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Welcome! In today’s first reading God uses the Gentile ruler Cyrus to accomplish divine
purposes. When the Pharisees try to trap Jesus, he tells them to give the emperor what
belongs to him and to God what belongs to God. To gather for worship reminds us that
our ultimate allegiance is to God rather than to any earthly authority. Created in the
image of God, we offer our entire selves in the service of God and for the sake of the
world.

This is a special bulletin for Grace Lutheran Church. This bulletin is designed to be used
at home by anyone who is baptized serving as the Worship Leader. If you use this
bulletin for worship, either by itself or alongside our service on YouTube, please fill out
the Attendance Record Form on our website: GraceCLW.com

ADAPTIVE SERVICE OF THE WORD

GREETING

Worship Leader: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the
communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.
Congregation: And also with you.

PRAYER OF THE DAY

Worship Leader: Sovereign God, raise your throne in our hearts. Created by you, let us
live in your image; created for you, let us act for your glory; redeemed by you, let us

give you what is yours, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.
Congregation: Amen.

FIRST READING Isaiah 45:1-7

Introduction to the Lesson: The prophet announces that Cyrus the Persian emperor is
the one the Lord has anointed to end Israel’s exile. The Lord makes this choice so that
the whole world will recognize this Lord as the only God. Persia had a god of light and

a god of darkness; the Lord claims sovereignty over both light and darkness.

Reader: The Lord has chosen Cyrus to be king.
He has appointed him to conquer nations;
he sends him to strip kings of their power;
the Lord will open the gates of cities for him.
To Cyrus the Lord says,
2 “I myself will prepare your way,
leveling mountains and hills.
I will break down bronze gates
and smash their iron bars.
3 I will give you treasures from dark, secret places;



then you will know that I am the Lord
and that the God of Israel has called you by name.
4 T appoint you to help my servant Israel,
the people that I have chosen.
I have given you great honor,
although you do not know me.
5 “I am the Lord; there is no other god.
I will give you the strength you need,
although you do not know me.
6 I do this so that everyone
from one end of the world to the other
may know that I am the Lord
and that there 1s no other god.
7 1 create both light and darkness;
I bring both blessing and disaster.
I, the Lord, do all these things.

After the reading...
Reader: The word of the Lord.
Congregation: Thanks be to God.

GOSPEL LESSON Matthew 22:15-22

Introduction to the Gospel: After Jesus begins teaching in the temple, religious leaders
try to trap him with questions. First they ask if God’s people should pay taxes to an
earthly tyrant like Caesar.

Worship Leader: The Holy Gospel according to Matthew in the 22nd chapter.
Congregation: Glory to you, O Lord.

Worship Leader: 15 The Pharisees went off and made a plan to trap Jesus with
questions. 16 Then they sent to him some of their disciples and some members of
Herod's party. “Teacher,” they said, “we know that you tell the truth. You teach the truth
about God's will for people, without worrying about what others think, because you pay
no attention to anyone's status. 17 Tell us, then, what do you think? Is it against our Law
to pay taxes to the Roman Emperor, or not?”

18 Jesus, however, was aware of their evil plan, and so he said, “You hypocrites! Why
are you trying to trap me? 19 Show me the coin for paying the tax!”

They brought him the coin, 20 and he asked them, “Whose face and name are these?”

21 “The Emperor's,” they answered.



So Jesus said to them, “Well, then, pay to the Emperor what belongs to the Emperor, and
pay to God what belongs to God.”
22 When they heard this, they were amazed; and they left him and went away.

After the reading...
Worship Leader: The gospel of the Lord.
Congregation: Praise to you, O Christ.

GOSPEL MESSAGE—From Sundays and Seasons
The Image of God

The Pharisees and Herodians come to Jesus with a seemingly simple question: “Is it
lawful to pay taxes or not?” In a deft move characteristic of his ministry, Jesus refuses to
pick a side. He doesn’t debate them, but reframes the whole question. In doing so, he
creates space in which they are open to hear a new possibility and be amazed.

The imperial coin bears the image of the emperor, just as our currency bears the image
of our nation’s favored leaders. What bears God’s image? You! In the first chapter of
Genesis we learn that all of humankind is created in the image of God, blessed, and
entrusted with caring for every living creature.

When Jesus says, “Give . . . to God the things that are God’s” (Matt. 22:21), we are
reminded that there is nothing in this world and nothing in ourselves that is beyond the
scope of God’s care. Like the money stamped with the ruler’s image, we see what God
treasures in the face of every person on the planet: ourselves and our neighbors, those
we love and those we fear. God’s own image is in every race, every age, every gender
identity, every ability. Each of us shines forth a unique facet of who God is. All that we
have and all that we are is from God and for the sake of the whole world.

The sacred image in us is reinforced every week when we take part in the celebration of
Holy Communion. As we are fed with the body of Christ, we pray that we too might
“give ourselves away as bread for the hungry” (Evangelical Lutheran Worship, p. 114).
Nothing is ours to keep. All is gift from God, freely given and constantly renewed. Set
free by the promises of God’s steadfast presence and generosity, we may live with open
hands and open hearts.

SERMON



HYMN OF THE DAY Holy, Holy, Holy, Lord God Almighty! vs. 1 & 2
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Text: Reginald Heber, 1783-1826. alt.
Music: NICAEA, Tohn B. Iivkes, 18231876

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION
Worship Leader: Called into unity with one another and the whole creation, let us pray

for our shared world.



Prayer Leader: God of praise, the heavens and all creation declare your salvation. From
the rising of the sun to its setting, may the whole universe show forth your goodness.
Raise up devoted stewards of all that you have made. Lord, in your mercy,

Congregation: hear our prayer.

Prayer Leader: God of truth, you show no partiality. May your spirit guide the work of
justices, magistrates, court officials, and all vocations of the law, that your promise of
restoration may be known.. Lord, in your mercy,

Congregation: hear our prayer.

Prayer Leader: God of light, we pray for those living with pain, illness, isolation, grief,
anger, or doubt (especially Marc Calhoun, Linda Almond, Barbara Haseley, Duke
Tieman, Betty Biddle, Cathi Adams, Michael Morales, Wade Buehler, Gloria Holtzclaw,
Betty Daege, Dianne William, Rosemarie & George Smith, Gary Neal, Karen Bates,
Rev. Lydia Villanueva and family, Don Eunis, Lorraine Reinhard, Bonnie Redler, Kathy
Leotta, Brytt Mathis, Joseph Valentin, Rita Burneik, Bobby Schlegel, Hilda Taylor,
George Clark, Jill Grote, Larry Timmons, Carl Stone, Neftali Garcia & family, Kelly
Sullivan, Susan Gunn, Roy Pruitt, Iris Valentin, Deacon Connie Puls, Joan Keeton,
Steve Davis, Rose Marie Piff, Gary Mostrum, Vicki Kennedy, Gail Elder, Valerie
Smutko, Jason Meadows, Missy, Penny, & Henry, Lisa & Ty Hauschild, Rob Rodriguez
& family, Marcus de Souza Lima, Maria de Nazare & Michele Rios, Ana Agramonte,
Bishop Pedro Suarez, Pastor Courtney Erzkus and family, Ralph Burson, Luanne Sekel,
Lorraine Chavez, Seve Chacon, Pat Fredell, Skylar Favos, the family and friends of
Vicki Eis’ Aunt Dorothy, and all those suffering from natural disasters [including all
those impacted by COVID-19, Hurricanes Laura, Sally and Delta, and Western
wildfires], violence, & terror, and the family & friends of the 210,000+ people in the US
& the 1 million+ people worldwide who have died from COVID-19). Join their voices in
a new song, assuring them that you call them each by name. Lord, in your mercy,

Congregation: hear our prayer.

Worship Leader: Receive these prayers, O God, and those too deep for words; through
Jesus Christ our Lord.
Congregation: Amen.

OFFERING
Offerings to the mission and ministry of Grace can be made online at GraceCLW.com

(look for the “Donate” button), or (for now) by mailing a check to Grace Lutheran
Church, 1812 N. Highland Ave. Clearwater FL 33755. Thank you for your continued



financial support during these uncertain times. You can fill out your attendance form on
our website as well.

OFFERING PRAYER
Prayer Leader: Blessed are you, O God, maker of all things. Through your goodness you

have blessed us with these gifts: our selves, our time, and our possessions. Use us, and
what we have gathered, in feeding the world with your love, through the one who gave
himself for us, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.

Congregation: Amen.

LORD’S PRAYER

Worship Leader: Lord, remember us in your kingdom and teach us to pray in the
language closest to our hearts.

Congregation: Qur Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom
come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead
us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the
power, and the glory, forever and ever. Amen.

THANKSGIVING FOR THE WORD

Worship Leader: Let us pray. O God of justice and love, we give thanks to you that you
illumine our way through life with the words of your Son. Give us the light we need,
awaken us to the needs of others, and at the end bring all the world to your feast;
through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, to whom, with you and the Holy Spirit, be
honor and glory forever.

Congregation: Amen.

BLESSING
Worship Leader: The Lord bless you and keep you. The Lord’s face shine on you with
grace and mercy. The Lord look upon you with favor and + give you peace .

Congregation: Amen.



SENDING SONG Doxology
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Text: Thomas Ken, 1637-1711
bMusic: OLD HUNDREDTH, Louis Bourgeuois, 1310-1561

DISMISSAL
Pastor: Together we have heard God’s Word and joined in prayer, we have given and
have been forgiven. Now our service of worship has ended, and our service to the world

begins! Go in peace. Christ is with you.
Congregation: Thanks be to God!
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