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Welcome! Three weeks ago we heard Peter’s confession of faith as told in John’s gospel. This
week we hear Mark’s version, when Peter says, “You are the Messiah.” In John, the stumbling
block is Jesus’ invitation to eat his flesh, given for the life of the world. In Mark too the scandal
has to do with Jesus’ words about his own coming death, and here Peter himself stumbles over
Jesus’ words. But Jesus is anointed (the meaning of messiah) in Mark only on the way to the
cross (14:3); so we are anointed in baptism with the sign of the cross.

GATHERING HYMN Lift High the Cross vs. 1 & 3
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1 Come, Chris - tians, fol - low where our cap - tain trod,
2 All new - born ser - vants of the Cru - ci - fied
3 0 Lord, once lift - ed on the glo - rious tree,
4 So shall  our song of tri - umph ev - er be:
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our king vic - to - rious, Christ, the Son of God.
bear on their brows the seal of him who died.
as thou hast prom - ised, draw us all to  thee.
praise to the Cru - ¢ - fied for vic - to - ry!

Text: George W. Kitchin, 1827-1912; rev. Michael R. Newbolt, 1874-1956
Music: CRUCIFER, Sydney H. Nicholson, 1875-1947
Text and music © 1974 Hope Publishing Company, Carol Stream, IL 60188. All rights reserved. Used by permission.

Duplication in any form prohibited without permission or valid license from copyright administrator.

GREETING
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit be

with you all. Congregation: And also with you.



PRAYER OF THE DAY

Let us pray. O God, through suffering and rejection you bring forth our salvation, and by the
glory of the cross you transform our lives. Grant that for the sake of the gospel we may turn
from the lure of evil, take up our cross, and follow your Son, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.
Congregation: Amen.

FIRST READING Isaiah 50:4-9a

Introduction to the Lesson: The image of the servant of the Lord is one of the notable motifs in
the book of Isaiah. Today’s reading describes the mission of the servant, whom early Christians
associated with Jesus. Like Jesus, the servant does not strike back at his detractors but trusts in
God’s steadfast love.

“The Lord Gop has given me the tongue of a teacher,
that [ may know how to sustain the weary with a word.
Morning by morning he wakens—

wakens my ear to listen as those who are taught.
°The Lord Gop has opened my ear,

and I was not rebellious, I did not turn backward.
‘I gave my back to those who struck me,

and my cheeks to those who pulled out the beard,
I did not hide my face from insult and spitting.
'The Lord Gop helps me;

therefore I have not been disgraced;
therefore I have set my face like flint,

and I know that I shall not be put to shame;

*he who vindicates me is near.
Who will contend with me? Let us stand up together.
Who are my adversaries? Let them confront me.
"It is the Lord Gop who helps me; who will declare me guilty?

The reading is concluded:
Reader: The word of the Lord. Congregation: Thanks be to God.

SECOND READING James 3:1-12

Introduction to the Lesson: This text uses various images to illustrate how damaging and
hurtful the way we speak to and about others can be. Not only are we to control our speech, but
what we say and how we say it are to reflect our faith.

'Not many of you should become teachers, my brothers and sisters, for you know that we who
teach will be judged with greater strictness. ‘For all of us make many mistakes. Anyone who
makes no mistakes in speaking is perfect, able to keep the whole body in check with a bridle. ‘If
we put bits into the mouths of horses to make them obey us, we guide their whole bodies. ‘Or



look at ships: though they are so large that it takes strong winds to drive them, yet they are
guided by a very small rudder wherever the will of the pilot directs. °So also the tongue is a
small member, yet it boasts of great exploits.

How great a forest is set ablaze by a small fire! “And the tongue is a fire. The tongue is
placed among our members as a world of iniquity; it stains the whole body, sets on fire the
cycle of nature, and is itself set on fire by hell. 'For every species of beast and bird, of reptile
and sea creature, can be tamed and has been tamed by the human species, “but no one can tame
the tongue—a restless evil, full of deadly poison. "With it we bless the Lord and Father, and
with it we curse those who are made in the likeness of God. '"From the same mouth come
blessing and cursing. My brothers and sisters, this ought not to be so. ''Does a spring pour forth
from the same opening both fresh and brackish water? “Can a fig tree, my brothers and sisters,
yield olives, or a grapevine figs? No more can salt water yield fresh.

After the reading...

Reader: The word of the Lord. Congregation: Thanks be to God.
We stand

GOSPEL Mark 8:27-38

Introduction to the Lesson: This story provides the turning point in Mark’s gospel. Peter is the
first human being in the narrative to acknowledge Jesus as the Messiah, but he cannot accept
that as the Messiah Jesus will have to suffer. Moreover, Jesus issues a strong challenge to all
by connecting discipleship and the cross.

Pastor: The Holy Gospel according to Mark in the 8th chapter.
Congregation: Glory to you, O Lord.

“Jesus went on with his disciples to the villages of Caesarea Philippi; and on the way he asked
his disciples, “Who do people say that I am?” **And they answered him, “John the Baptist; and
others, Elijah; and still others, one of the prophets.” “"He asked them, “But who do you say that
I am?” Peter answered him, “You are the Messiah.” "And he sternly ordered them not to tell
anyone about him.

"'"Then he began to teach them that the Son of Man must undergo great suffering, and be
rejected by the elders, the chief priests, and the scribes, and be killed, and after three days rise
again. “He said all this quite openly. And Peter took him aside and began to rebuke him. “'But
turning and looking at his disciples, he rebuked Peter and said, “Get behind me, Satan! For you
are setting your mind not on divine things but on human things.”

“"He called the crowd with his disciples, and said to them, “If any want to become my
followers, let them deny themselves and take up their cross and follow me. “'For those who
want to save their life will lose it, and those who lose their life for my sake, and for the sake of
the gospel, will save it. “For what will it profit them to gain the whole world and forfeit their
life? “Indeed, what can they give in return for their life? “Those who are ashamed of me and of
my words in this adulterous and sinful generation, of them the Son of Man will also be ashamed
when he comes in the glory of his Father with the holy angels.”



After the reading...
The gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, O Christ.

We sit
SERMON

HYMN OF THE DAY

The Church's One Foundation vs. 1,3 & 5
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1 The church’s one foun-da - tion 1is Je - sus Christ, her Lord;
2 E - lect from ev-’ry na - tion, yet one o’er all the earth,
3 Though with a scorn-ful won - der this world sees her op - pressed,
4 Through toil and trib - u - la - tion and tu - mult of her war,
5 Yet she on earth has u - nion with God, the Three in One,
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she is his new cre - a - tion by wa - ter and the word.
her char-ter of sal - va - tion one Lord, one faith, one birth:
by schisms. .rent a - sund - er, by her - e - sies dis - tressed,
she waits the con-sum - ma - tion of peace for - ev - er - more;
and mys-tic sweetcom - mu - nion with those whose rest is  won.
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From heav’n he came and sought her to be his ho - ly bride;
one ho - ly name she bless - es, par - takes one ho - ly  food,
yet saints their watch are keep - ing; their cry goes up: “How long?”
till  with the vi- sion glo - rious her long-ing eyes are blest,
Oh, bless - ed heav’n-ly cho - rus! Lord, save us by your grace,
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with his own blood he bought her, and for her life he died.
and to one hope she press - es with ev-'ry grace en - dued.
and soon the night of weep - ing shall be the morn of song.
and the great church vic - to - rious shall be the church at rest.
that we, like saints be - fore us, may see you face to face.

Text: Samuel J. Stone, 1839-1900
Music: AURELIA, Samuel S. Wesley, 1810-1876




PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION
Each petition ends “Lord, in your mercy” and we respond “Hear our prayer.”

Prayers are requested for: Dale Willman, Jennifer Martinez, Marc Calhoun, Linda Almond,
Barbara Haseley, Duke Tieman, Betty Biddle, Cathi Adams, Michael Morales, Wade Buehler,
Gloria Holtzclaw, Betty Daege, Dianne Willan, Rosemarie & George Smith, Karen Bates, Rev.
Lydia Villanueva and family, Don Eunis, Lorraine Reinhard, Bonnie Redler, Kathy Leotta,
Brytt Mathis, Joseph Valentin, Rita Burneik, Bobby Schlegel, Hilda Taylor, George Clark, Carl
Stone, Neftali Garcia & family, Susan Gunn, Roy Pruitt, Iris Valentin, Deacon Connie Puls,
Joan Keeton, Rose Marie Piff, Vicki Kennedy, Gail Elder, Jason Meadows, Bishop Pedro
Suarez, Pastor Courtney Erzkus and family, Ralph Burson, Ellen Duncan, Luanne Sekel,
Lorraine Chavez, Skylar Favos, April and David, Julianna, Riley, Carolyn & Drew, Kathy,
Susie, and Terin, Jennifer Martinez, Diane Striley, Patricia Eunis, and all those suffering from
violence, terror, and natural disasters (including all those impacted by COVID-19 & Hurricanes
Henri, Ida, & TS Mindy).

OFFERING

OFFERING PRAYER

Pastor: Let us pray. Jesus, Bread of life, you have set this table with your very self, and called
us to the feast of plenty. Gather what has been sown among us, and strengthen us in this meal.
Make us to be what we receive here, your body for the life of the world.

Congregation: Amen.

DIALOGUE

Pastor: The Lord be with you.

Congregation: And also with you.

Pastor: Lift up your hearts.

Congregation: We lift them to the Lord.

Pastor: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
Congregation: It is right to give our thanks and praise.

PREFACE

It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times and in all places give thanks
and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, through our Savior Jesus Christ; who on this day
overcame death and the grave, and by his glorious resurrection opened to us the way of
everlasting life. And so, with all the choirs of angels, with the church on earth and the hosts of
heaven, we praise your name.

THANKSGIVING AT THE TABLE

Holy, mighty, and merciful Lord, heaven and earth are full of your glory. In great love you sent
to us Jesus, your Son, who reached out to heal the sick and suffering, who preached good news
to the poor, and who, on the cross, opened his arms to all.



In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; broke it, and
gave it to his disciples, saying: Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. Do this for the
remembrance of me.

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to drink, saying: This cup
is the new covenant in my blood, shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin. Do
this for the remembrance of me.

Pour out upon us the Spirit of your love, O Lord, and unite the wills of all who share this
heavenly food, the body and blood of Jesus Christ, our Lord; to whom, with you and the Holy
Spirit, be all honor and glory, now and forever.

Congregation: Amen.

LORD’S PRAYER

Pastor: Lord, remember us in your kingdom and teach us to pray in the language closest to our
hearts.

Congregation: Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come,
thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive
us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into
temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the
glory, forever and ever. Amen.

TABLE BLESSING

Pastor: The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you in his grace.
Congregation: Amen.

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION

Pastor: Let us pray. Jesus, Bread of life, we have received from your table more than we could
ever ask. As you have nourished us in this meal, now strengthen us to love the world with your
own life. In your name we pray.

Congregation: Amen.

SENDING OF COMMUNION

Pastor: Gracious God, loving all your family with a mother’s tender care: As you sent the angel
to feed Elijah with heavenly bread, assist those who set forth to share your word and sacrament
with those who are sick, homebound, or imprisoned. In your love and care, nourish and
strengthen those who will receive this sacrament, and give us all the comfort of your abiding
presence through the body and blood of your Son, Jesus Christ, our Lord.

Congregation: Amen.

BLESSING
Pastor: The Lord bless you and keep you. The Lord’s face shine on you with grace and mercy.



The Lord look upon you with favor and +F give you peace.
Congregation: Amen.

SENDING SONG Let Us Ever Walk with Jesus vs. 1 & 2
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1 Let us ev -er walk with Je -sus, fol-low his ex - am - ple pure,
2 Let us suf-fer here with Je - sus, and with pa-tience bear our cross.
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through a world that would de-ceive us and to sin our spir-its lure.
Joy will fol - low all our sad-ness; where he is there is no loss.
04 —s i —r—
M i I IF I | ] 4IP i ‘ J | i
J ' — ' | g =
On - ward in  his foot-steps tread-ing, trav - ’lers here, our home a - bove,
Though to-day we sow no laugh-ter, we shall reap ce - les - tial joy:
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full of faith and hope and love, let wus do our Sav-ior’s bid-ding.
all  dis-com-forts that an - noy shall give way to mirth here - af - ter.
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Faith-ful Lord, with me a - bide; I shall fol - low where you guide.

Je - sus, here [ share your woe;

help me there your joy to know.

Text: Sigismund von Birken, 1626-1681; tr. Lutheran Book of Worship, alt.
Music: LASSET UNS MIT JESU ZIEHEN, Georg G. Boltze, 18th cent.
Text © 1978 Lutheran Book of Worship, admin. Augsburg Fortress

Duplication in any form prohibited without permission or valid license from copyright administrator.

DISMISSAL

Together we have heard God’s Word and shared in the Lord’s Supper, we have given and have
been forgiven. Now as this service of worship is ending, this week’s service to the world is
beginning! Share the good news.
Congregation: Thanks be to God!
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