
1st Sunday of Christmas 

December 26, 2021 

Mark 2:4 Adaptive Worship Service 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

1812 North Highland Avenue                                  727-446-5026 

Clearwater, Florida  33755                             office@GraceCLW.com 

Ministers: The People of Grace Lutheran Church     Pastor: Rev. Jefferson Cox 



Welcome! On the first Sunday of Christmas we find the boy Samuel and the boy 

Jesus, both in the temple, both growing in wisdom and stature and in favor with 

God and humankind. We too have returned to the house of God “to sing psalms, 

hymns, and spiritual songs to God,” who has gifted us with a savior. As the festi-

val continues, “let the peace of Christ rule in your hearts.” It is Christmas, still. 
 

There are a few things to know about this service: you are not required to stand at 

any point though you can move around anytime you want or need, prayer slips are 

available for your prayers to be included in Prayer Time, and Holy Communion is 

served with gluten-free bread and grape juice. 
 

 

GATHERING SONG          All Are Welcome                        Verse 1  



 

 
 

CHRISTMAS CAROL  O Come, All Ye Faithful                        Verse 1 

1 O come, all ye faithful, 

joyful and triumphant! 

O come ye, O come ye to Bethlehem; 

come and behold him, 

born the king of angels: 

O come, let us adore him, 

O come, let us adore him, 

O come, let us adore him, 

Christ the Lord!  
 

GREETING  

Pastor: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion 

of the Holy Spirit be with you all.  

Congregation: And also with you. 
 

PRAYER OF THE DAY 

Pastor: Let us pray. Shine into our hearts the light of your wisdom, O God, and 

open our minds to the knowledge of your word, that in all things we may think 

and act according to your good will and may live continually in the light of your 

Son, Jesus Christ, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, 

now and forever.   

Congregation: Amen. 
 

FIRST READING   1 Samuel 2:18-20, 26                                        

Introduction to the Lesson: Having dedicated her son Samuel to God’s service, 

Hannah visits him every year when she and her husband Elkanah come to the 

temple to offer sacrifices. God grants Hannah more children, and Samuel himself 

gains favor in the sight of all. 



Reader:  18 In the meantime the boy Samuel continued to serve the Lord, wear-

ing a sacred linen apron. 19 Each year his mother would make a little robe and 

take it to him when she accompanied her husband to offer the yearly sacri-

fice. 20 Then Eli would bless Elkanah and his wife, and say to Elkanah, “May 

the Lord give you other children by this woman to take the place of the one you 

dedicated to him.” After that they would go back home. 21 The Lord did bless 

Hannah, and she had three more sons and two daughters. The boy Samuel grew 

up in the service of the Lord.  

26 The boy Samuel continued to grow and to gain favor both with the Lord and 

with people. 

After the reading... 

Reader: The word of the Lord.   

Congregation: Thanks be to God. 
 

GOSPEL LESSON    Luke 2:41-52  
Introduction to the Gospel: Jesus grew up in a family that went to the Passover 
festival each year. It was in this environment of faithful adherence to the law that 
Jesus grew into spiritual maturity and an understanding of his identity and mis-
sion . 
  
Worship Leader: The Holy Gospel according to Luke in the 2nd chapter. 
Congregation: Glory to you, O Lord. 
 

41 Every year the parents of Jesus went to Jerusalem for the Passover Festi-

val. 42 When Jesus was twelve years old, they went to the festival as usu-

al. 43 When the festival was over, they started back home, but the boy Jesus 

stayed in Jerusalem. His parents did not know this; 44 they thought that he was 

with the group, so they traveled a whole day and then started looking for him 

among their relatives and friends. 45 They did not find him, so they went back to 

Jerusalem looking for him. 46 On the third day they found him in the Temple, sit-

ting with the Jewish teachers, listening to them and asking questions. 47 All who 

heard him were amazed at his intelligent answers. 48 His parents were astonished 



when they saw him, and his mother said to him, “Son, why have you done this to 

us? Your father and I have been terribly worried trying to find you.” 

49 He answered them, “Why did you have to look for me? Didn't you know that I 

had to be in my Father's house?” 50 But they did not understand his answer. 

51 So Jesus went back with them to Nazareth, where he was obedient to them. His 

mother treasured all these things in her heart. 52 Jesus grew both in body and in 

wisdom, gaining favor with God and people. 

After the reading... 

Worship Leader: The gospel of the Lord.   

Congregation: Praise to you, O Christ. 
 

SERMON 
 

HYMN OF THE DAY               Good King Wenceslas verses 1 & 2   



2 "Hither, page, and stand by me, 
if thou know'st it, telling, 
Yonder peasant, who is he? 
Where and what his dwelling?" 
"Sire, he lives a good league hence, 
underneath the mountain; 
Right against the forest fence, 
by Saint Agnes' fountain."   
 

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 

Each part of the prayers ends with the words: “Lord, in your mercy,”    

     and we respond:    “Hear our prayer.” 

OFFERING 
 

OFFERING PRAYER   

Prayer Leader: Blessed are you, O God, maker of all things. Through your good-
ness you have blessed us with these gifts: our selves, our time, and our posses-
sions. Use us, and what we have gathered, in feeding the world with your love, 
through the one who gave himself for us, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 
Congregation: Amen.  

 

HOLY COMMUNION  

Pastor: The Lord be with you.  

Congregation: And also with you. 

Pastor: Lift up your hearts.  

Congregation: We lift them to the Lord. 

Pastor: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.  

Congregation: It is right to give our thanks and praise. 



Pastor: It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times and in 
all places give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, through our 
Savior Jesus Christ. In the wonder and mystery of the Word made flesh you have 
opened the eyes of faith to a new and radiant vision of your glory, that, beholding 
the God made visible, we may be drawn to love the God whom we cannot see. 
And so, with all the choirs of angels, with the church on earth and the hosts of 
heaven, we praise your name.   
 

Pastor: In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, and 
gave thanks; broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: Take and eat; this is my 
body, given for you. Do this for the remembrance of me. 
 

Pastor: Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to 
drink, saying: This cup is the new covenant in my blood, shed for you and for all 
people for the forgiveness of sin. Do this for the remembrance of me. 
 

Pastor: Pour out upon us the Spirit of your love, O Lord, and unite the wills of all 
who share this heavenly food, the body and blood of Jesus Christ, our Lord; to 
whom, with you and the Holy Spirit, be all honor and glory, now and forever.  
Congregation: Amen. 
 

LORD’S PRAYER   

Pastor: Lord, remember us in your kingdom and teach us to pray in the language 

closest to our hearts. 

Congregation: Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy 

kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day 

our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who tres-

pass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For 

thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever and ever. Amen. 
 

PRAYERS AFTER COMMUNION  

Prayer Leader: Let us pray. We give you thanks, almighty God, that you have re-

freshed us through the healing power of this gift of life. In your mercy, strengthen 

us through this gift, in faith toward you and in fervent love toward one another.  

Congregation: Amen. 
 

Pastor: Gracious God, loving all your family with a mother’s tender care: As you 

sent the angel to feed Elijah with heavenly bread, help those who go to share your 



word and sacrament with those who are sick, homebound, or imprisoned. In your 

love and care, nourish and strengthen those who will receive this sacrament, and 

give us all the comfort of your everlasting presence through the body and blood of 

your Son, Jesus Christ, our Lord.  Congregation: Amen. 
 

BLESSING   

Pastor: The Lord bless you and keep you. The Lord’s face shine on you with grace 

and mercy. The Lord look upon you with favor and ☩ give you peace.  
Congregation: Amen. 
 

SENDING SONG                The Doxology  

DISMISSAL 

Pastor: Together we have heard God’s Word and shared in the Lord’s Supper, we 

have given and have been forgiven. Now our service of worship has ended, and 

our service to the world begins! Go in Peace. Rejoice in Christ our Savior.   

Congregation: Thanks be to God! 
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