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Welcome! As we begin our journey through the time after Epiphany, stories of the call to
discipleship show us the implications of our baptismal calling to show Christ to the
world. Jesus begins proclaiming the good news and calling people to repentance right
after John the Baptist is arrested for preaching in a similar way. Knowing that John was
later executed, we see at the very outset the cost of discipleship. Still, the two sets of
brothers leave everything they have known and worked for all their lives to follow Jesus
and fish for people.

This is a special bulletin for Grace Lutheran Church. This bulletin is designed to be used
at home by anyone who is baptized serving as the Worship Leader. If you use this
bulletin for worship, either by itself or alongside our service on YouTube, please fill out
the Attendance Record Form on our website: GraceCLW.com

ADAPTIVE SERVICE OF THE WORD

GREETING

Worship Leader: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the
communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.
Congregation: And also with you.

PRAYER OF THE DAY

Worship Leader: Thanks be to you, Lord Jesus Christ, most merciful redeemer, for the
countless blessings and benefits you give. May we know you more clearly, love you
more dearly, and follow you more nearly, day by day praising you, with the Father and

the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.
Congregation: Amen.

FIRST READING 1 Samuel 3:1-10

Introduction to the Lesson: In Ephesus, Paul encounters people who had received
John’s baptism of repentance but had never heard of the Holy Spirit or of baptism in the
name of Jesus. After Paul baptizes them, the Holy Spirit comes upon them and empowers
them with gifts of the Spirit.

Reader: In those days, when the boy Samuel was serving the Lord under the direction of
Eli, there were very few messages from the Lord, and visions from him were quite
rare. 2 One night Eli, who was now almost blind, was sleeping in his own
room; 3 Samuel was sleeping in the sanctuary, where the sacred Covenant Box was.
Before dawn, while the lamp was still burning, 4 the Lord called Samuel. He answered,
“Yes, sir!” 5 and ran to Eli and said, “You called me, and here I am.”

But Eli answered, “I didn't call you; go back to bed.” So Samuel went back to bed.

6-7 The Lord called Samuel again. The boy did not know that it was the Lord, because
the Lord had never spoken to him before. So he got up, went to Eli, and said, “You
called me, and here I am.”



But Eli answered, “My son, I didn't call you; go back to bed.”

8 The Lord called Samuel a third time; he got up, went to Eli, and said, “You called me,
and here [ am.”

Then Eli realized that it was the Lord who was calling the boy, 9 so he said to him, “Go
back to bed; and if he calls you again, say, ‘Speak, Lord, your servant is listening.”” So
Samuel went back to bed.

10 The Lord came and stood there, and called as he had before, “Samuel! Samuel!”
Samuel answered, “Speak; your servant is listening.”

After the reading...
Reader: The word of the Lord.
Congregation: Thanks be to God.

GOSPEL LESSON Mark 1:14-20

Introduction to the Gospel: Before Jesus calls his first disciples, he proclaims a message
that becomes known as “the gospel” or good news from God. God is ready to rule our

lives. Those who realize this will respond with repentance and faith.

Worship Leader: The Holy Gospel according to Mark the 1st chapter.
Congregation: Glory to you, O Lord.

Worship Leader: 14 After John had been put in prison, Jesus went to Galilee and
preached the Good News from God. 15 “The right time has come,” he said, “and the
Kingdom of God is near! Turn away from your sins and believe the Good News!”

16 As Jesus walked along the shore of Lake Galilee, he saw two fishermen, Simon and
his brother Andrew, catching fish with a net. 17 Jesus said to them, “Come with me, and
I will teach you to catch people.” 18 At once they left their nets and went with him.

19 He went a little farther on and saw two other brothers, James and John, the sons of
Zebedee. They were in their boat getting their nets ready. 20 As soon as Jesus saw them,
he called them; they left their father Zebedee in the boat with the hired men and went
with Jesus.

After the reading...
Worship Leader: The gospel of the Lord.
Congregation: Praise to you, O Christ.

GOSPEL MESSAGE—From Sundays and Seasons
In the Nets of the Kingdom

Jan, wandering seat to seat on the bus, was crossing state lines from Michigan to
Wisconsin. Bruce had sent her the ticket. The two met at a church youth convention;
now she was going to be his high school prom date. Here’s how it happened: At the



youth gathering, during each morning’s worship, the two held the same green hymn
book. During the afternoon Bible studies, sitting cross-legged in a circle on the floor, she
read compellingly from her red leatherette Bible. For evening reflections, the prayers
she pulled from her blue plastic packet of devotions swept the room. Bruce was
bedazzled. That’s why he bought the ticket. When Jan stepped off the bus, she
shimmered, telling him how from seat to seat along Highway 2 she had saved souls,
netting fourteen converts on a colorful missionary journey.

As delighted as Jan might have been, her proselytizing was not the kind of fishing for
people Jesus was after when he passed along the Sea of Galilee, calling oily fishermen
to “follow me.” What shook Simon and Andrew, James and John, and countless women
and men throughout the ages to—immediately, impulsively—give up their nets, quit
mending, abandon boats, and leave families and homes?

Jesus’ wild, sea-changing challenge demands courage. It dares us into a way of living, a
manner of seeing, and a risk of not knowing but earnestly believing that when he asks us
to step up, something more meaningful than all we have awaits us.

Jesus’ “follow me” comes amid a lifetime of rigorous monotony, in which we are
constantly casting nets to catch more of what never satisfies. Jesus’ “follow me” is an
epiphany. It is an invitation, not to “save souls,” but to be gathered and to gather the
weak and despairing, to minister to the ruined and abandoned, scared and starving, to
show compassion to the mean and unloving, and to embrace the great, greedy, proud,
and demanding; all of this awaits us in the nets of God’s kingdom.

SERMON
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Text: Charles Wesley, 1707-178%, alt.
Music: LYONS, attr. Johann Michael Haydn. 1737-1846

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION

Worship Leader: Guided by Christ made known to the nations, let us offer our prayers
for the church, the world, and all people in need.

Prayer Leader: For the body of Christ gathered throughout the world and for all servants
of the gospel, that following Jesus, the church lives out its calling every day. Lord, in
your mercy,

Congregation: hear our prayer.

Prayer Leader: For police officers and firefighters, for attorneys and paralegals, for
peacekeepers and military personnel, and for the leaders of governments, that they
provide protection to all people, especially the most vulnerable, and reject the way of
violence to achieve power. Lord, in your mercy,

Congregation: hear our prayer.

Prayer Leader: For those lacking food or shelter, for those who are sick or grieving, and
for those who are imprisoned or homebound (especially Marc Calhoun, Linda Almond,
Barbara Haseley, Duke Tieman, Betty Biddle, Cathi Adams, Michael Morales, Wade
Buehler, Gloria Holtzclaw, Betty Daege, Dianne William, Rosemarie & George Smith,
Gary Neal, Karen Bates, Rev. Lydia Villanueva and family, Don Eunis, Lorraine
Reinhard, Bonnie Redler, Kathy Leotta, Brytt Mathis, Joseph Valentin, Rita Burneik,
Bobby Schlegel, Hilda Taylor, George Clark, Jill Grote, Larry Timmons, Carl Stone,
Neftali Garcia & family, Kelly Sullivan, Susan Gunn, Roy Pruitt, Iris Valentin, Deacon
Connie Puls, Joan Keeton, Steve Davis, Rose Marie Piff, Gary Mostrum, Vicki
Kennedy, Gail Elder, Valerie Smutko, Jason Meadows, Missy, Penny, & Henry, Lisa &
Ty Hauschild, Bishop Pedro Suarez, Pastor Courtney Erzkus and family, Ralph Burson,
Luanne Sekel, Lorraine Chavez, Pat Fredell, Len and Nancy Sagnella, the family and
friends of Rosemary Collins and Ethan Burgess, and all those suffering from natural
disasters [including all those impacted by COVID-19 and other natural disasters],



violence, & terror, and the family & friends of the 350,000+ people in the US & the 2
million+ people worldwide who have died from COVID-19). Lord, in your mercy,

Congregation: hear our prayer.

Worship Leader: Receive these prayers, O God, and those too deep for words; through
Jesus Christ our Lord.
Congregation: Amen.

OFFERING

Olfferings to the mission and ministry of Grace can be made online at GraceCLW.com
(look for the “Donate” button), or (for now) by mailing a check to Grace Lutheran
Church, 1812 N. Highland Ave. Clearwater FL 33755. Thank you for your continued
financial support during these uncertain times. You can fill out your attendance form on
our website as well.

OFFERING PRAYER
Prayer Leader: Blessed are you, O God, maker of all things. Through your goodness you

have blessed us with these gifts: our selves, our time, and our possessions. Use us, and
what we have gathered, in feeding the world with your love, through the one who gave
himself for us, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.

Congregation: Amen.

LORD’S PRAYER

Worship Leader: Lord, remember us in your kingdom and teach us to pray in the
language closest to our hearts.

Congregation: Qur Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom
come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead
us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the
power, and the glory, forever and ever. Amen.

THANKSGIVING FOR THE WORD

Worship Leader: Let us pray. O God of justice and love, we give thanks to you that you
illumine our way through life with the words of your Son. Give us the light we need,
awaken us to the needs of others, and at the end bring all the world to your feast;
through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, to whom, with you and the Holy Spirit, be
honor and glory forever.

Congregation: Amen.



BLESSING
Worship Leader: The Lord bless you and keep you. The Lord’s face shine on you with
grace and mercy. The Lord look upon you with favor and + give you peace .

Congregation: Amen.

SENDING SONG The Doxology
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Text: Thomas Ken, 1637-1711
bMusic: OLD HUNDREDTH, Louis Bourgeuois, 1310-1561

DISMISSAL

Pastor: Together we have heard God’s Word and joined in prayer, we have given and
have been forgiven. Now our service of worship has ended, and our service to the world
begins! Go in peace. Be the light of Christ.

Congregation: Thanks be to God!
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