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Welcome! The third covenant in this year’s Lenten readings is the central one of Israel’s 

history: the gift of the law to those God freed from slavery. The commandments begin 

with the statement that because God alone has freed us from the powers that oppressed 

us, we are to let nothing else claim first place in our lives. When Jesus throws the 

merchants out of the temple, he is defending the worship of God alone and rejecting the 

ways commerce and profit-making can become our gods. The Ten Commandments are 

essential to our baptismal call: centered first in God’s liberating love, we strive to live 

out justice and mercy in our communities and the world. 

This is a special bulletin for Grace Lutheran Church. This bulletin is designed to be used 

at home by anyone who is baptized serving as the Worship Leader. If you use this 

bulletin for worship, either by itself or alongside our service on YouTube, please fill out 

the Attendance Record Form on our website: GraceCLW.com 

 

ADAPTIVE SERVICE OF THE WORD  
 

GREETING  

Worship Leader: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the 
communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 
Congregation: And also with you. 
 

PRAYER OF THE DAY 

Worship Leader: Holy God, through your Son you have called us to live faithfully and 
act courageously. Keep us steadfast in your covenant of grace, and teach us the wisdom 
that comes only through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with 

you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 
Congregation: Amen. 
 

FIRST READING   Exodus 20:1-17  

Introduction to the Lesson: After escaping from slavery, the Israelites come to Mount 
Sinai, where God teaches them how to live in community. The Ten Commandments 
proclaim that God alone is worthy of worship. Flowing from God, the life of the 
community flourishes when based on honesty, trust, fidelity, and respect for life, family, 

and property. 

Reader: God spoke, and these were his words: 2 “I am the Lord your God who brought 

you out of Egypt, where you were slaves. 

3 “Worship no god but me. 

4 “Do not make for yourselves images of anything in heaven or on earth or in the water 

under the earth. 5 Do not bow down to any idol or worship it, because I am 

the Lord your God and I tolerate no rivals. I bring punishment on those who hate me and 



on their descendants down to the third and fourth generation. 6 But I show my love to 

thousands of generations[a] of those who love me and obey my laws. 

7 “Do not use my name for evil purposes, for I, the Lord your God, will punish anyone 

who misuses my name. 

8 “Observe the Sabbath and keep it holy. 9 You have six days in which to do your 

work, 10 but the seventh day is a day of rest dedicated to me. On that day no one is to 

work—neither you, your children, your slaves, your animals, nor the foreigners who live 

in your country. 11 In six days I, the Lord, made the earth, the sky, the seas, and 

everything in them, but on the seventh day I rested. That is why I, the Lord, blessed the 

Sabbath and made it holy. 

12 “Respect your father and your mother, so that you may live a long time in the land 

that I am giving you. 

13 “Do not commit murder. 

14 “Do not commit adultery. 

15 “Do not steal. 

16 “Do not accuse anyone falsely. 

17 “Do not desire another man's house; do not desire his wife, his slaves, his cattle, his 

donkeys, or anything else that he owns.” 

 

After the reading... 

Reader: The word of the Lord.   

Congregation: Thanks be to God. 
 

GOSPEL LESSON    John 2:13-22  

Introduction to the Gospel:  Jesus attacks the commercialization of religion by driving 
merchants out of the temple. When challenged, he responds mysteriously, with the first 
prediction of his own death and resurrection. In the midst of a seemingly stable religious 

center, Jesus suggests that the center itself has changed. 

Worship Leader:  The Holy Gospel according to John the 2nd chapter.  

Congregation: Glory to you, O Lord. 
 

Worship Leader:  13 It was almost time for the Passover Festival, so Jesus went to 

Jerusalem. 14 There in the Temple he found people selling cattle, sheep, and pigeons, 

and also the moneychangers sitting at their tables. 15 So he made a whip from cords and 

drove all the animals out of the Temple, both the sheep and the cattle; he overturned the 

tables of the moneychangers and scattered their coins; 16 and he ordered those who sold 

the pigeons, “Take them out of here! Stop making my Father's house a 

marketplace!” 17 His disciples remembered that the scripture says, “My devotion to 

your house, O God, burns in me like a fire.” 



18 The Jewish authorities came back at him with a question, “What miracle can you 

perform to show us that you have the right to do this?” 

19 Jesus answered, “Tear down this Temple, and in three days I will build it again.” 

20 “Are you going to build it again in three days?” they asked him. “It has taken forty-

six years to build this Temple!” 

21 But the temple Jesus was speaking about was his body. 22 So when he was raised 

from death, his disciples remembered that he had said this, and they believed the 

scripture and what Jesus had said. 
 

After the reading... 

Worship Leader: The gospel of the Lord.   

Congregation: Praise to you, O Christ. 
 

GOSPEL MESSAGE—From Sundays and Seasons 

God’s Love Is Not for Sale 

The trouble isn’t that there are people buying and selling animals and exchanging money 
in the temple. Those things have always happened in the temple. No one is being 
corrupt; no one is getting rich. These are facets of temple life that exist to uphold God’s 
law. 

The trouble is that something has gone haywire: we have allowed our experience of the 
marketplace to shape the way we see God; if I give God this, God will give me that. 
Instead of God informing our understanding of the marketplace, it has come to be the 
other way around. Jesus has come to turn this haywire understanding on its head. 

In the face of trouble, promising to give God something as a down payment will not 
make God any more likely to come to your aid. God has already come and made a home 
with you in your trouble. 

In the face of death, bargaining with God will not attract God’s favor for you, because 
God is already there. Your death is forever wedded to Christ’s death, and likewise your 
resurrection to his resurrection. 

In the face of helplessness, negotiating with God for help is useless because God was 
your helper long before you even asked. 

Do you see? God’s love is not to be bought or sold, only given freely and lavishly, even 
to those who could never pay if they wanted to. 

As a result, the body of Christ today, the church, sets out to live in ways that are 
unfathomable to the modern-day market. We spend our communal life on hungry people 
who will never be able to invite us to their own tables, and on children who cannot 
contribute to our offering plate, on dying people who after receiving our most prized 
treasures are not there to enjoy them. Our life is senseless lived by the rules of the 
marketplace. Thanks be to God that Christ comes to overturn it. 
 



SERMON             
 

HYMN OF THE DAY             God of Grace and God of Glory  vs. 1 & 2  

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 

Worship Leader: Guided by Christ made known to the nations, let us offer our prayers 
for the church, the world, and all people in need. 
 

Prayer Leader: There is no God before you. Purify the faith of your church, that your 

people place their trust in nothing beside you. Your name is holy. Guide your church, 



that in every situation your people’s words and actions honor your name.  Lord, in your 

mercy, 

Congregation: hear our prayer. 

Prayer Leader: Your foolishness is wiser than human wisdom. Fill leaders with the 

foolishness of your peace and mercy. Your law defends the vulnerable. Work through 

legislators, judicial systems, and systems of law enforcement to protect the wellbeing 

and freedom of all.  Lord, in your mercy, 

Congregation: hear our prayer. 

Prayer Leader: Your weakness is stronger than human strength. Protect those who are 

vulnerable and give courage to all who are suffering (especially Marc Calhoun, Linda 

Almond, Barbara Haseley, Duke Tieman, Betty Biddle, Cathi Adams, Michael Morales, 

Wade Buehler, Gloria Holtzclaw, Betty Daege, Dianne William, Rosemarie & George 

Smith, Gary Neal, Karen Bates, Rev. Lydia Villanueva and family, Don Eunis, Lorraine 

Reinhard, Bonnie Redler, Kathy Leotta, Brytt Mathis, Joseph Valentin, Rita Burneik, 

Bobby Schlegel, Hilda Taylor, George Clark, Jill Grote, Larry Timmons, Carl Stone, 

Neftali Garcia & family, Kelly Sullivan, Susan Gunn, Roy Pruitt, Iris Valentin, Deacon 

Connie Puls, Joan Keeton, Steve Davis, Rose Marie Piff, Gary Mostrum, Vicki 

Kennedy, Gail Elder, Valerie Smutko, Jason Meadows, Missy, Penny, & Henry, Lisa & 

Ty Hauschild, Bishop Pedro Suarez, Pastor Courtney Erzkus and family, Ralph Burson, 

Luanne Sekel, Lorraine Chavez, Pat Fredell, Sunday and Eric Falco, the family and 

friends of Harry Schipper, and all those suffering from natural disasters [including all 

those impacted by COVID-19 and other natural disasters], violence, & terror, and the 

family & friends of the 500,000+ people in the US & the 2.4 million+ people worldwide 

who have died from COVID-19). Defend victims of crime and give sabbath rest to all 

who labor. Lord, in your mercy, 

Congregation: hear our prayer. 
 

Worship Leader: Receive these prayers, O God, and those too deep for words; through 

Jesus Christ our Lord. 

Congregation: Amen. 

 

OFFERING 

Offerings to the mission and ministry of Grace can be made online at GraceCLW.com 

(look for the “Donate” button), or (for now) by mailing a check to Grace Lutheran 

Church, 1812 N. Highland Ave. Clearwater FL 33755. Thank you for your continued 

financial support during these uncertain times. You can fill out your attendance form on 

our website as well. 



OFFERING PRAYER   
Prayer Leader: Blessed are you, O God, maker of all things. Through your goodness you 

have blessed us with these gifts: our selves, our time, and our possessions. Use us, and 

what we have gathered, in feeding the world with your love, through the one who gave 

himself for us, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.  

Congregation: Amen.  

 

THANKSGIVING FOR THE WORD  

Worship Leader: Let us pray. O God of justice and love, we give thanks to you that you 
illumine our way through life with the words of your Son. Give us the light we need, 
awaken us to the needs of others, and at the end bring all the world to your feast; 
through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, to whom, with you and the Holy Spirit, be 
honor and glory forever. 

Congregation: Amen. 

 

LORD’S PRAYER   

Worship Leader: Lord, remember us in your kingdom and teach us to pray in the 

language closest to our hearts. 

Congregation: Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom 

come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; 

and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead 

us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the 

power, and the glory, forever and ever. Amen. 
 

BLESSING   

Worship Leader: The Lord bless you and keep you. The Lord’s face shine on you with 

grace and mercy. The Lord look upon you with favor and ☩  give you peace . 

Congregation: Amen. 
 

SENDING SONG                   The Doxology      



 

DISMISSAL 

Pastor: Together we have heard God’s Word and joined in prayer, we have given and 
have been forgiven. Now our service of worship has ended, and our service to the world 
begins! Go in peace. Be the light of Christ.  
Congregation: Thanks be to God! 
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