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Welcome! God’s word is like the rain that waters the earth and brings forth vegetation. It
is also like the sower who scatters seed indiscriminately. Our lives are like seeds sown in
the earth. Even from what appears to be little, dormant, or dead, God promises a harvest.
At the Lord’s table we are fed with the bread of life, that we may bear fruit in the world.

This is a special bulletin for Grace Lutheran Church. We have closed the Sanctuary to
the general public amidst the COVID-19 pandemic. This bulletin is designed to be used
at home by anyone who is baptized serving as the Worship Leader. If you use this
bulletin for worship, either by itself or alongside our service on YouTube, please fill out
the Attendance Record Form on our website: GraceCLW.com

SERVICE OF THE
WORD

THANKSGIVING FOR BAPTISM
Worship Leader: In the name of the Father, and of the + Son, and of the Holy Spirit.
Congregation: Amen.

Worship Leader: Joined to Christ in the waters of baptism, we are clothed with God's
mercy and forgiveness. Let us give thanks for the gift of baptism.

Water may be poured into the font as the presiding minister gives thanks.

Worship Leader: We give you thanks, O God, for in the beginning your Spirit moved
over the waters and by your Word you created the world, calling forth life in which you
took delight. Through the waters of the flood you delivered Noah and his family.
Through the sea you led your people Israel from slavery into freedom. At the river your
Son was baptized by John and anointed with the Holy Spirit. By water and your Word
you claim us as daughters and sons, making us heirs of your promise and servants of all.

Congregation: We praise you for the gift of water that sustains life, and above all
we praise you for the gift of new life in Jesus Christ. Shower us with your Spirit,
and renew our lives with your forgiveness, grace, and love. To you be given honor
and praise through Jesus Christ our Lord in the unity of the Holy Spirit, now and
forever. Amen.



GATHERING SONG Open Now Thy Gates of Beauty Vs. 1 & 3
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1 O - pen now thy gates of beau-ty, Zi - on, let me en - ter there,
2 Gra-cious God, I come be - fore thee; come thou al - so un - to me;
3 Here thy praise is glad - ly chant-ed, here thy seed is du - ly sown;
4 Thou my faith in-crease and quick-en, let me keep thy gift di- vine;
5 Speak, O God,and | will hear thee, let thy will be done in - deed;
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where my soul in  joy - ful du -ty waits for God who an - swers prayer.
where we find thee and a - dore thee,there a heav’'n on earth must be.
let  my soul,where it is plant-ed, bring forth pre - cious sheaves a - lone,
how - so-e’er temp - ta - tions thick-en, may thy word still o’er me shine
may [ un - dis-turbed draw near thee while thou dost thy peo - ple feed.
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Oh, how bless-ed 18 this place, filled with so - lace, light, and grace!
To my heart,oh, en - ter thou, Ilet it be thy tem-ple now!
so that all 1 hear may be fruit-ful un - to life in me.

as my guid-ing star through life, as my com-fort in all strife.
Here of life the foun-tain flows; here 1s balm for all our woes.

Text: Benjamin Schmolck, 1672-1737; tr. Catherine Winkworth, 1827-1878, alt.
Music: UNSER HERRSCHER, Joachim Neander, 1650-1680

APOSTOLIC GREETING

Worship Leader: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the
communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.

Congregation: And also with you.

PRAYER OF THE DAY

Worship Leader: Let us pray together the Prayer of the Day.

Congregation: Almighty God, we thank you for planting in us the seed of your
word. By your Holy Spirit help us to receive it with joy, live according to it, and
grow in faith and hope and love, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen.



FIRST READING Isaiah 55:10-13

Introduction to the Lesson: God'’s word to Israel’s exiles is as sure and effective as never
-failing precipitation. Their return to the Holy Land in a new exodus is cheered on by
singing mountains and by trees that clap their hands.
Reader: ""For as the rain and the snow come down from heaven,
and do not return there until they have watered the earth,
making it bring forth and sprout,
giving seed to the sower and bread to the eater,
"'so shall my word be that goes out from my mouth;
it shall not return to me empty,
but it shall accomplish that which I purpose,
and succeed in the thing for which I sent it.

“For you shall go out in joy,
and be led back in peace;
the mountains and the hills before you
shall burst into song,
and all the trees of the field shall clap their hands.
“Instead of the thorn shall come up the cypress;
instead of the brier shall come up the myrtle;
and it shall be to the LorD for a memorial,
for an everlasting sign that shall not be cut off.

After the reading...
Reader: The word of the Lord.
Congregation: Thanks be to God.

PSALM: Psalm 145:8-14
The psalm for the day is read responsively.

Reader: "You visit the earth and water it abundantly; you make it very plenteous; the
river of God is full of water. You prepare the grain, for so you provide for the earth.

You drench the furrows and smooth out the ridges;
with heavy rain you soften the ground and bless its increase.

""You crown the year with your goodness,
and your paths overflow with plenty.



“May the fields of the wilderness be rich for grazing,
and the hills be clothed with joy.

“May the meadows cover themselves with flocks, and the valleys cloak them- | selves
with grain;
let them shout for | joy and sing.

SECOND READING Romans 8:1-11

Introduction to the Lesson: There is no condemnation for those who live in Christ. God
sent Christ to accomplish what the law was unable to do: condemn sin and free us from
its death-dealing ways. The Spirit now empowers proper actions and values in our lives
and gives us the promise of resurrected life.

Reader: [Paul writes:] 'There is therefore now no condemnation for those who are in
Christ Jesus. “For the law of the Spirit of life in Christ Jesus has set you free from the
law of sin and of death. 'For God has done what the law, weakened by the flesh, could
not do: by sending his own Son in the likeness of sinful flesh, and to deal with sin, he
condemned sin in the flesh, ‘so that the just requirement of the law might be fulfilled in
us, who walk not according to the flesh but according to the Spirit. ‘For those who live
according to the flesh set their minds on the things of the flesh, but those who live
according to the Spirit set their minds on the things of the Spirit. “To set the mind on the
flesh is death, but to set the mind on the Spirit is life and peace. 'For this reason the
mind that is set on the flesh is hostile to God; it does not submit to God’s law—indeed it
cannot, ‘and those who are in the flesh cannot please God.

’But you are not in the flesh; you are in the Spirit, since the Spirit of God dwells in
you. Anyone who does not have the Spirit of Christ does not belong to him. ""But if
Christ is in you, though the body is dead because of sin, the Spirit is life because of
righteousness. ''If the Spirit of him who raised Jesus from the dead dwells in you, he
who raised Christ from the dead will give life to your mortal bodies also through his
Spirit that dwells in you.

After the reading...
Reader: The word of the Lord.

Congregation: Thanks be to God.

GOSPEL LESSON Matthew 13:1-9, 18-23

Introduction to the Gospel: In Matthew’s gospel, both Jesus and his disciples “sow the
seed” of God’s word by proclaiming the good news that “the kingdom of heaven is
near.” Now, in a memorable parable, Jesus explains why this good news produces
different results in those who hear.

Worship Leader: The Holy Gospel according to Matthew in the 13th chapter.
Congregation: Glory to you, O Lord.



Worship Leader: 'That same day Jesus went out of the house and sat beside the sea.
“Such great crowds gathered around him that he got into a boat and sat there, while the
whole crowd stood on the beach. 'And he told them many things in parables, saying:
“Listen! A sower went out to sow. ‘And as he sowed, some seeds fell on the path, and
the birds came and ate them up. "Other seeds fell on rocky ground, where they did not
have much soil, and they sprang up quickly, since they had no depth of soil. ‘But when
the sun rose, they were scorched; and since they had no root, they withered away. 'Other
seeds fell among thorns, and the thorns grew up and choked them. ‘Other seeds fell on
good soil and brought forth grain, some a hundredfold, some sixty, some thirty. "Let
anyone with ears listen!”

“Hear then the parable of the sower. "When anyone hears the word of the kingdom
and does not understand it, the evil one comes and snatches away what is sown in the
heart; this is what was sown on the path. ’As for what was sown on rocky ground, this is
the one who hears the word and immediately receives it with joy; *'yet such a person has
no root, but endures only for a while, and when trouble or persecution arises on account
of the word, that person immediately falls away. ’As for what was sown among thorns,
this is the one who hears the word, but the cares of the world and the lure of wealth
choke the word, and it yields nothing. “But as for what was sown on good soil, this is
the one who hears the word and understands it, who indeed bears fruit and yields, in one
case a hundredfold, in another sixty, and in another thirty.”

After the reading...
Worship Leader: The gospel of the Lord.
Congregation: Praise to you, O Christ.

GOSPEL MESSAGE—From Sundays and Seasons
Taking Root

Jesus makes it clear that merely speaking or receiving the good news of the kingdom of
God is not always sufficient. Through preaching, Bible study, and worship God’s word
is planted in our hearts. But many things can get in the way of the word taking root,
growing, and producing fruit.

The church is often tempted to do whatever it takes to bring in as many people, and as
quickly, as possible for the sake of increasing numbers. This is sometimes done through
shallowness: appealing to popular trends, preaching an easy message that requires no
repentance or sacrifice, or depending on the charisma of the messenger more than the
substance of the message.

In his parable of the sowing of seeds, Jesus emphasizes that it takes understanding and
depth for God’s word to take root, to endure struggles, and to be sustained long enough
to bear fruit. Shallowness only makes room for a quick growth that doesn’t last.

In the church, what makes for depth that allows God’s word to take root and last in our
lives? Often it means connecting God’s word to the deep, personal needs we bring. Is
the Bible a book about things that happened a long time ago, or does it speak God’s



word for our lives today? Do we listen only to the parts of God’s word that sound easy
and make us feel good, or do we wrestle with messages of repentance and calls to seek
justice?

Martin Luther taught the church that God’s word comes to us as law and gospel. We
don’t get to choose which one we want to hear. We always get both. Both knowing we
need God’s mercy and hearing that God’s mercy is a gift for us through Christ bring
God’s word deep into our hearts, where it takes root and lives. This is what it means to

understand God’s word with depth.

SERMON
HYMN OF THE DAY Lord, Let My Heart Be Good Soil
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Lord, let my heart be good soil, o-pen to the seed of your word.
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Lord, let my heart be good soil, where love can grow and peace is un-der-stood.
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When my heart is hard, break the stone a - way. When my heart is cold,
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warm it with the day. @ When my heart is lost, lead me on your way.
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Lord, let my heart, Lord, let my heart, Lord, let my heart be good soil.

Text: Handt Hanson, b. 1950
Music: GOOD SOIL, Handt Hanson
Text and music © 1985 Prince of Peace Publishing, Changing Church, Inc., admin. Augsburg Fortress.

Duplication in any form prohibited without permission or valid license from copyright administrator.



PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION

Worship Leader: Called into unity with one another and the whole creation, let us pray
for our shared world.

A briefsilence.

Prayer Leader: Gracious God, your word has been sown in many ways and places. We
pray for missionaries and newly planted congregations around the world. Inspire us by
their witness to the faith we share. Lord, in your mercy,

Congregation: hear our prayer.

Prayer Leader: Creating God, the mountains and hills burst into song and the trees and
fields clap their hands in praise. We pray for the birds and animals who make their home
in the trees, and for lands stripped bare by deforestation. Empower us to sustainably use
what you have given. Lord, in your mercy,

Congregation: hear our prayer.

Prayer Leader: Reigning God, we pray for our nation’s leaders. Increase their desire for
justice and equality. We pray for our enemies. Bridge the chasms that divide us and
guide authorities to a deep and lasting peace. Lord, in your mercy,

Congregation: hear our prayer.

Prayer Leader: Abiding God, care for all who are in need (especially Marc Calhoun,
Linda Almond, Barbara Haseley, Duke Tieman, Betty Biddle, Cathi Adams, Michael
Morales, Wade Buehler, Gloria Holtzclaw, Betty Daege, Dianne William, Rosemarie &
George Smith, Gary Neal, Karen Bates, Rev. Lydia Villanueva and family, Don Eunis,
Lorraine Reinhard, Bonnie Redler, Kathy Leotta, Brytt Mathis, Joseph Valentin, Rita
Burneik, Bobby Schlegel, Hilda Taylor, George Clark, Jill Grote, Larry Timmons, Carl
Stone, Neftali Garcia and family, Kelly Sullivan, Susan Gunn, Roy Pruitt, Iris Valentin,
Deacon Connie Puls, Joan Keeton, Steve Davis, Rose Marie Piff, Gary Mostrum, Vici
Kennedy, Gail Elder, Valerie Smutko, Jason Meadows, Missy, Penny, & Henry, Anka
Pink’s grandmother, the family and friends of the over 120,000 people in the United
States & the 350,000 people worldwide who have died from COVID-19, and those
suffering from natural disasters (including COVID-19 and the flooding across the
United States), violence, & terror.

For those who are doubting, renew faith. For those who are worrying, provide release.
For those who are struggling, ease burdens. For those in fear, give hope. Lord, in your
mercy,

Congregation: hear our prayer.

Prayer Leader: Renewing God, revive your church in this place. Nourish and nurture the
seeds you have planted, that we might grow as disciples. Replace what has been
depleted. Sustain our ministries, especially as we live in the reality of the COVID-19
pandemic, and deepen relationships with the wider community. Lord, in your mercy,
Congregation: hear our prayer.

Here other intercessions may be offered.



Prayer Leader: Eternal God, we give thanks for all who have died (especially Nathan
Soderblom, Bishop of Uppsala, whom we commemorate today). Comfort us in the sure
and certain hope of the resurrection. Lord, in your mercy,

Congregation: hear our prayer.

Worship Leader: Receive these prayers, O God, and those too deep for words; through

Jesus Christ our Lord.
Congregation: Amen.
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Lord, let my heart be good soil, o-pen to the seed of your word.
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Lord, let my heart be good soil, where love can grow and peace is un-der-stood.
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When my heart is hard, break the stone a - way. When my heart is cold,
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warm it with the day.  When my heart is lost, lead me on your way.
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Lord, let my heart, Lord, let my heart, Lord, let my heart be good soil.

Text: Handt Hanson, b. 1950
Music: GOOD SOIL, Handt Hanson
Text and music © 1985 Prince of Peace Publishing, Changing Church, Inc., admin. Augsburg Fortress.

Duplication in any form prohibited without permission or valid license from copyright administrator.

OFFERING

Offerings to the mission and ministry of Grace can be made online at GraceCLW.com
(look for the “Donate” button), or by mailing a check to Grace Lutheran Church, 1812
N. Highland Ave. Clearwater FL 33755. Thank you for your continued financial support
during these uncertain times. You can also fill out your attendance form on our
website.



OFFERTORY
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your sal - va - tion, and up-hold me with your free Spir - it

Music: Richard W. Hillert, b. 1923
Music © 1978 Lutheran Book of Worship, admin. Augsburg Fortress.

Duplication in any form prohibited without permission or valid license from copyright administrator.

OFFERING PRAYER
Prayer Leader: God of goodness and growth, all creation is yours, and your faithfulness

is as firm as the heavens. Water and word, wine and bread: these are signs of your
abundant grace. Nourish us through these gifts, that we might proclaim your steadfast
love in our communities & in the world, through Jesus Christ, our strength and our song.
Congregation: Amen.

LORD’S PRAYER

Worship Leader: Lord, remember us in your kingdom and teach us to pray in the
language closest to our hearts.

Congregation: Qur Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom
come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead
us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the
power, and the glory, forever and ever. Amen.



THANKSGIVING FOR THE WORD

Worship Leader: Let us pray. O God of justice and love, we give thanks to you that you
illumine our way through life with the words of your Son. Give us the light we need,
awaken us to the needs of others, and at the end bring all the world to your feast;
through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, to whom, with you and the Holy Spirit, be
honor and glory forever.

Congregation: Amen.

BLESSING

Worship Leader: Neither death, nor life, nor angels, nor rulers, nor things present, nor
things to come, nor powers, nor height, nor depth, nor anything else in all creation, will
be able to separate us from the love of God in Christ Jesus. God, the creator, + Jesus, the

Christ, and the Holy Spirit, the comforter, bless you and keep you in eternal love.

Congregation: Amen.

SENDING SONG The Spirit Sends Us Forth to Serve vs. 1,3 & 4
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2 We go to com fort  those who mourn and set the
3 We go to be the hands of  Christ, to scat - ter
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to the poor, God’s fa vor to pro - claim.
share a dream and help the blind to see.
cher - ish life, to do the lov - ing deed.
pow - ered us; we g0 in Je - sus’  name.

Text: Delores Dufner, oss, b. 1939

Music: CHESTERFIELD, attr. Thomas Haweis, 17341820
Text © 1993 Delores Dufner, admin. OCP Publications. All rights reserved.

Duplication in any form prohibited without permission or valid license from copyright administrator.




DISMISSAL

Worship Leader: Together we have heard God’s Word and joined in prayer, we have
given and have been forgiven. Now our service of worship has ended, and our service to
the world begins! Go in peace. Christ is with you.

Congregation: Thanks be to God.

From Sundays and Seasons.com. Copyright 2020 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved. Reprinted by permission under
Augsburg Fortress Liturgies Annual License #27824.
New Revised Standard Version Bible, copyright 1989, Division of Christian Education of the National Council of the
Churches of Christ in the United States of America.



