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Ministers:  The People of Grace Lutheran Church            Pastor: Rev. Jefferson Cox 



Welcome! Jesus protests against human customs being given the weight of divine law, while 

the essence of God’s law is ignored. True uncleanness comes not from external things, but from 

the intentions of the human heart. Last week Jesus told us “the words that I have spoken to you 

are spirit and life” (John 6:63). Now James says God has given us birth by the word of truth. 

We who were washed in the word when we were born in the font return to it every Sunday to 

ask God to create in us clean hearts.  
 

GATHERING HYMN     Lord, Whose Love in Humble Service  vs. 1 & 3   

 



GREETING  

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit be 

with you all.  

Congregation: And also with you. 
 

PRAYER OF THE DAY  
Let us pray. O God our strength, without you we are weak and wayward creatures. Protect us 
from all dangers that attack us from the outside, and cleanse us from all evil that arises from 
within ourselves, that we may be preserved through your Son, Jesus Christ, our Savior and 
Lord. Congregation: Amen. 
 
FIRST READING   Deuteronomy 4:1-2, 6-9                                        

Introduction to the Lesson: The Israelites believed the law was a divine gift that provided 
guidelines for living out the covenant. Moses commands the people to obey the law and to 
neither add to nor subtract from it. The Israelites are also to teach the law to their children and 
their children’s children. 
 

1So now, Israel, give heed to the statutes and ordinances that I am teaching you to observe, so 
that you may live to enter and occupy the land that the Lord, the God of your ancestors, is 
giving you. 2You must neither add anything to what I command you nor take away anything 
from it, but keep the commandments of the Lord your God with which I am charging you. 
  6You must observe them diligently, for this will show your wisdom and discernment to the 
peoples, who, when they hear all these statutes, will say, “Surely this great nation is a wise and 
discerning people!” 7For what other great nation has a god so near to it as the Lord our God is 
whenever we call to him? 8And what other great nation has statutes and ordinances as just as 
this entire law that I am setting before you today? 
  9But take care and watch yourselves closely, so as neither to forget the things that your eyes 
have seen nor to let them slip from your mind all the days of your life; make them known to 
your children and your children’s children. 
 

The reading is concluded:  

Reader: The word of the Lord.   

Congregation: Thanks be to God. 
 

SECOND READING  James 1:17-27  

Introduction to the Lesson: The letter of James was intended to provide first-century Christians 
with instruction in godly behavior. Here Christians are encouraged to listen carefully and to 
act on what they hear, especially by caring for those least able to care for themselves. 

17Every generous act of giving, with every perfect gift, is from above, coming down from the 
Father of lights, with whom there is no variation or shadow due to change. 18In fulfillment of his 
own purpose he gave us birth by the word of truth, so that we would become a kind of first 
fruits of his creatures. 
  19You must understand this, my beloved: let everyone be quick to listen, slow to speak, slow 
to anger; 20for your anger does not produce God’s righteousness. 21Therefore rid yourselves of 



all sordidness and rank growth of wickedness, and welcome with meekness the implanted word 
that has the power to save your souls. 
  22But be doers of the word, and not merely hearers who deceive themselves. 23For if any are 
hearers of the word and not doers, they are like those who look at themselves in a mirror; 24for 
they look at themselves and, on going away, immediately forget what they were like. 25But 
those who look into the perfect law, the law of liberty, and persevere, being not hearers who 
forget but doers who act—they will be blessed in their doing. 
  26If any think they are religious, and do not bridle their tongues but deceive their hearts, their 
religion is worthless. 27Religion that is pure and undefiled before God, the Father, is this: to care 
for orphans and widows in their distress, and to keep oneself unstained by the world. 
 

After the reading... 

Reader: The word of the Lord.   

Congregation: Thanks be to God. 
 

We stand 
GOSPEL                Mark 7:1-8, 14-15, 21-23  

Introduction to the Lesson:  Mark’s gospel depicts Jesus as challenging traditional ways in 

which religious people determine what is pure or impure. For Jesus, the observance of 

religious practices cannot become a substitute for godly words or deeds that spring from a 

faithful heart.   

Pastor: The Holy Gospel according to Mark in the 7th chapter.  

Congregation: Glory to you, O Lord. 
 

1Now when the Pharisees and some of the scribes who had come from Jerusalem gathered 
around [Jesus], 2they noticed that some of his disciples were eating with defiled hands, that is, 
without washing them. 3(For the Pharisees, and all the Jews, do not eat unless they thoroughly 
wash their hands, thus observing the tradition of the elders; 4and they do not eat anything from 
the market unless they wash it; and there are also many other traditions that they observe, the 
washing of cups, pots, and bronze kettles.) 5So the Pharisees and the scribes asked him, “Why 
do your disciples not live according to the tradition of the elders, but eat with defiled hands?” 
6He said to them, “Isaiah prophesied rightly about you hypocrites, as it is written,  
 ‘This people honors me with their lips, 
  but their hearts are far from me; 
 7in vain do they worship me, 
  teaching human precepts as doctrines.’ 
8You abandon the commandment of God and hold to human tradition.” 
  14Then he called the crowd again and said to them, “Listen to me, all of you, and understand: 
15there is nothing outside a person that by going in can defile, but the things that come out are 
what defile.” 
  21For it is from within, from the human heart, that evil intentions come: fornication, theft, 
murder, 22adultery, avarice, wickedness, deceit, licentiousness, envy, slander, pride, folly. 23All 
these evil things come from within, and they defile a person.” 



After the reading... 

The gospel of the Lord.   

Praise to you, O Christ. 

We sit 
 

SERMON   
 

HYMN OF THE DAY           Immortal, Invisible, God Only Wise  vs. 1 & 4   

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 

Each petition ends        “Lord, in your mercy”         and we respond    “Hear our prayer.” 

Prayers are requested for: Dale Willman, Jennifer Martinez, Marc Calhoun, Linda Almond, 
Barbara Haseley, Duke Tieman, Betty Biddle, Cathi Adams, Michael Morales, Wade Buehler, 



Gloria Holtzclaw, Betty Daege, Dianne Willan, Rosemarie & George Smith, Karen Bates, Rev. 
Lydia Villanueva and family, Don Eunis, Lorraine Reinhard, Bonnie Redler, Kathy Leotta, 
Brytt Mathis, Joseph Valentin, Rita Burneik, Bobby Schlegel, Hilda Taylor, George Clark, Carl 
Stone, Neftali Garcia & family, Susan Gunn, Roy Pruitt, Iris Valentin, Deacon Connie Puls, 
Joan Keeton, Rose Marie Piff, Vicki Kennedy, Gail Elder, Jason Meadows, Bishop Pedro 
Suarez, Pastor Courtney Erzkus and family, Ralph Burson, Ellen Duncan, Luanne Sekel, 
Lorraine Chavez, Skylar Favos, April and David, Julianna, Riley, Carolyn & Drew, Kathy, 
Susie, and Terin, Jennifer Martinez, Diane Striley, Patricia Eunis, the family and friends of John 
Eunis, and all those suffering from violence, terror, and natural disasters (including all those 
impacted by COVID-19 & TS Fred).  
 

OFFERING  
 

OFFERING PRAYER 
Pastor: Let us pray. Jesus, Bread of life, you have set this table with your very self, and called 
us to the feast of plenty. Gather what has been sown among us, and strengthen us in this meal. 
Make us to be what we receive here, your body for the life of the world.   
Congregation: Amen.  
 

DIALOGUE  

Pastor: The Lord be with you.  

Congregation: And also with you. 

Pastor: Lift up your hearts.  

Congregation: We lift them to the Lord. 

Pastor: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.  

Congregation: It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
 

PREFACE  

It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times and in all places give thanks 
and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, through our Savior Jesus Christ; who on this day 
overcame death and the grave, and by his glorious resurrection opened to us the way of 
everlasting life. And so, with all the choirs of angels, with the church on earth and the hosts of 
heaven, we praise your name.   
 

THANKSGIVING AT THE TABLE                                     

Holy, mighty, and merciful Lord, heaven and earth are full of your glory. In great love you sent 
to us Jesus, your Son, who reached out to heal the sick and suffering, who preached good news 
to the poor, and who, on the cross, opened his arms to all. 
 

In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; broke it, and 
gave it to his disciples, saying: Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. Do this for the 
remembrance of me. 
 



Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to drink, saying: This cup 
is the new covenant in my blood, shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin. Do 
this for the remembrance of me.  
 

Pour out upon us the Spirit of your love, O Lord, and unite the wills of all who share this 
heavenly food, the body and blood of Jesus Christ, our Lord; to whom, with you and the Holy 
Spirit, be all honor and glory, now and forever. 
Congregation: Amen. 
 

LORD’S PRAYER   

Pastor: Lord, remember us in your kingdom and teach us to pray in the language closest to our 

hearts. 

Congregation: Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, 

thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive 

us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into 

temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the 

glory, forever and ever. Amen. 
 

TABLE BLESSING 

Pastor: The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you in his grace. 
Congregation: Amen. 

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION  

Pastor: Let us pray. Jesus, Bread of life, we have received from your table more than we could 

ever ask. As you have nourished us in this meal, now strengthen us to love the world with your 

own life. In your name we pray.  
Congregation: Amen. 
 

SENDING OF COMMUNION 

Pastor: Gracious God, loving all your family with a mother’s tender care: As you sent the angel 

to feed Elijah with heavenly bread, assist those who set forth to share your word and sacrament 

with those who are sick, homebound, or imprisoned. In your love and care, nourish and 

strengthen those who will receive this sacrament, and give us all the comfort of your abiding 

presence through the body and blood of your Son, Jesus Christ, our Lord.  

Congregation: Amen. 
 

BLESSING   

Pastor: The Lord bless you and keep you. The Lord’s face shine on you with grace and mercy. 

The Lord look upon you with favor and ☩ give you peace.  
Congregation: Amen. 
 

 



SENDING SONG          Lord, Whose Love in Humble Service  vs. 2 & 4   

DISMISSAL 

Together we have heard God’s Word and shared in the Lord’s Supper, we have given and have 
been forgiven. Now as this service of worship is ending, this week’s service to the world is 
beginning! Share the good news.  
Congregation: Thanks be to God!  
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