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Welcome! Advent is about the “coming days.” God’s people have always lived in 

great expectation, but that expectation finds specific, repeated enunciation in the 

texts appointed for these four weeks. The ancients anticipated a “righteous Branch 

to spring up for David.” Jesus’ contemporaries hoped for the time “to stand before 

the Son of Man.” With them we eagerly await the coming days: another Christmas 

celebration, a second coming, and the advent of Christ in word and supper. 
  

 There are a few things to know about this service: you are not required to stand at 

any point though you can move around anytime you want or need, prayer slips are 

available for your prayers to be included in Prayer Time, and Holy Communion is 

served with gluten-free bread and grape juice. 
 

GATHERING SONG          All Are Welcome                       Verses 1 & 5  



5 Let us build a house where all are named, 

their songs and visions heard 

and loved and treasured, taught and claimed 

as words within the Word. 

Built of tears and cries and laughter, 

prayers of faith and songs of grace, 

let this house proclaim from floor to rafter:  

All are welcome, all are welcome, 

all are welcome in this place.  

 

 

 

GREETING  

Pastor: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion 

of the Holy Spirit be with you all.  

Congregation: And also with you. 
 

LIGHTING OF THE ADVENT WREATH 

Pastor: Let us pray. Blessed are you, O Lord our God, ruler of the universe. You 

call all nations to walk in your light and to seek your ways of justice and peace, 

for the night is past, and the dawn of your coming is near. Bless us as we light the 

first candle of this wreath. Rouse us from sleep, that we may be ready to greet our 

Lord when he comes and welcome him into our hearts and homes, for he is our 

light and our salvation. Blessed be God forever.   

Congregation: Amen. 
 

CANDLELIGHTING CAROL     Light One Candle to Watch for Messiah      



FIRST READING   Jeremiah 33:14-16                                        

Introduction to the Lesson: In the Old Testament, “righteousness” often has to do 

with being faithful in relationship. God acts righteously both in punishing Israel 

for its sin and in having mercy. In today’s reading, Jerusalem’s future name—

“The Lord is our righteousness”—proclaims that God is even now working sal-

vation for Israel. 
 

Reader: 14 The Lord said, “The time is coming when I will fulfill the promise that 

I made to the people of Israel and Judah. 15 At that time I will choose as king a 

righteous descendant of David. That king will do what is right and just throughout 

the land. 16 The people of Judah and of Jerusalem will be rescued and will live in 

safety. The city will be called ‘The Lord Our Salvation.’ 
  

After the reading... 

Reader: The word of the Lord.   

Congregation: Thanks be to God. 
 

GOSPEL LESSON    Luke 21:25-36  

Introduction to the Gospel: God will fulfill God’s purposes and, already, hidden 

signs of that fulfillment abound. On that great day there will be dismay, perplexity, 

confusion, and terror, but God’s people shall be given strength to stand boldly and 

receive God’s promised redemption. 
 

Pastor: The Holy Gospel according to Luke in the 21st chapter.  

Congregation: Glory to you, O Lord. 
 

[Jesus said:] 25“There will be signs in the sun, the moon, and the stars, and on the 

earth distress among nations confused by the roaring of the sea and the waves. 

26People will faint from fear and foreboding of what is coming upon the world, 

for the powers of the heavens will be shaken. 27Then they will see ‘the Son of 

Man coming in a cloud’ with power and great glory. 28Now when these things 

begin to take place, stand up and raise your heads, because your redemption is 

drawing near.” 



  29Then he told them a parable: “Look at the fig tree and all the trees; 30as soon 

as they sprout leaves you can see for yourselves and know that summer is already 

near. 31So also, when you see these things taking place, you know that the king-

dom of God is near. 32Truly I tell you, this generation will not pass away until all 

things have taken place. 33Heaven and earth will pass away, but my words will 

not pass away. 

  34“Be on guard so that your hearts are not weighed down with dissipation and 

drunkenness and the worries of this life, and that day does not catch you unex-

pectedly, 35like a trap. For it will come upon all who live on the face of the whole 

earth. 36Be alert at all times, praying that you may have the strength to escape all 

these things that will take place, and to stand before the Son of Man.” 

 

After the reading... 

Worship Leader: The gospel of the Lord.   

Congregation: Praise to you, O Christ. 
 

SERMON 
 

HYMN OF THE DAY              O Come, O Come, Emmanuel  vs. 1 & 2   

 



PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 

Each part of the prayers ends with the words: “Lord, in your mercy,”    

     and we respond:    “Hear our prayer.” 

OFFERING 
 

OFFERING PRAYER   

Prayer Leader: Blessed are you, O God, maker of all things. Through your good-
ness you have blessed us with these gifts: our selves, our time, and our posses-
sions. Use us, and what we have gathered, in feeding the world with your love, 
through the one who gave himself for us, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 
Congregation: Amen.  

 

HOLY COMMUNION  

Pastor: The Lord be with you.  

Congregation: And also with you. 

Pastor: Lift up your hearts.  

Congregation: We lift them to the Lord. 

Pastor: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.  

Congregation: It is right to give our thanks and praise. 

 



Pastor: It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times and in 
all places give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, through our 
Savior Jesus Christ. You comforted your people with the promise of the Redeem-
er, through whom you will also make all things new in the day when he comes to 
judge the world in righteousness. And so, with all the choirs of angels, with the 
church on earth and the hosts of heaven, we praise your name and join their un-
ending hymn. 
 

Pastor: In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, and 
gave thanks; broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: Take and eat; this is my 
body, given for you. Do this for the remembrance of me. 
 

Pastor: Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to 
drink, saying: This cup is the new covenant in my blood, shed for you and for all 
people for the forgiveness of sin. Do this for the remembrance of me. 
 

Pastor: Pour out upon us the Spirit of your love, O Lord, and unite the wills of all 
who share this heavenly food, the body and blood of Jesus Christ, our Lord; to 
whom, with you and the Holy Spirit, be all honor and glory, now and forever.  
Congregation: Amen. 
 

LORD’S PRAYER   

Pastor: Lord, remember us in your kingdom and teach us to pray in the language 

closest to our hearts. 

Congregation: Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy 

kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day 

our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who tres-

pass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For 

thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever and ever. Amen. 
 

PRAYERS AFTER COMMUNION  

Prayer Leader: Let us pray. We give you thanks, almighty God, that you have re-

freshed us through the healing power of this gift of life. In your mercy, strengthen 

us through this gift, in faith toward you and in fervent love toward one another.  

Congregation: Amen. 
 

Pastor: Gracious God, loving all your family with a mother’s tender care: As you 

sent the angel to feed Elijah with heavenly bread, help those who go to share your 



word and sacrament with those who are sick, homebound, or imprisoned. In your 

love and care, nourish and strengthen those who will receive this sacrament, and 

give us all the comfort of your everlasting presence through the body and blood of 

your Son, Jesus Christ, our Lord.  Congregation: Amen. 
 

BLESSING   

Pastor: The Lord bless you and keep you. The Lord’s face shine on you with grace 

and mercy. The Lord look upon you with favor and ☩ give you peace.  
Congregation: Amen. 
 

SENDING SONG                The Doxology  

DISMISSAL 

Pastor: Together we have heard God’s Word and shared in the Lord’s Supper, we 

have given and have been forgiven. Now our service of worship has ended, and 

our service to the world begins! Go in Peace. Christ is with you.   

Congregation: Thanks be to God! 
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