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Welcome! Today Jesus feeds thousands of people with five loaves and two fish.
What we have, what we bring to Jesus’ table, seems like it is not nearly enough to
meet all the needs we see around us. But it is not the adequacy of our supplies or
our skills that finally makes the difference: it is the power of Jesus working in the
littlest and least to transform this world into the world God desires, a world where
all the hungry are satisfied.

There are a few things to know about this service: you are not required to stand at
any point though you can move around anytime you want or need, prayer slips are
available for your prayers to be included in Prayer Time, and Holy Communion is
served with gluten-free bread and grape juice.

GATHERING SONG All Are Welcome Verses 1 & 4
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5 Let us build a house where all are named,
their songs and visions heard

and loved and treasured, taught and claimed
as words within the Word.

Built of tears and cries and laughter,
prayers of faith and songs of grace,

let this house proclaim from floor to rafter:
All are welcome, all are welcome,

all are welcome in this place.

Text: Marty Haugen, b. 1950

Music: TWO OAKS, Marty Haugen

Text and music © 1994 GIA Publications, Inc., 7404 8. Mason Ave., Chicage. IL 60638, www.giamusic.com. 800.442.3358.
All rights reserved. Used by permission.

Duplication in any form prohibited without permission or valid license from copyright administrator.

GREETING

Pastor: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion
of the Holy Spirit be with you all.

Congregation: And also with you.

PRAYER OF THE DAY

Pastor: Let us pray. Gracious God, you have placed within the hearts of all your
children a longing for your word and a hunger for your truth. Grant that we may
know your Son to be the true bread of heaven and share this bread with all the
world, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.

Congregation: Amen.

FIRST READING 2 Kings 4:42-44

Introduction to the Lesson: Today’s reading is part of a larger section of 2 Kings
that describes the miracles of Elisha, the successor to Elijah. Here the prophet
gives food to a hungry crowd. Though there is not enough food to go around, Eli-
sha trusts God, who provides enough and even more to satisfy the need.

42 Another time, a man came from Baal Shalishah, bringing Elisha twenty loaves
of bread made from the first barley harvested that year, and some freshly-cut



heads of grain. Elisha told his servant to feed the group of prophets with this, 43
but he answered, “Do you think this is enough for a hundred men?”

Elisha replied, “Give it to them to eat, because the Lord says that they will eat and
still have some left over.” 44 So the servant set the food before them, and as the
Lord had said, they all ate, and there was still some left over.

After the reading...

Reader: The word of the Lord.
Congregation: Thanks be to God.

GOSPEL LESSON John 6:1-21
Introduction to the Gospel: In John’s gospel, the miracles of Jesus are called

“signs,”” because they reveal the true character of God. As such, they remain
within the mystery of God and cannot be brought under human control.

Pastor: The Holy Gospel according to John in the 6th chapter.

Congregation: Glory to you, O Lord.

After this, Jesus went across Lake Galilee (or, Lake Tiberias, as it is also called). 2
A large crowd followed him, because they had seen his miracles of healing the
sick. 3 Jesus went up a hill and sat down with his disciples. 4 The time for the
Passover Festival was near. 5 Jesus looked around and saw that a large crowd was
coming to him, so he asked Philip, “Where can we buy enough food to feed all
these people?” (6 He said this to test Philip; actually he already knew what he
would do.) 7 Philip answered, “For everyone to have even a little, it would take
more than two hundred silver coins to buy enough bread.” 8 Another one of his
disciples, Andrew, who was Simon Peter's brother, said, 9 “There is a boy here
who has five loaves of barley bread and two fish. But they will certainly not be
enough for all these people.” 10 “Make the people sit down,” Jesus told them.
(There was a lot of grass there.) So all the people sat down; there were about five
thousand men. 11 Jesus took the bread, gave thanks to God, and distributed it to
the people who were sitting there. He did the same with the fish, and they all had
as much as they wanted. 12 When they were all full, he said to his disciples,
“Gather the pieces left over; let us not waste a bit.” 13 So they gathered them all
and filled twelve baskets with the pieces left over from the five barley loaves
which the people had eaten.



14 Seeing this miracle that Jesus had performed, the people there said, “Surely
this is the Prophet who was to come into the world!” 15 Jesus knew that they were
about to come and seize him in order to make him king by force; so he went off
again to the hills by himself. 16 When evening came, Jesus' disciples went down
to the lake, 17 got into a boat, and went back across the lake toward Capernaum.
Night came on, and Jesus still had not come to them. 18 By then a strong wind
was blowing and stirring up the water. 19 The disciples had rowed about three or
four miles when they saw Jesus walking on the water, coming near the boat, and
they were terrified. 20 “Don't be afraid,” Jesus told them, “it is I!” 21 Then they
willingly took him into the boat, and immediately the boat reached land at the
place they were heading for.

After the reading...

Pastor: The gospel of the Lord.

Congregation: Praise to you, O Christ.

SERMON

HYMN OF THE DAY Let Us Talents and Tongues Employ
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Text: Fred Kaan, b. 1929
Music: LINSTEAD, Jamaican folk tune; adapt. Doreen Potter, 1925-1980
Text and music © 1975 Hope Publishing Company, Carol Stream, IL 60188. All rights reserved. Used by permission.

Duplication in any form prohibited without permission or valid license from copyright administrator.



PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION
Each part of the prayers ends with the words: “Lord, in your mercy,”
and we respond:  “Hear our prayer.”

OFFERING

OFFERING PRAYER

Prayer Leader: Blessed are you, O God, maker of all things. Through your good-
ness you have blessed us with these gifts: our selves, our time, and our posses-
sions. Use us, and what we have gathered, in feeding the world with your love,
through the one who gave himself for us, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.
Congregation: Amen.

HOLY COMMUNION

Pastor: The Lord be with you.

Congregation: And also with you.

Pastor: Lift up your hearts.

Congregation: We lift them to the Lord.

Pastor: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
Congregation: It is right to give our thanks and praise.

Pastor: It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times and in
all places give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, through our
Savior Jesus Christ; who on this day overcame death and the grave, and by his
glorious resurrection opened to us the way of everlasting life. And so, with all the
choirs of angels, with the church on earth and the hosts of heaven, we praise your
name.

Pastor: In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, and
gave thanks; broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: Take and eat; this is my
body, given for you. Do this for the remembrance of me.

Pastor: Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to
drink, saying: This cup is the new covenant in my blood, shed for you and for all
people for the forgiveness of sin. Do this for the remembrance of me.

Pastor: Pour out upon us the Spirit of your love, O Lord, and unite the wills of all
who share this heavenly food, the body and blood of Jesus Christ, our Lord; to
whom, with you and the Holy Spirit, be all honor and glory, now and forever.
Congregation: Amen.



LORD’S PRAYER

Pastor: Lord, remember us in your kingdom and teach us to pray in the language
closest to our hearts.

Congregation: Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy
kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day
our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who tres-
pass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For
thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever and ever. Amen.

PRAYERS AFTER COMMUNION

Prayer Leader: Let us pray. We give you thanks, almighty God, that you have re-
freshed us through the healing power of this gift of life. In your mercy, strengthen
us through this gift, in faith toward you and in fervent love toward one another.
Congregation: Amen.

Pastor: Gracious God, loving all your family with a mother’s tender care: As you
sent the angel to feed Elijah with heavenly bread, help those who go to share your
word and sacrament with those who are sick, homebound, or imprisoned. In your
love and care, nourish and strengthen those who will receive this sacrament, and
give us all the comfort of your everlasting presence through the body and blood of
your Son, Jesus Christ, our Lord.

Congregation: Amen.

BLESSING
Pastor: The Lord bless you and keep you. The Lord’s face shine on you with grace

and mercy. The Lord look upon you with favor and *+ give you peace.
Congregation: Amen.



SENDING SONG The Doxology
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Text: Thomas Ken, 1637-1711
Music: OLD HUNDREDTH, Louis Bourgeois, 1510-1561

DISMISSAL

Pastor: Together we have heard God’s Word and shared in the Lord’s Supper, we
have given and have been forgiven. Now our service of worship has ended, and
our service to the world begins! Go in Peace. Christ is with you.

Congregation: Thanks be to God!
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