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Welcome! As we continue to celebrate the fifty days of Easter, today’s gospel includes
Jesus’ promise that he goes to prepare a place for his followers in his Father’s house.
Our baptism commissions us to share Jesus’ mission in the world. As 1 Peter reminds us,
we are a holy people, called to proclaim the one who called us out of darkness into light.
In words and deeds we bear witness to the risen Christ—our way, our truth, our life. In
the United States today is also Mother’s Day.

This is a special bulletin for Grace Lutheran Church. We have closed the Sanctuary to
the general public amidst the COVID-19 pandemic, and so for Easter the service will be
pre-recorded from the Sanctuary. This bulletin is designed to be used at home by anyone
who is baptized serving as the Worship Leader. If you use this bulletin for worship,
either by itself or alongside our service on YouTube, please fill out the Attendance
Record Form on our website: GraceCLW.com

SERVICE OF THE WORD

THANKSGIVING FOR BAPTISM
Worship Leader: Alleluia! Christ is risen.
Congregation: Christ is risen indeed. Alleluia!

Worship Leader: Joined to Christ in the waters of baptism, we are raised with him to
new life. Let us give thanks for the gift of baptism.

Water may be poured into the font as the worship leader gives thanks.

Worship Leader: We give you thanks, O God, for in the beginning you created us in your
image and planted us in a well-watered garden. In the desert you promised pools of
water for the parched, and you gave us water from the rock. When we did not know the
way, you sent the Good Shepherd to lead us to still waters. At the cross, you watered us
from Jesus’ wounded side, and on this day, you shower us again with the water of life.
We praise you for your salvation through water, for the water in this font, and for all
water everywhere.

Bathe us in your forgiveness, grace, and love. Satisfy the thirsty, and give us the life
only you can give. To you be given honor and praise through Jesus Christ our Lord in
the unity of the Holy Spirit, now and forever.

Congregation: Amen.



GATHERING SONG In Our Mother’s Arms Enfold Us
Lyrics By Barbara Woellner
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We give thanks and praise for mothers,
God please keep them in your care.
Let them hear your quiet whispers,

Let them know you’re always there.
Let the trials they may encounter
Never be too much to bear.

In your loving arms enfold them,
There is peace and comfort there.

APOSTOLIC GREETING

Worship Leader: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the
communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.

Congregation: And also with you.

PRAYER OF THE DAY

Worship Leader: Almighty God, your Son Jesus Christ is the way, the truth, and the life.
Give us grace to love one another, to follow in the way of his commandments, and to
share his risen life with all the world, for he lives and reigns with you and the Holy
Spirit, one God, now and forever.

Congregation: Amen.



FIRST READING Acts 7:55-60

Introduction to the Lesson: Stephen was one of the seven men chosen by the apostles to
serve tables so that the apostles could be free to serve the word (Acts 6:1-6). Stephen
does more than distribute food, however. For his preaching of God’s word, he becomes

the first martyr of the faith.

Reader: “Filled with the Holy Spirit, [Stephen] gazed into heaven and saw the glory of
God and Jesus standing at the right hand of God. **““Look,” he said, “I see the heavens
opened and the Son of Man standing at the right hand of God!” “"But they covered their
ears, and with a loud shout all rushed together against him. *“Then they dragged him out
of the city and began to stone him; and the witnesses laid their coats at the feet of a
young man named Saul. “"While they were stoning Stephen, he prayed, “Lord Jesus,
receive my spirit.” “Then he knelt down and cried out in a loud voice, “Lord, do not
hold this sin against them.” When he had said this, he died.

After the reading...
Reader: The word of the Lord.
Congregation: Thanks be to God.

PSALM: Psalm 31:1-5, 15-16
The psalm for the day is read together as one.

Congregation: 'In you, O Lorp, have I taken refuge; let me never be put to shame;
deliver me in your righteousness.

‘Incline your ear to me;
make haste to deliver me.

‘Be my strong rock, a castle to keep me safe, for you are my crag and my stronghold;
for the sake of your name, lead me and guide me.

‘Take me out of the net that they have secretly set for me,
for you are my tower of strength.

“Into your hands I commend my spirit,
for you have redeemed me, O LorD, God of truth.

"My times are in your hand;
rescue me from the hand of my enemies, and from those who persecute me.



"“Let your face shine upon your servant;
save me in your steadfast love.”

SECOND READING 1 Peter 2:2-10

Introduction to the Lesson: Doing the right things does not guarantee that one will not
experience difficulties, hardships, rejection, or even suffering. Here Christ is presented

as the model for our path of endurance and loyalty to God, particularly amid adversity.

Reader: °Like newborn infants, long for the pure, spiritual milk, so that by it you may
grow into salvation—'if indeed you have tasted that the Lord is good.

‘Come to him, a living stone, though rejected by mortals yet chosen and precious in
God’s sight, and ‘like living stones, let yourselves be built into a spiritual house, to be a
holy priesthood, to offer spiritual sacrifices acceptable to God through Jesus Christ. ‘For
it stands in scripture:

“See, | am laying in Zion a stone,
a cornerstone chosen and precious;
and whoever believes in him will not be put to shame.”
"To you then who believe, he is precious; but for those who do not believe,
“The stone that the builders rejected
has become the very head of the corner,”
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and

“A stone that makes them stumble,
and a rock that makes them fall.”

They stumble because they disobey the word, as they were destined to do.

‘But you are a chosen race, a royal priesthood, a holy nation, God’s own people, in
order that you may proclaim the mighty acts of him who called you out of darkness into
his marvelous light.

“Once you were not a people,
but now you are God’s people;
once you had not received mercy,
but now you have received mercy.

After the reading...
Reader: The word of the Lord.
Congregation: Thanks be to God.



GOSPEL ACCLAMATION The Strife Is O'er, the Battle Done (chorus)
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Text: Symphonia Sirenum, Koln, 1695 tr. Francis Pott, 1832-1909
Music: VICTORY, Giovanni Pierluigi da Palestrina, 1525-1594; arr. William H. Monk, 1823-1889

GOSPEL LESSON John 14:1-14
Introduction to the Gospel: Jesus uses an image familiar to the people of his day to make
a point about spiritual leadership. Those who listen to Jesus are led to abundant life.

Worship Leader: The Holy Gospel according to John in the 14th chapter.
Congregation: Glory to you, O Lord.

Worship Leader: [Jesus said to the disciples:] '“Do not let your hearts be troubled.
Believe in God, believe also in me. ‘In my Father’s house there are many dwelling
places. If it were not so, would I have told you that I go to prepare a place for you? ‘And
if I go and prepare a place for you, I will come again and will take you to myself, so that
where I am, there you may be also. “And you know the way to the place where I am
going.” "Thomas said to him, “Lord, we do not know where you are going. How can we
know the way?” “Jesus said to him, “I am the way, and the truth, and the life. No one
comes to the Father except through me. 'If you know me, you will know my Father also.
From now on you do know him and have seen him.”

‘Philip said to him, “Lord, show us the Father, and we will be satisfied.” "Jesus said to
him, “Have I been with you all this time, Philip, and you still do not know me? Whoever
has seen me has seen the Father. How can you say, ‘Show us the Father’? ""Do you not
believe that I am in the Father and the Father is in me? The words that I say to you I do
not speak on my own; but the Father who dwells in me does his works. ''Believe me that
I am in the Father and the Father is in me; but if you do not, then believe me because of
the works themselves. “Very truly, I tell you, the one who believes in me will also do the
works that I do and, in fact, will do greater works than these, because I am going to the
Father. "I will do whatever you ask in my name, so that the Father may be glorified in
the Son. "If in my name you ask me for anything, I will do it.”

After the reading...
Worship Leader: The gospel of the Lord.
Congregation: Praise to you, O Christ.

GOSPEL MESSAGE—From Sundays and Seasons
Along the Way

The underground railroad that saved the lives of countless enslaved husbands and
mothers and babies tortured by America’s original sin of slavery depended upon safe
refuge along the journey to freedom—a place prepared.



Through desert dangers where thieves waited and beasts preyed in the night, weary
travelers along the Silk Road took restful shelter in inns along their way—a place
prepared.

From the dense streets of Kolkata, India, where poverty’s scourges lie thick over crowds
of people, and disease lingers in the sluggish air, humble compassion clad in white and
blue saris gathers the wretched into a home for the destitute and dying—a place
prepared.

Around the globe, in the midst of despair, people fleeing from war die in the sea, are lost
in the desert, swarm at borders, scale walls, weep at fences, hang on trains, trudge every
landscape imaginable hoping for a home at the end of a trail—a place prepared.

Jesus promised the most remarkable thing to his disciples: “I go to prepare a place for
you” (John 14:2). And they asked, “Where? We don’t understand! Show us!” Jesus’
answer to his disciples does not offer a spiritualized road to heaven or a settled spot in
Galilee, but it does offer all that matters: “I am the way, and the truth, and the

life” (John 14:6). Jesus is the destination and the path. There is a refuge—a place
prepared—in his love. The home of peace and safety that we all long for is found in
Jesus. Jesus is with us all along the roads, streets, and alleyways, in places unseen and
unknown. Jesus is with us, goes before us to prepare the place, and shows us the way.

SERMON
HYMN OF THE DAY Christ Is Alive! Let Christians Sing
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Text: Brian A. Wren, b, 1936

Music: TRURO, T. Williams, Psalmodia Evangelica, 1789
Text ©@ 1975, rev. 1995 Hope Publishing Company, Carol Stream, IL 60188. All rights reserved. Used by permission.

Duplication in any form prohibited without permission or valid license from copyright administrator.



PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION

Worship Leader: Uplifted by the promised hope of healing and resurrection, we join the
people of God in all times and places in praying for the church, the world, and all who
are in need.

A brief silence.

Prayer Leader: Build us up, mothering God, as living stones united in your spiritual
house. Continually strengthen your church as it is sent forth to proclaim your love. We
pray especially for new congregations and those in redevelopment. Lord, in your mercy,
Congregation: hear our prayer.

Prayer Leader: God of healing and rest, help those whose hearts are heavy and weighed
down by many troubles. Comfort their suffering, ease their distress, and carry their
burdens especially Marc Calhoun, Linda Almond, Barbara Haseley, Duke Tieman, Betty
Biddle, Cathi Adams, Michael Morales, Wade Buehler, Gloria Holtzclaw, Betty Daege,
Dianne William, Rosemarie & George Smith, Gary Neal, Karen Bates, Rev. Lydia
Villanueva and family, Don Eunis, Lorraine Reinhard, Bonnie Redler, Kathy Leotta,
Brytt Mathis, Joseph Valentin, Rita Burneik, Bobby Schlegel, Hilda Taylor, George
Clark, Jill Grote, Larry Timmons, Carl Stone, Neftali Garcia and family, Kelly Sullivan,
Susan Gunn, Roy Pruitt, Iris Valentin, Deacon Connie Puls, Joan Keeton, Steve Davis,
Rose Corbett, Rose Marie Piff, Gary Mostrum, Vici Kennedy, the family and friends of
Phyllis Clark, and those suffering from natural disasters, violence, and terror (especially
those in harm’s way while serving in the military and in the COVID-19 pandemic).
Lord, in your mercy,

Congregation: hear our prayer.

THE BLESSING OF WOMEN

Worship Leader: O God of the Resurrection, you made us in your own image and
redeemed us through Jesus your Son. Look with compassion on the whole human
family, but especially this day we ask your blessing on these women gathered here.

Prayer Leader: Almighty God, with a mother’s love and a father’s care you have blessed
some with the joy and responsibility of children. Today we bless those women here and
throughout the world who are mothers and pray that you give them gracious love, calm
strength, and patient wisdom, that they may teach those under their care to love
whatever is just and true and good and that through them their children and the world as
a whole may encounter your unconditional love, following the example of our Savior
Jesus Christ. Lord, in your mercy,

Congregation: hear our prayer.

Prayer Leader: Triune God, whose will it is that humans live in community, bless family
life everywhere and fill all homes with respect, joy, laughter, and prayer. Strengthen the
commitment of all spouses to one another, that they may mirror your covenant
faithfulness. Give strength and wisdom to single moms who shoulder the trials of
parenthood alone. Lord, in your mercy,



Congregation: hear our prayer.

Prayer Leader: Pour out your Spirit on all women who are a mothering and nurturing
presence for children and our community, such as mothers who have adopted their
children, foster mothers, women serving as guardians, and on any who serve as a mother
figure in any capacity. Lord, in your mercy,

Congregation: hear our prayer.

Prayer Leader: God of Peace, may you comfort those who find this day to be difficult
due to a loss of a child or their mother, strained relationships between mother and
offspring, because they have not been able to have children, or for any other reason.
Lord, in your mercy,

Congregation: hear our prayer.

Prayer Leader: God of All, for the sake of the whole world may you take away the
arrogance and hatred that too often infect our hearts; break down the walls that separate
us; unite us in bonds of love; and, through our struggle and confusion, work to
accomplish your purposes on earth; so that, in your good time, every people and nation
may serve you in harmony around your heavenly throne. Lord, in your mercy,
Congregation: hear our prayer.

Worship Leader: With bold confidence in your love, almighty God, we place all for
whom we pray into your eternal care; through Christ our Lord.
Congregation: Amen.

OFFERING

Offerings to the mission and ministry of Grace can be made online at GraceCLW.com
(look for the “Donate’ button), or by mailing a check to Grace Lutheran Church, 1812
N. Highland Ave. Clearwater FL 33755. Thank you for your continued financial support
during these uncertain times. You can also fill out your attendance form on our
website.
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Text: John MacLeod Campbell Crum, 1872-1958
Music: NOEL NOUVELET, French carol
Text from Oxford Book of Carols, © Oxford University Press 1928. All rights reserved.

Duplication in any form prohibited without permission or valid license from copyright administrator.

OFFERING PRAYER
Prayer Leader: Blessed are you, O God, maker of all things. Through your goodness you

have blessed us with these gifts: our selves, our time, and our possessions. Use us, and
what we have gathered, in feeding the world with your love, through the one who gave
himself for us, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.

Congregation: Amen.

LORD’S PRAYER
Worship Leader: Lord, remember us in your kingdom and teach us to pray in the
language closest to our hearts.

Congregation: Qur Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom
come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead
us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the
power, and the glory, forever and ever. Amen.

THANKSGIVING FOR THE WORD

Worship Leader: Let us pray. O God of justice and love, we give thanks to you that you
illumine our way through life with the words of your Son. Give us the light we need,
awaken us to the needs of others, and at the end bring all the world to your feast;
through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, to whom, with you and the Holy Spirit, be
honor and glory forever.

Congregation: Amen.

BLESSING
Worship Leader: May the One who brought forth Jesus from the dead raise you to new
life, fill you with hope, and turn your mourning into dancing. Almighty God, Father, =

Son, and Holy Spirit, bless you now and forever.
Congregation: Amen.



SENDING SONG Jesus Loves Me
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Text: Anna B. Warner, 1820-1915, alt.
Music: JESUS LOVES ME, William B. Bradbury, 1816-1868

DISMISSAL

Worship Leader: Together we have heard God’s Word and joined in prayer, we have
given and have been forgiven. Now our service of worship has ended, and our service to
the world begins! Christ is risen, just as he said. Go in peace. Share the good news.
Alleluia!

Congregation: Thanks be to God. Alleluia!

From Sundays and Seasons.com. Copyright 2020 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved. Reprinted by
permission under Augsburg Fortress Liturgies Annual License #27824.
New Revised Standard Version Bible, copyright 1989, Division of Christian Education of the National Council
of the Churches of Christ in the United States of America.






