit for eternal life, so that sower and reaper may rejoice together. *’For here the
saying holds true, ‘One sows and another reaps.” *I sent you to reap that for which you did not labor.
Others have labored, and you have entered into their labor.”

*Many Samaritans from that city believed in him because of the woman’s testimony, “He told me
everything I have ever done.” “*So when the Samaritans came to him, they asked him to stay with them;
and he stayed there two days. “’And many more believed because of his word. “They said to the
woman, “It is no longer because of what you said that we believe, for we have heard for ourselves, and
we know that this is truly the Savior of the world.”

After the reading...
Pastor: The gospel of the Lord.
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Pra-ise to— you—, O— Christ.

We Sit
GOSPEL MESSAGE—From Sundays and Seasons
Thirsty for Living Water

It was about noon when Jesus, “tired out by his journey,” sat down at Jacob’s well and said plainly to
the Samaritan woman who had come to draw water, “Give me a drink (John 4:6-7).

The story begins matter-of-factly. It’s harmless enough, right? The sun burns hot, the traveler is thirsty,
and there’s a well to which the woman has come for her own household’s needs. John tells us that
Jesus’ disciples were in the nearby town buying food, which highlights that Jesus and the woman were
alone at the well. Still, simple as it may seem, the exchange between this woman and Jesus pleads for a
closer look. Theirs is more than an encounter akin to a modern-day outdoor adventure when the water
bottle is empty and we have miles to journey before arriving somewhere to refill it.

Today’s story follows close on the heels of Nicodemus secking out Jesus under cover of darkness. Like
Nicodemus, this woman has questions. She wonders about Jesus’ boldness: he approaches her and
speaks to her, violating the cultural norms of the day which put Jewish people and Samaritans at odds



with each other. She also verbally disputes with him when Jesus offers a cryptic statement about
“living water” (John 4:10).

So, is it the woman’s quick answers and easy banter that pull us into this story? Or is it some
developing awareness of the barriers that sometimes prevent us from encountering the one who offers
this “spring of water gushing up to eternal life” (John 4:14)?
The flowing stream of acceptance embodied in Jesus quenched the woman’s thirst for being known,
seen, and valued. In turn, her effusive joy demonstrates the power of living water for all who long for
acceptance. Receiving this story, may we think of the parched places in our communities, our churches,
even our own lives, that are thirsting for living water.

SERMON
We Stand
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Text: Robert Robinson, 1735-1790, alt.
Music: NETTLETON, J. Wyeth, Repository of Sacred Music, Part 11, 1813
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APOSTLES CREED
I believe in God, the Father almighty,
creator of heaven and earth.

I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried;
he descended to the dead.
On the third day he rose again;
he ascended into heaven,
he is seated at the right hand of the Father,
and he will come to judge the living and the dead.

I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy catholic church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting. Amen.

We Sit

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION

Turning our hearts to God who is gracious and merciful, we pray for the church, the world, and all who
are in need.

A brief silence.

God of living water, send your church beyond boundaries to proclaim your grace. May its witness be a
source of refreshment for thirsty souls. Strengthen our voices, that all people can know and believe that
Jesus is truly the savior of the world. Hear us, O God.

Your mercy is great.

God of living water, protect from pollution or misuse all rivers, lakes, oceans, and streams (local water
sources may be named). Bless the work of those who dig wells and those who advocate for access to
clean water, that all people and animals have enough to drink. Hear us, O God.

Your mercy is great.

God of living water, open the hearts of leaders and authorities, that they hear the cries of the suffering
and act with compassion toward them. Bring peace to disputed lands and bring reconciliation to people
divided by race, culture, or nationality. Hear us, O God.

Your mercy is great.

God of living water, mend the hearts of those who grieve broken relationships, whether by conflict,
abuse, divorce, or death. Draw near to all who are ill (especially Marc Calhoun, Linda Almond,
Barbara Haseley, Duke Tieman, Betty Biddle, Cathi Adams, Michael Morales, Wade Buehler, Gloria
Holtzclaw, Betty Daege, Dianne William, Rosemarie & George Smith, Gary Neal, Kathleen Wacker,
Karen Bates, Rev. Lydia Villanueva and family, Don Eunis, Lorraine Reinhard, Bonnie Redler, Kathy
Leotta, Brytt Mathis, Joseph Valentin, Rita Burneik, Bobby Schlegel, Hilda Taylor, George & Phyllis
Clark, Jill Grote, Pastor Bruce Edwards, Larry Timmons, Carl Stone, Neftali Garcia and family, Kelly
Sullivan, Susan Gunn, Roy Pruitt, Iris Valentin, Eliezar Granados, Deacon Connie Puls, , Joan Keeton,
Alex Stevenson, Steve Davis, the Bell-Brown family and the family and friends of Kathleen Wacker,
and those suffering from natural disasters, violence, and terror (especially the victims of the Nashville
tornadoes including St. John Lutheran Church, those impacted by the COVID-19 outbreak, those in
harm’s way while serving in the military, and those unjustly or unnecessarily separated from their



parents or children, and those on our prayer list and those we name now with our lips or in our
hearts ). Assure those questioning your presence in the midst of doubt or suffering. Hear us, O God.
Your mercy is great.

God of living water, renew us in the promises of baptism. Join us together in worship, fellowship, and
sharing your good news. Embolden us to serve others and to work for justice and peace. Hear us, O
God.

Your mercy is great.

Here other intercessions may be offered.

God of living water, we thank you for those who endured suffering and who now boast in the glory of
God (especially). Pour your Holy Spirit into our hearts and give us peace as we live in the hope of our
salvation. Hear us, O God.

Your mercy is great.
According to your steadfast love, O God, hear these and all our prayers as we commend them to you;

through Christ our Lord.
Amen.

OFFERING PRAYER

Offering envelopes can be mailed to the church office (if using a Grace offering envelope, please put it
in a standard envelope for mailing) or made online at https.//GraceCLW.com.

Let us pray. Holy and generous host, you set a table where we feast as friends. Prepare us to witness to
your goodness with every gift you have given us to share, that all people may know your peace through
Jesus Christ, now and forever. Amen.
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It is right to give our thanks and praise.

PREFACE

It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times and in all places give thanks and
praise to you, almighty and merciful God, through our Savior Jesus Christ. You call your people to
cleanse their hearts and prepare with joy for the paschal feast, that, renewed in the gift of baptism, we
may come to the fullness of your grace. And so, with all the choirs of angels, with the church on earth
and the hosts of heaven, we praise your name and join their unending hymn:
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THANKSGIVING AT THE TABLE

When the congregation of Grace Lutheran Church last gathered for Holy Communion, we heard again
of God’s mighty deeds shown to us in the death and resurrection of Jesus Christ. We thanksgiving we
remembered that “in the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks;
broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. Do this for
the remembrance of me.

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to drink, saying: This cup is the
new covenant in my blood, shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin. Do this for the
remembrance of me.

With this bread and cup we remember our Lord’s passover from death to life as we proclaim the
mystery of faith:
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O God of resurrection and new life: Pour out your Holy Spirit on us and on these gifts of bread and
wine. Bless this feast. Grace our table with your presence.
Amen.

LORD’S PRAYER

Lord, remember us in your kingdom and teach us to pray in the language closest to our hearts.

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on
earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, as we
forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever and ever. Amen.

We Sit

COMMUNION SONG
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After all have receive Communion, we stand.

TABLE BLESSING
The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you in his grace. Amen.

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION

Let us pray. We thank you, living God, for the body and blood of your Son, which sustains us in the
wilderness and the garden alike. As Christ has loved us in this feast, so send us to love Christ in our
neighbors. In Jesus’ name we pray. Amen.

SENDING OF COMMUNION

Gracious God, loving all your family with a mother’s tender care: As you sent the angel to feed Elijah
with heavenly bread, assist those who set forth to share your word and sacrament with those who are
sick, homebound, or imprisoned. In your love and care, nourish and strengthen those who will receive
this sacrament, and give us all the comfort of your abiding presence through the body and blood of
your Son, Jesus Christ, our Lord. Amen.

BLESSING

The God of steadfastness and encouragement grant you to live in harmony with one another, in
accordance with Christ Jesus.

Amen.

The God of all grace bless you now and forever.

Amen.



SENDING SONG What Wondrous Love Is This ELW 385 vs. 1-3
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Text: North American folk hymn, 19th cent., alt.
Music: WONDROUS LOVE, W. Walker, Southern Harimony, 1835

SHARING OF PEACE & DISMISSAL
Together we have heard God’s Word and shared in the Lord’s Supper, we have given and have been
forgiven. The peace of the Lord be with you all. And also with you.

Our service of worship has ended, and now our service to the world begins! Encourage others!!
Thanks be to God!
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