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Welcome! The gospel for the third Sunday of Easter is always one in which the ris-

en Christ shares food with the disciples, meals that are the Easter template for the 

meal we share each Sunday. In today’s gospel, Jesus both shares the disciples’ food 

and shows them the meaning of his suffering, death, and resurrection through the 

scriptures, the two main elements of our Sunday worship. 



TABLE GRACE 

Worship Leader: The Lord be with you. 

Congregation: And also with you. 

Worship Leader: Let us pray our Table Grace together. 

Congregation: We fold our hands. We bow our heads. We thank you, God, for 

daily bread. Amen. 

 

 

GATHERING SONGS                All Are Welcome                        Verse 1  
 



     I Know that My Redeemer Lives!                        Verse 3 

GREETING  

Pastor: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of 

the Holy Spirit be with you all. Congregation: And also with you. 
 

PRAYER OF THE DAY 

Pastor: Let us pray. Holy and righteous God, you are the author of life, and you 

adopt us to be your children. Fill us with your words of life, that we may live as 

witnesses to the resurrection of your Son, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who 

lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen. 
 

FIRST READING   Acts 3:12-19  

Introduction to the Lesson: After healing a man unable to walk, Peter preaches to 

the people, describing how God’s promises to Israel have been fulfilled in Jesus. 

Through the proclamation of Christ’s death and resurrection, God is offering them 

forgiveness and restoration in Jesus’ name. 



 

Reader:  12 When Peter saw the people, he said to them, “Fellow Israelites, why 

are you surprised at this, and why do you stare at us? Do you think that it was by 

means of our own power or godliness that we made this man walk? 13 The God of 

Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob, the God of our ancestors, has given divine glory to his 

Servant Jesus. But you handed him over to the authorities, and you rejected him in 

Pilate's presence, even after Pilate had decided to set him free. 14 He was holy and 

good, but you rejected him, and instead you asked Pilate to do you the favor of 

turning loose a murderer. 15 You killed the one who leads to life, but God raised 

him from death—and we are witnesses to this. 16 It was the power of his name that 

gave strength to this lame man. What you see and know was done by faith in his 

name; it was faith in Jesus that has made him well, as you can all see. 

17 “And now, my friends, I know that what you and your leaders did to Jesus was 

due to your ignorance. 18 God announced long ago through all the prophets that 

his Messiah had to suffer; and he made it come true in this way. 19 Repent, then, 

and turn to God, so that he will forgive your sins. 

After the reading... 

Reader: The word of the Lord.  Congregation: Thanks be to God. 
 

GOSPEL LESSON    Luke 24:36b-48         

Introduction to the Gospel: In this account of an appearance after his resurrection, 
Jesus opens the minds of the disciples to understand him as Messiah. Jesus con-
vinces them that he has been raised and sends them on a mission to proclaim the 
message of repentance and forgiveness. 
 

Pastor: The Holy Gospel according to John in the 20th chapter.  

Congregation: Glory to you, O Lord. 
 

While the [disciples who had encountered Jesus on the road to Emmaus] were tell-

ing them this, suddenly the Lord himself stood among them and said to them, 

“Peace be with you.” 37 They were terrified, thinking that they were seeing a 

ghost. 38 But he said to them, “Why are you alarmed? Why are these doubts com-

ing up in your minds? 39 Look at my hands and my feet, and see that it is I myself. 

Feel me, and you will know, for a ghost doesn't have flesh and bones, as you can 

see I have.” 40 He said this and showed them his hands and his feet. 41 They still 

could not believe, they were so full of joy and wonder; so he asked them, “Do you 

have anything here to eat?” 42 They gave him a piece of cooked fish, 43 which he 

took and ate in their presence. 



44 Then he said to them, “These are the very things I told you about while I was 

still with you: everything written about me in the Law of Moses, the writings of the 

prophets, and the Psalms had to come true.” 

45 Then he opened their minds to understand the Scriptures, 46 and said to them, 

“This is what is written: the Messiah must suffer and must rise from death three 

days later, 47 and in his name the message about repentance and the forgiveness of 

sins must be preached to all nations, beginning in Jerusalem. 48 You are witnesses 

of these things.  

After the reading... 

Pastor: The gospel of the Lord.  Congregation: Praise to you, O Christ. 
 

TABLE TALK                          
 

SACRAMENT OF HOLY BAPTISM 

 

HYMN OF THE DAY       Borning Cry  

1 "I was there to hear your borning cry, 
I'll be there when you are old. 
I rejoiced the day you were baptized 
to see your life unfold. 
I was there when you were but a child, 
with a faith to suit you well; 
in a blaze of light you wandered off 
to find where demons dwell." 
 
2 "When you heard the wonder of the Word 
I was there to cheer you on; 
you were raised to praise the living Lord, 
to whom you now belong. 
If you find someone to share your time 
and you join your hearts as one, 
I'll be there to make your verses rhyme 
from dusk till rising sun." 
 
3 "In the middle ages of your life, 
not too old, no longer young, 
I'll be there to guide you through the night, 
complete what I've begun. 
When the evening gently closes in 
and you shut your weary eyes, 



I'll be there as I have always been, 
with just one more surprise." 
 
4 "I was there to hear your borning cry, 
I'll be there when you are old. 
I rejoiced the day you were baptized 
to see your life unfold." 

 

PRAYER TIME 

Worship Leader: Rejoicing that Jesus is risen and love has triumphed over fear, let 
us pray for the church, the world, and all those in need of good news. 
A brief silence. 
 

Prayer Leader: O God our holy one, you feed our deepest hungers. As we share the 
holy meal that is the body and blood of Jesus given for us, lead us to share all that 
we have, and find, in generosity, abundant life. Lord, in your mercy, hear our 
prayer. 
 

Prayer Leader: O God our savior, you offer wisdom and guidance beyond all hu-
man knowledge. Instruct lawmakers, judges, and elected officials to make deci-
sions grounded in your justice and care for all people. Lord, in your mercy, hear 
our prayer. 
 

Prayer Leader: O God our elder, you care for all your children. Encourage those 
who are in times of transition, facing the loss of old ways and routines and antici-
pating change. Guide those who journey in grief, hope, and uncertainty. We pray 
especially for those on our prayer list, the requests included in our Prayer Wall, 
those suffering from war and terror such as the people of Ukraine, Israel, Palestine, 
and victims of mass shootings, those suffering from natural and manmade disasters 
including hurricanes, blizzards, fires, floods, and collapsing bridges, & and these 
people and circumstances we name now…………………. and those we name now 
with our lips or in our hearts …………………………. Lord, in your mercy, hear 
our prayer. 
 

Pastor: Knowing the Holy Spirit intercedes for us, we offer these prayers and the 
silent prayers of our hearts in the name of our Savior, Jesus Christ. Congregation: 
Amen. 
 

OFFERING PRAYER   

Pastor: Blessed are you, O God, maker of all things. Through your goodness you 
have blessed us with these gifts: our selves, our time, and our possessions. Use us, 
and what we have gathered, in feeding the world with your love, through the one 
who gave himself for us, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Congregation: Amen.  
 



HOLY COMMUNION  

Pastor: The Lord be with you.  

Congregation: And also with you. 

Pastor: Lift up your hearts.  

Congregation: We lift them to the Lord. 

Pastor: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.  

Congregation: It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
 

Pastor: It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times and in all 
places give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, for the glorious 
resurrection of our Savior Jesus Christ, the true Paschal Lamb who gave himself to 
take away our sin; who in dying has destroyed death, and in rising has brought us 
to eternal life. And so, with Mary Magdalene and Peter and all the witnesses of the 
resurrection, with earth and sea and all their creatures, and with angels and archan-
gels, cherubim and seraphim, we praise your name. 
 
Pastor: In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave 
thanks; broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: Take and eat; this is my body, 
given for you. Do this for the remembrance of me.  

 
Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to drink, say-
ing: This cup is the new covenant in my blood, shed for you and for all people for 
the forgiveness of sin. Do this for the remembrance of me.   

 



 
Pour out upon us the Spirit of your love, O Lord, and unite the wills of all who 
share this heavenly food, the body and blood of Jesus Christ, our Lord; to whom, 
with you and the Holy Spirit, be all honor and glory, now and forever.  
Congregation: Amen. 
 

 

LORD’S PRAYER   

Pastor: Lord, remember us in your kingdom as you teach us to pray in the language 

closest to our hearts. 

Congregation: Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy 

kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day 

our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who tres-

pass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For 

thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever and ever. Amen. 
 

TABLE BLESSING (after Communion is Served) 

Pastor: The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you 

in his grace. Congregation: Amen. 
 

PRAYERS AFTER COMMUNION 

Pastor: Let us pray. We give you thanks, almighty God, that you have refreshed us 

through the healing power of this gift of life. In your mercy, strengthen us through 

this gift, in faith toward you and in fervent love toward one another. Gracious God, 

loving all your family with a mother’s tender care: As you sent the angel to feed 

Elijah with heavenly bread, help those who go to share your word and sacrament 

with those who are sick, homebound, or imprisoned. In your love and care, nourish 

and strengthen those who will receive this sacrament, and give us all the comfort 

of your everlasting presence through the body and blood of your Son, Jesus Christ, 

our Lord. Congregation: Amen. 
 

BLESSING   

Pastor: The Lord bless you and keep you. The Lord’s face shine on you with grace 

and mercy. The Lord look upon you with favor and ☩ give you peace. Amen. 
 



SENDING SONG                The Doxology  

 

DISMISSAL 

Pastor: Together we have heard God’s Word and shared in the Lord’s Supper, we 

have given and have been forgiven. Now as this service of worship is ending, this 

week’s service to the world is beginning! Go in peace. Christ is risen! Alleluia!!  

Congregation: Alleluia! He is risen indeed!! Thanks be to God!  
 

From Sundays and Seasons.com. Copyright 2024 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved. Reprinted by permission under Augsburg Fortress Liturgies Annual License 

#27824. Scriptures and additional materials quoted are from the Good News Bible © 1994 published by the Bible Societies/HarperCollins Publishers Ltd UK, Good 

News Bible© American Bible Society 1966, 1971, 1976, 1992. Used with permission. Hymns used with permission under ONE LICENSE #738836-A. All rights 

reserved.. 


