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Welcome! In Isaiah we are given a vision of the great feast to come, when God will wipe 

away death forever. In Jesus’ parable about a great banquet, those invited do not come, 

so the invitation is extended to others. In our liturgy God spreads a table before us. Even 

amid anxiety and hardship we rejoice in the peace of God which surpasses all 

understanding. With great joy we go forth to share the wonderful invitation with others 

hungering and thirsting for the abundant life of God. 

This is a special bulletin for Grace Lutheran Church. This bulletin is designed to be used 

at home by anyone who is baptized serving as the Worship Leader. If you use this 

bulletin for worship, either by itself or alongside our service on YouTube, please fill out 

the Attendance Record Form on our website: GraceCLW.com 

 

ADAPTIVE SERVICE OF THE WORD  
 

GREETING  

Worship Leader: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the 
communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 
Congregation: And also with you. 
 

PRAYER OF THE DAY 

Worship Leader: Lord of the feast, you have prepared a table before all peoples and 
poured out your life with abundance. Call us again to your banquet. Strengthen us by 
what is honorable, just, and pure, and transform us into a people of righteousness and 

peace, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 
Congregation: Amen. 
 

FIRST READING   Philippians 4:1-9  

Introduction to the Lesson: Though writing from prison and facing an uncertain future, 
Paul calls on the Philippians to rejoice and give thanks to God no matter what the 
circumstance. God’s peace is with us and binds together our hearts and minds in Jesus 

Christ, especially when things around us do not seem peaceful. 
 

Reader: So then, my friends, how dear you are to me and how I miss you! How happy 

you make me, and how proud I am of you!—this, dear friends, is how you should stand 

firm in your life in the Lord. 

2 Euodia and Syntyche, please, I beg you, try to agree as sisters in the Lord. 3 And you 

too, my faithful partner, I want you to help these women; for they have worked hard 

with me to spread the gospel, together with Clement and all my other fellow workers, 

whose names are in God's book of the living. 

4 May you always be joyful in your union with the Lord. I say it again: rejoice! 



5 Show a gentle attitude toward everyone. The Lord is coming soon. 6 Don't worry 

about anything, but in all your prayers ask God for what you need, always asking him 

with a thankful heart. 7 And God's peace, which is far beyond human understanding, 

will keep your hearts and minds safe in union with Christ Jesus. 

8 In conclusion, my friends, fill your minds with those things that are good and that 

deserve praise: things that are true, noble, right, pure, lovely, and honorable. 9 Put into 

practice what you learned and received from me, both from my words and from my 

actions. And the God who gives us peace will be with you. 

 

After the reading... 

Reader: The word of the Lord.   

Congregation: Thanks be to God. 
 

GOSPEL LESSON    Matthew 22:1-14         

Introduction to the Gospel:  Jesus Jesus tells a parable indicating that the blessings of 

God’s kingdom are available to all, but the invitation is not to be taken lightly. 

Worship Leader:  The Holy Gospel according to Matthew in the 22nd chapter.  

Congregation: Glory to you, O Lord. 
 

Worship Leader: Jesus again used parables in talking to the people. 2 “The Kingdom of 

heaven is like this. Once there was a king who prepared a wedding feast for his 

son. 3 He sent his servants to tell the invited guests to come to the feast, but they did not 

want to come. 4 So he sent other servants with this message for the guests: ‘My feast is 

ready now; my steers and prize calves have been butchered, and everything is ready. 

Come to the wedding feast!’ 5 But the invited guests paid no attention and went about 

their business: one went to his farm, another to his store, 6 while others grabbed the 

servants, beat them, and killed them. 7 The king was very angry; so he sent his soldiers, 

who killed those murderers and burned down their city. 8 Then he called his servants 

and said to them, ‘My wedding feast is ready, but the people I invited did not deserve 

it. 9 Now go to the main streets and invite to the feast as many people as you 

find.’ 10 So the servants went out into the streets and gathered all the people they could 

find, good and bad alike; and the wedding hall was filled with people. 

11 “The king went in to look at the guests and saw a man who was not wearing wedding 

clothes. 12 ‘Friend, how did you get in here without wedding clothes?’ the king asked 

him. But the man said nothing. 13 Then the king told the servants, ‘Tie him up hand and 

foot, and throw him outside in the dark. There he will cry and gnash his teeth.’” 

14 And Jesus concluded, “Many are invited, but few are chosen.” 

 

 



After the reading... 

Worship Leader: The gospel of the Lord.   

Congregation: Praise to you, O Christ. 

 

GOSPEL MESSAGE—From Sundays and Seasons 

Justice for All 

As we try to make sense of today’s unsettling parable, it helps to recall that it was told 
during the last week of Jesus’ life, as the events leading to the crucifixion were already 
unfolding. The Jews gathered in Jerusalem were celebrating Passover, recalling how 
God had led them from slavery into freedom—and yet they were living under the 
oppressive thumb of the Roman occupation. 

The wedding banquet of the parable, like the festival of Passover, takes place against a 
backdrop of exclusion, injustice, and escalating violence. The king of the parable who 
sends troops out to wage war on those who have spurned his invitation reminds one less 
of God, who leads us beside still waters, than of Lin-Manuel Miranda’s King George III 
of Hamilton, who says, “I will kill your friends and family to remind you of my love.” 

And yet, to a people who are oppressed and calling on God to hold the powerful to 
account, it is indeed good news that God will not be silent and passive forever. It matters 
to God how we treat one another. 

In the liturgy of Holy Baptism, we are asked three times to renounce sin and the devil 
and all the forces that defy God, rebel against God, and draw us away from God. This 
renunciation can feel awkward to a people steeped in grace, yet it is critical to recognize 
and name the fact that there are forces in this world that would pull us into complicity 
with systems that deny life and liberty to our neighbors. 

The God of Matthew’s parable is the same God of Psalm 23, the one who walks with us 

through the valley of the shadow of death. Jesus reminds us how passionately God 

resists the powers that deal in fear and death. Instead of claiming that God is on our side, 

we are invited to join God’s side through our own dedication to justice for all of God’s 

people  

 

SERMON                  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



HYMN OF THE DAY             Rejoice, Ye Pure in Heart!   vs. 1 & 2 

 

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 

Worship Leader: Called into unity with one another and the whole creation, let us pray 
for our shared world. 
 
Prayer Leader: Gracious host, fill your church with a spirit of joyous hospitality. We 

pray for bishops, teachers, church leaders, and all children of God as they invite others 

to your table of boundless grace. Lord, in your mercy, 

Congregation: hear our prayer. 



Prayer Leader: Gracious host, as you set a table in the presence of enemies, so bless the 

efforts of diplomats, international peace workers, and world leaders who navigate 

conflict. May they proceed with dialogue and understanding, so that justice and peace 

prevails. Lord, in your mercy, 

Congregation: hear our prayer. 

Prayer Leader: Gracious host, let your gentleness be known among those who are weary 

or ill (especially Marc Calhoun, Linda Almond, Barbara Haseley, Duke Tieman, Betty 

Biddle, Cathi Adams, Michael Morales, Wade Buehler, Gloria Holtzclaw, Betty Daege, 

Dianne William, Rosemarie & George Smith, Gary Neal, Karen Bates, Rev. Lydia 

Villanueva and family, Don Eunis, Lorraine Reinhard, Bonnie Redler, Kathy Leotta, 

Brytt Mathis, Joseph Valentin, Rita Burneik, Bobby Schlegel, Hilda Taylor, George 

Clark, Jill Grote, Larry Timmons, Carl Stone, Neftali Garcia & family, Kelly Sullivan, 

Susan Gunn, Roy Pruitt, Iris Valentin, Deacon Connie Puls, Joan Keeton, Steve Davis, 

Rose Marie Piff, Gary Mostrum, Vicki Kennedy, Gail Elder, Valerie Smutko, Jason 

Meadows, Missy, Penny, & Henry, Lisa & Ty Hauschild, Rob Rodriguez & family, 

Marcus de Souza Lima, Maria de Nazare & Michele Rios, Ana Agramonte, Bishop 

Pedro Suarez, Pastor Courtney Erzkus and family, Ralph Burson, Luanne Sekel, 

Lorraine Chavez, Seve Chacon, Pat Fredell, Skylar Favos, the family and friends of 

Vicki Eis’ Aunt Dorothy, and all those suffering from natural disasters [including the 

President and his family and all those impacted by COVID-19, Hurricanes Laura and 

Sally, and Western wildfires], violence, & terror, and the family & friends of the 

205,000+ people in the US & the 1 million+ people worldwide who have died from 

COVID-19, including the family and friends of Larry Sekel). Strengthen doctors, 

medical care workers, and caretakers who see to their needs. Lord, in your mercy, 

Congregation: hear our prayer. 
 

Worship Leader: Receive these prayers, O God, and those too deep for words; through 

Jesus Christ our Lord. 

Congregation: Amen. 

 

OFFERING 

Offerings to the mission and ministry of Grace can be made online at GraceCLW.com 

(look for the “Donate” button), or (for now) by mailing a check to Grace Lutheran 

Church, 1812 N. Highland Ave. Clearwater FL 33755. Thank you for your continued 

financial support during these uncertain times. You can fill out your attendance form on 

our website as well. 

 



OFFERING PRAYER   
Prayer Leader: Blessed are you, O God, maker of all things. Through your goodness you 

have blessed us with these gifts: our selves, our time, and our possessions. Use us, and 

what we have gathered, in feeding the world with your love, through the one who gave 

himself for us, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.  

Congregation: Amen.  

 

LORD’S PRAYER   

Worship Leader: Lord, remember us in your kingdom and teach us to pray in the 

language closest to our hearts. 

Congregation: Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom 

come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; 

and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead 

us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the 

power, and the glory, forever and ever. Amen. 
 

THANKSGIVING FOR THE WORD  

Worship Leader: Let us pray. O God of justice and love, we give thanks to you that you 
illumine our way through life with the words of your Son. Give us the light we need, 
awaken us to the needs of others, and at the end bring all the world to your feast; 
through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, to whom, with you and the Holy Spirit, be 
honor and glory forever. 

Congregation: Amen. 
 

BLESSING   

Worship Leader: The Lord bless you and keep you. The Lord’s face shine on you with 

grace and mercy. The Lord look upon you with favor and ☩  give you peace . 

Congregation: Amen. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



SENDING SONG                 Doxology         

 

DISMISSAL 

Pastor: Together we have heard God’s Word and joined in prayer, we have given and 
have been forgiven. Now our service of worship has ended, and our service to the world 
begins! Go in peace. Christ is with you.  
Congregation: Thanks be to God! 
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