4th Sunday After Pentecost
June 28, 2020

W CRACE

LUTHERAN CHURCH

1812 North Highland Avenue 727-446-5026

Clearwater, Florida 33755 office@GraceCLW.com
Ministers: The People of Grace Lutheran Church Pastor: Rev. Jefferson Cox



Welcome! The welcome of baptism is for all God’s children. This baptismal gift sets us
free from the power of sin and death. In today’s gospel, Christ promises that the disciple
who gives a cup of cold water to the little ones serves Christ himself. From worship we
are sent on our baptismal mission: to serve the little ones of this world and to be a sign
of God’s merciful welcome.

This is a special bulletin for Grace Lutheran Church. We have closed the Sanctuary to
the general public amidst the COVID-19 pandemic. This bulletin is designed to be used
at home by anyone who is baptized serving as the Worship Leader. If you use this
bulletin for worship, either by itself or alongside our service on YouTube, please fill out
the Attendance Record Form on our website: GraceCLW.com

SERVICE OF THE WORD

CONFESSION OF SIN
Worship Leader: Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another.
The assembly kneels or sits. Silence is kept for reflection and self-examination.

Worship Leader: Most holy and merciful God,

Congregation: we confess to you and to one another, and before the whole company
of heaven, that we have sinned by our fault, by our own fault, by our own most
grievous fault, in thought, word, and deed, by what we have done and by what we
have left undone.

Worship Leader: We have not loved you with our whole heart, and mind, and strength.
We have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. We have not forgiven others as we have
been forgiven.

Congregation: Have mercy on us, O God.

Worship Leader: We have shut our ears to your call to serve as Christ served us. We
have not been true to the mind of Christ. We have grieved your Holy Spirit.
Congregation: Have mercy on us, O God.

Worship Leader: Our past unfaithfulness, the pride, envy, hypocrisy, and apathy that
have infected our lives, we confess to you.
Congregation: Have mercy on us, O God.

Worship Leader: Our self-indulgent appetites and ways, and our exploitation of other
people, we confess to you.
Congregation: Have mercy on us, O God.

Worship Leader: Our negligence in prayer and worship, and our failure to share the faith
that is in us, we confess to you.
Congregation: Have mercy on us, O God.



Worship Leader: Our neglect of human need and suffering, and our indifference to
injustice and cruelty, we confess to you.
Congregation: Have mercy on us, O God.

Worship Leader: Our false judgments, our uncharitable thoughts toward our neighbors,
and our prejudice and contempt toward those who differ from us, we confess to you.
Congregation: Have mercy on us, O God.

Worship Leader: Our waste and pollution of your creation, and our lack of concern for
those who come after us, we confess to you.
Congregation: Have mercy on us, O God.

Worship Leader: Restore us, O God, and let your anger depart from us.

Congregation: Hear us, O God, for your mercy is great.

GATHERING SONG All Are Welcome Vs. 1 & 4
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Text: Marty Haugen, b. 1950

Music: TWO QAKS, Marty Haugen

Text and music © 1994 GIA Publications, Inc., 7404 8. Mason Ave., Chicago, IL 60638. www.giamusic.com. 800.442.3358.
All rights reserved. Used by permission.

Duplication in any form prohibited without permission or valid license from copyright administrator.

APOSTOLIC GREETING

Worship Leader: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the
communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.

Congregation: And also with you.

PRAYER OF THE DAY

Worship Leader: Let us pray together the Prayer of the Day.

Congregation: O God, you direct our lives by your grace, and your words of justice
and mercy reshape the world. Mold us into a people who welcome your word and
serve one another, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen.

FIRST READING Jeremiah 28:5-9

Introduction to the Lesson: Through a symbolic action Jeremiah insisted that Judah and
all the surrounding nations should submit to the king of Babylon (Jer. 27). Hananiah
contradicted the word of Jeremiah, who in reply insisted that Hananiah's rosy prediction



should not be believed until it came true. God confirmed the word of Jeremiah and
sentenced the false prophet Hananiah to death (vv. 16-17).

Reader: "The prophet Jeremiah spoke to the prophet Hananiah in the presence of the
priests and all the people who were standing in the house of the LORD; “and the prophet
Jeremiah said, “Amen! May the LorD do so; may the LorD fulfill the words that you
have prophesied, and bring back to this place from Babylon the vessels of the house of
the LorD, and all the exiles. 'But listen now to this word that I speak in your hearing and
in the hearing of all the people. “The prophets who preceded you and me from ancient
times prophesied war, famine, and pestilence against many countries and great
kingdoms. "As for the prophet who prophesies peace, when the word of that prophet
comes true, then it will be known that the LoRrD has truly sent the prophet.”

After the reading...
Reader: The word of the Lord.
Congregation: Thanks be to God.

PSALM: Psalm 89:1-4, 15-18
The psalm for the day is read responsively.

Reader: "Your love, O Lorp, forever will I sing;
from age to age my mouth will proclaim your faithfulness.

‘For I am persuaded that your steadfast love is established forever;
you have set your faithfulness firmly in the heavens.

*“I have made a covenant with my chosen one;
I have sworn an oath to David my servant:

‘I will establish your line forever,
and preserve your throne for all generations.’ ”

“Happy are the people who know the festal shout!
They walk, O Lorp, in the light of your presence.

“They rejoice daily in your name;
they are jubilant in your righteousness.

"For you are the glory of their strength,
and by your favor our might is exalted.



“Truly, our shield belongs to the LORD;
our king to the Holy One of Israel.

SECOND READING Romans 6:12-23

Introduction to the Lesson: Sin is an enslaving power which motivates us to live self-
serving, disobedient lives. Sin’s final payoff is death. We, however, have been set free
from sin’s slavery to live obediently under God’s grace, whose end is the free gift of
eternal life.

Reader: [Paul writes:] "Do not let sin exercise dominion in your mortal bodies, to make
you obey their passions. 'No longer present your members to sin as instruments of
wickedness, but present yourselves to God as those who have been brought from death
to life, and present your members to God as instruments of righteousness. '"For sin will
have no dominion over you, since you are not under law but under grace.

“What then? Should we sin because we are not under law but under grace? By no
means! ‘Do you not know that if you present yourselves to anyone as obedient slaves,
you are slaves of the one whom you obey, either of sin, which leads to death, or of
obedience, which leads to righteousness? ''But thanks be to God that you, having once
been slaves of sin, have become obedient from the heart to the form of teaching to which
you were entrusted, “and that you, having been set free from sin, have become slaves of
righteousness. "I am speaking in human terms because of your natural limitations. For
just as you once presented your members as slaves to impurity and to greater and greater
iniquity, so now present your members as slaves to righteousness for sanctification.

“"When you were slaves of sin, you were free in regard to righteousness. *'So what
advantage did you then get from the things of which you now are ashamed? The end of
those things 1s death. “But now that you have been freed from sin and enslaved to God,
the advantage you get is sanctification. The end is eternal life. *For the wages of sin is
death, but the free gift of God is eternal life in Christ Jesus our Lord.

After the reading...
Reader: The word of the Lord.

Congregation: Thanks be to God.

GOSPEL LESSON Matthew 10:40-42
Introduction to the Gospel: When Jesus sends his disciples out as missionaries, he warns
them of persecution and hardships they will face. He also promises to reward any who

aid his followers and support their ministry .

Worship Leader: The Holy Gospel according to Matthew in the 10th chapters.
Congregation: Glory to you, O Lord.

Worship Leader: [Jesus said to the twelve:] ““Whoever welcomes you welcomes me,
and whoever welcomes me welcomes the one who sent me. “"Whoever welcomes a
prophet in the name of a prophet will receive a prophet’s reward; and whoever



welcomes a righteous person in the name of a righteous person will receive the reward
of the righteous; “and whoever gives even a cup of cold water to one of these little ones
in the name of a disciple—truly I tell you, none of these will lose their reward.”

After the reading...
Worship Leader: The gospel of the Lord.
Congregation: Praise to you, O Christ.

GOSPEL MESSAGE—From Sundays and Seasons
On Being Welcomed

Jesus emphasizes many times that his disciples are his representatives in the world.
When people encounter his followers, they encounter Jesus. This is a phenomenal
calling that certainly points to God’s grace in the lives of Jesus’ followers. We couldn’t
possibly claim to be the presence of Jesus without the Spirit and God’s grace poured on
us in baptism.

One way the church helps people to know God in Jesus is by showing up, being present,
engaging authentically with others. When Jesus sent his disciples out to witness to the
kingdom in words and deeds, he sent them out not only to welcome others but to be
welcomed.

In a time when many of our human encounters are mediated by electronic social
networks and distant forms of communication, we might lose sight of what it means to
welcome others and to be welcomed in homes, at meals, or in another person’s place of
worship. It can be humbling to allow another person to welcome us and to show us
hospitality and grace.

When we allow others to welcome us in whatever way they do, we allow some
encounter with Christ to occur. Perhaps it is meeting for coffee or going for a walk.
Maybe it means going into another person’s neighborhood that is new to us. Maybe it’s
receiving dinner as another prepares it, humbly or extravagantly, in their home, or as we
join them at their favorite restaurant.

Have you ever been invited to someone’s home or event and turned them down? You
may have had good reason, or maybe you just didn’t feel like going. What does it mean
to allow others to welcome us into their lives by accepting their invitations? It is a
blessing to them. It is also, as Jesus tells us, a welcoming of God who sent Jesus and us
to show love by letting others show us hospitality.

SERMON
HYMN OF THE DAY O Christ, Your Heart, Compassionate vs. 1 & 2
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Text: Herman G. Stuempfle Jr., 1923-2007

Music: ELLACOMBE, German melody, 18th cent.; adapt. X. L. Hartig, Melodien zum Mainzer Gesangbuche, 1833
Text © 2000 GIA Publications, Inc. 7404 S. Mason Ave., Chicago, IL. 60638 www.giamusic.com
800.442.3358. All rights reserved. Used by permission.

Duplication in any form prohibited without permission or valid license from copyright administrator.

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION

Worship Leader: Called into unity with one another and the whole creation, let us pray
for our shared world.

A brief silence.

Prayer Leader: God of companionship, encourage our relationships with our siblings in
Christ. Bless our conversations. Shape our shared future and give us hearts eager to join
in a festal shout of praise. Lord, in your mercy,

Congregation: hear our prayer.

Prayer Leader: God of abundance, you make your creation thrive and grow to provide
all that we need. Inspire us to care for our environment and be attuned to where the earth
is crying out. Lord, in your mercy,

Congregation: hear our prayer.

Prayer Leader: God of mercy, your grace is poured out for all. Inspire authorities,
judges, and politicians to act with compassion. Teach us to overcome fear with hope,
meet hate with love, and welcome one another as we would welcome you. Lord, in your
mercy,

Congregation: hear our prayer.

Prayer Leader: God of care, accompany all who are in deepest need. Comfort those who
are sick, lonely, or abandoned (especially Marc Calhoun, Linda Almond, Barbara
Haseley, Duke Tieman, Betty Biddle, Cathi Adams, Michael Morales, Wade Buehler,
Gloria Holtzclaw, Betty Daege, Dianne William, Rosemarie & George Smith, Gary
Neal, Karen Bates, Rev. Lydia Villanueva and family, Don Eunis, Lorraine Reinhard,



Bonnie Redler, Kathy Leotta, Brytt Mathis, Joseph Valentin, Rita Burneik, Bobby
Schlegel, Hilda Taylor, George Clark, Jill Grote, Larry Timmons, Carl Stone, Neftali
Garcia and family, Kelly Sullivan, Susan Gunn, Roy Pruitt, Iris Valentin, Deacon Connie
Puls, Joan Keeton, Steve Davis, Rose Marie Piff, Gary Mostrum, Vici Kennedy, Gail
Elder, Valerie Smutko, Jason Meadows, Missy, Penny, & Henry, the family and friends
of the over 100,000 people in the United States & the 350,000 people worldwide who
have died from COVID-19, and those suffering from natural disasters (including
COVID-19 and the flooding across the United States), violence, & terror.

Strengthen those who are in prison or awaiting trial. Renew the spirits of all who call
upon you. Lord, in your mercy,

Congregation: hear our prayer.

Prayer Leader: God of community, we give thanks for this congregation. Give us
passion to embrace your mission and the vision to recognize where you are leading us.
Teach us how to live more faithfully with each other. Lord, in your mercy,
Congregation: hear our prayer.

Here other intercessions may be offered.

Prayer Leader: God of love, you gather in your embrace all who have died (especially
Irenaeus, Bishop of Lyon). Keep us steadfast in our faith and renew our trust in your
promise. Lord, in your mercy,

Congregation: hear our prayer.

Worship Leader: Receive these prayers, O God, and those too deep for words; through
Jesus Christ our Lord.
Congregation: Amen.

OFFERING

Offerings to the mission and ministry of Grace can be made online at GraceCLW.com
(look for the “Donate” button), or by mailing a check to Grace Lutheran Church, 1812
N. Highland Ave. Clearwater FL 33755. Thank you for your continued financial support
during these uncertain times. You can also fill out your attendance form on our
website.
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Music: Richard W. Hillert, b. 1923
Music © 1978 Lutheran Book of Worship, admin. Augsburg Fortress.

Duplication in any form prohibited without permission or valid license from copyright administrator.

OFFERING PRAYER
Prayer Leader: God of goodness and growth, all creation is yours, and your faithfulness

is as firm as the heavens. Water and word, wine and bread: these are signs of your
abundant grace. Nourish us through these gifts, that we might proclaim your steadfast
love in our communities and in the world, through Jesus Christ, our strength and our
song.

Congregation: Amen.

LORD’S PRAYER

Worship Leader: Lord, remember us in your kingdom and teach us to pray in the
language closest to our hearts.

Congregation: OQur Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom
come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead
us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the
power, and the glory, forever and ever. Amen.

THANKSGIVING FOR THE WORD

Worship Leader: Let us pray. O God of justice and love, we give thanks to you that you
illumine our way through life with the words of your Son. Give us the light we need,
awaken us to the needs of others, and at the end bring all the world to your feast;
through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, to whom, with you and the Holy Spirit, be
honor and glory forever.

Congregation: Amen.

BLESSING

Worship Leader: Neither death, nor life, nor angels, nor rulers, nor things present, nor
things to come, nor powers, nor height, nor depth, nor anything else in all creation, will



be able to separate us from the love of God in Christ Jesus. God, the creator, + Jesus, the
Christ, and the Holy Spirit, the comforter, bless you and keep you in eternal love.

Congregation: Amen.

SENDING SONG The Church of Christ, in Every Age vs.1&5
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Text: Fred Pratt Green, 1903-2000

Music: WAREHAM, William Knapp, 1698-1768
Text © 1971 Hope Publishing Company, Carol Stream, IL. 60188. All rights reserved. Used by permission.
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DISMISSAL

Worship Leader: Together we have heard God’s Word and joined in prayer, we have
given and have been forgiven. Now our service of worship has ended, and our service to
the world begins! Go in peace. Christ is with you.
Congregation: Thanks be to God.
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