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Welcome! James tells us to stop showing favoritism in the assembly, treating the rich visitor
with more honor than the poor one. Jesus himself seems to show partiality in his first response
to the Syrophoenician woman in today’s gospel. Was he testing her faith in saying Gentiles
don’t deserve the goods meant for God’s children? Or was he speaking out of his human
worldview, but transcended those limits when she took him by surprise with her reply? Either
way, the story tells us that God shows no partiality. Everyone who brings a need to Jesus is
received with equal honor as a child and heir.

GATHERING HYMN Dearest Jesus, at Your Word vs. 1 & 3
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Text: Tobias Clausnitzer, 1619-1684, sts. 1-3; Gesangbuch, Berlin, 1707, st. 4; tr. Catherine Winkworth, 1827-1878, adapt.
Music: LIEBSER JESU, WIR SIND HIER, Johann R. Ahle, 1625-1673



GREETING

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit be
with you all.

Congregation: And also with you.

PRAYER OF THE DAY

Let us pray. Gracious God, throughout the ages you transform sickness into health and death
into life. Open us to the power of your presence, and make us a people ready to proclaim your
promises to the whole world, through Jesus Christ, our healer and Lord. Congregation: Amen.

FIRST READING Isaiah 35:4-7a

Introduction to the Lesson: These verses are a word of hope to the exiles in Babylon. Isaiah 34
portrays God’s vengeance on Edom, Israel’s age-old enemy, which makes the path from
Babylon to Zion safe for the exiles’ return. The desert itself will flow with water to give drink to
the returning exiles.

‘Say to those who are of a fearful heart,
“Be strong, do not fear!
Here is your God.
He will come with vengeance,
with terrible recompense.
He will come and save you.”

"Then the eyes of the blind shall be opened,
and the ears of the deaf unstopped;
‘then the lame shall leap like a deer,
and the tongue of the speechless sing for joy.
For waters shall break forth in the wilderness,
and streams in the desert;
"“the burning sand shall become a pool,
and the thirsty ground springs of water.

The reading is concluded:
Reader: The word of the Lord.
Congregation: Thanks be to God.

SECOND READING James 2:1-10, 14-17

Introduction to the Lesson: Faithful Christians do not show partiality to the rich and powerful
of the world, especially at the expense of the poor and weak. Likewise, faith does not pay mere
lip service to God’s will. Instead, a living Christian faith expresses itself in acts of compassion
and mercy for those in need.



'‘My brothers and sisters, do you with your acts of favoritism really believe in our glorious Lord
Jesus Christ? “For if a person with gold rings and in fine clothes comes into your assembly, and
if a poor person in dirty clothes also comes in, ‘and if you take notice of the one wearing the
fine clothes and say, “Have a seat here, please,” while to the one who is poor you say, “Stand
there,” or, “Sit at my feet,” ‘have you not made distinctions among yourselves, and become
judges with evil thoughts? °Listen, my beloved brothers and sisters. Has not God chosen the
poor in the world to be rich in faith and to be heirs of the kingdom that he has promised to those
who love him? ‘But you have dishonored the poor. Is it not the rich who oppress you? Is it not
they who drag you into court? 'Is it not they who blaspheme the excellent name that was
invoked over you?

“You do well if you really fulfill the royal law according to the scripture, “You shall love
your neighbor as yourself.” "But if you show partiality, you commit sin and are convicted by the
law as transgressors. ''For whoever keeps the whole law but fails in one point has become
accountable for all of it.

“What good is it, my brothers and sisters, if you say you have faith but do not have works?
Can faith save you? "If a brother or sister is naked and lacks daily food, '°and one of you says
to them, “Go in peace; keep warm and eat your fill,” and yet you do not supply their bodily
needs, what is the good of that? '"So faith by itself, if it has no works, is dead.

After the reading...
Reader: The word of the Lord.
Congregation: Thanks be to God.

We stand
GOSPEL Mark 7:24-37

Introduction to the Lesson: In Mark’s gospel, encounters with women usually signify turning
points in Jesus’ ministry. Here, a conversation with a Syrophoenician woman marks the
beginning of his mission to the Gentiles.

Pastor: The Holy Gospel according to Mark in the 7th chapter.

Congregation: Glory to you, O Lord.

“[Jesus] set out and went away to the region of Tyre. He entered a house and did not want
anyone to know he was there. Yet he could not escape notice,”but a woman whose little
daughter had an unclean spirit immediately heard about him, and she came and bowed down at
his feet. ““Now the woman was a Gentile, of Syrophoenician origin. She begged him to cast the
demon out of her daughter. “’He said to her, “Let the children be fed first, for it is not fair to
take the children’s food and throw it to the dogs.” *'But she answered him, “Sir, even the dogs
under the table eat the children’s crumbs.” “"Then he said to her, “For saying that, you may
go—the demon has left your daughter.” *’So she went home, found the child lying on the bed,
and the demon gone.

"'Then he returned from the region of Tyre, and went by way of Sidon towards the Sea of
Galilee, in the region of the Decapolis. “They brought to him a deaf man who had an
impediment in his speech; and they begged him to lay his hand on him. “He took him aside in



private, away from the crowd, and put his fingers into his ears, and he spat and touched his
tongue. “Then looking up to heaven, he sighed and said to him, “Ephphatha,” that is, “Be
opened.” “And immediately his ears were opened, his tongue was released, and he spoke
plainly. “Then Jesus ordered them to tell no one; but the more he ordered them, the more
zealously they proclaimed it. "They were astounded beyond measure, saying, “He has done
everything well; he even makes the deaf to hear and the mute to speak.”

After the reading...

The gospel of the Lord.

Praise to you, O Christ.

We sit
SERMON

HYMN OF THE DAY

We Come to You for Healing, Lord vs. 1,3 & 5
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Text: Herman G. Stuempfle Jr., 1923-2007
Music: MARTYRDOM, Hugh Wilson, 1764-1824

Text © 2002 GIA Publications, Inc. 7404 S. Mason Ave., Chicago, TL 60638. www.giamusic.com

800.442.3358 All rights reserved. Used by permission.

Duplication in any form prohihited without permission or valid license from copyright administrator




PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION
Each petition ends “Lord, in your mercy” and we respond “Hear our prayer.”

Prayers are requested for: Dale Willman, Jennifer Martinez, Marc Calhoun, Linda Almond,
Barbara Haseley, Duke Tieman, Betty Biddle, Cathi Adams, Michael Morales, Wade Buehler,
Gloria Holtzclaw, Betty Daege, Dianne Willan, Rosemarie & George Smith, Karen Bates, Rev.
Lydia Villanueva and family, Don Eunis, Lorraine Reinhard, Bonnie Redler, Kathy Leotta,
Brytt Mathis, Joseph Valentin, Rita Burneik, Bobby Schlegel, Hilda Taylor, George Clark, Carl
Stone, Neftali Garcia & family, Susan Gunn, Roy Pruitt, Iris Valentin, Deacon Connie Puls,
Joan Keeton, Rose Marie Piff, Vicki Kennedy, Gail Elder, Jason Meadows, Bishop Pedro
Suarez, Pastor Courtney Erzkus and family, Ralph Burson, Ellen Duncan, Luanne Sekel,
Lorraine Chavez, Skylar Favos, April and David, Julianna, Riley, Carolyn & Drew, Kathy,
Susie, and Terin, Jennifer Martinez, Diane Striley, Patricia Eunis, the family and friends of John
Eunis, and all those suffering from violence, terror, and natural disasters (including all those
impacted by COVID-19 & TS Fred).

OFFERING

OFFERING PRAYER

Pastor: Let us pray. Jesus, Bread of life, you have set this table with your very self, and called
us to the feast of plenty. Gather what has been sown among us, and strengthen us in this meal.
Make us to be what we receive here, your body for the life of the world.

Congregation: Amen.

DIALOGUE

Pastor: The Lord be with you.

Congregation: And also with you.

Pastor: Lift up your hearts.

Congregation: We lift them to the Lord.

Pastor: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
Congregation: It is right to give our thanks and praise.

PREFACE

It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times and in all places give thanks
and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, through our Savior Jesus Christ; who on this day
overcame death and the grave, and by his glorious resurrection opened to us the way of
everlasting life. And so, with all the choirs of angels, with the church on earth and the hosts of
heaven, we praise your name.

THANKSGIVING AT THE TABLE

Holy, mighty, and merciful Lord, heaven and earth are full of your glory. In great love you sent
to us Jesus, your Son, who reached out to heal the sick and suffering, who preached good news
to the poor, and who, on the cross, opened his arms to all.



In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; broke it, and
gave it to his disciples, saying: Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. Do this for the
remembrance of me.

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to drink, saying: This cup
is the new covenant in my blood, shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin. Do
this for the remembrance of me.

Pour out upon us the Spirit of your love, O Lord, and unite the wills of all who share this
heavenly food, the body and blood of Jesus Christ, our Lord; to whom, with you and the Holy
Spirit, be all honor and glory, now and forever.

Congregation: Amen.

LORD’S PRAYER

Pastor: Lord, remember us in your kingdom and teach us to pray in the language closest to our
hearts.

Congregation: Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come,
thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive
us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into
temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the
glory, forever and ever. Amen.

TABLE BLESSING

Pastor: The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you in his grace.
Congregation: Amen.

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION

Pastor: Let us pray. Jesus, Bread of life, we have received from your table more than we could
ever ask. As you have nourished us in this meal, now strengthen us to love the world with your
own life. In your name we pray.

Congregation: Amen.

SENDING OF COMMUNION

Pastor: Gracious God, loving all your family with a mother’s tender care: As you sent the angel
to feed Elijah with heavenly bread, assist those who set forth to share your word and sacrament
with those who are sick, homebound, or imprisoned. In your love and care, nourish and
strengthen those who will receive this sacrament, and give us all the comfort of your abiding
presence through the body and blood of your Son, Jesus Christ, our Lord.

Congregation: Amen.

BLESSING
Pastor: The Lord bless you and keep you. The Lord’s face shine on you with grace and mercy.



The Lord look upon you with favor and +F give you peace.

Congregation: Amen.

SENDING SONG The Spirit Sends Us Forth to Servevs. 1,2 & 4
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Text: Delores Dufner, oss, b. 1939

Music: CHESTERFIELD, attr. Thomas Haweis, 1734-1820
Text © 1993 Delores Dufner, admin. OCP Publications. All rights reserved.

Duplication 1n any form prohibited without permission or valid license from copyright administrator.

DISMISSAL

Together we have heard God’s Word and shared in the Lord’s Supper, we have given and have
been forgiven. Now as this service of worship is ending, this week’s service to the world is
beginning! Share the good news.
Congregation: Thanks be to God!
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