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Welcome! This week, the center of the church’s year, is one of striking contrasts: Jesus 

rides into Jerusalem surrounded by shouts of glory, only to be left alone to die on the 

cross, abandoned by even his closest friends. Mark’s gospel presents Jesus in his 

complete human vulnerability: agitated, grieved, scared, forsaken. Though we lament 

Christ’s suffering and all human suffering, we also expect God’s salvation: in the wine 

and bread, Jesus promises that his death will mark a new covenant with all people. We 

enter this holy week thirsty for the completion of God’s astonishing work. 

This is a special bulletin for Grace Lutheran Church. This bulletin is designed to be used 

at home by anyone who is baptized serving as the Worship Leader. If you use this 

bulletin for worship, either by itself or alongside our service on YouTube, please fill out 

the Attendance Record Form on our website: GraceCLW.com 

 

ADAPTIVE SERVICE OF THE WORD  
 

GREETING  

Worship Leader: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the 
communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 
Congregation: And also with you. 
 

PRAYER OF THE DAY 

Worship Leader: We praise you, O God, for redeeming the world through our Savior 
Jesus Christ. Today he entered the holy city in triumph and was proclaimed messiah and 
king by those who spread garments and branches along his way. Bless these branches 
and those who carry them. Grant us grace to follow our Lord in the way of the cross, so 
that, joined to his death and resurrection, we enter into life with you; through the same 
Jesus Christ, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and 
forever. 
Congregation: Amen. 
 

FIRST READING   Philippians 2:5-11  

Introduction to the Lesson: Christ did not act to attain status and glory but was obedient 
to God even to the point of death. Following Christ’s example, we do not seek personal 

status or glory but care for others as God cared for us in Christ’s death. 

Reader: 5 The attitude you should have is the one that Christ Jesus had: 

6 He always had the nature of God, 

    but he did not think that by force he should try to remain[b] equal with God. 

7 Instead of this, of his own free will he gave up all he had, 

    and took the nature of a servant. 

He became like a human being 

    and appeared in human likeness. 

8 He was humble and walked the path of obedience all the way to death— 



    his death on the cross. 

9 For this reason God raised him to the highest place above 

    and gave him the name that is greater than any other name. 

10 And so, in honor of the name of Jesus 

    all beings in heaven, on earth, and in the world below 

    will fall on their knees, 

11 and all will openly proclaim that Jesus Christ is Lord, 

    to the glory of God the Father. 

 

After the reading... 

Reader: The word of the Lord.   

Congregation: Thanks be to God. 
 

GOSPEL LESSON    Mark 11:1-11  

Introduction to the Gospel:  Jesus enters Jerusalem as the king promised in prophesy 
and is hailed by the crowds. Within days the shouts of praise would turn to shouts of 
rejection and condemnation. 

 

Worship Leader:  The Holy Gospel according to Mark in the 11th chapter.  

Congregation: Glory to you, O Lord. 
 

Worship Leader:  As they approached Jerusalem, near the towns of Bethphage and 

Bethany, they came to the Mount of Olives. Jesus sent two of his disciples on 

ahead 2 with these instructions: “Go to the village there ahead of you. As soon as you 

get there, you will find a colt tied up that has never been ridden. Untie it and bring it 

here. 3 And if someone asks you why you are doing that, say that the Master needs it 

and will send it back at once.” 

4 So they went and found a colt out in the street, tied to the door of a house. As they 

were untying it, 5 some of the bystanders asked them, “What are you doing, untying that 

colt?” 

6 They answered just as Jesus had told them, and the crowd let them go. 7 They brought 

the colt to Jesus, threw their cloaks over the animal, and Jesus got on. 8 Many people 

spread their cloaks on the road, while others cut branches in the field and spread them on 

the road. 9 The people who were in front and those who followed behind began to shout, 

“Praise God! God bless him who comes in the name of the Lord! 10 God bless the 

coming kingdom of King David, our father! Praise be to God!” 

11 Jesus entered Jerusalem, went into the Temple, and looked around at everything. But 

since it was already late in the day, he went out to Bethany with the twelve disciples. 

 



After the reading... 

Worship Leader: The gospel of the Lord.   

Congregation: Praise to you, O Christ. 
 

GOSPEL MESSAGE—From Sundays and Seasons 

Blessing of the Palms 

Congregations across the world were asked to refrain from worshiping in person during 
the early months of the COVID-19 pandemic in 2020 to stem the spread of the deadly 
virus. For many, the loss was felt most sharply on Palm Sunday just as Holy Week 
services were scheduled to begin. 

One congregation in Central Washington State worshiped in their homes that morning 
via conference call. They hadn’t been able to distribute palms to one another, so 
pretending to wave imaginary branches in their own homes felt inauthentic and strange. 
Absent their usual practices, the pastor of the little church composed a non-traditional 
“Blessing of the Palms” for worship as they gathered in the safety of their homes. 
Instead of blessing palm branches on that Palm Sunday morning, the assembly was 
invited to bless the palms of their own outstretched hands. 

The word hosanna, shouted by those witnessing Jesus’ entry into Jerusalem in Mark’s 
gospel, can be translated, “Help, please, now!” With this very word on our lips, today 
we are invited to lay down more than coats and leafy branches at the foot of Jesus. We 
are invited to lay down our very own palms just as they are. 

Imagine today that the palms laid out at the feet of Jesus today are the very palms of 
hands we meet every day in our own community and in the world. Some of these will be 
cracked, old, and tired with work; others will be sweating and nervous with worry; still 
others might be hopeful and open, excited or twitching with anticipation. Today we are 
invited to lay every one of those things that excite, demand, and trouble us at the foot of 
Jesus with a word of “Hosanna!” on our lips. 
 

SERMON             
 

HYMN OF THE DAY             All Glory, Laud, and Honor  vs. 1 & 2 



 

 

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 

Worship Leader: Guided by Christ made known to the nations, let us offer our prayers 
for the church, the world, and all people in need. 
 

Prayer Leader: In Jesus you came among us as a suffering servant. Give your church 

humility. Redeem your people from pride and the certainty that we always know your 

will. Heal us and empower us to confess Christ crucified.  Lord, in your mercy, 

Congregation: hear our prayer. 

Prayer Leader: Jesus was handed over to the powers of this world. In all nations, instruct 

the powerful, that they would not exploit their power but maintain justice. Sustain 

soldiers, and guide those who command them, that they serve those in greatest need.  

Lord, in your mercy, 

Congregation: hear our prayer. 

Prayer Leader: On the cross Jesus joined all who feel forsaken. Abide with those who 

are condemned to death. Defend those who are falsely accused. Console and strengthen 

those who are mocked or bullied. Accompany all who suffer (especially Marc Calhoun, 

Linda Almond, Barbara Haseley, Duke Tieman, Betty Biddle, Cathi Adams, Michael 

Morales, Wade Buehler, Gloria Holtzclaw, Betty Daege, Dianne William, Rosemarie & 

George Smith, Gary Neal, Karen Bates, Rev. Lydia Villanueva and family, Don Eunis, 



Lorraine Reinhard, Bonnie Redler, Kathy Leotta, Brytt Mathis, Joseph Valentin, Rita 

Burneik, Bobby Schlegel, Hilda Taylor, George Clark, Jill Grote, Larry Timmons, Carl 

Stone, Neftali Garcia & family, Kelly Sullivan, Susan Gunn, Roy Pruitt, Iris Valentin, 

Deacon Connie Puls, Joan Keeton, Steve Davis, Rose Marie Piff, Gary Mostrum, Vicki 

Kennedy, Gail Elder, Valerie Smutko, Jason Meadows, Missy, Penny, & Henry, Lisa & 

Ty Hauschild, Bishop Pedro Suarez, Pastor Courtney Erzkus and family, Ralph Burson, 

Luanne Sekel, Lorraine Chavez, Pat Fredell, Sunday and Eric Falco, the family and 

friends of Harry Schipper and Bob Powell, and all those suffering from natural disasters 

[including all those impacted by COVID-19 and other natural disasters], violence, & 

terror, and the family & friends of the 541,000+ people in the US & the 2.7 million+ 

people worldwide who have died from COVID-19). Lord, in your mercy, 

Congregation: hear our prayer. 
 

Worship Leader: Receive these prayers, O God, and those too deep for words; through 

Jesus Christ our Lord. 

Congregation: Amen. 

 

OFFERING 

Offerings to the mission and ministry of Grace can be made online at GraceCLW.com 

(look for the “Donate” button), or (for now) by mailing a check to Grace Lutheran 

Church, 1812 N. Highland Ave. Clearwater FL 33755. Thank you for your continued 

financial support during these uncertain times. You can fill out your attendance form on 

our website as well. 

OFFERING PRAYER   
Prayer Leader: Blessed are you, O God, maker of all things. Through your goodness you 

have blessed us with these gifts: our selves, our time, and our possessions. Use us, and 

what we have gathered, in feeding the world with your love, through the one who gave 

himself for us, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.  

Congregation: Amen.  

 

THANKSGIVING FOR THE WORD  

Worship Leader: Let us pray. O God of justice and love, we give thanks to you that you 
illumine our way through life with the words of your Son. Give us the light we need, 
awaken us to the needs of others, and at the end bring all the world to your feast; 
through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, to whom, with you and the Holy Spirit, be 
honor and glory forever. 

Congregation: Amen. 

 

 



LORD’S PRAYER   

Worship Leader: Lord, remember us in your kingdom and teach us to pray in the 

language closest to our hearts. 

Congregation: Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom 

come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; 

and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead 

us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the 

power, and the glory, forever and ever. Amen. 
 

BLESSING   

Worship Leader: The Lord bless you and keep you. The Lord’s face shine on you with 

grace and mercy. The Lord look upon you with favor and ☩  give you peace . 

Congregation: Amen. 
 

SENDING SONG                   The Doxology      

 

DISMISSAL 

Pastor: Together we have heard God’s Word and joined in prayer, we have given and 
have been forgiven. Now our service of worship has ended, and our service to the world 
begins! Go in peace. Share the Good News.  
Congregation: Thanks be to God! 
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