
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

1812 North Highland Avenue                                           727-446-5026 

Clearwater, Florida  33755                                office@GraceCLW.com 

Ministers:  The People of Grace Lutheran Church            Pastor: Rev. Jefferson Cox 



Welcome! The image of the good shepherd shows us how the risen Christ brings us to life. It is 

the relationship between the shepherd and the sheep, one of mutual knowledge and love, that 

gives the shepherd authority. The shepherd’s willingness to lay down his life for the sheep 

shows his love. First John illustrates what it means to lay down our lives for one another by the 

example of sharing our wealth with any sibling in need. 
  

Some practical things for you to know:  
Children: All children, even those who are noisy, upset, or otherwise discombobulated, 
are always welcome here!  

Restrooms are located to the left out of the doors you entered in to the narthex or lobby; 
ushers can further direct you. 

Holy Communion: All baptized Christians are welcome to the Lord’s Table. Our 
ushers will guide you. 
 

THE ORDER OF OUR WORSHIP 
 

PRELUDE                                     
 

We stand as we are able and face the Baptismal Font. 

THANKSGIVING FOR BAPTISM 

Pastor: Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, the wellspring of grace, our Easter and our joy. 
Congregation: Amen. 
 

Pastor: Immersed in the promises of baptism, let us give thanks for what God has done for us. 
We give you thanks, O God, for in the beginning your voice thundered over the deep and water 
became the essence of life. Adam and Eve beheld Eden’s verdant rivers. The ark carried your 
creation through the flood into a new day. Miriam led the dancing as your people passed 
through the sea into freedom’s land. In a desert pool the Ethiopian official entered your 
boundless baptismal life. At the river your beloved Son was baptized by John and anointed with 
the Holy Spirit. By the baptism of Jesus’ death and resurrection you opened the floodgates of 
your reconciling love, freeing us to live as Easter people.  
Congregation: We rejoice with glad hearts, giving all honor and praise to you, through the 
risen Christ, our source of living water, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, now and forever. 
Amen. 
 

Pastor: Look, here is water! 
Congregation: Here is our water of life! Alleluia! 
 

GATHERING HYMN    Savior, like a Shepherd Lead Us              ELW 789 vs. 1-3 & Page 11       
 

GREETING  

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit be 

with you all. Congregation: And also with you. 

 



CANTICLE OF PRAISE   
 

 

 

The Cantor sings the refrain: 

Congregation: 



PRAYER OF THE DAY  
Pastor: Let us pray. O Lord Christ, good shepherd of the sheep, you seek the lost and guide us 
into your fold. Feed us, and we shall be satisfied; heal us, and we shall be whole. Make us one 
with you, for you live and reign with the Father and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 
Congregation: Amen. 
We sit. 
 

FIRST READING              Acts 4:5-12                          Page 887 
Peter and John had been arrested the previous day because they were proclaiming the news of 
the resurrection to the people. In today’s reading, Peter is filled with the Holy Spirit so that he 
can proclaim salvation in Jesus’ name to the religious authorities. 

5The next day [the] rulers, elders, and scribes assembled in Jerusalem, 6with Annas the high 
priest, Caiaphas, John, and Alexander, and all who were of the high-priestly family. 7When they 
had made the prisoners stand in their midst, they inquired, “By what power or by what name did 
you do this?” 8Then Peter, filled with the Holy Spirit, said to them, “Rulers of the people and 
elders, 9if we are questioned today because of a good deed done to someone who was sick and 
are asked how this man has been healed, 10let it be known to all of you, and to all the people of 
Israel, that this man is standing before you in good health by the name of Jesus Christ of 
Nazareth, whom you crucified, whom God raised from the dead. 11This Jesus is  
 ‘the stone that was rejected by you, the builders; 
  it has become the cornerstone.’ 
12There is salvation in no one else, for there is no other name under heaven given among 
mortals by which we must be saved.” 
 

The reading is concluded:  

The word of the Lord.  Congregation: Thanks be to God. 
 

 



PSALM: Psalm 23 
 1The Lord is my shepherd; 
  I shall not be in want. 
 

 2The Lord makes me lie down in green pastures 
  and leads me beside still waters. 
 

 3You restore my soul, O Lord, 
  and guide me along right pathways for your name’s sake. 
 

 4Though I walk through the valley of the shadow of death, I shall fear no evil; 
  for you are with me; your rod and your staff, they comfort me. 
 

 5You prepare a table before me in the presence of my enemies; 
  you anoint my head with oil, and my cup is running over. 
 

 6Surely goodness and mercy shall follow me all the days of my life, 
  and I will dwell in the house of the Lord forever. 
 

SECOND READING                1 John 3:16-24                  Page 990 
Jesus’ death on our behalf is the clearest demonstration of divine love. This is the very love we 
share with others, not just through our words but especially through our deeds. In sharing such 
love we fulfill God’s commandments. 

16We know love by this, that [Jesus Christ] laid down his life for us—and we ought to lay down 
our lives for one another. 17How does God’s love abide in anyone who has the world’s goods 
and sees a brother or sister in need and yet refuses help? 
 18Little children, let us love, not in word or speech, but in truth and action. 19And by this we 
will know that we are from the truth and will reassure our hearts before him 20whenever our 
hearts condemn us; for God is greater than our hearts, and he knows everything. 21Beloved, if 
our hearts do not condemn us, we have boldness before God; 22and we receive from him 
whatever we ask, because we obey his commandments and do what pleases him. 
 23And this is his commandment, that we should believe in the name of his Son Jesus Christ 
and love one another, just as he has commanded us. 24All who obey his commandments abide in 
him, and he abides in them. And by this we know that he abides in us, by the Spirit that he has 
given us. 
 

The reading is concluded:  

The word of the Lord.  Congregation: Thanks be to God. 
 

We stand. 

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION     



GOSPEL           John 10:11-18                             Page 872     
In language that recalls the twenty-third psalm, Jesus describes himself as the shepherd who 

cares for his sheep. He is willing to die for them, and he is able to overcome death for them. 

 

Pastor: The Holy Gospel according to John in the 10th chapter.  

Congregation: Glory to you, O Lord. 
 

[Jesus said:] 11“I am the good shepherd. The good shepherd lays down his life for the sheep. 
12The hired hand, who is not the shepherd and does not own the sheep, sees the wolf coming 
and leaves the sheep and runs away—and the wolf snatches them and scatters them. 13The hired 
hand runs away because a hired hand does not care for the sheep. 14I am the good shepherd. I 
know my own and my own know me, 15just as the Father knows me and I know the Father. And 
I lay down my life for the sheep. 16I have other sheep that do not belong to this fold. I must 
bring them also, and they will listen to my voice. So there will be one flock, one shepherd. 17For 
this reason the Father loves me, because I lay down my life in order to take it up again. 18No one 
takes it from me, but I lay it down of my own accord. I have power to lay it down, and I have 
power to take it up again. I have received this command from my Father.” 
 
After the reading... 

Pastor: The gospel of the Lord. Congregation: Praise to you, O Christ. 

We Sit 
 

SERMON         

We Stand 
 

HYMN OF THE DAY           The King of Love My Shepherd Is               ELW 502 
 

NICENE CREED 
We believe in one God, 

the Father, the Almighty, 
maker of heaven and earth, 
of all that is, seen and unseen. 

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, 
the only Son of God, 
eternally begotten of the Father, 
God from God, Light from Light, 
true God from true God, 
begotten, not made, 
of one Being with the Father; 



through him all things were made. 
For us and for our salvation 

he came down from heaven, 
was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the virgin Mary 
and became truly human. 
For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; 
he suffered death and was buried. 
On the third day he rose again 
in accordance with the scriptures; 
he ascended into heaven 
and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 
He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, 
and his kingdom will have no end. 

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, 
who proceeds from the Father and the Son,* 
who with the Father and the Son is worshiped and glorified, 
who has spoken through the prophets. 
We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic church. 
We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. 
We look for the resurrection of the dead, 

and the life of the world to come. Amen.  
We Sit  

 

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 

Each petition ends    “God of grace,”   and we respond    “hear our prayer.” 
 

OFFERING  

We Stand 
 

OFFERTORY   Now the Green Blade Rises            ELW 379 vs. 1 
 

1 Now the green blade rises from the buried grain, 
wheat that in dark earth many days has lain; 
love lives again, that with the dead has been; 
love is come again like wheat arising green.  
    

OFFERING PRAYER & CONSECRATION OF COMMITMENT CARDS   
Let us pray. Risen One, you call us to believe and bear fruit. May the gifts that we offer here 
be signs of your abiding love. Form us to be your witnesses in the world, through Jesus Christ, 
our true vine. Congregation: Amen.  
 

DIALOGUE  

Pastor: The Lord be with you. 
Congregation: And also with you. 



Pastor: Lift up your hearts. 
Congregation: We lift them to the Lord. 
Pastor: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
Congregation: It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
 

PREFACE  

It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times and in all places give thanks 
and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, for the glorious resurrection of our Savior Jesus 
Christ, the true Paschal Lamb who gave himself to take away our sin; who in dying has 
destroyed death, and in rising has brought us to eternal life. And so, with Mary Magdalene and 
Peter and all the witnesses of the resurrection, with earth and sea and all their creatures, and 
with angels and archangels, cherubim and seraphim, we praise your name and join their 
unending hymn: 

THANKSGIVING AT THE TABLE                             

Pastor: Holy, mighty, and merciful Lord, heaven and earth are full of your glory. In great love 
you sent to us Jesus, your Son, who reached out to heal the sick and suffering, who preached 
good news to the poor, and who, on the cross, opened his arms to all.  
 

In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; broke it, and 
gave it to his disciples, saying: Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. Do this for the 
remembrance of me. 
 



Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to drink, saying: This cup 
is the new covenant in my blood, shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin. Do 
this for the remembrance of me. 
 
Remembering, therefore, his death, resurrection, and ascension, we await his coming in glory. 
Pour out upon us the Spirit of your love, O Lord, and unite the wills of all who share this 
heavenly food, the body and blood of Jesus Christ, our Lord; to whom, with you and the Holy 
Spirit, be all honor and glory, now and forever. 
Congregation: Amen.  
 

LORD’S PRAYER   

Pastor: Lord, remember us in your kingdom and teach us to pray in whichever language is 

closest to our hearts. 

 

 

 

 

 

We 

Sit 
 

COMMUNION 
After all have receive Communion, we stand. 
 

 
 
 
 

Our Father, who art in heaven, 
hallowed be thy name, 
thy kingdom come, 
thy will be done, 

on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread; 
and forgive us our trespasses, 

as we forgive those 
who trespass against us; 

and lead us not into temptation, 
but deliver us from evil. 

For thine is the kingdom, 
and the power, and the glory, 
forever and ever. Amen. 

Vater unser im Himmel, 
Geheiligt werde dein Name. 
Dein Reich komme, 
Dein Wille geschehe, 
wie im Himmel, so auf Erden. 
 

Unser tägliches Brot gib uns heute; 
Und vergib uns unsere Schuld, 
Wie auch wir vergeben unsern Schuldigern. 
 

Und führe uns nicht in Versuchung, 
sondern erlöse uns von dem Bösen. 
Denn dein ist das Reich, und die Kraft, 
 und die Herrlichkeit in Ewigkeit. Amen. 

Padre nuestro, que estás en el cielo,  
 santificado sea tu Nombre;  
 venga a nosotros tu reino;  
 hágase tu voluntad  
  en la tierra como en el cielo.  
Danos hoy nuestro pan de cada día;  
perdona nuestras ofensas, como también  

 nosotros perdonamos  
 a los que nos ofenden;  
 no nos dejes caer en la  tentación,  
 y líbranos del mal.  
Porque tuyo es el reino, el Poder,  
 y la gloria por los siglos de los siglos. 
 Amén. 



POST-COMMUNION SONG                   Dona nobis pacem                     ELW 753 

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION 

Assisting Minister: Shepherding God, you have prepared a table before us and nourished us 
with your love. Send us forth from this banquet to proclaim your goodness and share the 
abundant mercy of Jesus, our redeemer and friend.  
Congregation: Amen. 
 

SENDING OF COMMUNION 

Pastor: Gracious God, loving all your family with a mother’s tender care: As you sent the angel 

to feed Elijah with heavenly bread, assist those who set forth to share your word and sacrament 

with those who are sick, homebound, or imprisoned. In your love and care, nourish and 

strengthen those who will receive this sacrament, and give us all the comfort of your abiding 

presence through the body and blood of your Son, Jesus Christ, our Lord.  

Congregation: Amen. 
 

BLESSING 

Pastor: Alleluia! Christ is risen! 
Congregation: Christ is risen indeed! Alleluia! 
Pastor: The God of resurrection power, the Christ of unending joy, and the Spirit of Easter hope 
☩ bless you now and always. 
Congregation: Amen. 
 

SENDING SONG              Joyful, Joyful We Adore Thee          ELW 836 & Page 12 
 

 

 



SHARING OF PEACE & DISMISSAL 

Together we have heard God’s Word and shared in the Lord’s Supper, we have given and have 

been forgiven. The peace of the Lord be with you all. Congregation: And also with you. 
 

Now as this service of worship is ending, this week’s service to the world is beginning! Go in 

peace. Alleluia! He is risen!!  

Congregation: Alleluia! He is risen indeed!! Thanks be to God!!! 

 
Light refreshments are served after the church service.  Please come join us for cookies and conversation. 
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