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Welcome! Jesus does not abandon his followers. Through the Holy Spirit, Jesus comes
to abide with his disciples of every generation. As Pentecost draws near, we are
reminded that the risen Christ dwells in us as the Spirit of truth. We receive this Spirit in
baptism and pray that soon we can gather around the Lord’s table as the Spirit
transforms us to be the body of the risen Christ in the world.

This is a special bulletin for Grace Lutheran Church. This bulletin is designed to be used
at home by anyone who is baptized serving as the Worship Leader. If you use this
bulletin for worship, either by itself or alongside our service on YouTube, please fill out
the Attendance Record Form on our website: GraceCLW.com

ADAPTIVE SERVICE OF THE WORD

GREETING

Worship Leader: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the
communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.
Congregation: And also with you.

PRAYER OF THE DAY

Worship Leader: Almighty and ever-living God, you hold together all things in heaven
and on earth. In your great mercy receive the prayers of all your children, and give to all
the world the Spirit of your truth and peace, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord,

who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.
Congregation: Amen.

FIRST READING 1 Peter 3:13-22

Introduction to the Lesson: The author of 1 Peter encourages Christians to remain
faithful even in the face of defamation and persecution. In baptism we are made clean to
act in accordance with what is right.

Reader: 13 Who will harm you if you are eager to do what is good? 14 But even if you
should suffer for doing what is right, how happy you are! Do not be afraid of anyone,
and do not worry. 15 But have reverence for Christ in your hearts, and honor him as
Lord. Be ready at all times to answer anyone who asks you to explain the hope you have
in you, 16 but do it with gentleness and respect. Keep your conscience clear, so that
when you are insulted, those who speak evil of your good conduct as followers of Christ
will become ashamed of what they say. 17 For it is better to suffer for doing good, if this
should be God's will, than for doing evil. 18 For Christ died[a] for sins once and for all,
a good man on behalf of sinners, in order to lead you to God. He was put to death
physically, but made alive spiritually, 19 and in his spiritual existence he went and
preached to the imprisoned spirits. 20 These were the spirits of those who had not



obeyed God when he waited patiently during the days that Noah was building his boat.
The few people in the boat—eight in all—were saved by the water, 21 which was a
symbol pointing to baptism, which now saves you. It is not the washing off of bodily
dirt, but the promise made to God from a good conscience. It saves you through the
resurrection of Jesus Christ, 22 who has gone to heaven and is at the right side of God,
ruling over all angels and heavenly authorities and powers.

After the reading...
Reader: The word of the Lord.
Congregation: Thanks be to God.

GOSPEL LESSON John 14:15-21

Introduction to the Gospel: In final words to his disciples on the night of his arrest, Jesus
encourages obedience to his commandments and speaks of the Spirit, who will be with

them forever.

Worship Leader: The Holy Gospel according to John in the 14th chapter.
Congregation: Glory to you, O Lord.

Worship Leader: 15 “If you love me, you will obey my commandments. 16 I will ask the
Father, and he will give you another Helper, who will stay with you forever. 17 He is the
Spirit, who reveals the truth about God. The world cannot receive him, because it cannot
see him or know him. But you know him, because he remains with you and is in you.
18 “When I go, you will not be left all alone; I will come back to you. 19 In a little while
the world will see me no more, but you will see me; and because I live, you also will
live. 20 When that day comes, you will know that I am in my Father and that you are in
me, just as [ am in you. 21 “Those who accept my commandments and obey them are
the ones who love me. My Father will love those who love me; I too will love them and
reveal myself to them.”

After the reading...
Worship Leader: The gospel of the Lord.
Congregation: Praise to you, O Christ.

GOSPEL MESSAGE—From Sundays and Seasons
I’ll Not Turn Away

It’s all about the relationship of love. Love is the first and the greatest of
commandments, according to Jesus. This is the gospel of the Lord!

The two men seemed dissimilar in almost every way: their color, their age, their
education and careers, their families and sexuality, the worlds they knew and the lives
they had lived. All of it registered as a natural, albeit unconsidered, divide. When



circumstances they could never have anticipated brought them together, the two began to
accompany one another through years of capsized lives. They walked side by side in
body and spirit, carrying along one another’s stories, fears, losses, regrets, and joys, each
daring to let them slip into his heart. Amid the ebb and flow of seasons, the unlikely
companions discovered in one another stories that were their own. Something of each of
them was in the other.

Call this grace: the wretched demons of loneliness that had haunted both men stumbled,
adrift in the wake of the companions’ fellowship.

Still, they knew that parting was ahead. The days of walking, conversing, and trusting
the companionship would soon come to an end. So they began to speak of their
impending separation in this way: “This is my promise: I’ll see you on the other side of
this.” It was repeated with other words, which always meant “I will not turn away from
you.” Call this the gospel story.

Grace 1s found in mystery, when strange circumstances confound expectations. Love is
found in experience, when trust is discovered and nurtured. In a form we are not looking
for, another—the Advocate, Comforter, Counselor, Spirit—will come to us.

“I will not leave you orphaned,” says Jesus. “I am coming to you” (John 14:18). It’s all
about the relationship of love.

SERMON
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Text: Michael Saward, b. 1932

Music: BUNESSAN, Gaelic tune
Text © 1982 Jubilate Hymns, admin. Hope Publishing Company, Carol Stream, IL 60188.
All rights reserved. Used by permission.

Duplication in any form prohibited without permission or valid license from copyright administrator.



PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION

Worship Leader: Uplifted by the promised hope of healing and resurrection, we join the
people of God in all times and places in praying for the church, the world, and all who
are in need.

Prayer Leader: Abiding God, you have revealed yourself to us in the form of your Son,
Jesus Christ. Embolden your church, as your followers, to reveal your love to everyone
in our speaking and in our living. Lord, in your mercy,

Congregation: hear our prayer.

Prayer Leader: You come near to us when we are lost, and you hear our distress. We
pray for those who suffer in any way especially Marc Calhoun, Linda Almond, Barbara
Haseley, Duke Tieman, Betty Biddle, Cathi Adams, Michael Morales, Wade Buehler,
Gloria Holtzclaw, Betty Daege, Dianne William, Rosemarie & George Smith, Gary
Neal, Karen Bates, Rev. Lydia Villanueva and family, Don Eunis, Lorraine Reinhard,
Bonnie Redler, Kathy Leotta, Brytt Mathis, Joseph Valentin, Rita Burneik, Bobby
Schlegel, Hilda Taylor, George Clark, Jill Grote, Pastor Bruce Edwards, Larry Timmons,
Carl Stone, Neftali Garcia and family, Kelly Sullivan, Susan Gunn, Roy Pruitt, Iris
Valentin, Eliezar Granados, Deacon Connie Puls, Joan Keeton, Steve Davis, the family
and friends of Phyllis Clark, and those suffering from natural disasters, violence, and
terror (especially the those impacted by the COVID-19 outbreak, those in harm’s way
while serving in the military, as first responders, or in the medical field, those unjustly or
unnecessarily separated from their parents or children, and those we name now with our
lips or in our hearts). Lord, in your mercy,

Congregation: hear our prayer.

Prayer Leader: Your commands are good and merciful. Give us courage to take hold of
our baptismal promises to work for justice, advocate for the voiceless, and free the
oppressed and imprisoned in body, mind, or spirit. Lord, in your mercy,

Congregation: hear our prayer.

Worship Leader: With bold confidence in your love, almighty God, we place all for
whom we pray into your eternal care; through Christ our Lord.
Congregation: Amen.

OFFERING

Olfferings to the mission and ministry of Grace can be made online at GraceCLW.com
(look for the “Donate’ button), or (for now) by mailing a check to Grace Lutheran
Church, 1812 N. Highland Ave. Clearwater FL 33755. Thank you for your continued
financial support during these uncertain times. You can fill out your attendance form on
our website as well.



OFFERING PRAYER
Prayer Leader: Blessed are you, O God, maker of all things. Through your goodness you

have blessed us with these gifts: our selves, our time, and our possessions. Use us, and
what we have gathered, in feeding the world with your love, through the one who gave
himself for us, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.

Congregation: Amen.

LORD’S PRAYER

Worship Leader: Lord, remember us in your kingdom and teach us to pray in the
language closest to our hearts.

Congregation: Qur Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom
come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead
us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the
power, and the glory, forever and ever. Amen.

THANKSGIVING FOR THE WORD

Worship Leader: Let us pray. O God of justice and love, we give thanks to you that you
illumine our way through life with the words of your Son. Give us the light we need,
awaken us to the needs of others, and at the end bring all the world to your feast;
through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, to whom, with you and the Holy Spirit, be
honor and glory forever.

Congregation: Amen.

BLESSING

Worship Leader: May the One who brought forth Jesus from the dead raise you to new
life, fill you with hope, and turn your mourning into dancing. Almighty God, Father, +
Son, and Holy Spirit, bless you now and forever.

Congregation: Amen.

SENDING SONG Doxology
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Text: Thomas Ken, 1637-1711
Music: OLD HUNDREDTH, Louis Bourgeois, 1510-1561

DISMISSAL

Pastor: Together we have heard God’s Word and joined in prayer, we have given and
have been forgiven. Now our service of worship has ended, and our service to the world
begins! Christ is risen, just as he said. Go in peace. Share the good news. Alleluia!
Congregation: Thanks be to God. Alleluia!
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