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Welcome! In Isaiah the people are advised to look to their spiritual ancestors as the rock
from which they were hewn. Jesus declares that the church will be built on the rock of
Peter’s bold confession of faith. God’s word of reconciliation and God’s mercy are keys
to the church’s mission. Paul urges us to not be conformed to this world but to offer our
bodies as a living sacrifice, using our individual gifts to build up the body of Christ .

This is a special bulletin for Grace Lutheran Church. This bulletin is designed to be used
at home by anyone who is baptized serving as the Worship Leader. If you use this
bulletin for worship, either by itself or alongside our service on YouTube, please fill out
the Attendance Record Form on our website: GraceCLW.com

ADAPTIVE SERVICE OF THE WORD

GREETING

Worship Leader: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the
communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.
Congregation: And also with you.

PRAYER OF THE DAY

Worship Leader: O God, with all your faithful followers of every age, we praise you, the
rock of our life. Be our strong foundation and form us into the body of your Son, that we

may gladly minister to all the world, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.
Congregation: Amen.

FIRST READING Romans 12:1-8

Introduction to the Lesson: In response to God’s merciful activity, we are to worship by
living holistic, God-pleasing lives. Our values and viewpoints are not molded by the
time in which we live but are transformed by the Spirit’s renewing work. God’s grace

empowers different forms of service among Christians, but all forms of ministry function
to build up the body of Christ.

Reader: So then, my friends, because of God's great mercy to us I appeal to you: Offer
yourselves as a living sacrifice to God, dedicated to his service and pleasing to him. This
is the true worship that you should offer. 2 Do not conform yourselves to the standards
of this world, but let God transform you inwardly by a complete change of your mind.
Then you will be able to know the will of God—what is good and is pleasing to him and
is perfect.

3 And because of God's gracious gift to me I say to every one of you: Do not think of
yourself more highly than you should. Instead, be modest in your thinking, and judge
yourself according to the amount of faith that God has given you. 4 We have many parts
in the one body, and all these parts have different functions. 5 In the same way, though



we are many, we are one body in union with Christ, and we are all joined to each other
as different parts of one body. 6 So we are to use our different gifts in accordance with
the grace that God has given us. If our gift is to speak God's message, we should do it
according to the faith that we have; 7 if it is to serve, we should serve; if it is to teach,
we should teach; 8 if it is to encourage others, we should do so. Whoever shares with
others should do it generously; whoever has authority should work hard; whoever shows
kindness to others should do it cheerfully.

After the reading...
Reader: The word of the Lord.
Congregation: Thanks be to God.

GOSPEL LESSON Matthew 16:13-20

Introduction to the Gospel: At a climactic point in Jesus  ministry, God reveals to Peter
that Jesus is “the Messiah, the Son of the living God,” and Jesus responds with the

promise of a church that will overcome the very gates of Hades.

Worship Leader: The Holy Gospel according to Matthew in the 16th chapter.
Congregation: Glory to you, O Lord.

Worship Leader: 13 Jesus went to the territory near the town of Caesarea Philippi, where
he asked his disciples, “Who do people say the Son of Man 1s?”

14 “Some say John the Baptist,” they answered. “Others say Elijah, while others say
Jeremiah or some other prophet.”

15 “What about you?” he asked them. “Who do you say [ am?”

16 Simon Peter answered, ““You are the Messiah, the Son of the living God.”

17 “Good for you, Simon son of John!” answered Jesus. “For this truth did not come to
you from any human being, but it was given to you directly by my Father in
heaven. 18 And so I tell you, Peter: you are a rock, and on this rock foundation I will
build my church, and not even death will ever be able to overcome it. 19 I will give you
the keys of the Kingdom of heaven; what you prohibit on earth will be prohibited in
heaven, and what you permit on earth will be permitted in heaven.”

20 Then Jesus ordered his disciples not to tell anyone that he was the Messiah.

After the reading...
Worship Leader: The gospel of the Lord.
Congregation: Praise to you, O Christ.



GOSPEL MESSAGE—From Sundays and Seasons
Who Is Jesus?

“Who do you say that [ am?” (Matt. 16:15). When Jesus asks us this question, how do
we reply? Do we respond with Peter, proclaiming that Jesus is “the Messiah, the Son of
the living God” (Matt. 16:16)? We may respond in that way when we feel we have more
faith than doubt. However, we don’t always feel so bold. Sometimes we might not have
a clear answer when our Lord asks, “Who do you say that [ am?”

Our worship here today is one of the ways we learn about what Jesus does so that we
might proclaim who Jesus is.

Jesus . ..

... meets us in the assembly gathered for worship and calls us to be united in his love.
... meets us in baptismal waters, drowning our sin and making us new.

.. . invites us to tell the truth about the ways we have sinned against God and each other.
.. . responds to our confession with full and immediate pardon.

.. . 1s the saving, calling, redeeming Word, coming to us in scripture reading, preaching,
and song.

.. . Invites us to share what God has given us, calling us to offer our resources of money
and time so that the church’s mission of genuine love may be extended.

.. . feeds us with his own body. As we take Jesus into our bodies in the form of bread
and wine, we become what we receive: the body of Christ.

... blesses us, gives us his peace, and grants us courage to answer his question: “Who
do you say that [ am?”

Having experienced Jesus in our worship, may we be so bold as to reply: “You are the
Christ, the Son of the living God!”

SERMON

HYMN OF THE DAY Take My Life, That I May Be vs. 1-3
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I Take my life. that I may be con-se-crat-ed. Lord, to thee;
2 Take my hands and let them move at the im-pulse of thy love;
3 Takc my voice and let me sing  al-ways,on - ly. for my King:
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takc my mo-ments and my days; let them flow in ccasc-less praisc.
takc my fect and lct them be swift and becau - 1 - ful for thec.
take my lips and let them be filled with mes - sag - es from thee.

Text: Frances R. [Tavergal, 1836-187%, alt.
Music: Parmos, William H. Havergal. 1793-187{)

Duplication in any form prohibited without permission or valid license {rom copyright adminisrator.



PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION

Worship Leader: Called into unity with one another and the whole creation, let us pray
for our shared world.

Prayer Leader: Lord our rock, you are our foundation in Jesus Christ, your Son, whom
we confess as the living God. Prepare your church for its mission in bearing witness to
Christ, both here at home and throughout the world. Lord, in your mercy,

Congregation: hear our prayer.

Prayer Leader: Though we walk in the midst of trouble, you preserve us, deliver us, and
fulfill your purpose for us. According to your steadfast love, grant healing and
wholeness to those who are bereaved, in trouble or adversity, or sick and in need of care
(especially Marc Calhoun, Linda Almond, Barbara Haseley, Duke Tieman, Betty Biddle,
Cathi Adams, Michael Morales, Wade Buehler, Gloria Holtzclaw, Betty Daege, Dianne
William, Rosemarie & George Smith, Gary Neal, Karen Bates, Rev. Lydia Villanueva
and family, Don Eunis, Lorraine Reinhard, Bonnie Redler, Kathy Leotta, Brytt Mathis,
Joseph Valentin, Rita Burneik, Bobby Schlegel, Hilda Taylor, George Clark, Jill Grote,
Larry Timmons, Carl Stone, Neftali Garcia and family, Kelly Sullivan, Susan Gunn, Roy
Pruitt, Iris Valentin, Deacon Connie Puls, Joan Keeton, Steve Davis, Rose Marie Piff,
Gary Mostrum, Vicki Kennedy, Gail Elder, Valerie Smutko, Jason Meadows, Missy,
Penny, & Henry, Lisa and Ty Hauschild, Rob Rodriguez and family, Marcus de Souza
Lima, Maria de Nazare & Michele Rios, Ana Agramonte, those suffering from natural
disasters (including COVID-19, Hurricane Isaias, and the flooding across the United
States), violence, & terror, and the family and friends of the over 140,000 people in the
United States & the 500,000 people worldwide who have died from COVID-19
including Anka Pink’s grandmother. Lord, in your mercy,

Congregation: hear our prayer.
BLESSING OF TEACHERS, STUDENTS, AND SCHOOLS

Prayer Leader: God of wisdom, your Son came among us as a teacher. Send your
blessing on all who are engaged in the work of education, especially Melanie Wyatt,
Meg Magee, and Jenny Cox, and the teachers of Sandy Lane Elementary School, King’s
Highway Elementary School, and Calvin A. Hunsinger School: give them clearness of
vision and freshness of thought, and enable them so to train the hearts and minds of their
students that they may grow in wisdom and be prepared to face the challenges of life.
We give you thanks for the spiritual gift of teaching. Lord, in your mercy,

Congregation: hear our prayer.



Prayer Leader: O God, source of all goodness: we give you thanks for the gift of reason
and the opportunity for education. Bless our schools and those that staff them, that they
may be places of learning and safety where teachers challenge the minds and nurture the
hearts of students. Help their administrators create a learning environment in which
teachers and students may work together in mutual respect and find joy in the challenges
of academic life, especially during this challenging time of pandemic. Lord, in your
mercy,

Congregation: hear our prayer.

Prayer Leader: O God, source of knowledge, watch over the students of this
congregation, and all students everywhere, during their days of learning. Open their
minds to the new insights, skills, and talents with which they will be presented. Above
all, protect them and keep them safe, including from anyone who would try to take from
them their confidence in their status as a child of God, and from all illnesses but
especially from COVID-19. Lord, in your mercy,

Congregation: hear our prayer.

Worship Leader: Receive these prayers, O God, and those too deep for words; through
Jesus Christ our Lord.
Congregation: Amen.

OFFERING

Offerings to the mission and ministry of Grace can be made online at GraceCLW.com
(look for the “Donate’ button), or (for now) by mailing a check to Grace Lutheran
Church, 1812 N. Highland Ave. Clearwater FL 33755. Thank you for your continued
financial support during these uncertain times. You can fill out your attendance form on
our website as well.

OFFERING PRAYER
Prayer Leader: Blessed are you, O God, maker of all things. Through your goodness you

have blessed us with these gifts: our selves, our time, and our possessions. Use us, and
what we have gathered, in feeding the world with your love, through the one who gave
himself for us, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.

Congregation: Amen.

LORD’S PRAYER
Worship Leader: Lord, remember us in your kingdom and teach us to pray in the
language closest to our hearts.



Congregation: Qur Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom
come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead
us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the
power, and the glory, forever and ever. Amen.

THANKSGIVING FOR THE WORD

Worship Leader: Let us pray. O God of justice and love, we give thanks to you that you
illumine our way through life with the words of your Son. Give us the light we need,
awaken us to the needs of others, and at the end bring all the world to your feast;
through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, to whom, with you and the Holy Spirit, be
honor and glory forever.

Congregation: Amen.

BLESSING
Worship Leader: The Lord bless you and keep you. The Lord’s face shine on you with
grace and mercy. The Lord look upon you with favor and + give you peace .

Congregation: Amen.

SENDING SONG Doxology
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heav'n - ly host;  praise  Fa - ther, Son, and Ho - ly  Ghost

Text: Thomas Ken, 1637-1711
bMusic: OLD HUNDREDTH, Louis Bourgeuois, 1310-1561



DISMISSAL

Pastor: Together we have heard God’s Word and joined in prayer, we have given and
have been forgiven. Now our service of worship has ended, and our service to the world
begins! Go in peace. Christ is with you.

Congregation: Thanks be to God!
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