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Welcome! Cradle and cross are inextricably connected on the fourth Sunday of 

Advent. Between a lovely tribute to the little town of Bethlehem and Mary’s mag-

nificent song of praise, the letter to the Hebrews reminds us in no uncertain terms 

that Christ’s advent is for “the offering of the body of Jesus Christ once for all.” It 

is the kind of tension in which the church always lives as when in holy commun-

ion—with high delight—“we proclaim the Lord’s death.” 
 

There are a few things to know about this service: you are not required to stand at 

any point though you can move around anytime you want or need, prayer slips are 

available for your prayers to be included in Prayer Time, and Holy Communion is 

served with gluten-free bread and grape juice. 
 

GATHERING SONG          All Are Welcome                       Verses 1 & 4  



4 Let us build a house where hands will reach 

beyond the wood and stone 

to heal and strengthen, serve and teach, 

and live the Word they've known. 

Here the outcast and the stranger 

bear the image of God's face; 

let us bring an end to fear and danger:  

All are welcome, all are welcome, 

all are welcome in this place.  

 

 
 

GREETING  

Pastor: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion 

of the Holy Spirit be with you all.  

Congregation: And also with you. 
 

LIGHTING OF THE ADVENT WREATH 

Pastor: Let us pray. Blessed are you, God of hosts, for you promised to send a son, 
Emmanuel, who brought your presence among us; and you promise through your 
Son Jesus to save us from our sin. As we light these candles, turn again to us in 
mercy; strengthen our faith in the word spoken by your prophets; restore us and 
give us life that we may be saved. O house of David, come, 
Congregation: let us rejoice, for the Son of God, Emmanuel, comes to be with 
us. 
 

CANDLELIGHTING CAROL     Light One Candle to Watch for Messiah      



FIRST READING   Micah 5:2-5a                                        

Introduction to the Lesson: The prophet Micah, having pronounced judgment up-

on Judah, speaks of a future shepherd-king who, like David, will come from the 

small town of Bethlehem. (Ephrathah refers to the area around Bethlehem.) This 

king will restore Israel and bring peace. New Testament writers understood this 

passage to be referring to Jesus. 

Reader:  2 The Lord says, “Bethlehem Ephrathah, you are one of the smallest 

towns in Judah, but out of you I will bring a ruler for Israel, whose family line 

goes back to ancient times.” 

3 So the Lord will abandon his people to their enemies until the woman who is to 

give birth has her son. Then those Israelites who are in exile will be reunited with 

their own people. 4 When he comes, he will rule his people with the strength that 

comes from the Lord and with the majesty of the Lord God himself. His people 

will live in safety because people all over the earth will acknowledge his great-

ness, 5 and he will bring peace. 

After the reading... 

Reader: The word of the Lord.   

Congregation: Thanks be to God. 
 

GOSPEL LESSON    Luke 1:39-55  
Introduction to the Gospel: Elizabeth, John’s mother, and Mary, the mother of Je-
sus, are two women filled with the Holy Spirit and with faith. In Elizabeth’s in-
spired greeting and Mary’s song of praise we hear of a saving God who remem-
bers, scatters, lifts up, and fulfills all things. 
  
Worship Leader: The Holy Gospel according to Luke in the 1st chapter. 
Congregation: Glory to you, O Lord. 
 

39 Soon afterward Mary got ready and hurried off to a town in the hill country of 

Judea. 40 She went into Zechariah's house and greeted Elizabeth. 41 When Eliza-

beth heard Mary's greeting, the baby moved within her. Elizabeth was filled with 

the Holy Spirit 42 and said in a loud voice, “You are the most blessed of all wom-

en, and blessed is the child you will bear! 43 Why should this great thing happen 



to me, that my Lord's mother comes to visit me? 44 For as soon as I heard your 

greeting, the baby within me jumped with gladness. 45 How happy you are to be-

lieve that the Lord's message to you will come true!” 

46 Mary said, 

“My heart praises the Lord; 47 my soul is glad because of God my Savior, 48 for 

he has remembered me, his lowly servant! From now on all people will call me 

happy, 49 because of the great things the Mighty God has done for me. His name 

is holy; 50 from one generation to another he shows mercy to those who honor 

him. 

51 He has stretched out his mighty arm and scattered the proud with all their 

plans. 52 He has brought down mighty kings from their thrones, and lifted up the 

lowly. 53 He has filled the hungry with good things, and sent the rich away with 

empty hands. 54 He has kept the promise he made to our ancestors, and has come 

to the help of his servant Israel. 55 He has remembered to show mercy to Abra-

ham and to all his descendants forever!” ’” 

After the reading... 

Worship Leader: The gospel of the Lord.   

Congregation: Praise to you, O Christ. 
 

SERMON 
 

HYMN OF THE DAY               Joy to the World vs. 1 & 2   

 

 



PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 

Each part of the prayers ends with the words: “Lord, in your mercy,”    

     and we respond:    “Hear our prayer.” 

OFFERING 
 

OFFERING PRAYER   

Prayer Leader: Blessed are you, O God, maker of all things. Through your good-
ness you have blessed us with these gifts: our selves, our time, and our posses-
sions. Use us, and what we have gathered, in feeding the world with your love, 
through the one who gave himself for us, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 
Congregation: Amen.  

 

HOLY COMMUNION  

Pastor: The Lord be with you.  

Congregation: And also with you. 

Pastor: Lift up your hearts.  

Congregation: We lift them to the Lord. 

Pastor: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.  

Congregation: It is right to give our thanks and praise. 

 
Pastor: It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times and in 
all places give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, through our 
Savior Jesus Christ. You comforted your people with the promise of the Redeem-
er, through whom you will also make all things new in the day when he comes to 



judge the world in righteousness. And so, with all the choirs of angels, with the 
church on earth and the hosts of heaven, we praise your name. 
 

Pastor: In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, and 
gave thanks; broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: Take and eat; this is my 
body, given for you. Do this for the remembrance of me. 
 

Pastor: Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to 
drink, saying: This cup is the new covenant in my blood, shed for you and for all 
people for the forgiveness of sin. Do this for the remembrance of me. 
 

Pastor: Pour out upon us the Spirit of your love, O Lord, and unite the wills of all 
who share this heavenly food, the body and blood of Jesus Christ, our Lord; to 
whom, with you and the Holy Spirit, be all honor and glory, now and forever.  
Congregation: Amen. 
 

LORD’S PRAYER   

Pastor: Lord, remember us in your kingdom and teach us to pray in the language 

closest to our hearts. 

Congregation: Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy 

kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day 

our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who tres-

pass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For 

thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever and ever. Amen. 
 

PRAYERS AFTER COMMUNION  

Prayer Leader: Let us pray. We give you thanks, almighty God, that you have re-

freshed us through the healing power of this gift of life. In your mercy, strengthen 

us through this gift, in faith toward you and in fervent love toward one another.  

Congregation: Amen. 
 

Pastor: Gracious God, loving all your family with a mother’s tender care: As you 

sent the angel to feed Elijah with heavenly bread, help those who go to share your 

word and sacrament with those who are sick, homebound, or imprisoned. In your 

love and care, nourish and strengthen those who will receive this sacrament, and 

give us all the comfort of your everlasting presence through the body and blood of 

your Son, Jesus Christ, our Lord.  Congregation: Amen. 



 

BLESSING   

Pastor: The Lord bless you and keep you. The Lord’s face shine on you with grace 

and mercy. The Lord look upon you with favor and ☩ give you peace.  
Congregation: Amen. 
 

SENDING SONG                The Doxology  

DISMISSAL 

Pastor: Together we have heard God’s Word and shared in the Lord’s Supper, we 

have given and have been forgiven. Now our service of worship has ended, and 

our service to the world begins! Go in Peace. Christ is with you.   

Congregation: Thanks be to God! 
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