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Welcome! The gospel for the third Sunday of Easter is always one in which the risen
Christ shares food with the disciples, meals that are the Easter template for the meal we
share each Sunday. In today’s gospel, Jesus both shares the disciples’ food and shows
them the meaning of his suffering, death, and resurrection through the scriptures, the two
main elements of our Sunday worship.

This is a special bulletin for Grace Lutheran Church. This bulletin is designed to be used
at home by anyone who is baptized serving as the Worship Leader. If you use this
bulletin for worship, either by itself or alongside our service on YouTube, please fill out
the Attendance Record Form on our website: GraceCLW.com

ADAPTIVE SERVICE OF THE WORD

GREETING

Worship Leader: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the
communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.
Congregation: And also with you.

PRAYER OF THE DAY

Worship Leader: Holy and righteous God, you are the author of life, and you adopt us to
be your children. Fill us with your words of life, that we may live as witnesses to the
resurrection of your Son, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with

you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.
Congregation: Amen.

FIRST READING Acts 3:12-19

Introduction to the Lesson: After healing a man unable to walk, Peter preaches to the
people, describing how God’s promises to Israel have been fulfilled in Jesus. Through
the proclamation of Christ’s death and resurrection, God is offering them forgiveness

and restoration in Jesus name.

Reader: 12 When Peter saw the people, he said to them, “Fellow Israelites, why are you
surprised at this, and why do you stare at us? Do you think that it was by means of our
own power or godliness that we made this man walk? 13 The God of Abraham, Isaac,
and Jacob, the God of our ancestors, has given divine glory to his Servant Jesus. But you
handed him over to the authorities, and you rejected him in Pilate's presence, even after
Pilate had decided to set him free. 14 He was holy and good, but you rejected him, and
instead you asked Pilate to do you the favor of turning loose a murderer. 15 You killed
the one who leads to life, but God raised him from death—and we are witnesses to
this. 16 It was the power of his name that gave strength to this lame man. What you see
and know was done by faith in his name; it was faith in Jesus that has made him well, as
you can all see.



17 “And now, my friends, I know that what you and your leaders did to Jesus was due to
your ignorance. 18 God announced long ago through all the prophets that his Messiah
had to suffer; and he made it come true in this way. 19 Repent, then, and turn to God, so
that he will forgive your sins.

After the reading...
Reader: The word of the Lord.
Congregation: Thanks be to God.

GOSPEL LESSON Luke 24:36b-48

Introduction to the Gospel: [In this account of an appearance after his resurrection,
Jesus opens the minds of the disciples to understand him as Messiah. Jesus convinces
them that he has been raised and sends them on a mission to proclaim the message of

repentance and forgiveness.

Worship Leader: The Holy Gospel according to Luke in the 24th chapter.
Congregation: Glory to you, O Lord.

Worship Leader: Suddenly the Lord himself stood among them and said to them,
“Peace be with you.”

37 They were terrified, thinking that they were seeing a ghost. 38 But he said to them,
“Why are you alarmed? Why are these doubts coming up in your minds? 39 Look at my
hands and my feet, and see that it is I myself. Feel me, and you will know, for a ghost
doesn't have flesh and bones, as you can see I have.”

40 He said this and showed them his hands and his feet. 41 They still could not believe,
they were so full of joy and wonder; so he asked them, “Do you have anything here to
eat?” 42 They gave him a piece of cooked fish, 43 which he took and ate in their
presence.

44 Then he said to them, “These are the very things I told you about while I was still
with you: everything written about me in the Law of Moses, the writings of the prophets,
and the Psalms had to come true.”

45 Then he opened their minds to understand the Scriptures, 46 and said to them, “This
is what is written: the Messiah must suffer and must rise from death three days
later, 47 and in his name the message about repentance and the forgiveness of sins must
be preached to all nations, beginning in Jerusalem. 48 You are witnesses of these things.

After the reading...
Worship Leader: The gospel of the Lord.
Congregation: Praise to you, O Christ.



GOSPEL MESSAGE—From Sundays and Seasons
We Are Fed

It appears the gospel writers knew that people would question whether Jesus was indeed
fully human. Details such as how he wept at the death of his dear friend Lazarus, lost
patience with those who had turned the temple into a marketplace, and was a bit
annoyed with his mother when she asked him to help out at the wedding in Cana remind
us that Jesus felt many of the things we feel ourselves.

Similarly, in case anyone wondered if Jesus had really risen from the dead, Luke tells us
how, after Jesus appeared to his disciples, he asked for something to eat. This may seem
like a small detail, but there’s no doubt it 1s an important one. After all, only people who
are living and breathing must eat; there is no getting around that physical need.

However, this detail does not remind us only that Jesus really was raised from the dead.
It also brings to mind the many times Jesus gathered around a table with a great variety
of people, feeding them in both body and soul. As we remember each of these
interactions, we are reminded that even though we do not dine with Jesus in the flesh,
today he is still at work to nurture us.

Jesus feeds us through his words of forgiveness, through the love of our family and
friends, and through the blessing of community. Most notably, Jesus feeds us at the
Lord’s supper, where he invites all to taste and see God’s goodness and grace. Through
bread and wine we are fortified with Christ’s body and blood to be witnesses to God’s
love out in the world as we go about our daily work, bless one another with our time and
gifts, and serve our neighbors in need.
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PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION

Worship Leader: Alive in the risen Christ by the power of the Holy Spirit, we bring our
prayers before God who promises to hear us and answer in steadfast love.
Living God, in the midst of Easter joy we are still filled with questions and wondering.

Open our hearts and minds as we encounter the scriptures, so that the church embodies
repentance and forgiveness in the name of Jesus to all nations. Lord, in your mercy,

Congregation: hear our prayer.

Prayer Leader: Loving Parent, you have given us such love that we should be called the
children of God. Reveal yourself to us so that we in this community of faith will become
more and more like you in our mutual love and bold witness. Lord, in your mercy,

Congregation: hear our prayer.

Prayer Leader: Healing God, you hear the cries of those in need and answer them in
their distress. Grant to those who are sick and suffering your compassion and nurse them
back to health and wholeness (especially Marc Calhoun, Linda Almond, Barbara
Haseley, Duke Tieman, Betty Biddle, Cathi Adams, Michael Morales, Wade Buehler,
Gloria Holtzclaw, Betty Daege, Dianne William, Rosemarie & George Smith, Gary
Neal, Karen Bates, Rev. Lydia Villanueva and family, Don Eunis, Lorraine Reinhard,
Bonnie Redler, Kathy Leotta, Brytt Mathis, Joseph Valentin, Rita Burneik, Bobby
Schlegel, Hilda Taylor, George Clark, Jill Grote, Larry Timmons, Carl Stone, Neftali
Garcia & family, Kelly Sullivan, Susan Gunn, Roy Pruitt, Iris Valentin, Deacon Connie
Puls, Joan Keeton, Steve Davis, Rose Marie Piff, Gary Mostrum, Vicki Kennedy, Gail
Elder, Valerie Smutko, Jason Meadows, Missy, Penny, & Henry, Lisa & Ty Hauschild,
Bishop Pedro Suarez, Pastor Courtney Erzkus and family, Ralph Burson, Luanne Sekel,
Lorraine Chavez, Pat Fredell, Sunday and Eric Falco, the family and friends of Harry
Schipper and Bob Powell, and all those suffering from natural disasters [including all



those impacted by COVID-19 and other natural disasters], violence, & terror, and the
family & friends of the 550,000+ people in the US & the 2.8 million+ people worldwide
who have died from COVID-19). Be close to the hearts of the lonely. Lord, in your
mercy,

Congregation: hear our prayer.

Worship Leader: Receive these prayers, O God, and those too deep for words; through
Jesus Christ our Lord.
Congregation: Amen.

OFFERING

Offerings to the mission and ministry of Grace can be made online at GraceCLW.com
(look for the “Donate” button), or (for now) by mailing a check to Grace Lutheran
Church, 1812 N. Highland Ave. Clearwater FL 33755. Thank you for your continued
financial support during these uncertain times. You can fill out your attendance form on
our website as well.

OFFERING PRAYER
Prayer Leader: Blessed are you, O God, maker of all things. Through your goodness you

have blessed us with these gifts: our selves, our time, and our possessions. Use us, and
what we have gathered, in feeding the world with your love, through the one who gave
himself for us, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.

Congregation: Amen.

THANKSGIVING FOR THE WORD

Worship Leader: Let us pray. O God of justice and love, we give thanks to you that you
illumine our way through life with the words of your Son. Give us the light we need,
awaken us to the needs of others, and at the end bring all the world to your feast;
through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, to whom, with you and the Holy Spirit, be
honor and glory forever.

Congregation: Amen.

LORD’S PRAYER

Worship Leader: Lord, remember us in your kingdom and teach us to pray in the
language closest to our hearts.

Congregation: Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom
come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead



us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the
power, and the glory, forever and ever. Amen.

BLESSING
Worship Leader: The Lord bless you and keep you. The Lord’s face shine on you with

grace and mercy. The Lord look upon you with favor and + give you peace .

Congregation: Amen.

SENDING SONG The Doxology
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Text: Thomas Ken, 1637-1711
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DISMISSAL

Pastor: Together we have heard God’s Word and joined in prayer, we have given and
have been forgiven. Now our service of worship has ended, and our service to the world
begins! Go in peace. Be the light of Christ.

Congregation: Thanks be to God!
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