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Welcome! The mustard seed becomes a great shrub that shelters the birds, re-

calling ancient images of the tree of life. We’d expect a cedar or a sequoia, but Je-

sus finds the power of God better imaged in a tiny, no-account seed. It’s not the 

way we expect divine activity to look. Yet the tree of life is here, in the cross 

around which we gather, the true vine that nourishes us with its fruit in the cup we 

share.    
 

There are a few things to know about this service: you are not required to stand at 

any point though you can move around anytime you want or need, prayer slips are 

available for your prayers to be included in Prayer Time, and Holy Communion is 

served with gluten-free bread and grape juice.  

GATHERING SONG          All Are Welcome                       Verses 1 & 3  



3 Let us build a house where love is found 

in water, wine and wheat: 

a banquet hall on holy ground 

where peace and justice meet. 

Here the love of God, through Jesus, 

is revealed in time and space; 

as we share in Christ the feast that frees us:  

All are welcome, all are welcome, 

all are welcome in this place.  

 

GREETING  

Pastor: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion 

of the Holy Spirit be with you all.  

Congregation: And also with you. 
 

PRAYER OF THE DAY 

Pastor: Let us pray. O God, you are the tree of life, offering shelter to all the 

world. Graft us into yourself and nurture our growth, that we may bear your truth 

and love to those in need, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.  

Congregation: Amen. 
 

FIRST READING   Ezekiel 17:22-24                                        

Introduction to the Lesson: Tree imagery is used in a messianic prophecy to tell 

how the LORD will choose someone from Judah’s royal family (the cedar tree) to 

reign over all creation. This tree will be planted on Mount Zion, the location of 

the holy temple.    

22 This is what the Sovereign Lord says: “I will take the top of a tall cedar and 

break off a tender sprout; I will plant it on a high mountain, 23 on Israel's highest 

mountain. It will grow branches and bear seed and become a magnificent cedar. 

Birds of every kind will live there and find shelter in its shade. 24 All the trees in 

the land will know that I am the Lord. I cut down the tall trees and make small 

trees grow tall. I wither up the green trees and make the dry trees become green. I, 

the Lord, have spoken. I will do what I have said I would do.”  



After the reading... 

Reader: The word of the Lord.   

Congregation: Thanks be to God. 

 
GOSPEL LESSON    Mark 4:26-34                     

Introduction to the Gospel: Jesus frequently uses parables to teach ordinary peo-

ple as they are able to hear and understand. Images of sowing and growing show 

the vitality of God’s kingdom.   
 

Pastor: The Holy Gospel according to Mark in the 4th chapter.  

Congregation: Glory to you, O Lord. 

 

26 Jesus went on to say, “The Kingdom of God is like this. A man scatters seed in 

his field. 27 He sleeps at night, is up and about during the day, and all the while 

the seeds are sprouting and growing. Yet he does not know how it happens. 28 

The soil itself makes the plants grow and bear fruit; first the tender stalk appears, 

then the head, and finally the head full of grain. 29 When the grain is ripe, the 

man starts cutting it with his sickle, because harvest time has come. 

30 “What shall we say the Kingdom of God is like?” asked Jesus. “What parable 

shall we use to explain it? 31 It is like this. A man takes a mustard seed, the small-

est seed in the world, and plants it in the ground. 32 After a while it grows up and 

becomes the biggest of all plants. It puts out such large branches that the birds 

come and make their nests in its shade.” 

33 Jesus preached his message to the people, using many other parables like 

these; he told them as much as they could understand. 34 He would not speak to 

them without using parables, but when he was alone with his disciples, he would 

explain everything to them.  

After the reading... 

Pastor: The gospel of the Lord.   

Congregation: Praise to you, O Christ. 
 

SERMON            
 



HYMN OF THE DAY         For the Fruit of All Creation  vs. 1 & 2    

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 

Each part of the prayers ends with the words: “Lord, in your mercy,”    

     and we respond:    “Hear our prayer.” 

 



OFFERING 
 

OFFERING PRAYER   

Prayer Leader: Blessed are you, O God, maker of all things. Through your good-
ness you have blessed us with these gifts: our selves, our time, and our posses-
sions. Use us, and what we have gathered, in feeding the world with your love, 
through the one who gave himself for us, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 
Congregation: Amen.  

 

HOLY COMMUNION  

Pastor: The Lord be with you.  

Congregation: And also with you. 

Pastor: Lift up your hearts.  

Congregation: We lift them to the Lord. 

Pastor: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.  

Congregation: It is right to give our thanks and praise. 

 
Pastor: It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times and in 
all places give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, through our 
Savior Jesus Christ; who on this day overcame death and the grave, and by his 
glorious resurrection opened to us the way of everlasting life. And so, with all the 
choirs of angels, with the church on earth and the hosts of heaven, we praise your 
name. 
 
Pastor: In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, and 
gave thanks; broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: Take and eat; this is my 
body, given for you. Do this for the remembrance of me. 
 

Pastor: Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to 
drink, saying: This cup is the new covenant in my blood, shed for you and for all 
people for the forgiveness of sin. Do this for the remembrance of me. 
Pastor: Pour out upon us the Spirit of your love, O Lord, and unite the wills of all 
who share this heavenly food, the body and blood of Jesus Christ, our Lord; to 
whom, with you and the Holy Spirit, be all honor and glory, now and forever.  
Congregation: Amen. 
 

 



LORD’S PRAYER   

Pastor: Lord, remember us in your kingdom and teach us to pray in the language 

closest to our hearts. 

Congregation: Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy 

kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day 

our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who tres-

pass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For 

thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever and ever. Amen. 

 

PRAYERS AFTER COMMUNION  

Prayer Leader: Let us pray. We give you thanks, almighty God, that you have re-

freshed us through the healing power of this gift of life. In your mercy, strengthen 

us through this gift, in faith toward you and in fervent love toward one another.  

Congregation: Amen. 

 

Pastor: Gracious God, loving all your family with a mother’s tender care: As you 

sent the angel to feed Elijah with heavenly bread, help those who go to share your 

word and sacrament with those who are sick, homebound, or imprisoned. In your 

love and care, nourish and strengthen those who will receive this sacrament, and 

give us all the comfort of your everlasting presence through the body and blood of 

your Son, Jesus Christ, our Lord.  

Congregation: Amen. 

 

BLESSING   

Pastor: The Lord bless you and keep you. The Lord’s face shine on you with grace 

and mercy. The Lord look upon you with favor and ☩ give you peace.  
Congregation: Amen. 

 

 

 

 

 



SENDING SONG                The Doxology  
        

DISMISSAL 

Pastor: Together we have heard God’s Word and shared in the Lord’s Supper, we 

have given and have been forgiven. Now our service of worship has ended, and 

our service to the world begins! Go in Peace. Christ is with you.   

Congregation: Thanks be to God! 

 

POSTLUDE 
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