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Welcome! The prophet Jeremiah speaks of the incurable wound of his suffering yet finds 

in God’s words the delight of his heart. When Peter doesn’t grasp Jesus’ words about 

suffering, Jesus tells the disciples they will find their lives in losing them. Such 

sacrificial love is described by Paul when he urges us to associate with the lowly and not 

repay evil with evil. In worship we gather as a community that we might offer ourselves 

for the sake of our suffering world. 

This is a special bulletin for Grace Lutheran Church. This bulletin is designed to be used 

at home by anyone who is baptized serving as the Worship Leader. If you use this 

bulletin for worship, either by itself or alongside our service on YouTube, please fill out 

the Attendance Record Form on our website: GraceCLW.com 

 

ADAPTIVE SERVICE OF THE WORD  
 

GREETING  

Worship Leader: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the 
communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 
Congregation: And also with you. 
 

PRAYER OF THE DAY 

Worship Leader: O God, we thank you for your Son, who chose the path of suffering for 
the sake of the world. Humble us by his example, point us to the path of obedience, and 

give us strength to follow your commands, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 
Congregation: Amen. 
 

FIRST READING   Romans 12:9-21  

Introduction to the Lesson: Paul presents benchmarks for faithful relationships with 
Christians and non-Christians. Love is the unflagging standard of our behavior. When 
we encounter evil, we do not resort to its tactics but seek to overcome it with good. 
While Christians cannot control the actions and attitudes of others, we seek to live at 
peace with all people. 
 

Reader: 9 Love must be completely sincere. Hate what is evil, hold on to what is 

good. 10 Love one another warmly as Christians, and be eager to show respect for one 

another. 11 Work hard and do not be lazy. Serve the Lord with a heart full of 

devotion. 12 Let your hope keep you joyful, be patient in your troubles, and pray at all 

times. 13 Share your belongings with your needy fellow Christians, and open your 

homes to strangers. 

14 Ask God to bless those who persecute you—yes, ask him to bless, not to curse. 15 Be 

happy with those who are happy, weep with those who weep. 16 Have the same concern 



for everyone. Do not be proud, but accept humble duties.[a] Do not think of yourselves 

as wise. 

17 If someone has done you wrong, do not repay him with a wrong. Try to do what 

everyone considers to be good. 18 Do everything possible on your part to live in peace 

with everybody. 19 Never take revenge, my friends, but instead let God's anger do it. For 

the scripture says, “I will take revenge, I will pay back, says the Lord.” 20 Instead, as 

the scripture says: “If your enemies are hungry, feed them; if they are thirsty, give them 

a drink; for by doing this you will make them burn with shame.” 21 Do not let evil 

defeat you; instead, conquer evil with good. 

 

After the reading... 

Reader: The word of the Lord.   

Congregation: Thanks be to God. 
 

GOSPEL LESSON    Matthew 16:21-28         

Introduction to the Gospel:  After Peter confesses that Jesus is “the Messiah, the Son of 
the living God” (16:16), Jesus reveals the ultimate purpose of his ministry. These words 
prove hard to accept, even for a disciple whom Jesus has called a “rock.” 

Worship Leader:  The Holy Gospel according to Matthew in the 16th chapter.  

Congregation: Glory to you, O Lord. 
 

Worship Leader: 21 From that time on Jesus began to say plainly to his disciples, “I 

must go to Jerusalem and suffer much from the elders, the chief priests, and the teachers 

of the Law. I will be put to death, but three days later I will be raised to life.” 

22 Peter took him aside and began to rebuke him. “God forbid it, Lord!” he said. “That 

must never happen to you!” 

23 Jesus turned around and said to Peter, “Get away from me, Satan! You are an obstacle 

in my way, because these thoughts of yours don't come from God, but from human 

nature.” 

24 Then Jesus said to his disciples, “If any of you want to come with me, you must 

forget yourself, carry your cross, and follow me. 25 For if you want to save your own 

life, you will lose it; but if you lose your life for my sake, you will find it. 26 Will you 

gain anything if you win the whole world but lose your life? Of course not! There is 

nothing you can give to regain your life. 27 For the Son of Man is about to come in the 

glory of his Father with his angels, and then he will reward each one according to his 

deeds. 28 I assure you that there are some here who will not die until they have seen the 

Son of Man come as King.” 

 

 



After the reading... 

Worship Leader: The gospel of the Lord.   

Congregation: Praise to you, O Christ. 
 

GOSPEL MESSAGE—From Sundays and Seasons 

Lost and Found 

In an age when self-actualization and “finding oneself” are high cultural values, it can be 
easy to see these tasks as a steady trajectory toward a fixed end, one that we can control. 

Jesus says, on the other hand, that in order to find our life—our identity—we must seek 
to lose it. We are to identify with Jesus so completely that he becomes our identity. And 
here’s the ace-in-the-hole, the part that even our therapists and life coaches can accept: 
It’s not that we identify with Jesus in order to forget who we are—to forget the 
childhood that wasn’t perfect, the mistakes we made as teenagers, and the people we’ve 
hurt along the way. We identify with Jesus in order to remember who we are—children 
of God who are created by God. 

So, what of Peter? He’s just been named the Rock and handed the keys to the kingdom. 
But he’s already trying so hard to protect this newfound identity that he forgets how he 
got it in the first place. It’s no wonder that when his hopes for the kingdom are 
threatened and Jesus talks about death, Peter is the one to say, “Hold up!” 

Jesus diagnoses Peter correctly—he is clinging to his new self-understanding as “right-
hand man” more than God. It’s his protectiveness and rigidity that earn him the name 
Satan, not his zeal. 

When Jesus says that we must lose our lives, he’s not offering a formula. Jesus is asking 
for a willingness to accept something different from what we’ve planned or expected, a 
willingness for Peter to relinquish his understanding of what it means to be the Rock. 
It’s only this willingness to follow a meandering path and to give up our control over the 
outcome that results in the found life we all look for. 
 

SERMON                  
 

HYMN OF THE DAY             Lift High the Cross 



 

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 

Worship Leader: Called into unity with one another and the whole creation, let us pray 
for our shared world. 
 

Prayer Leader: God of faithfulness, you bid your people to follow Jesus. Set the mind of 

your church on divine things. Grant us trust in you, that we lose our lives for the sake of 

Christ and thereby discover joy in life through him. Lord, in your mercy, 

Congregation: hear our prayer. 

Prayer Leader: God of all nations, you call us to live peaceably with all. Give us ears to 

hear one another, even those we name as enemies. Fill all leaders with mercy and 

understanding, that they advocate and genuinely care for those who are poor and most 

vulnerable in their communities. Lord, in your mercy, 

Congregation: hear our prayer. 

Prayer Leader: God of salvation, you promise to deliver us. Give those who suffer a 

strong sense of your presence and love. Accompany those who are uncertain, raise the 

spirits of those who are despairing, and heal the sick (especially Marc Calhoun, Linda 

Almond, Barbara Haseley, Duke Tieman, Betty Biddle, Cathi Adams, Michael Morales, 

Wade Buehler, Gloria Holtzclaw, Betty Daege, Dianne William, Rosemarie & George 



Smith, Gary Neal, Karen Bates, Rev. Lydia Villanueva and family, Don Eunis, Lorraine 

Reinhard, Bonnie Redler, Kathy Leotta, Brytt Mathis, Joseph Valentin, Rita Burneik, 

Bobby Schlegel, Hilda Taylor, George Clark, Jill Grote, Larry Timmons, Carl Stone, 

Neftali Garcia and family, Kelly Sullivan, Susan Gunn, Roy Pruitt, Iris Valentin, Deacon 

Connie Puls, Joan Keeton, Steve Davis, Rose Marie Piff, Gary Mostrum, Vicki 

Kennedy, Gail Elder, Valerie Smutko, Jason Meadows, Missy, Penny, & Henry, Lisa and 

Ty Hauschild, Rob Rodriguez and family, Marcus de Souza Lima, Maria de Nazare & 

Michele Rios, Ana Agramonte, Bishop Pedro Suarez, Pastor Courtney Erzkus and 

family, Ralph Burson, those suffering from natural disasters [including COVID-19, 

Hurricane Laura, and California wildfires], violence, & terror, and the family and friends 

of the 181,000+ people in the United States & the 832,000+ people worldwide who have 

died from COVID-19). Lord, in your mercy, 

Congregation: hear our prayer. 
 

Worship Leader: Receive these prayers, O God, and those too deep for words; through 

Jesus Christ our Lord. 

Congregation: Amen. 

OFFERING 

Offerings to the mission and ministry of Grace can be made online at GraceCLW.com 

(look for the “Donate” button), or (for now) by mailing a check to Grace Lutheran 

Church, 1812 N. Highland Ave. Clearwater FL 33755. Thank you for your continued 

financial support during these uncertain times. You can fill out your attendance form on 

our website as well. 

 

OFFERING PRAYER   
Prayer Leader: Blessed are you, O God, maker of all things. Through your goodness you 

have blessed us with these gifts: our selves, our time, and our possessions. Use us, and 

what we have gathered, in feeding the world with your love, through the one who gave 

himself for us, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.  

Congregation: Amen.  

 

LORD’S PRAYER   

Worship Leader: Lord, remember us in your kingdom and teach us to pray in the 

language closest to our hearts. 

Congregation: Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom 

come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; 

and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead 



us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the 

power, and the glory, forever and ever. Amen. 
 

THANKSGIVING FOR THE WORD  

Worship Leader: Let us pray. O God of justice and love, we give thanks to you that you 
illumine our way through life with the words of your Son. Give us the light we need, 
awaken us to the needs of others, and at the end bring all the world to your feast; 
through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, to whom, with you and the Holy Spirit, be 
honor and glory forever. 

Congregation: Amen. 
 

BLESSING   

Worship Leader: The Lord bless you and keep you. The Lord’s face shine on you with 

grace and mercy. The Lord look upon you with favor and ☩  give you peace . 

Congregation: Amen. 
 

SENDING SONG                 Doxology         

 

DISMISSAL 

Pastor: Together we have heard God’s Word and joined in prayer, we have given and 
have been forgiven. Now our service of worship has ended, and our service to the world 
begins! Go in peace. Christ is with you.  
Congregation: Thanks be to God! 
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