WEDNESDAY DEVOTIONS APRIL 10, 2024

READING James 2:1-7

1My brothers and sisters, do you with your acts of favoritism really believe in our glorious Lord Jesus
Christ? 2For if a person with gold rings and in fine clothes comes into your assembly, and if a poor person
in dirty clothes also comes in, 3and if you take notice of the one wearing the fine clothes and say, "Have a
seat here, please,” while to the one who is poor you say, "Stand there,"” or, "Sit at my feet,” 4have you not
made distinctions among yourselves, and become judges with evil thoughts? 5Listen, my beloved brothers
and sisters. Has not God chosen the poor in the world to be rich in faith and to be heirs of the kingdom that
he has promised to those who love him? 6But you have dishonored the poor. Is it not the rich who oppress
you? Is it not they who drag you into court? 71s it not they who blaspheme the excellent name that was
invoked over you?

SUFFRAGES

Holy God, holy and mighty, holy and immortal,

have mercy on us.

Our Father in heaven,
hallowed be your name,
your kingdom come,
your will be done,

on earth as in heaven.

Give us today our daily bread.

Forgive us our sins
as we forgive those

who sin against us.

Save us from the time of trial
and deliver us from evil.

For the kingdom, the power,
and the glory are yours,
now and forever. Amen.

I believe in God, the Father almighty,
creator of heaven and earth.
I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried;
he descended to the dead.
On the third day he rose again;
he ascended into heaven,
he is seated at the right hand of the Father,
and he will come to judge the living and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy catholic church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting. Amen.

Show us your mercy, O God,
and grant us your salvation.



Give us the joy of your saving help again,
and sustain us with your bountiful Spirit.
Give peace in all the world;

for only in you can we live in safety.

Keep the nations under your care,

and guide us in the way of justice and truth.
Let your way be known upon earth;

your saving health among all nations.

Let not the needy be forgotten,

nor the hope of the poor be taken away.
Create in me a clean heart, O God,

and sustain me with your Holy Spirit.
Lord, hear my prayer,

and let my cry come before you.

The Lord be with you.
And also with you.

Let us pray. Holy and righteous God, you are the author of life, and you adopt us to be your children. Fill us
with your words of life, that we may live as witnesses to the resurrection of your Son, Jesus Christ, our Savior
and Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.

Amen.

Additional prayers may be said.

The final prayer is one appropriate to the time of day or the occasion.

We give thanks to you, heavenly Father, through Jesus Christ your dear Son, that you have graciously
protected us today. We ask you to forgive us all our sins, where we have done wrong, and graciously to
protect us tonight. Into your hands we commend ourselves: our bodies, our souls, and all that is ours.
Let your holy angels be with us, so that the wicked foe may have no power over us. Amen.

Let us bless the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

Almighty God bless us, defend us from all evil, and bring us to everlasting life.

Amen.
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