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Welcome! Three weeks ago we heard Peter’s confession of faith as told in John’s 

gospel. This week we hear Mark’s version, when Peter says, “You are the Messi-

ah.” In John, the stumbling block is Jesus’ invitation to eat his flesh, given for the 

life of the world. In Mark too the scandal has to do with Jesus’ words about his 

own coming death, and here Peter himself stumbles over Jesus’ words.  
    

There are a few things to know about this service: you are not required to stand at 

any point though you can move around anytime you want or need, prayer slips are 

available for your prayers to be included in Prayer Time, and Holy Communion is 

served with gluten-free bread and grape juice. 

GATHERING SONG          All Are Welcome                       Verses 1 & 3  



3 Let us build a house where love is found 

in water, wine and wheat: 

a banquet hall on holy ground 

where peace and justice meet. 

Here the love of God, through Jesus, 

is revealed in time and space; 

as we share in Christ the feast that frees us:  

All are welcome, all are welcome, 

all are welcome in this place.  

GREETING  

Pastor: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion 

of the Holy Spirit be with you all.  

Congregation: And also with you. 
 

PRAYER OF THE DAY 

Pastor: Let us pray. O God, through suffering and rejection you bring forth our 

salvation, and by the glory of the cross you transform our lives. Grant that for the 

sake of the gospel we may turn from the lure of evil, take up our cross, and follow 

your Son, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 

Congregation: Amen. 
 

FIRST READING   James 3:1-12                                        

Introduction to the Lesson: This text uses various images to illustrate how damag-

ing and hurtful the way we speak to and about others can be. Not only are we to 

control our speech, but what we say and how we say it are to reflect our faith.   
My friends, not many of you should become teachers. As you know, we teachers 
will be judged with greater strictness than others. 2 All of us often make mistakes. 
But if a person never makes a mistake in what he says, he is perfect and is also 
able to control his whole being. 3 We put a bit into the mouth of a horse to make it 



obey us, and we are able to make it go where we want. 4 Or think of a ship: big as 
it is and driven by such strong winds, it can be steered by a very small rudder, and 
it goes wherever the pilot wants it to go. 5 So it is with the tongue: small as it is, it 
can boast about great things. 
Just think how large a forest can be set on fire by a tiny flame! 6 And the tongue is 
like a fire. It is a world of wrong, occupying its place in our bodies and spreading 
evil through our whole being. It sets on fire the entire course of our existence with 
the fire that comes to it from hell itself. 7 We humans are able to tame and have 
tamed all other creatures—wild animals and birds, reptiles and fish. 8 But no one 
has ever been able to tame the tongue. It is evil and uncontrollable, full of deadly 
poison. 9 We use it to give thanks to our Lord and Father and also to curse other 
people, who are created in the likeness of God. 10 Words of thanksgiving and 
cursing pour out from the same mouth. My friends, this should not happen! 11 No 
spring of water pours out sweet water and bitter water from the same opening. 12 
A fig tree, my friends, cannot bear olives; a grapevine cannot bear figs, nor can a 
salty spring produce sweet water. 
 

After the reading... 

Reader: The word of the Lord.   

Congregation: Thanks be to God. 
 

GOSPEL LESSON    Mark 8:27-38           

Introduction to the Gospel: This story provides the turning point in Mark’s gos-

pel. Peter is the first human being in the narrative to acknowledge Jesus as the 

Messiah, but he cannot accept that as the Messiah Jesus will have to suffer. More-

over, Jesus issues a strong challenge to all by connecting discipleship and the 

cross. 
 

Pastor: The Holy Gospel according to Mark in the 8th chapter.  

Congregation: Glory to you, O Lord. 
 

27 Then Jesus and his disciples went away to the villages near Caesarea Philippi. 
On the way he asked them, “Tell me, who do people say I am?” 28 “Some say that 
you are John the Baptist,” they answered; “others say that you are Elijah, while 
others say that you are one of the prophets.” 
29 “What about you?” he asked them. “Who do you say I am?” Peter answered, 
“You are the Messiah.” 30 Then Jesus ordered them, “Do not tell anyone about 
me.” 



31 Then Jesus began to teach his disciples: “The Son of Man must suffer much 
and be rejected by the elders, the chief priests, and the teachers of the Law. He 
will be put to death, but three days later he will rise to life.” 32 He made this very 
clear to them. So Peter took him aside and began to rebuke him. 33 But Jesus 
turned around, looked at his disciples, and rebuked Peter. “Get away from me, Sa-
tan,” he said. “Your thoughts don't come from God but from human nature!” 
34 Then Jesus called the crowd and his disciples to him. “If any of you want to 
come with me,” he told them, “you must forget yourself, carry your cross, and fol-
low me. 35 For if you want to save your own life, you will lose it; but if you lose 
your life for me and for the gospel, you will save it. 36 Do you gain anything if 
you win the whole world but lose your life? Of course not! 37 There is nothing 
you can give to regain your life. 38 If you are ashamed of me and of my teaching 
in this godless and wicked day, then the Son of Man will be ashamed of you when 
he comes in the glory of his Father with the holy angels.” 
 

After the reading... 

Pastor: The gospel of the Lord.   

Congregation: Praise to you, O Christ. 
 

SERMON 
 

HYMN OF THE DAY       The Church's One Foundation    vs. 1 & 2   



PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 

Each part of the prayers ends with the words: “Lord, in your mercy,”    

     and we respond:    “Hear our prayer.” 
 

OFFERING 
 

OFFERING PRAYER   

Prayer Leader: Blessed are you, O God, maker of all things. Through your good-
ness you have blessed us with these gifts: our selves, our time, and our posses-
sions. Use us, and what we have gathered, in feeding the world with your love, 
through the one who gave himself for us, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 
Congregation: Amen.  
 

HOLY COMMUNION  

Pastor: The Lord be with you.  

Congregation: And also with you. 

Pastor: Lift up your hearts.  

Congregation: We lift them to the Lord. 

Pastor: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.  

Congregation: It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
 

Pastor: It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times and in 
all places give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, through our 
Savior Jesus Christ; who on this day overcame death and the grave, and by his 
glorious resurrection opened to us the way of everlasting life. And so, with all the 
choirs of angels, with the church on earth and the hosts of heaven, we praise your 
name. 
 

Pastor: In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, and 
gave thanks; broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: Take and eat; this is my 
body, given for you. Do this for the remembrance of me. 



 

Pastor: Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to 
drink, saying: This cup is the new covenant in my blood, shed for you and for all 
people for the forgiveness of sin. Do this for the remembrance of me. 
 

Pastor: Pour out upon us the Spirit of your love, O Lord, and unite the wills of all 
who share this heavenly food, the body and blood of Jesus Christ, our Lord; to 
whom, with you and the Holy Spirit, be all honor and glory, now and forever.  
Congregation: Amen. 
 

LORD’S PRAYER   

Pastor: Lord, remember us in your kingdom and teach us to pray in the language 

closest to our hearts. 

Congregation: Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy 

kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day 

our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who tres-

pass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For 

thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever and ever. Amen. 
 

PRAYERS AFTER COMMUNION  

Prayer Leader: Let us pray. We give you thanks, almighty God, that you have re-

freshed us through the healing power of this gift of life. In your mercy, strengthen 

us through this gift, in faith toward you and in fervent love toward one another.  

Congregation: Amen. 
 

Pastor: Gracious God, loving all your family with a mother’s tender care: As you 

sent the angel to feed Elijah with heavenly bread, help those who go to share your 

word and sacrament with those who are sick, homebound, or imprisoned. In your 

love and care, nourish and strengthen those who will receive this sacrament, and 

give us all the comfort of your everlasting presence through the body and blood of 

your Son, Jesus Christ, our Lord.  Congregation: Amen. 

 

BLESSING   

Pastor: The Lord bless you and keep you. The Lord’s face shine on you with grace 

and mercy. The Lord look upon you with favor and ☩ give you peace.  
Congregation: Amen. 



SENDING SONG                The Doxology  

 

DISMISSAL 

Pastor: Together we have heard God’s Word and shared in the Lord’s Supper, we 

have given and have been forgiven. Now our service of worship has ended, and 

our service to the world begins! Go in Peace. Christ is with you.   

Congregation: Thanks be to God! 
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