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Ministers:  The People of Grace Lutheran Church        Pastor: Rev. Jefferson Cox 



Welcome! The mystery of God’s ways is sometimes hidden from the wise and 

intelligent. Jesus associates with those often excluded from the religious community. 

Like Paul, we struggle with our own selfish desires and seek God’s mercy and 

forgiveness. We gather to be refreshed by Christ’s invitation: “Come to me, all you that 

are weary.” Gathered around word, water, and meal, we find rest for our souls.   

This is a special bulletin for Grace Lutheran Church. This bulletin is designed to be used 

at home by anyone who is baptized serving as the Worship Leader. If you use this 

bulletin for worship, either by itself or alongside our service on YouTube, please fill out 

the Attendance Record Form on our website: GraceCLW.com 

ADAPTIVE SERVICE OF THE WORD  
 

GREETING  

Worship Leader: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the 
communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 
Congregation: And also with you. 
 

PRAYER OF THE DAY 

Worship Leader: You are great, O God, and greatly to be praised. You have made us for 
yourself, and our hearts are restless until they rest in you. Grant that we may believe in 
you, call upon you, know you, and serve you, through your Son, Jesus Christ, our Savior 

and Lord. 
Congregation: Amen. 
 

FIRST READING   Romans 7:15-25a                                        

Introduction to the Lesson: Life captive to sin is a catch-22 existence in which we know 
good but do not do it and do things we know to be wrong. Through Jesus Christ, God 
has set us free from such a futile existence.  
 

Reader: 15 I do not understand what I do; for I don't do what I would like to do, but 
instead I do what I hate. 16 Since what I do is what I don't want to do, this shows that I 
agree that the Law is right. 17 So I am not really the one who does this thing; rather it is 
the sin that lives in me. 18 I know that good does not live in me—that is, in my human 
nature. For even though the desire to do good is in me, I am not able to do it. 19 I don't 
do the good I want to do; instead, I do the evil that I do not want to do. 20 If I do what I 
don't want to do, this means that I am no longer the one who does it; instead, it is the sin 
that lives in me. 21 So I find that this law is at work: when I want to do what is good, 
what is evil is the only choice I have. 22 My inner being delights in the law of 
God. 23 But I see a different law at work in my body—a law that fights against the law 
which my mind approves of. It makes me a prisoner to the law of sin which is at work in 
my body. 24 What an unhappy man I am! Who will rescue me from this body that is 
taking me to death? 25 Thanks be to God, who does this through our Lord Jesus 
Christ!.”  



After the reading... 

Reader: The word of the Lord.   

Congregation: Thanks be to God. 
 

GOSPEL LESSON    Matthew 11:16-19, 25-30         

Introduction to the Gospel: Jesus chides people who find fault with both his ministry and 
that of John the Baptist. He thanks God that wisdom and intelligence are not needed to 

receive what God has to offer. 

Worship Leader:  The Holy Gospel according to Matthew in the 11th chapter.  

Congregation: Glory to you, O Lord. 
 

Worship Leader: 16 “Now, to what can I compare the people of this day? They are like 

children sitting in the marketplace. One group shouts to the other, 17 ‘We played 

wedding music for you, but you wouldn't dance! We sang funeral songs, but you 

wouldn't cry!’ 18 When John came, he fasted and drank no wine, and everyone said, ‘He 

has a demon in him!’ 19 When the Son of Man came, he ate and drank, and everyone 

said, ‘Look at this man! He is a glutton and wine drinker, a friend of tax collectors and 

other outcasts!’ God's wisdom, however, is shown to be true by its results.”  25 At that 

time Jesus said, “Father, Lord of heaven and earth! I thank you because you have shown 

to the unlearned what you have hidden from the wise and learned. 26 Yes, Father, this 

was how you were pleased to have it happen. 27 “My Father has given me all things. No 

one knows the Son except the Father, and no one knows the Father except the Son and 

those to whom the Son chooses to reveal him. 28 “Come to me, all of you who are tired 

from carrying heavy loads, and I will give you rest. 29 Take my yoke and put it on you, 

and learn from me, because I am gentle and humble in spirit; and you will find 

rest. 30 For the yoke I will give you is easy, and the load I will put on you is light.” 
  

After the reading... 

Worship Leader: The gospel of the Lord.   

Congregation: Praise to you, O Christ. 
 

GOSPEL MESSAGE—From Sundays and Seasons 

Work That Restores 

What kind of rest is Jesus promising when he says, “Come to me, all you that are 
weary” (Matt. 11:28)? It isn’t about a day off, though given Jesus’ faithfulness to the 
Jewish Torah, sabbath rest is surely part of his vision for human life. But Jesus says, 
“Take my yoke upon you, and learn from me” (Matt. 11:29). These are words that mean 
work: a yoke is what you put on oxen so they can pull a plow. These words don’t sound 
like rest! But they invite us to do the work that really matters, instead of the work that 
only wearies our bodies and souls. 



Jesus invites us to take on his teaching and his way of working for the kingdom. He is 
gracious to those who follow him in this labor. He does not put impossible tasks on 
people or reject people because they are not perfect. This is how he brings rest for weary 
souls. This is what makes his burden light. 

Jesus also invites his followers to join him in doing the work that matters, the labor that 
satisfies: loving our neighbor, caring for the needy, seeking justice for those excluded, 
feeding the hungry, forgiving those who do harm, seeking liberation for people who are 
oppressed, teaching others that God is love for all. This is work that might make your 
body weary but will give life to your soul. This work might make you tired by the end of 
the day, but it is the kind of tired that feels satisfying and leads to good, restful sleep. 

To follow Jesus is to find ourselves working for the things that matter to our hearts and 
to God. What a gift to follow such a gracious, gentle, and humble Lord. 

SERMON                  
 

HYMN OF THE DAY             Softly and Tenderly Jesus Is Calling vs. 1 & 2   



PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 

Worship Leader: Called into unity with one another and the whole creation, let us pray 
for our shared world. 
Prayer Leader: We pray for the church. Sustain us as we share your word. Embrace us as 

we struggle to find our common ground. Lift up leaders with powerful and prophetic 

voices. Free us from stagnant faith. Lord, in your mercy, 

Congregation: hear our prayer. 

 

Prayer Leader: We pray for the nations, especially the United States and Canada, 

celebrating their nationhood. Guide leaders in developing just policies and guide 

difficult conversations. Free us from patriotism that hinders relationship-building. Lead 

us to expansive love for our neighbor. Lord, in your mercy, 

Congregation: hear our prayer. 

 

Prayer Leader: We pray for all in need. For all who are tired, feeling despair, sick, or 

oppressed (especially Marc Calhoun, Linda Almond, Barbara Haseley, Duke Tieman, 

Betty Biddle, Cathi Adams, Michael Morales, Wade Buehler, Gloria Holtzclaw, Betty 

Daege, Dianne William, Rosemarie & George Smith, Gary Neal, Karen Bates, Rev. 

Lydia Villanueva and family, Don Eunis, Lorraine Reinhard, Bonnie Redler, Kathy 



Leotta, Brytt Mathis, Joseph Valentin, Rita Burneik, Bobby Schlegel, Hilda Taylor, 

George Clark, Jill Grote, Larry Timmons, Carl Stone, Neftali Garcia and family, Kelly 

Sullivan, Susan Gunn, Roy Pruitt, Iris Valentin, Deacon Connie Puls, Joan Keeton, 

Steve Davis, Rose Marie Piff, Gary Mostrum, Vici Kennedy, Gail Elder, the family and 

friends of Dianne Glymph, and the over 100,000 people in the United States & the 

350,000 people worldwide who have died from COVID-19, and those suffering from 

other natural disasters (including the flooding across the United States), violence, & 

terror.  

Take their yoke upon you and ease their burdens. Give your consolation and free us from 

all that keeps us bound . Lord, in your mercy, 

Congregation: hear our prayer. 

 

Worship Leader: Receive these prayers, O God, and those too deep for words; through Jesus Christ 

our Lord. 
Congregation: Amen. 

OFFERING 

Offerings to the mission and ministry of Grace can be made online at GraceCLW.com 

(look for the “Donate” button), or (for now) by mailing a check to Grace Lutheran 

Church, 1812 N. Highland Ave. Clearwater FL 33755. Thank you for your continued 

financial support during these uncertain times. You can fill out your attendance form on 

our website as well. 

OFFERING PRAYER   
Prayer Leader: Blessed are you, O God, maker of all things. Through your goodness you 

have blessed us with these gifts: our selves, our time, and our possessions. Use us, and 

what we have gathered, in feeding the world with your love, through the one who gave 

himself for us, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.  

Congregation: Amen.  

 

LORD’S PRAYER   

Worship Leader: Lord, remember us in your kingdom and teach us to pray in the 

language closest to our hearts. 

Congregation: Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom 

come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; 

and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead 

us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the 

power, and the glory, forever and ever. Amen. 
 

 



THANKSGIVING FOR THE WORD  

Worship Leader: Let us pray. O God of justice and love, we give thanks to you that you 
illumine our way through life with the words of your Son. Give us the light we need, 
awaken us to the needs of others, and at the end bring all the world to your feast; 
through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, to whom, with you and the Holy Spirit, be 
honor and glory forever. 

Congregation: Amen. 
 

BLESSING   

Worship Leader: The Lord bless you and keep you. The Lord’s face shine on you with 

grace and mercy. The Lord look upon you with favor and ☩  give you peace . 

Congregation: Amen. 
 

SENDING SONG                 Doxology         

DISMISSAL 

Pastor: Together we have heard God’s Word and joined in prayer, we have given and 
have been forgiven. Now our service of worship has ended, and our service to the world 
begins! Go in peace. Christ is with you.  
Congregation: Thanks be to God! 
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