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Welcome! Fifty days after Easter, we celebrate the outpouring of the Holy Spirit on 

Pentecost. Crossing all boundaries that would separate us, the Spirit brings the wideness 

of God’s mercy to places we least expect it—to a crowd of strangers of different lands 

and tongues, to dry bones, to our weak hearts. Jesus promises his disciples that they will 

be accompanied by the Holy Spirit, and that this Spirit reveals the truth. We celebrate 

that we too have been visited with this same Spirit. Guided by the truth, we join together 

in worship, and then disperse to share the fullness of Christ’s love with the world! 

This is a special bulletin for Grace Lutheran Church. This bulletin is designed to be used 

at home by anyone who is baptized serving as the Worship Leader. If you use this 

bulletin for worship, either by itself or alongside our service on YouTube, please fill out 

the Attendance Record Form on our website: GraceCLW.com 

 

ADAPTIVE SERVICE OF THE WORD  
 

GREETING  

Worship Leader: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the 
communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 
Congregation: And also with you. 
 

PRAYER OF THE DAY 

Worship Leader: Mighty God, you breathe life into our bones, and your Spirit brings 
truth to the world. Send us this Spirit, transform us by your truth, and give us language 
to proclaim your gospel, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns 
with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 
Congregation: Amen. 
 

FIRST READING   Acts 2:1-21  

Introduction to the lesson: Originally Pentecost was a Jewish thanksgiving-type festival 
celebrated seven weeks after Passover. On this particular Pentecost, however, the Holy 
Spirit is poured out upon the entire community of believers just as Jesus had promised 
and the scriptures had prophesied. Empowered by the Spirit, the entire community bears 
witness to God’s activity in multiple languages.  

Reader: When the day of Pentecost came, all the believers were gathered together in one 
place. 2 Suddenly there was a noise from the sky which sounded like a strong wind 
blowing, and it filled the whole house where they were sitting. 3 Then they saw what 
looked like tongues of fire which spread out and touched each person there. 4 They were 
all filled with the Holy Spirit and began to talk in other languages, as the Spirit enabled 
them to speak. 

5 There were Jews living in Jerusalem, religious people who had come from every 
country in the world. 6 When they heard this noise, a large crowd gathered. They were 
all excited, because all of them heard the believers talking in their own languages. 7 In 
amazement and wonder they exclaimed, “These people who are talking like this are 



Galileans! 8 How is it, then, that all of us hear them speaking in our own native 
languages? 9 We are from Parthia, Media, and Elam; from Mesopotamia, Judea, and 
Cappadocia; from Pontus and Asia, 10 from Phrygia and Pamphylia, from Egypt and the 
regions of Libya near Cyrene. Some of us are from Rome, 11 both Jews and Gentiles 
converted to Judaism, and some of us are from Crete and Arabia—yet all of us hear 
them speaking in our own languages about the great things that God has 
done!” 12 Amazed and confused, they kept asking each other, “What does this mean?” 

13 But others made fun of the believers, saying, “These people are drunk!” 

14 Then Peter stood up with the other eleven apostles and in a loud voice began to speak 
to the crowd: “Fellow Jews and all of you who live in Jerusalem, listen to me and let me 
tell you what this means. 15 These people are not drunk, as you suppose; it is only nine 
o'clock in the morning. 16 Instead, this is what the prophet Joel spoke about: 

17 ‘This is what I will do in the last days, God says: 

    I will pour out my Spirit on everyone. 

Your sons and daughters will proclaim my message; 

    your young men will see visions, 

    and your old men will have dreams. 

18 Yes, even on my servants, both men and women, 

    I will pour out my Spirit in those days, 

    and they will proclaim my message. 

19 I will perform miracles in the sky above 

    and wonders on the earth below. 

There will be blood, fire, and thick smoke; 

20     the sun will be darkened, 

    and the moon will turn red as blood, 

    before the great and glorious Day of the Lord comes. 

21 And then, whoever calls out to the Lord for help will be saved.’ 

 

.After the reading... 

Reader: The word of the Lord.   

Congregation: Thanks be to God. 
 

GOSPEL LESSON    John 15:26-27; 16:4b-15  

Introduction to the Gospel:  While speaking to his disciples before his death, Jesus refers 
to the Holy Spirit as “the Helper” and describes the difference the Spirit will make in 

their lives and in the world. 

Worship Leader:  The Holy Gospel according to John in the 15th and 16th chapters.  

Congregation: Glory to you, O Lord. 
 



Worship Leader:   26 “The Helper will come—the Spirit, who reveals the truth about 

God and who comes from the Father. I will send him to you from the Father, and he will 

speak about me. 27 And you, too, will speak about me, because you have been with me 

from the very beginning.  

4b “I did not tell you these things at the beginning, for I was with you. 5 But now I am 

going to him who sent me, yet none of you asks me where I am going. 6 And now that I 

have told you, your hearts are full of sadness. 7 But I am telling you the truth: it is better 

for you that I go away, because if I do not go, the Helper will not come to you. But if I 

do go away, then I will send him to you. 8 And when he comes, he will prove to the 

people of the world that they are wrong about sin and about what is right and about 

God's judgment. 9 They are wrong about sin, because they do not believe in me; 10 they 

are wrong about what is right, because I am going to the Father and you will not see me 

any more; 11 and they are wrong about judgment, because the ruler of this world has 

already been judged. 

12 “I have much more to tell you, but now it would be too much for you to 

bear. 13 When, however, the Spirit comes, who reveals the truth about God, he will lead 

you into all the truth. He will not speak on his own authority, but he will speak of what 

he hears and will tell you of things to come. 14 He will give me glory, because he will 

take what I say and tell it to you. 15 All that my Father has is mine; that is why I said 

that the Spirit will take what I give him and tell it to you. 

Sadness and Gladness 

16 “In a little while you will not see me any more, and then a little while later you will 

see me.” 
 

After the reading... 

Worship Leader: The gospel of the Lord.   

Congregation: Praise to you, O Christ. 

 

GOSPEL MESSAGE—From Sundays and Seasons 

This Changes Everything 

On Pentecost, we celebrate the fulfillment of Jesus’ promise to send the Holy Spirit to 
dwell in us and guide us, bringing understanding and unity. However, for those present 
for the events described in the reading from Acts, in which the Holy Spirit descended 
and rested upon them, celebration wasn’t exactly what those gathered were thinking 
about. Terror might be a more appropriate word. Shock, perhaps. Mystery. It felt like 
anything but a celebration; it was disruptive and frightening! After such an experience, 
your life is changed forever. Once you have lived through something so monumental, 
you are never the same. 



And that is the point. That is why we celebrate. Because on this day, the church was 
born. On this day the apostles—students of an itinerant rabbi who had taught his 
followers for only a few years—were filled with the Holy Spirit, turned upside down 
and inside out, changed utterly. On this day, not only the apostles but also three thousand 
others (Acts 2:41) were filled with the Spirit that transforms us and enables us to see 
others as our siblings in Christ. Often, the aftermath of crisis makes strangers into 
friends. 

Several thousand people who had been turned inward, thinking of themselves, their 
needs, and their concerns, were made a community, turned outward, thinking of their 
relationships, their neighbors, and the needs and concerns of others. “When the Spirit of 
truth comes,” Jesus had said, “he will guide you into all the truth” (John 16:13). The 
Holy Spirit, blowing through a diverse group, signals a formation of community, a 
binding together to make a new way of living. And this is what God showed the 
apostles, the others gathered in that room, and the several thousand who were baptized: 
when the Holy Spirit blows into your life, nothing is ever the same. And that’s a cause 
for celebration. 
 

SERMON             
 

HYMN OF THE DAY             Lord, Listen to Your Children Praying        

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 

Worship Leader: Alive in the risen Christ by the power of the Holy Spirit, we bring our 
prayers before God who promises to hear us and answer in steadfast love. 
 

Prayer Leader: Gracious God, you give the Holy Spirit to your church, filling it with 

many and varied gifts. In the church throughout the world, strengthen us in our visioning 

and dreaming, that it may discover anew the Spirit’s creative work.  Lord, in your 

mercy, 

Congregation: hear our prayer. 



Prayer Leader: God of love, fill this congregation with gratitude for the gifts we have 

received from you. Renew our ministries, heal our divisions, and open us to the needs of 

our neighbors.  Lord, in your mercy, 

Congregation: hear our prayer. 
 

Prayer Leader: God of faithfulness, you tend to the needs of your people, even the sighs 

of our hearts. Hear those who cry out to you in distress. Restore to wholeness all who 

are in any need this day (especially Marc Calhoun, Linda Almond, Barbara Haseley, 

Duke Tieman, Betty Biddle, Cathi Adams, Michael Morales, Wade Buehler, Gloria 

Holtzclaw, Betty Daege, Dianne William, Rosemarie & George Smith, Gary Neal, Karen 

Bates, Rev. Lydia Villanueva and family, Don Eunis, Lorraine Reinhard, Bonnie Redler, 

Kathy Leotta, Brytt Mathis, Joseph Valentin, Rita Burneik, Bobby Schlegel, Hilda 

Taylor, George Clark, Jill Grote, Larry Timmons, Carl Stone, Neftali Garcia & family, 

Susan Gunn, Roy Pruitt, Iris Valentin, Deacon Connie Puls, Joan Keeton, Steve Davis, 

Rose Marie Piff, Gary Mostrum, Vicki Kennedy, Gail Elder, Jason Meadows, Lisa & Ty 

Hauschild, Bishop Pedro Suarez, Pastor Courtney Erzkus and family, Ralph Burson, 

Ellen Duncan, Luanne Sekel, Lorraine Chavez, Pat Fredell, Skylar Favos, Audrey 

Fisher, April and David, the family and friends of Kelly Sullivan and Candy McDaniel, 

and all those suffering from violence, terror, and natural disasters (including all those 

impacted by COVID-19, including the family & friends of the 588,000+ people in the 

US & the 3.4 million+ people worldwide who have died from it). Give them tangible 

signs of your steadfast love. Lord, in your mercy, 

Congregation: hear our prayer. 
 

Worship Leader: Receive these prayers, O God, and those too deep for words; through 

Jesus Christ our Lord. 

Congregation: Amen. 

OFFERING 

Offerings to the mission and ministry of Grace can be made online at GraceCLW.com 

(look for the “Donate” button), or (for now) by mailing a check to Grace Lutheran 

Church, 1812 N. Highland Ave. Clearwater FL 33755. Thank you for your continued 

financial support during these uncertain times. You can fill out your attendance form on 

our website as well. 

OFFERING PRAYER   
Prayer Leader: Blessed are you, O God, maker of all things. Through your goodness you 

have blessed us with these gifts: our selves, our time, and our possessions. Use us, and 

what we have gathered, in feeding the world with your love, through the one who gave 

himself for us, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.  

Congregation: Amen.  



THANKSGIVING FOR THE WORD  

Worship Leader: Let us pray. O God of justice and love, we give thanks to you that you 
illumine our way through life with the words of your Son. Give us the light we need, 
awaken us to the needs of others, and at the end bring all the world to your feast; 
through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, to whom, with you and the Holy Spirit, be 
honor and glory forever. 

Congregation: Amen. 

 

LORD’S PRAYER   

Worship Leader: Lord, remember us in your kingdom and teach us to pray in the 

language closest to our hearts. 

Congregation: Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom 

come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; 

and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead 

us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the 

power, and the glory, forever and ever. Amen. 
 

BLESSING   

Worship Leader: The Lord bless you and keep you. The Lord’s face shine on you with 

grace and mercy. The Lord look upon you with favor and ☩ give you peace. 

Congregation: Amen. 

 

SENDING SONG                   The Doxology      



DISMISSAL 

Pastor: Together we have heard God’s Word and joined in prayer, we have given and 
have been forgiven. Now our service of worship has ended, and our service to the world 
begins! Go in peace. Share the Good News.  
Congregation: Thanks be to God! 
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