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Welcome! Jesus protests against human customs being given the weight of divine 

law, while the essence of God’s law is ignored. True uncleanness comes not from 

external things, but from the intentions of the human heart. James says God has 

given us birth by the word of truth. We who were washed in the word when we 

were born in the font return to it every Sunday to ask God to create in us clean 

hearts. 
    

There are a few things to know about this service: you are not required to stand at 

any point though you can move around anytime you want or need, prayer slips are 

available for your prayers to be included in Prayer Time, and Holy Communion is 

served with gluten-free bread and grape juice. 

GATHERING SONG          All Are Welcome                       Verses 1 & 3  



3 Let us build a house where love is found 

in water, wine and wheat: 

a banquet hall on holy ground 

where peace and justice meet. 

Here the love of God, through Jesus, 

is revealed in time and space; 

as we share in Christ the feast that frees us:  

All are welcome, all are welcome, 

all are welcome in this place.  

GREETING  

Pastor: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion 

of the Holy Spirit be with you all.  

Congregation: And also with you. 
 

PRAYER OF THE DAY 

Pastor: Let us pray. O God our strength, without you we are weak and wayward 

creatures. Protect us from all dangers that attack us from the outside, and cleanse 

us from all evil that arises from within ourselves, that we may be preserved 

through your Son, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 

Congregation: Amen. 
 

FIRST READING   James 1:17-27                                        

Introduction to the Lesson: The letter of James was intended to provide first-

century Christians with instruction in godly behavior. Here Christians are encour-

aged to listen carefully and to act on what they hear, especially by caring for 

those least able to care for themselves.   
17 Every good gift and every perfect present comes from heaven; it comes down 
from God, the Creator of the heavenly lights, who does not change or cause dark-



ness by turning. 18 By his own will he brought us into being through the word of 
truth, so that we should have first place among all his creatures. 
19 Remember this, my dear friends! Everyone must be quick to listen, but slow to 
speak and slow to become angry. 20 Human anger does not achieve God's right-
eous purpose. 21 So get rid of every filthy habit and all wicked conduct. Submit 
to God and accept the word that he plants in your hearts, which is able to save 
you. 
22 Do not deceive yourselves by just listening to his word; instead, put it into 
practice. 23 If you listen to the word, but do not put it into practice you are like 
people who look in a mirror and see themselves as they are. 24 They take a good 
look at themselves and then go away and at once forget what they look like. 25 
But if you look closely into the perfect law that sets people free, and keep on pay-
ing attention to it and do not simply listen and then forget it, but put it into prac-
tice—you will be blessed by God in what you do. 
26 Do any of you think you are religious? If you do not control your tongue, your 
religion is worthless and you deceive yourself. 27 What God the Father considers 
to be pure and genuine religion is this: to take care of orphans and widows in their 
suffering and to keep oneself from being corrupted by the world. 
 

After the reading... 

Reader: The word of the Lord.   

Congregation: Thanks be to God. 
 

GOSPEL LESSON    Mark 7:1-8, 14-15, 21-23         

Introduction to the Gospel: Mark’s gospel depicts Jesus as challenging tradition-

al ways in which religious people determine what is pure or impure. For Jesus, 

the observance of religious practices cannot become a substitute for godly words 

or deeds that spring from a faithful heart. 
 

Pastor: The Holy Gospel according to Mark in the 7th chapter.  

Congregation: Glory to you, O Lord. 
 

1Now when the Pharisees and some of the scribes who had come from Jerusalem 
gathered around [Jesus], 2they noticed that some of his disciples were eating with 
defiled hands, that is, without washing them. 3(For the Pharisees, and all the Jews, 
do not eat unless they thoroughly wash their hands, thus observing the tradition of 
the elders; 4and they do not eat anything from the market unless they wash it; and 
there are also many other traditions that they observe, the washing of cups, pots, 



and bronze kettles.) 5So the Pharisees and the scribes asked him, “Why do your 
disciples not live according to the tradition of the elders, but eat with defiled 
hands?” 6He said to them, “Isaiah prophesied rightly about you hypocrites, as it is 
written,  
 ‘This people honors me with their lips, 
  but their hearts are far from me; 
 7in vain do they worship me, 
  teaching human precepts as doctrines.’ 
8You abandon the commandment of God and hold to human tradition.” 
  14Then he called the crowd again and said to them, “Listen to me, all of you, 
and understand: 15there is nothing outside a person that by going in can defile, 
but the things that come out are what defile.” 
  21For it is from within, from the human heart, that evil intentions come: forni-
cation, theft, murder, 22adultery, avarice, wickedness, deceit, licentiousness, envy, 
slander, pride, folly. 23All these evil things come from within, and they defile a 
person.” 
 

After the reading... 

Pastor: The gospel of the Lord.   

Congregation: Praise to you, O Christ. 
 

SERMON 
 

HYMN OF THE DAY       Lord, Whose Love in Humble Service  vs. 1 & 3   

 

 



PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 

Each part of the prayers ends with the words: “Lord, in your mercy,”    

     and we respond:    “Hear our prayer.” 
 

OFFERING 
 

OFFERING PRAYER   

Prayer Leader: Blessed are you, O God, maker of all things. Through your good-
ness you have blessed us with these gifts: our selves, our time, and our posses-
sions. Use us, and what we have gathered, in feeding the world with your love, 
through the one who gave himself for us, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 
Congregation: Amen.  
 

HOLY COMMUNION  

Pastor: The Lord be with you.  

Congregation: And also with you. 

Pastor: Lift up your hearts.  

Congregation: We lift them to the Lord. 

Pastor: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.  

Congregation: It is right to give our thanks and praise. 

 



Pastor: It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times and in 
all places give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, through our 
Savior Jesus Christ; who on this day overcame death and the grave, and by his 
glorious resurrection opened to us the way of everlasting life. And so, with all the 
choirs of angels, with the church on earth and the hosts of heaven, we praise your 
name. 
 

Pastor: In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, and 
gave thanks; broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: Take and eat; this is my 
body, given for you. Do this for the remembrance of me. 
 

Pastor: Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to 
drink, saying: This cup is the new covenant in my blood, shed for you and for all 
people for the forgiveness of sin. Do this for the remembrance of me. 
Pastor: Pour out upon us the Spirit of your love, O Lord, and unite the wills of all 
who share this heavenly food, the body and blood of Jesus Christ, our Lord; to 
whom, with you and the Holy Spirit, be all honor and glory, now and forever.  
Congregation: Amen. 
 

LORD’S PRAYER   

Pastor: Lord, remember us in your kingdom and teach us to pray in the language 

closest to our hearts. 

Congregation: Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy 

kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day 

our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who tres-

pass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For 

thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever and ever. Amen. 
 

PRAYERS AFTER COMMUNION  

Prayer Leader: Let us pray. We give you thanks, almighty God, that you have re-

freshed us through the healing power of this gift of life. In your mercy, strengthen 

us through this gift, in faith toward you and in fervent love toward one another.  

Congregation: Amen. 
 

Pastor: Gracious God, loving all your family with a mother’s tender care: As you 

sent the angel to feed Elijah with heavenly bread, help those who go to share your 

word and sacrament with those who are sick, homebound, or imprisoned. In your 



love and care, nourish and strengthen those who will receive this sacrament, and 

give us all the comfort of your everlasting presence through the body and blood of 

your Son, Jesus Christ, our Lord.  

Congregation: Amen. 
 

BLESSING   

Pastor: The Lord bless you and keep you. The Lord’s face shine on you with grace 

and mercy. The Lord look upon you with favor and ☩ give you peace.  
Congregation: Amen. 
 

SENDING SONG                The Doxology  

DISMISSAL 

Pastor: Together we have heard God’s Word and shared in the Lord’s Supper, we 

have given and have been forgiven. Now our service of worship has ended, and 

our service to the world begins! Go in Peace. Christ is with you.   

Congregation: Thanks be to God! 
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