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Welcome! James tells us to stop showing favoritism in the assembly, treating the 

rich visitor with more honor than the poor one. Jesus himself seems to show par-

tiality in his first response to the Syrophoenician woman in today’s gospel. Was 

he testing her faith, or was he speaking out of his human worldview? Either way, 

the story tells us that God shows no partiality. Everyone who brings a need to Je-

sus is received with equal honor as a child and heir. 
    

There are a few things to know about this service: you are not required to stand at 

any point though you can move around anytime you want or need, prayer slips are 

available for your prayers to be included in Prayer Time, and Holy Communion is 

served with gluten-free bread and grape juice. 

GATHERING SONG          All Are Welcome                       Verses 1 & 2  



2 Let us build a house where prophets speak, 

and words are strong and true, 

where all God's children dare to seek 

to dream God's reign anew. 

Here the cross shall stand as witness 

and as symbol of God's grace; 

here as one we claim the faith of Jesus:  

All are welcome, all are welcome, 

all are welcome in this place.  

GREETING  

Pastor: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion 

of the Holy Spirit be with you all.  

Congregation: And also with you. 
 

PRAYER OF THE DAY 

Pastor: Let us pray. Gracious God, throughout the ages you transform sickness in-

to health and death into life. Open us to the power of your presence, and make us 

a people ready to proclaim your promises to the whole world, through Jesus 

Christ, our healer and Lord. 

Congregation: Amen. 
 

FIRST READING   James 2:1-10, 14-17                                        

Introduction to the Lesson: Faithful Christians do not show partiality to the rich 

and powerful of the world, especially at the expense of the poor and weak. Like-

wise, faith does not pay mere lip service to God’s will. Instead, a living Christian 

faith expresses itself in acts of compassion and mercy for those in need.   
My friends, as believers in our Lord Jesus Christ, the Lord of glory, you must nev-
er treat people in different ways according to their outward appearance. 2 Suppose 
a rich man wearing a gold ring and fine clothes comes to your meeting, and a poor 



man in ragged clothes also comes. 3 If you show more respect to the well-dressed 
man and say to him, “Have this best seat here,” but say to the poor man, “Stand 
over there, or sit here on the floor by my feet,” 4 then you are guilty of creating 
distinctions among yourselves and of making judgments based on evil motives. 
5 Listen, my dear friends! God chose the poor people of this world to be rich in 
faith and to possess the kingdom which he promised to those who love him. 6 But 
you dishonor the poor! Who are the ones who oppress you and drag you before 
the judges? The rich! 7 They are the ones who speak evil of that good name which 
has been given to you. 
8 You will be doing the right thing if you obey the law of the Kingdom, which is 
found in the scripture, “Love your neighbor as you love yourself.” 9 But if you 
treat people according to their outward appearance, you are guilty of sin, and the 
Law condemns you as a lawbreaker. 10 Whoever breaks one commandment is 
guilty of breaking them all. 14 My friends, what good is it for one of you to say 
that you have faith if your actions do not prove it? Can that faith save you? 15 
Suppose there are brothers or sisters who need clothes and don't have enough to 
eat. 16 What good is there in your saying to them, “God bless you! Keep warm 
and eat well!”—if you don't give them the necessities of life? 17 So it is with 
faith: if it is alone and includes no actions, then it is dead. 
 

After the reading... 

Reader: The word of the Lord.   

Congregation: Thanks be to God. 
 

GOSPEL LESSON    Mark 7:24-37          

Introduction to the Gospel: In Mark’s gospel, encounters with women usually sig-

nify turning points in Jesus’ ministry. Here, a conversation with a Syrophoenician 

woman marks the beginning of his mission to the Gentiles. 
 

Pastor: The Holy Gospel according to Mark in the 7th chapter.  

Congregation: Glory to you, O Lord. 
 

24 Then Jesus left and went away to the territory near the city of Tyre. He went 
into a house and did not want anyone to know he was there, but he could not stay 
hidden. 25 A woman, whose daughter had an evil spirit in her, heard about Jesus 
and came to him at once and fell at his feet. 26 The woman was a Gentile, born in 
the region of Phoenicia in Syria. She begged Jesus to drive the demon out of her 



daughter. 27 But Jesus answered, “Let us first feed the children. It isn't right to 
take the children's food and throw it to the dogs.” 
28 “Sir,” she answered, “even the dogs under the table eat the children's lefto-
vers!” 
29 So Jesus said to her, “Because of that answer, go back home, where you will 
find that the demon has gone out of your daughter!” 
30 She went home and found her child lying on the bed; the demon had indeed 
gone out of her. 
31 Jesus then left the neighborhood of Tyre and went on through Sidon to Lake 
Galilee, going by way of the territory of the Ten Towns. 32 Some people brought 
him a man who was deaf and could hardly speak, and they begged Jesus to place 
his hands on him. 33 So Jesus took him off alone, away from the crowd, put his 
fingers in the man's ears, spat, and touched the man's tongue. 34 Then Jesus 
looked up to heaven, gave a deep groan, and said to the man, “Ephphatha,” which 
means, “Open up!” 
35 At once the man was able to hear, his speech impediment was removed, and he 
began to talk without any trouble. 36 Then Jesus ordered the people not to speak 
of it to anyone; but the more he ordered them not to, the more they told it. 37 And 
all who heard were completely amazed. “How well he does everything!” they ex-
claimed. “He even causes the deaf to hear and the mute to speak!” 
 

After the reading... 

Pastor: The gospel of the Lord.   

Congregation: Praise to you, O Christ. 
 

SERMON 
 

HYMN OF THE DAY       Jesus Loves Me!  vs. 1 & 2   



PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 

Each part of the prayers ends with the words: “Lord, in your mercy,”    

     and we respond:    “Hear our prayer.” 
 

OFFERING 
 

OFFERING PRAYER   

Prayer Leader: Blessed are you, O God, maker of all things. Through your good-
ness you have blessed us with these gifts: our selves, our time, and our posses-
sions. Use us, and what we have gathered, in feeding the world with your love, 
through the one who gave himself for us, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 
Congregation: Amen.  
 

HOLY COMMUNION  

Pastor: The Lord be with you.  

Congregation: And also with you. 

Pastor: Lift up your hearts.  

Congregation: We lift them to the Lord. 

Pastor: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.  

Congregation: It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
 

Pastor: It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times and in 
all places give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, through our 
Savior Jesus Christ; who on this day overcame death and the grave, and by his 
glorious resurrection opened to us the way of everlasting life. And so, with all the 



choirs of angels, with the church on earth and the hosts of heaven, we praise your 
name. 
 

Pastor: In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, and 
gave thanks; broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: Take and eat; this is my 
body, given for you. Do this for the remembrance of me. 
 

Pastor: Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to 
drink, saying: This cup is the new covenant in my blood, shed for you and for all 
people for the forgiveness of sin. Do this for the remembrance of me. 
 

Pastor: Pour out upon us the Spirit of your love, O Lord, and unite the wills of all 
who share this heavenly food, the body and blood of Jesus Christ, our Lord; to 
whom, with you and the Holy Spirit, be all honor and glory, now and forever.  
Congregation: Amen. 
 

LORD’S PRAYER   

Pastor: Lord, remember us in your kingdom and teach us to pray in the language 

closest to our hearts. 

Congregation: Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy 

kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day 

our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who tres-

pass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For 

thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever and ever. Amen. 
 

PRAYERS AFTER COMMUNION  

Prayer Leader: Let us pray. We give you thanks, almighty God, that you have re-

freshed us through the healing power of this gift of life. In your mercy, strengthen 

us through this gift, in faith toward you and in fervent love toward one another.  

Congregation: Amen. 
 

Pastor: Gracious God, loving all your family with a mother’s tender care: As you 

sent the angel to feed Elijah with heavenly bread, help those who go to share your 

word and sacrament with those who are sick, homebound, or imprisoned. In your 

love and care, nourish and strengthen those who will receive this sacrament, and 

give us all the comfort of your everlasting presence through the body and blood of 

your Son, Jesus Christ, our Lord.  Congregation: Amen. 



BLESSING   

Pastor: The Lord bless you and keep you. The Lord’s face shine on you with grace 

and mercy. The Lord look upon you with favor and ☩ give you peace.  
Congregation: Amen. 
 

SENDING SONG                The Doxology  

 

DISMISSAL 

Pastor: Together we have heard God’s Word and shared in the Lord’s Supper, we 

have given and have been forgiven. Now our service of worship has ended, and 

our service to the world begins! Go in Peace. Christ is with you.   

Congregation: Thanks be to God! 
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