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Welcome! The Sundays after Epiphany continue to celebrate the revelation of God’s glo-
ry to us as it was made known to the magi and to those on Jordan’s banks at Jesus’ bap-
tism—today using wedding imagery. Our God rejoices over God’s people as those being
married rejoice over one another. By the power of the Spirit there are gifts galore for
everyone. In Christ Jesus the best wine is saved for last. Taste and see.

There are a few things to know about this service: you are not required to stand at any
point though you can move around anytime you want or need, prayer slips are available
for your prayers to be included in Prayer Time, and Holy Communion is served with
gluten-free bread and grape juice.

GATHERING SONG All Are Welcome Verses 1 & 4
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4 Let us build a house where hands will reach
beyond the wood and stone

to heal and strengthen, serve and teach,

and live the Word they've known.

Here the outcast and the stranger

bear the image of God's face;

let us bring an end to fear and danger:

All are welcome, all are welcome,

all are welcome in this place.

Text: Marty Haugen, b. 1950

Music: TWO OAKS, Marty Haugen

Text and music © 1994 GIA Publications, Inc., 7404 S. Mason Ave., Chicago, IL 60638, www.giamusic.com. 800.442.3358.
All rights reserved. Used by permission.

Duplication in any form prohibited without permission or valid license from copyright administrator.

GREETING

Pastor: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the
Holy Spirit be with you all.

Congregation: And also with you.

PRAYER OF THE DAY

Pastor: Let us pray. Lord God, source of every blessing, you showed forth your glory
and led many to faith by the works of your Son, who brought gladness and salvation to
his people. Transform us by the Spirit of his love, that we may find our life together in
him, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.

Congregation: Amen.

FIRST READING 1 Corinthians 12:1-11

Introduction to the Lesson: The congregation at Corinth experienced division as people
were comparing their spiritual gifts, thinking some to be superior to others. Paul invites
this fractured community to trust that God’s Holy Spirit has gifted them all perfectly for
their mission together.

Reader: Now, concerning what you wrote about the gifts from the Holy Spirit.

I want you to know the truth about them, my friends. 2 You know that while you were
still heathen, you were led astray in many ways to the worship of lifeless idols. 3 I want
you to know that no one who is led by God's Spirit can say “A curse on Jesus!” and no
one can confess “Jesus 1s Lord,” without being guided by the Holy Spirit.

4 There are different kinds of spiritual gifts, but the same Spirit gives them. 5 There are
different ways of serving, but the same Lord is served. 6 There are different abilities to
perform service, but the same God gives ability to all for their particular service. 7 The



Spirit's presence is shown in some way in each person for the good of all. 8 The Spirit
gives one person a message full of wisdom, while to another person the same Spirit
gives a message full of knowledge. 9 One and the same Spirit gives faith to one person,
while to another person he gives the power to heal. 10 The Spirit gives one person the
power to work miracles; to another, the gift of speaking God's message; and to yet an-
other, the ability to tell the difference between gifts that come from the Spirit and those
that do not. To one person he gives the ability to speak in strange tongues, and to anoth-
er he gives the ability to explain what is said. 11 But it is one and the same Spirit who
does all this; as he wishes, he gives a different gift to each person.

After the reading...
Reader: The word of the Lord. Congregation: Thanks be to God.
GOSPEL LESSON John 2:1-11

Introduction to the Gospel: Turning water to wine at the wedding at Cana is described
as the first of Jesus’signs. Through many such epiphanies, Jesus reveals that he bears
God’s creative power and joyful presence into the world.

Worship Leader: The Holy Gospel according to John in the 2nd chapter.
Congregation: Glory to you, O Lord.

Pastor: Two days later there was a wedding in the town of Cana in Galilee. Jesus' moth-
er was there, 2 and Jesus and his disciples had also been invited to the wedding. 3 When
the wine had given out, Jesus' mother said to him, “They are out of wine.”

4 ““You must not tell me what to do,” Jesus replied. “My time has not yet come.”

5 Jesus' mother then told the servants, “Do whatever he tells you.”

6 The Jews have rules about ritual washing, and for this purpose six stone water jars
were there, each one large enough to hold between twenty and thirty gallons. 7 Jesus
said to the servants, “Fill these jars with water.” They filled them to the brim, 8 and then
he told them, “Now draw some water out and take it to the man in charge of the feast.”
They took him the water, 9 which now had turned into wine, and he tasted it. He did not
know where this wine had come from (but, of course, the servants who had drawn out
the water knew); so he called the bridegroom 10 and said to him, “Everyone else serves
the best wine first, and after the guests have drunk a lot, he serves the ordinary wine.
But you have kept the best wine until now!”

11 Jesus performed this first miracle in Cana in Galilee; there he revealed his glory, and
his disciples believed in him.

After the reading...
Worship Leader: The gospel of the Lord. Congregation: Praise to you, O Christ.

SERMON



GOSPEL MESSAGE—From Sundays and Seasons
Water Is Life

Many of us are accustomed to having fresh, clean water available whenever we want it. Yet
residents of the city of Flint, Michigan, have not had clean tap water for more than seven
years. And because of global climate change, other people are discovering the catastrophic and
life-altering effects of prolonged drought—not enough water—or greatly increased flooding—
too much water. Water can be an immense force of destruction. Yet, without it, there is no life.
In fact, people protesting the route of the Dakota Access Pipeline, which would run under part
of a lake near the Standing Rock Indian Reservation, adopted the chant “Mni wiconi,” which
means “water is life” in the language of the Dakota Sioux.

Water, both as a symbol and as a physical reality, flows through all of the Bible, from the first
moments of creation to the people thirsting on their journey through the wilderness in Exodus
and through the river in the book of Revelation. In the Gospel of John, water is a potent sym-
bol of God’s power. If water is life, the one who can walk on water amid a destructive storm
or, in today’s reading, turn water into wine, commands life itself. As Jesus quietly demon-
strates his power over life itself at Cana, we see that in God, life is unlimitedly abundant. After
Jesus’ intervention there was no lack of wine; the wedding party continued with joy. Perhaps
we are so accustomed to everything in our lives being finite and measurable that we struggle
to accept life as it comes to us from God. But again and again in John’s gospel, Jesus demon-
strates that this is what the kingdom of God is like: overflowing, life-giving, and abundant for
all.

HYMN OF THE DAY Joyful, Joyful, We Adore Thee verses 1 & 2
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I Joy -tul, joy - ful we a - dore thee, God of glo-ry, Lord of love!
2 All thy works with joy sur-round thee, earth and heav'n re - flect thy rays,
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Melt the clouds of sin and sad - ness, drive the gloom of doubt a - way.
Field and for - est, vale and moun-tain, flow-’ry mead-ow, flash - ing sea,
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Giv - er of 1m - mor - tal glad-ness, fill us with the light of day.
chant-ing bird, and flow-ing foun-tain call us to 7re - joice in thee.

Text: Henry van Dyke, 1852-1922
Music: HYMN TO JOY, Ludwig van Beethoven, 17701827, adapt.

L



PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION
Each part of the prayers ends with the words: “Lord, in your mercy,”
and we respond: “Hear our prayer.”

OFFERING

Offerings to the mission and ministry of Grace can be made online at GraceCLW.com
(look for the “Donate” button), or (for now) by mailing a check to Grace Lutheran
Church, 1812 N. Highland Ave. Clearwater FL 33755. Thank you for your continued fi-
nancial support during these uncertain times. You can fill out your attendance form on
our website as well.

THANKSGIVING FOR THE WORD

Worship Leader: O God of justice and love, we give thanks to you that you illumine our
way through life with the words of your Son. Give us the light we need, awaken us to
the needs of others, and at the end bring all the world to your feast; through Jesus Christ,
our Savior and Lord, to whom, with you and the Holy Spirit, be honor and glory forever.
Congregation: Amen.

LORD’S PRAYER

Pastor: Lord, remember us in your kingdom and teach us to pray in the language closest
to our hearts.

Congregation: Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom
come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead
us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the
power, and the glory, forever and ever. Amen.

BLESSING
Pastor: The Lord bless you and keep you. The Lord’s face shine on you with grace and

mercy. The Lord look upon you with favor and * give you peace.
Congregation: Amen.



SENDING SONG The Doxology
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Praise God, from whom all bless - ings flow; praise him, all
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heav'n - ly host; praise Fa - ther, Son, and Ho - ly  Ghost.

Text: Thomas Ken, 1637-1711
Music: OLD HUNDREDTH, Louis Bourgeois, 1510-1561

DISMISSAL

Pastor: Together we have heard God’s Word and shared in the Lord’s Supper, we have
given and have been forgiven. Now our service of worship has ended, and our service to
the world begins! Go in Peace. Rejoice in Christ our Savior.

Congregation: Thanks be to God!
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