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Welcome! Rooted in the past and growing into the future, the church must always be
reformed in order to live out the love of Christ in an ever-changing world. We celebrate
the good news of God’s grace, that Jesus Christ sets us free every day to do this life-
transforming work. Trusting in the freedom given to us in baptism, we pray for the
church, that Christians will unite more fully in worship and mission.

This is a special bulletin for Grace Lutheran Church. This bulletin is designed to be used
at home by anyone who is baptized serving as the Worship Leader. If you use this
bulletin for worship, either by itself or alongside our service on YouTube, please fill out
the Attendance Record Form on our website: GraceCLW.com

ADAPTIVE SERVICE OF THE WORD

GREETING

Worship Leader: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the
communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.
Congregation: And also with you.

PRAYER OF THE DAY

Worship Leader: Almighty God, gracious Lord, we thank you that your Holy Spirit
renews the church in every age. Pour out your Holy Spirit on your faithful people. Keep
them steadfast in your word, protect and comfort them in times of trial, defend them
against all enemies of the gospel, and bestow on the church your saving peace, through
Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit,

one God, now and forever.
Congregation: Amen.

FIRST READING Romans 3:19-28

Introduction to the Lesson: Paul’s words stand at the heart of the preaching of Martin
Luther and other Reformation leaders. No human beings make themselves right with
God through works of the law. We are brought into a right relationship with God
through the divine activity centered in Christ’s death. This act is a gift of grace that

liberates us from sin and empowers our faith in Jesus Christ.

Reader: 19 Now we know that everything in the Law applies to those who live under the
Law, in order to stop all human excuses and bring the whole world under God's
judgment. 20 For no one is put right in God's sight by doing what the Law requires;
what the Law does is to make us know that we have sinned.

21 But now God's way of putting people right with himself has been revealed. It has
nothing to do with law, even though the Law of Moses and the prophets gave their
witness to it. 22 God puts people right through their faith in Jesus Christ. God does this



to all who believe in Christ, because there is no difference at all: 23 everyone has sinned
and is far away from God's saving presence. 24 But by the free gift of God's grace all are
put right with him through Christ Jesus, who sets them free. 25-26 God offered him, so
that by his blood[b] he should become the means by which people's sins are forgiven
through their faith in him. God did this in order to demonstrate that he is righteous. In
the past he was patient and overlooked people's sins; but in the present time he deals
with their sins, in order to demonstrate his righteousness. In this way God shows that he
himself is righteous and that he puts right everyone who believes in Jesus.

27 What, then, can we boast about? Nothing! And what is the reason for this? Is it that
we obey the Law? No, but that we believe. 28 For we conclude that a person is put right
with God only through faith, and not by doing what the Law commands. After the
reading...

Reader: The word of the Lord.

Congregation: Thanks be to God.

GOSPEL LESSON John 8:31-36

Introduction to the Gospel: Jesus speaks of truth and freedom as spiritual realities
known through his word. He reveals the truth that sets people free from sin.

Worship Leader: The Holy Gospel according to John in the 8th chapter.
Congregation: Glory to you, O Lord.

Worship Leader: 31 So Jesus said to those who believed in him, “If you obey my
teaching, you are really my disciples; 32 you will know the truth, and the truth will set
you free.”

33 “We are the descendants of Abraham,” they answered, “and we have never been
anybody's slaves. What do you mean, then, by saying, ‘You will be free’?”

34 Jesus said to them, “I am telling you the truth: everyone who sins is a slave of
sin. 35 A slave does not belong to a family permanently, but a son belongs there
forever. 36 If the Son sets you free, then you will be really free.

After the reading...

Worship Leader: The gospel of the Lord.

Congregation: Praise to you, O Christ.

GOSPEL MESSAGE—From Sundays and Seasons
Before the Truth Is Finished
“You will know the truth,” Jesus said, “and the truth will make you free” (John 8:32).

“The truth will set you free,” David Foster Wallace wrote, “but not until it’s finished
with you.”



Before the truth is finished with us, it demands that we admit that we are not already
free. We are enslaved to sin. This is the part of the truth that Luther called the law: the
hard part that points out that we are controlled by our fears and desires, our self-
absorption and self-doubt, our addictions and facades.

Here’s the truth: You are not your Sunday best or your Facebook profile. You are
broken, and enslaved by your attempts to cover it up. That can be hard to hear, but until
it sinks in we are unable to be released and receive the truth of the gospel, the good news
of grace.

Today we celebrate Reformation Day, and in the spirit of Martin Luther the church must
be always reforming, always pointing beyond itself to God’s grace. The temptation is
always there to settle for so little: a cozy collective of our most presentable selves, the
right side of social issues, pat answers to incomprehensible mysteries of the universe.

Jesus’ invitation is to bring the mess that we’re in, the mess that we are. We are called to
show up as our true selves, fears and regrets and doubts and all. God can handle it. The
communion of saints—that is, us, the people of God—can handle it. You are loved. You
are forgiven. You are free.

The truth of God that sets us free first tears us open. Church can and must be a place
where we bring our broken-open selves and encounter the healing power of a God who
sees us, knows us, loves us as we are, and sets us free.
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Text: Martin Luther, 1483-1546: tr. Lutheran Book of Worship
Music: FIN FESTE BURCG, Martin Tuther
Text © 1978 Lutheran Book of Worship. admin. Augsburg Fortress

Duplication in any form prohibited without permission or valid license from copyright administrator,

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION
Worship Leader: Called into unity with one another and the whole creation, let us pray
for our shared world.

Prayer Leader: Renew and inspire the church in the freedom of the gospel, O God.
Where the church is in error, reform it. Where the church speaks your truth, strengthen
it. Where the church is divided, unify it. Ignite in us the working of the Holy Spirit.
Lord, in your mercy,

Congregation: hear our prayer.

Prayer Leader: In this family of faith we give thanks for courageous voices that have
remained firm in their commitment to the one who frees us from sin and death. Centered
in your grace, unify us in the hope of the gospel. Lord, in your mercy,

Congregation: hear our prayer.



Prayer Leader: Release those living in bondage to debts, chronic pain, or addiction.
Grant healing touch to those who are ill (especially Marc Calhoun, Linda Almond,
Barbara Haseley, Duke Tieman, Betty Biddle, Cathi Adams, Michael Morales, Wade
Buehler, Gloria Holtzclaw, Betty Daege, Dianne William, Rosemarie & George Smith,
Gary Neal, Karen Bates, Rev. Lydia Villanueva and family, Don Eunis, Lorraine
Reinhard, Bonnie Redler, Kathy Leotta, Brytt Mathis, Joseph Valentin, Rita Burneik,
Bobby Schlegel, Hilda Taylor, George Clark, Jill Grote, Larry Timmons, Carl Stone,
Neftali Garcia & family, Kelly Sullivan, Susan Gunn, Roy Pruitt, Iris Valentin, Deacon
Connie Puls, Joan Keeton, Steve Davis, Rose Marie Piff, Gary Mostrum, Vicki
Kennedy, Gail Elder, Valerie Smutko, Jason Meadows, Missy, Penny, & Henry, Lisa &
Ty Hauschild, Rob Rodriguez & family, Marcus de Souza Lima, Maria de Nazare &
Michele Rios, Ana Agramonte, Bishop Pedro Suarez, Pastor Courtney Erzkus and
family, Ralph Burson, Luanne Sekel, Lorraine Chavez, Seve Chacon, Pat Fredell, Skylar
Favos, the family and friends of Vicki Eis’ Aunt Dorothy, and all those suffering from
natural disasters [including all those impacted by COVID-19, Hurricanes Laura, Sally
and Delta, and Western wildfires], violence, & terror, and the family & friends of the
210,000+ people in the US & the 1 million+ people worldwide who have died from
COVID-19). Lord, in your mercy,

Congregation: hear our prayer.

Worship Leader: Receive these prayers, O God, and those too deep for words; through
Jesus Christ our Lord.
Congregation: Amen.

OFFERING

Offerings to the mission and ministry of Grace can be made online at GraceCLW.com
(look for the “Donate” button), or (for now) by mailing a check to Grace Lutheran
Church, 1812 N. Highland Ave. Clearwater FL 33755. Thank you for your continued
financial support during these uncertain times. You can fill out your attendance form on
our website as well.

OFFERING PRAYER
Prayer Leader: Blessed are you, O God, maker of all things. Through your goodness you

have blessed us with these gifts: our selves, our time, and our possessions. Use us, and
what we have gathered, in feeding the world with your love, through the one who gave
himself for us, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.

Congregation: Amen.



LORD’S PRAYER

Worship Leader: Lord, remember us in your kingdom and teach us to pray in the
language closest to our hearts.

Congregation: Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom
come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead
us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the
power, and the glory, forever and ever. Amen.

THANKSGIVING FOR THE WORD

Worship Leader: Let us pray. O God of justice and love, we give thanks to you that you
illumine our way through life with the words of your Son. Give us the light we need,
awaken us to the needs of others, and at the end bring all the world to your feast;
through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, to whom, with you and the Holy Spirit, be
honor and glory forever.

Congregation: Amen.

BLESSING
Worship Leader: The Lord bless you and keep you. The Lord’s face shine on you with
grace and mercy. The Lord look upon you with favor and + give you peace .

Congregation: Amen.

SENDING SONG Doxology
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Text: Thomas Ken, 1637-1711
bMusic: OLD HUNDREDTH, Louis Bourgeuois, 1310-1561



DISMISSAL

Pastor: Together we have heard God’s Word and joined in prayer, we have given and
have been forgiven. Now our service of worship has ended, and our service to the world
begins! Go in peace. Christ is with you.

Congregation: Thanks be to God!
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