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Welcome! This Sunday’s image of how the risen Christ shares his life with us is
the image of the vine. Christ the vine and we the branches are alive in each other,
in the mystery of mutual abiding described in the gospel and the first letter of John.
Baptism makes us a part of Christ’s living and life-giving self and makes us alive
with Christ’s life. As the vine brings food to the branches, Christ feeds us at his ta-
ble. We are sent out to bear fruit for the life of the world.



TABLE GRACE
Worship Leader: The Lord be with you.
Congregation: And also with you.
Worship Leader: Let us pray our Table Grace together.
Congregation: We fold our hands. We bow our heads. We thank you, God, for
daily bread. Amen.

GATHERING SONGS
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Text: Marty Haugen, b. 1950
Music: TWO OAKS, Marty Haugen

Text and music © 1994 GIA Publications, Inc.. 7404 S. Mason Ave., Chicago, IL 60638, www.giamusic.com. 800.442,3358.
All rights reserved. Used by permission.

Duplication in any form prohibited without permission or valid license from copyright administrator.



I Know that My Redeemer Lives!

4 He lives to silence all my fears;
he lives to wipe away my tears;

he lives to calm my troubled heart;
he lives all blessings to impart.

5 He lives to bless me with his love;
he lives to plead for me above;

he lives my hungry soul to feed;

he lives to help in time of need.

6 He lives, my kind, wise, heav'nly friend;
he lives and loves me to the end;

he lives, and while he lives, I'll sing;

he lives, my prophet, priest, and king!

7 He lives and grants me daily breath;
he lives, and I shall conquer death;

he lives my mansion to prepare;

he lives to bring me safely there.

8 He lives, all glory to his name!
He lives, my Savior, still the same;
what joy this blest assurance gives:
I know that my Redeemer lives!

GREETING

Verse 4

Pastor: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of

the Holy Spirit be with you all. Congregation: And also with you.

PRAYER OF THE DAY

Pastor: Let us pray. O God, you give us your Son as the vine apart from whom we
cannot live. Nourish our life in his resurrection, that we may bear the fruit of love
and know the fullness of your joy, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who
lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen.

FIRST READING Acts 8:26-40



Introduction to the Lesson: Led by the Spirit, Philip encounters an Ethiopian offi-
cial who is returning to his African home after having been to Jerusalem to wor-
ship. Philip uses their encounter to proclaim the gospel to him. Upon coming to
faith in Jesus, he is baptized by Philip.

Reader: 26 An angel of the Lord said to Philip, “Get ready and go south to the road
that goes from Jerusalem to Gaza.” (This road is not used nowadays.) 27-28 So
Philip got ready and went. Now an Ethiopian eunuch, who was an important offi-
cial in charge of the treasury of the queen of Ethiopia, was on his way home. He
had been to Jerusalem to worship God and was going back home in his carriage.
As he rode along, he was reading from the book of the prophet Isaiah. 29 The Holy
Spirit said to Philip, “Go over to that carriage and stay close to it.” 30 Philip ran
over and heard him reading from the book of the prophet Isaiah. He asked him,
“Do you understand what you are reading?”” 31 The official replied, “How can |
understand unless someone explains it to me?” And he invited Philip to climb up
and sit in the carriage with him. 32 The passage of scripture which he was reading
was this: “He was like a sheep that is taken to be slaughtered, like a lamb that
makes no sound when its wool is cut off. He did not say a word. 33 He was humili-
ated, and justice was denied him.  No one will be able to tell about his descend-
ants, because his life on earth has come to an end.” 34 The official asked Philip,
“Tell me, of whom is the prophet saying this? Of himself or of someone
else?” 35 Then Philip began to speak; starting from this passage of scripture, he
told him the Good News about Jesus. 36 As they traveled down the road, they
came to a place where there was some water, and the official said, “Here is some
water. What is to keep me from being baptized?” 37-38 The official ordered the
carriage to stop, and both Philip and the official went down into the water, and
Philip baptized him. 39 When they came up out of the water, the Spirit of the Lord
took Philip away. The official did not see him again, but continued on his way, full
of joy. 40 Philip found himself in Azotus; he went on to Caesarea, and on the way
he preached the Good News in every town.

After the reading...
Reader: The word of the Lord. Congregation: Thanks be to God.



GOSPEL LESSON John 15:1-8

Introduction to the Gospel: On the night of his arrest, Jesus taught his disciples
about the relationship they would have with him. Those who abide in his word and
love bear fruit, for apart from him, they can do nothing.

Pastor: The Holy Gospel according to John in the 15th chapter.
Congregation: Glory to you, O Lord.

Jesus says “I am the real vine, and my Father is the gardener. 2 He breaks off every
branch in me that does not bear fruit, and he prunes every branch that does bear
fruit, so that 1t will be clean and bear more fruit. 3 You have been made clean al-
ready by the teaching I have given you. 4 Remain united to me, and I will remain
united to you. A branch cannot bear fruit by itself; it can do so only if it remains in
the vine. In the same way you cannot bear fruit unless you remain in me.

5 “I am the vine, and you are the branches. Those who remain in me, and I in them,
will bear much fruit; for you can do nothing without me. 6 Those who do not re-
main in me are thrown out like a branch and dry up; such branches are gathered up
and thrown into the fire, where they are burned. 7 If you remain in me and my
words remain in you, then you will ask for anything you wish, and you shall have
it. 8 My Father's glory is shown by your bearing much fruit; and in this way you
become my disciples.”

After the reading...

Pastor: The gospel of the Lord. Congregation: Praise to you, O Christ.

TABLE TALK
HYMN OF THE DAY Let All Things Now Living
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Text: Katherine K. Davis, 1892-1980, alt.
Music: THE ASH GROVE, Welsh folk tune
Text © 1939, 1966 E. C. Schirmer Music Company.

Duplication in any form prohibited without permission or valid license from copyright administrator.

PRAYER TIME

Worship Leader: Rejoicing that Jesus is risen and love has triumphed over fear, let
us pray for the church, the world, and all those in need of good news.
A brief silence.



Prayer Leader: We pray for the church around the world, for all ministers, and for
the mission of the gospel. Keep all the newly baptized and confirmed in your care.
Cleanse our hearts with your word and help us to abide in you always. Lord, in
your mercy, hear our prayer.

Prayer Leader: For this congregation: for the caring ministries of this faith commu-
nity, for all who visit and minister to one another, for all who take communion to
homes or care centers, and for all who seek to share your love with the world.
Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer.

Prayer Leader: For all those in need: for any experiencing homelessness or unem-
ployment, for those fleeing from oppression or seeking asylum, and for all who are
ill or suffering. We pray especially for those on our prayer list, the requests includ-
ed in our Prayer Wall, those suffering from war and terror such as the people of
Ukraine, Israel, Palestine, and victims of mass violence, those suffering from natu-
ral and manmade disasters including hurricanes, blizzards, fires, floods, and col-
lapsing bridges, & and these people and circumstances we name
1110} S and those we name now with our lips or in our hearts
............................... Guide communities to actively care for people who are
vulnerable. Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer.

Pastor: Knowing the Holy Spirit intercedes for us, we offer these prayers and the
silent prayers of our hearts in the name of our Savior, Jesus Christ. Congregation:
Amen.

OFFERING PRAYER & CONSECRATION OF COMMITMENT FORMS

Pastor: Blessed are you, O God, maker of all things. Through your goodness you
have blessed us with these gifts: our selves, our time, and our possessions. Use us,
and what we have gathered, in feeding the world with your love, through the one
who gave himself for us, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Congregation: Amen.

HOLY COMMUNION

Pastor: The Lord be with you.

Congregation: And also with you.

Pastor: Lift up your hearts.

Congregation: We lift them to the Lord.

Pastor: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
Congregation: It is right to give our thanks and praise.

Pastor: It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times and in all
places give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, for the glorious
resurrection of our Savior Jesus Christ, the true Paschal Lamb who gave himself to



take away our sin; who in dying has destroyed death, and in rising has brought us
to eternal life. And so, with Mary Magdalene and Peter and all the witnesses of the
resurrection, with earth and sea and all their creatures, and with angels and archan-
gels, cherubim and seraphim, we praise your name.

Pastor: In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave
thanks; broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: Take and eat; this is my body,
given for you. Do this for the remembrance of me.
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Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to drink, say-
ing: This cup is the new covenant in my blood, shed for you and for all people for
the forgiveness of sin. Do this for the remembrance of me.
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Pour out upon us the Spirit of your love, O Lord, and unite the wills of all who
share this heavenly food, the body and blood of Jesus Christ, our Lord; to whom,
with you and the Holy Spirit, be all honor and glory, now and forever.
Congregation: Amen.



LORD’S PRAYER

Pastor: Lord, remember us in your kingdom as you teach us to pray in the lan-
guage closest to our hearts.

Congregation: Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy
kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day
our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who tres-
pass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For
thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever and ever. Amen.

TABLE BLESSING (AFTER COMMUNION IS SERVED)
Pastor: The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you
in his grace. Congregation: Amen.

PRAYERS AFTER COMMUNION

Pastor: Let us pray. We give you thanks, almighty God, that you have refreshed us
through the healing power of this gift of life. In your mercy, strengthen us through
this gift, in faith toward you and in fervent love toward one another. Gracious God,
loving all your family with a mother’s tender care: As you sent the angel to feed
Elijah with heavenly bread, help those who go to share your word and sacrament
with those who are sick, homebound, or imprisoned. In your love and care, nourish
and strengthen those who will receive this sacrament, and give us all the comfort
of your everlasting presence through the body and blood of your Son, Jesus Christ,
our Lord. Congregation: Amen.

BLESSING
Pastor: The Lord bless you and keep you. The Lord’s face shine on you with grace
and mercy. The Lord look upon you with favor and = give you peace. Amen.



SENDING SONG The Doxology
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Text: Thomas Ken, 1637-1711
Music: OLD HUNDREDTH, Louis Bourgeois, 1510-1561

DISMISSAL

Pastor: Together we have heard God’s Word and shared in the Lord’s Supper, we
have given and have been forgiven. Now as this service of worship is ending, this
week’s service to the world is beginning! Go in peace. Christ 1s risen! Alleluia!!

Congregation: Alleluia! He is risen indeed!! Thanks be to God!
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