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Welcome! As Solomon prays for wisdom, we seek to more deeply know the treasures of 

faith. In today’s gospel Jesus offers everyday images that reveal to us the reign of God: a 

tree that becomes a sheltering home, yeast that penetrates and expands, a treasured pearl, 

a net that gains a great catch. Even as we seek the riches of God’s reign, the great 

surprise is that God’s grace finds us first! Today we also recognize the 30th anniversary 

of the passage of the Americans With Disabilities Act.   

This is a special bulletin for Grace Lutheran Church. This bulletin is designed to be used 

at home by anyone who is baptized serving as the Worship Leader. If you use this 

bulletin for worship, either by itself or alongside our service on YouTube, please fill out 

the Attendance Record Form on our website: GraceCLW.com 

ADAPTIVE SERVICE OF THE WORD  
 

GREETING  

Worship Leader: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the 
communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 
Congregation: And also with you. 
 

 A Litany of Disability and Belonging  
In Observance of the 30th Anniversary of the Americans with Disabilities Act  
July 26, 2020 (provided by LargeTable.com) 
 

Worship Leader: Creator God, you have made each of us in your image, called us your 
own, and gathered us as family; yet, we have chosen to make gods of our own abilities. 
We worship our own intellect, and close our doors to those different from ourselves. 
Forgive our failure to see your face in our neighbor. God of welcome,  
Congregation: MAKE US A PEOPLE OF BELONGING.  
 

Worship Leader: Healing God, mend our attitudes toward disability and open to us the 
opportunity for a richer community. Forgive us for our selfish exclusion and lead us to 
confront our own discomfort and vulnerability. Move us from pity into partnership, and 
from benevolence into communion. God of welcome,  
Congregation: MAKE US A PEOPLE OF BELONGING.  
 

Worship Leader: Loving God, today we celebrate the family you have called together—
those whose differences include the physical, the intellectual, the sensory, and the 
neurodiverse; open our hearts to those who face challenges to their mental health, and to 
all those whose stories we do not know. Lead us to honor all whom you have created. 
God of welcome,  
Congregation: MAKE US A PEOPLE OF BELONGING.  
 

Worship Leader: Living God, move among us today and keep us mindful that we are a 
community that is created, claimed and bound together as we are. Teach us to listen, to 
speak against injustice, to seek equality, to build relationships, and to become the 
community of faith you have called us to be. God of welcome,  



Congregation: MAKE US A PEOPLE OF BELONGING. AMEN.  
 

A Prayer of Belonging  
God who made us all, you have woven your tapestry in all creation and your majesty 
shines forth in the infinite wonder of your imagination. We rejoice in the works of your 

loving hand and we give thanks this day for the inherent dignity of all your people. 
Humble us when we fail to look beyond human disability, and lead us to bring honor to 
all those you have created. Throw open the doors that we have kept closed and grant us 
the wisdom to make our buildings, our communities, and our lives places of belonging 

for all. In your loving embrace we pray.  

Congregation: Amen. 

PRAYER OF THE DAY 

Worship Leader: Beloved and sovereign God, through the death and resurrection of your 
Son you bring us into your kingdom of justice and mercy. By your Spirit, give us your 
wisdom, that we may treasure the life that comes from Jesus Christ, our Savior and 

Lord. 
Congregation: Amen. 
 

FIRST READING   1 Kings 3:5-12  

Introduction to the Lesson: Because Solomon did not ask for long life, riches, or the 
defeat of his enemies, God gave him what he asked for: wisdom to govern the people 
well.  
 

Reader:  That night the Lord appeared to Solomon in a dream and asked him, “What 
would you like me to give you?” 
6 Solomon answered, “You always showed great love for my father David, your servant, 
and he was good, loyal, and honest in his relation with you. And you have continued to 
show him your great and constant love by giving him a son who today rules in his 
place. 7 O Lord God, you have let me succeed my father as king, even though I am very 
young and don't know how to rule. 8 Here I am among the people you have chosen to be 
your own, a people who are so many that they cannot be counted. 9 So give me the 
wisdom I need to rule your people with justice and to know the difference between good 
and evil. Otherwise, how would I ever be able to rule this great people of yours?” 
10 The Lord was pleased that Solomon had asked for this, 11 and so he said to him, 
“Because you have asked for the wisdom to rule justly, instead of long life for yourself 
or riches or the death of your enemies, 12 I will do what you have asked. I will give you 
more wisdom and understanding than anyone has ever had before or will ever have 
again. 
 

After the reading... 

Reader: The word of the Lord.   

Congregation: Thanks be to God. 
 



GOSPEL LESSON    Matthew 13:31-33, 44-52         

Introduction to the Gospel: Throughout Matthew’s gospel, Jesus and his disciples 
proclaim the good news that “the kingdom of heaven is near!” Here, Jesus offers 
several brief parables that explore the implications of this announcement for people’s 

lives. 

Worship Leader:  The Holy Gospel according to Matthew in the 13th chapter.  

Congregation: Glory to you, O Lord. 
 

Worship Leader: 31 Jesus told them another parable: “The Kingdom of heaven is like 

this. A man takes a mustard seed and sows it in his field. 32 It is the smallest of all seeds, 

but when it grows up, it is the biggest of all plants. It becomes a tree, so that birds come 

and make their nests in its branches.” 

33 Jesus told them still another parable: “The Kingdom of heaven is like this. A woman 

takes some yeast and mixes it with a bushel of flour until the whole batch of dough 

rises.”44 “The Kingdom of heaven is like this. A man happens to find a treasure hidden 

in a field. He covers it up again, and is so happy that he goes and sells everything he has, 

and then goes back and buys that field. 

45 “Also, the Kingdom of heaven is like this. A man is looking for fine pearls, 46 and 

when he finds one that is unusually fine, he goes and sells everything he has, and buys 

that pearl. 

47 “Also, the Kingdom of heaven is like this. Some fishermen throw their net out in the 

lake and catch all kinds of fish. 48 When the net is full, they pull it to shore and sit down 

to divide the fish: the good ones go into the buckets, the worthless ones are thrown 

away. 49 It will be like this at the end of the age: the angels will go out and gather up the 

evil people from among the good 50 and will throw them into the fiery furnace, where 

they will cry and gnash their teeth. 

51 “Do you understand these things?” Jesus asked them. “Yes,” they answered. 52 So he 

replied, “This means, then, that every teacher of the Law who becomes a disciple in the 

Kingdom of heaven is like a homeowner who takes new and old things out of his storage 

room.” 
  

After the reading... 

Worship Leader: The gospel of the Lord.   

Congregation: Praise to you, O Christ. 
 

GOSPEL MESSAGE—From Sundays and Seasons 

The Divine Ordinary 

As we make our way through Matthew’s gospel, we often hear Jesus say, “The kingdom 
of heaven is like . . .” He uses everyday items and experiences to give us a glimpse of 



God’s realm. Today as you stand for the reading of the gospel, God will use the voice of 
someone you know (your pastor, perhaps) to proclaim some comparisons Jesus made to 
the kingdom of heaven: a mustard seed, yeast, a merchant in search of fine pearls. 

Our Lord says the kingdom of heaven is like things we already know and understand. 
It’s like someone giving a wedding banquet (Matt. 22:2), a fishing net (Matt. 13:47), a 
gardener sowing seeds (Matt. 13:3). Instead of saying the kingdom is divine and far 
beyond our understanding, Jesus offers stories of ordinary things, pointing to how God’s 
will is revealed in them. 

Look around your worship space before the service. Whom or what has God brought 
you today that is like the kingdom of heaven? Is a retired man teaching a middle-
schooler how to carry the top-heavy cross down the aisle? Are there people who use 
walkers alongside young ones who skip everywhere they go? Perhaps a newly widowed 
woman has new seatmates who don’t want her sitting alone. Did someone bring a gluten
-free dish to the potluck even though he is not gluten-sensitive? 

Jesus compares the kingdom of heaven to ordinary things because we live most often in 
ordinary moments and spaces. Again and again, he invites us to find the divine in the 
day-to-day, to glimpse the eternal in the temporal, and to recognize God’s image in a 
stranger’s face. 

As worship begins, let yourself notice the altogether ordinary things God is using to 
reveal the kingdom in this place: human voices, handshakes and hugs, music, musicians, 
books, water, wine, bread. In the coming week, what might God use to reveal the 
kingdom in your home, your workplace, your school, or other spaces you inhabit? 
 

SERMON                  
 

HYMN OF THE DAY             All Are Welcome vs. 1 & 2  

 



PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 

Worship Leader: Called into unity with one another and the whole creation, let us pray 
for our shared world. 
 

Prayer Leader: Merciful God, your reign is revealed to us in common things: a mustard 

shrub, a woman baking bread, a fishing net. Help your church witness to the surprising 

yet common ways you encounter us in daily life. Lord, in your mercy, 

Congregation: hear our prayer. 

Prayer Leader: When your word is opened, it gives light and understanding. Increase our 

understanding and awe of your creation; guide the work of scientists and researchers. 

Treasuring the earth, may we live as grateful and healing caretakers of our home. Lord, 

in your mercy, 

Congregation: hear our prayer. 

Prayer Leader: Your Spirit helps us in our weakness and intercedes for the saints 

according to your will. Help us when we do not know how to pray. Give comfort to the 

dying, refuge to the weary, justice to those who are oppressed, and healing to the sick 

(especially Marc Calhoun, Linda Almond, Barbara Haseley, Duke Tieman, Betty Biddle, 

Cathi Adams, Michael Morales, Wade Buehler, Gloria Holtzclaw, Betty Daege, Dianne 

William, Rosemarie & George Smith, Gary Neal, Karen Bates, Rev. Lydia Villanueva 

and family, Don Eunis, Lorraine Reinhard, Bonnie Redler, Kathy Leotta, Brytt Mathis, 

Joseph Valentin, Rita Burneik, Bobby Schlegel, Hilda Taylor, George Clark, Jill Grote, 



Larry Timmons, Carl Stone, Neftali Garcia and family, Kelly Sullivan, Susan Gunn, Roy 

Pruitt, Iris Valentin, Deacon Connie Puls, Joan Keeton, Steve Davis, Rose Marie Piff, 

Gary Mostrum, Vici Kennedy, Gail Elder, Valerie Smutko, Jason Meadows, Missy, 

Penny, & Henry, Lisa and Ty Hauschild, Rob Rodriguez and family, Marcus de Souza 

Lima, Maria de Nazare & Michele Rios those suffering from natural disasters (including 

COVID-19 and the flooding across the United States), violence, & terror, and the family 

and friends of the over 135,000 people in the United States & the 500,000 people 

worldwide who have died from COVID-19 including Anka Pink’s grandmother.  Lord, 

in your mercy, 

Congregation: hear our prayer. 
 

Worship Leader: Receive these prayers, O God, and those too deep for words; through 

Jesus Christ our Lord. 

Congregation: Amen. 

 

OFFERING 

Offerings to the mission and ministry of Grace can be made online at GraceCLW.com 

(look for the “Donate” button), or (for now) by mailing a check to Grace Lutheran 

Church, 1812 N. Highland Ave. Clearwater FL 33755. Thank you for your continued 

financial support during these uncertain times. You can fill out your attendance form on 

our website as well. 

 

OFFERING PRAYER   
Prayer Leader: Blessed are you, O God, maker of all things. Through your goodness you 

have blessed us with these gifts: our selves, our time, and our possessions. Use us, and 

what we have gathered, in feeding the world with your love, through the one who gave 

himself for us, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.  

Congregation: Amen.  

 

LORD’S PRAYER   

Worship Leader: Lord, remember us in your kingdom and teach us to pray in the 

language closest to our hearts. 

Congregation: Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom 

come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; 

and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead 

us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the 

power, and the glory, forever and ever. Amen. 
 

 



THANKSGIVING FOR THE WORD  

Worship Leader: Let us pray. O God of justice and love, we give thanks to you that you 
illumine our way through life with the words of your Son. Give us the light we need, 
awaken us to the needs of others, and at the end bring all the world to your feast; 
through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, to whom, with you and the Holy Spirit, be 
honor and glory forever. 

Congregation: Amen. 
 

BLESSING   

Worship Leader: The Lord bless you and keep you. The Lord’s face shine on you with 

grace and mercy. The Lord look upon you with favor and ☩  give you peace.     

Congregation: Amen. 

 

SENDING SONG                 Doxology       

DISMISSAL 

Pastor: Together we have heard God’s Word and joined in prayer, we have given and 
have been forgiven. Now our service of worship has ended, and our service to the world 
begins! Go in peace. Christ is with you.  
Congregation: Thanks be to God! 
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