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Je - sus, I have prom -ised to serve you to the end;
h, let me feel you near me; the world is eV - er near.
h, let me hear you speak -ing 1in  ac - cents clear and still
Je - sus, you have prom-ised to all who fol-low you
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re - main for - ev - er near me, my mas-ter and my friend.
I see the sights that daz - zle, the tempt-ing sounds [  hear.
a - bove the storms of pas - sion, the mur - murs of self - will.
that where you are in glo - ry your ser - vant shall be too.
n H J
)7 A .1 I I I I 1 | I |
] I ! | I | — e ~ I I
& 1T

GO
I shall not fear the bat - tle if you are by my side,
My foes are ev - er near me, a - round me and with - in;
Now speak to re - as - sure me, to has - ten or con - trol;
And Je - sus, 1 have prom -ised to serve you to the end;

n H 1 1 1 1
A Tr— | . T | | I

(EESIESEea s es

I I -

nor wan - der from the path - way if you will be my guide.
but, Je - sus, then draw near - er to shield my soul from sin.

now speak and make me lis - ten, O Guard-ian of my soul.
oh, give me grace to fol - low, my mas -ter and my friend.

Text: John E. Bode, 1816-1874, alt.
Music: MUNICH, Newuvermehrtes Gesangbuch, Meiningen, 1693

SENDING SONG O Jesus, I Have Promised vs. 1 & 4
DISMISSAL

Together we have heard God’s Word and shared in the Lord’s Supper, we have given and have
been forgiven. Now as this service of worship is ending, this week’s service to the world is
beginning! Share the good news.
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Pastor: Rev. Jefferson Cox



Welcome! In today’s gospel many people take offense at Jesus’ invitation to eat his flesh and
drink his blood; even many of Jesus’ disciples peel off. This is the backdrop in John’s gospel
for Peter’s confession of faith. “To whom can we go?” asks Peter, in words we sometimes sing
just before the gospel is read. “You have the words of eternal life.” In order to take such a
stand, as Peter and Joshua did, Paul tells us to arm ourselves with the word of God. We pray in
the Spirit that we might be bold ambassadors of the gospel.

GATHERING HYMN Word of God, Come Down on Earth vs. 1 & 3
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I Word of God, come down on earth, liv - ing rain from
2 Word e - ter - nal, throned on high, Word  that brought to
3 Word that speaks God’s ten - der love, one with God be -
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heav’n de-scend - ing; touch our hearts and bring to birth
life cre - a - tion, Word that came from heav’'n to die,
yond all tell - ing, Word that sends us from a - bove
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faith and hope and love un-end - ing. Word  al - might - v,
cru - ci - fied for our sal - va -  tion, sav - 1ing Word, the
God the Spir - it with  us dwell - ing, Word of truth, to
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we re - vere you; Word made flesh, we long to hear you.
world re - stor-ing, speak to us, your love out- pour - ing.
all truth lead uws; Word of life, with one bread feed us.

Text: James Quinn, s5, b. 1919
Music: LIEBSTER JESU, WIR SIND HIER, Johann R. Ahle, 1625-1673
Text © James Quinn, s5, admin. Selah Publishing Co., Inc., North American Agent.

Duplication in any form prohibited without permission or valid license from copyright administrator.

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to drink, saying: This cup
is the new covenant in my blood, shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin. Do
this for the remembrance of me.

Pour out upon us the Spirit of your love, O Lord, and unite the wills of all who share this
heavenly food, the body and blood of Jesus Christ, our Lord; to whom, with you and the Holy
Spirit, be all honor and glory, now and forever.

Congregation: Amen.

LORD’S PRAYER

Pastor: Lord, remember us in your kingdom and teach us to pray in the language closest to our
hearts.

Congregation: Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come,
thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive
us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into
temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the
glory, forever and ever. Amen.

TABLE BLESSING

Pastor: The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you in his grace.
Congregation: Amen.

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION

Pastor: Let us pray. Jesus, Bread of life, we have received from your table more than we could
ever ask. As you have nourished us in this meal, now strengthen us to love the world with your
own life. In your name we pray.

Congregation: Amen.

SENDING OF COMMUNION

Pastor: Gracious God, loving all your family with a mother’s tender care: As you sent the angel
to feed Elijah with heavenly bread, assist those who set forth to share your word and sacrament
with those who are sick, homebound, or imprisoned. In your love and care, nourish and
strengthen those who will receive this sacrament, and give us all the comfort of your abiding
presence through the body and blood of your Son, Jesus Christ, our Lord.

Congregation: Amen.

BLESSING
Pastor: The Lord bless you and keep you. The Lord’s face shine on you with grace and mercy.

The Lord look upon you with favor and =+ give you peace.
Congregation: Amen.



Willan, Rosemarie & George Smith, Karen Bates, Rev. Lydia Villanueva and family, Don
Eunis, Lorraine Reinhard, Bonnie Redler, Kathy Leotta, Brytt Mathis, Joseph Valentin, Rita
Burneik, Bobby Schlegel, Hilda Taylor, George Clark, Carl Stone, Neftali Garcia & family,
Susan Gunn, Roy Pruitt, Iris Valentin, Deacon Connie Puls, Joan Keeton, Rose Marie Piff,
Vicki Kennedy, Gail Elder, Jason Meadows, Bishop Pedro Suarez, Pastor Courtney Erzkus and
family, Ralph Burson, Ellen Duncan, Luanne Sekel, Lorraine Chavez, Skylar Favos, April and
David, Julianna, Riley, Carolyn & Drew, Kathy, Susie, and Terin, Jennifer Martinez, Diane
Striley, and all those suffering from violence, terror, and natural disasters (including all those
impacted by COVID-19 & TS Fred).

OFFERING

OFFERING PRAYER AND BLESSING OF THE SCHOOLS

Pastor: Let us pray. Jesus, Bread of life, you have set this table with your very self, and called
us to the feast of plenty. Gather what has been sown among us, and strengthen us in this meal.
Make us to be what we receive here, your body for the life of the world.

Congregation: Amen.

DIALOGUE

Pastor: The Lord be with you.

Congregation: And also with you.

Pastor: Lift up your hearts.

Congregation: We lift them to the Lord.

Pastor: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
Congregation: It is right to give our thanks and praise.

PREFACE

It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times and in all places give thanks
and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, through our Savior Jesus Christ; who on this day
overcame death and the grave, and by his glorious resurrection opened to us the way of
everlasting life. And so, with all the choirs of angels, with the church on earth and the hosts of
heaven, we praise your name.

THANKSGIVING AT THE TABLE

Holy, mighty, and merciful Lord, heaven and earth are full of your glory. In great love you sent
to us Jesus, your Son, who reached out to heal the sick and suffering, who preached good news
to the poor, and who, on the cross, opened his arms to all.

In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; broke it, and
gave it to his disciples, saying: Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. Do this for the
remembrance of me.

GREETING

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit be
with you all.

Congregation: And also with you.

PRAYER OF THE DAY

Let us pray. Holy God, your word feeds your people with life that is eternal. Direct our choices
and preserve us in your truth, that, renouncing what is false and evil, we may live in you,
through your Son, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Congregation: Amen.

FIRST READING Joshua 24:1-2a, 14-18

Introduction to the Lesson: In the Near East, covenant means “agreement” or “alliance.” It
describes relationships and is the primary word used to characterize the relationship between
God and Israel. By delivering Israel, God has already begun the relationship. Joshua calls
upon the people to respond.

1Then Joshua gathered all the tribes of Israel to Shechem, and summoned the elders, the heads,
the judges, and the officers of Israel; and they presented themselves before God. 2aAnd Joshua
said to all the people, 14“Now therefore revere the Lord, and serve him in sincerity and in
faithfulness; put away the gods that your ancestors served beyond the River and in Egypt, and
serve the Lord. 15Now if you are unwilling to serve the Lord, choose this day whom you will
serve, whether the gods your ancestors served in the region beyond the River or the gods of the
Amorites in whose land you are living; but as for me and my household, we will serve the
Lord.”

16Then the people answered, “Far be it from us that we should forsake the Lord to serve
other gods; 17for it is the Lord our God who brought us and our ancestors up from the land of
Egypt, out of the house of slavery, and who did those great signs in our sight. He protected us
along all the way that we went, and among all the peoples through whom we passed; 18and the
Lord drove out before us all the peoples, the Amorites who lived in the land. Therefore we also
will serve the Lord, for he is our God.”

The reading is concluded:
Reader: The word of the Lord.
Congregation: Thanks be to God.

SECOND READING Ephesians 6:10-20

Introduction to the Lesson: Like a general giving a rousing speech to troops before battle, this
letter closes by calling on Christians to be equipped for spiritual warfare against evil. The full
armor of God includes truth, righteousness, peace, faith, the gift of salvation, and the word of
God inspired by the Spirit.

"“Be strong in the Lord and in the strength of his power. ''Put on the whole armor of God, so
that you may be able to stand against the wiles of the devil. "For our struggle is not against
enemies of blood and flesh, but against the rulers, against the authorities, against the cosmic



powers of this present darkness, against the spiritual forces of evil in the heavenly places.
“Therefore take up the whole armor of God, so that you may be able to withstand on that evil
day, and having done everything, to stand firm. “Stand therefore, and fasten the belt of truth
around your waist, and put on the breastplate of righteousness. '"As shoes for your feet put on
whatever will make you ready to proclaim the gospel of peace. '“With all of these, take the
shield of faith, with which you will be able to quench all the flaming arrows of the evil one.
"Take the helmet of salvation, and the sword of the Spirit, which is the word of God.

"“Pray in the Spirit at all times in every prayer and supplication. To that end keep alert and
always persevere in supplication for all the saints. "Pray also for me, so that when I speak, a
message may be given to me to make known with boldness the mystery of the gospel, *for
which I am an ambassador in chains. Pray that I may declare it boldly, as I must speak.

After the reading...
Reader: The word of the Lord.
Congregation: Thanks be to God.

We stand
GOSPEL John 6:56-69

Introduction to the Lesson: The “hard saying” that offends Jesus’ disciples is his claim that his
followers must eat his flesh and drink his blood. The followers who return to their old lives
know something about how odd this sounds. Simon Peter, on the other hand, knows something
about the scarcity of living, gracious words. He asks the most important question: “To whom
shall we go?”

Pastor: The Holy Gospel according to John in the 6th chapter.

Congregation: Glory to you, O Lord.

[Jesus said,] *“Those who eat my flesh and drink my blood abide in me, and I in them. *"Just as
the living Father sent me, and I live because of the Father, so whoever eats me will live because
of me. “This is the bread that came down from heaven, not like that which your ancestors ate,
and they died. But the one who eats this bread will live forever.” *’He said these things while he
was teaching in the synagogue at Capernaum.

““When many of his disciples heard it, they said, “This teaching is difficult; who can accept
it?” “'But Jesus, being aware that his disciples were complaining about it, said to them, “Does
this offend you? “Then what if you were to see the Son of Man ascending to where he was
before? “'It is the spirit that gives life; the flesh is useless. The words that I have spoken to you
are spirit and life. “But among you there are some who do not believe.” For Jesus knew from
the first who were the ones that did not believe, and who was the one that would betray him.
*And he said, “For this reason I have told you that no one can come to me unless it is granted
by the Father.”

““Because of this many of his disciples turned back and no longer went about with him. “’So
Jesus asked the twelve, “Do you also wish to go away?” “’Simon Peter answered him, “Lord, to
whom can we go? You have the words of eternal life. “We have come to believe and know that
you are the Holy One of God.”

After the reading...

The gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, O Christ.
We sit

SERMON

HYMN OF THE DAY Blessed Assurance vs. 1 & 2
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1 Bless-ed as-sur-ance, Je-sus is mine! Oh, what a fore-taste of glo-ry di- vine!
2 Per-fect sub-mis-sion, per-fect de-light, vi-sions of rap-ture now burst on my sight;
3 Per-fect sub-mis-sion, all is at rest; I in my Sav-ior am hap-pyand blest,
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Heir of sal-va - tion, pur-chase of God, born of his Spir-it,washed in his blood.
an - gels de-scend-ing bring from a-bove ech - oes of mer-cy, whis-pers of love.
watch-ing and wait-ing, look - ing a-bove,filled with his good-ness,lost in his love.
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This is my sto - ry, thisis my song, prais-ing my Sav -ior all the day long:
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this 18 my sto - ry, this is my song, prais-ing my Sav-ior all the day long.

Text: Fanny J. Crosby, 1820-1915
Music: ASSURANCE, Phoebe P. Knapp, 1830-1908

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION

Each petition ends “Lord, in your mercy” and we respond “Hear our prayer.”

Prayers are requested for: Loretta Horne & Family, Carol Maultsby & Family, Dale Willman,
Jennifer Martinez, Marc Calhoun, Linda Almond, Barbara Haseley, Duke Tieman, Betty
Biddle, Cathi Adams, Michael Morales, Wade Buehler, Gloria Holtzclaw, Betty Daege, Dianne



