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Welcome! Apparently not satisfied by Jesus’ feeding of thousands, some who
were there press him for a sign of his power; perhaps it is daily manna they want.
As always in John’s gospel when people want a sign, Jesus offers himself. He is
the bread come from heaven to give life to the world. He calls us to come to him
and believe in him, and through that relationship to know the one who sent him.

There are a few things to know about this service: you are not required to stand at
any point though you can move around anytime you want or need, prayer slips are
available for your prayers to be included in Prayer Time, and Holy Communion is
served with gluten-free bread and grape juice.

GATHERING SONG All Are Welcome Verses 1 & 2
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2 Let us build a house where prophets speak,
and words are strong and true,

where all God's children dare to seek

to dream God's reign anew.

Here the cross shall stand as witness

and as symbol of God's grace;

here as one we claim the faith of Jesus:

All are welcome, all are welcome,

all are welcome in this place.

Text: Marty Haugen, b. 1950

Music: TWO OAKS, Marty Haugen

Text and music © 1994 GIA Publications, Inc., 7404 8. Mason Ave., Chicage. IL 60638, www.giamusic.com. 800.442.3358.
All rights reserved. Used by permission.

Duplication in any form prohibited without permission or valid license from copyright administrator.

GREETING

Pastor: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion
of the Holy Spirit be with you all.

Congregation: And also with you.

PRAYER OF THE DAY

Pastor: Let us pray. O God, eternal goodness, immeasurable love, you place your
gifts before us; we eat and are satisfied. Fill us and this world in all its need with
the life that comes only from you, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.
Congregation: Amen.

FIRST READING Exodus 16:2-4, 9-15

Introduction to the Lesson: 4 food crisis becomes a faith crisis for the Israelites in
the wilderness. The hungry people forget God’s saving work in the exodus, and
they wish for the food they had in Egypt. Nevertheless, God miraculously meets
their needs, with manna for bread and quail for meat.

2 There in the desert they all complained to Moses and Aaron 3 and said to them,
“We wish that the Lord had killed us in Egypt. There we could at least sit down
and eat meat and as much other food as we wanted. But you have brought us out
into this desert to starve us all to death.”



4 The Lord said to Moses, “Now I am going to cause food to rain down from the
sky for all of you. The people must go out every day and gather enough for that
day. In this way I can test them to find out if they will follow my instructions.

9 Moses said to Aaron, “Tell the whole community to come and stand before the
Lord, because he has heard their complaints.” 10 As Aaron spoke to the whole
community, they turned toward the desert, and suddenly the dazzling light of the
Lord appeared in a cloud. 11 The Lord said to Moses, 12 “I have heard the com-
plaints of the Israelites. Tell them that at twilight they will have meat to eat, and in
the morning they will have all the bread they want. Then they will know that I, the
Lord, am their God.”

13 In the evening a large flock of quails flew in, enough to cover the camp, and in
the morning there was dew all around the camp. 14 When the dew evaporated,
there was something thin and flaky on the surface of the desert. It was as delicate
as frost. 15 When the Israelites saw it, they didn't know what it was and asked
each other, “What 1s 1t?” Moses said to them, “This is the food that the Lord has
given you to eat.

After the reading...
Reader: The word of the Lord.
Congregation: Thanks be to God.

GOSPEL LESSON John 6:24-35
Introduction to the Gospel: Many of the five thousand people Jesus fed in the wil-

derness continued to follow him throughout the countryside. Jesus challenges
them to consider the real nature of their quest.

Pastor: The Holy Gospel according to John in the 6th chapter.

Congregation: Glory to you, O Lord.

24 When the crowd saw that Jesus was not there, nor his disciples, they got into
those boats and went to Capernaum, looking for him.

25 When the people found Jesus on the other side of the lake, they said to him,
“Teacher, when did you get here?”

26 Jesus answered, “I am telling you the truth: you are looking for me because
you ate the bread and had all you wanted, not because you understood my mira-



cles. 27 Do not work for food that spoils; instead, work for the food that lasts for
eternal life. This is the food which the Son of Man will give you, because God,
the Father, has put his mark of approval on him.”

28 So they asked him, “What can we do in order to do what God wants us to do?”
29 Jesus answered, “What God wants you to do is to believe in the one he sent.”
30 They replied, “What miracle will you perform so that we may see it and be-
lieve you? What will you do? 31 Our ancestors ate manna in the desert, just as the
scripture says, ‘He gave them bread from heaven to eat.””

32 “I am telling you the truth,” Jesus said. “What Moses gave you was not[c] the
bread from heaven; it is my Father who gives you the real bread from heaven. 33
For the bread that God gives is he who comes down from heaven and gives life to
the world.”

34 “Sir,” they asked him, “give us this bread always.”

35 “I am the bread of life,” Jesus told them. “Those who come to me will never be
hungry; those who believe in me will never be thirsty.

After the reading...
Pastor: The gospel of the Lord.
Congregation: Praise to you, O Christ.

SERMON
HYMN OF THE DAY Guide Me Ever, Great Redeemer vs. 1& 2
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Text: William Williams, 1717-1791; tr. William Williams and Peter Williams, 1722-1796, alt.
Music: CWM RHONDDA, John Hughes, 1873-1932

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION
Each part of the prayers ends with the words: “Lord, in your mercy,”
and we respond:  “Hear our prayer.”

OFFERING

OFFERING PRAYER

Prayer Leader: Blessed are you, O God, maker of all things. Through your good-
ness you have blessed us with these gifts: our selves, our time, and our posses-
sions. Use us, and what we have gathered, in feeding the world with your love,
through the one who gave himself for us, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.
Congregation: Amen.

HOLY COMMUNION

Pastor: The Lord be with you.

Congregation: And also with you.

Pastor: Lift up your hearts.

Congregation: We lift them to the Lord.

Pastor: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
Congregation: It is right to give our thanks and praise.



Pastor: It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times and in
all places give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, through our
Savior Jesus Christ; who on this day overcame death and the grave, and by his
glorious resurrection opened to us the way of everlasting life. And so, with all the
choirs of angels, with the church on earth and the hosts of heaven, we praise your
name.

Pastor: In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, and
gave thanks; broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: Take and eat; this is my
body, given for you. Do this for the remembrance of me.

Pastor: Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to
drink, saying: This cup is the new covenant in my blood, shed for you and for all
people for the forgiveness of sin. Do this for the remembrance of me.

Pastor: Pour out upon us the Spirit of your love, O Lord, and unite the wills of all
who share this heavenly food, the body and blood of Jesus Christ, our Lord; to
whom, with you and the Holy Spirit, be all honor and glory, now and forever.
Congregation: Amen.

LORD’S PRAYER

Pastor: Lord, remember us in your kingdom and teach us to pray in the language
closest to our hearts.

Congregation: OQur Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy
kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day
our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who tres-
pass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For
thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever and ever. Amen.

PRAYERS AFTER COMMUNION

Prayer Leader: Let us pray. We give you thanks, almighty God, that you have re-
freshed us through the healing power of this gift of life. In your mercy, strengthen
us through this gift, in faith toward you and in fervent love toward one another.
Congregation: Amen.

Pastor: Gracious God, loving all your family with a mother’s tender care: As you
sent the angel to feed Elijah with heavenly bread, help those who go to share your
word and sacrament with those who are sick, homebound, or imprisoned. In your



love and care, nourish and strengthen those who will receive this sacrament, and
give us all the comfort of your everlasting presence through the body and blood of
your Son, Jesus Christ, our Lord.

Congregation: Amen.

BLESSING
Pastor: The Lord bless you and keep you. The Lord’s face shine on you with grace

and mercy. The Lord look upon you with favor and + give you peace.
Congregation: Amen.

SENDING SONG The Doxology
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Text: Thomas Ken, 1637-1711
Music: OLD HUNDREDTH, Louis Bourgeois, 1510-1561

DISMISSAL

Pastor: Together we have heard God’s Word and shared in the Lord’s Supper, we
have given and have been forgiven. Now our service of worship has ended, and
our service to the world begins! Go in Peace. Christ is with you.

Congregation: Thanks be to God!
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