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Welcome! On the first Sunday of Christmas we find the boy Samuel and the boy Jesus, both in 

the temple, both growing in wisdom and stature and in favor with God and humankind. We too 

have returned to the house of God “to sing psalms, hymns, and spiritual songs to God,” who has 

gifted us with a savior. As the festival continues, “let the peace of Christ rule in your hearts.” It 

is Christmas, still.   
 
PRELUDE    Go Tell it on the Mountain (Handbell Choir)              
 

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS    

Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, who sends the word with angels, who is made flesh 
among all peoples, and who breathes peace on all the earth. 
Congregation: Amen. 
In Christ, we are bold to name our sin and cry out for peace. 

Silence is kept for reflection. 

Holy God, 
Congregation: we confess our sin before you. We replace compassion with competition. 
We seek what is mighty while ignoring the meek. We are quick to anger but slow to 
forgive. We have not put on love in harmony with you. Wrap us in the grace of your 
powerful Word. Swaddle our hearts with your peace, that all we do, in word or deed, 
may reflect your love born among us. Amen. 
 
I bring you good news of great joy for all people: God has come among us in the child born of 

Mary, Christ the Lord. ☩ In Christ your sins are forgiven and you are clothed in peace. 
Congregation: Amen. 
 
GATHERING HYMN     Angels, from the Realms of Glory   



GREETING  

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit be 

with you all. 

Congregation: And also with you. 
 

PRAYER OF THE DAY  
Let us pray. Shine into our hearts the light of your wisdom, O God, and open our minds to the 
knowledge of your word, that in all things we may think and act according to your good will 
and may live continually in the light of your Son, Jesus Christ, who lives and reigns with you 
and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.  
Congregation: Amen. 
 

FIRST READING   1 Samuel 2:18-20, 26                                        

Introduction to the Lesson: Having dedicated her son Samuel to God’s service, Hannah visits 
him every year when she and her husband Elkanah come to the temple to offer sacrifices. God 
grants Hannah more children, and Samuel himself gains favor in the sight of all. 
 

Reader:     18Samuel was ministering before the Lord, a boy wearing a linen ephod. 19His 
mother used to make for him a little robe and take it to him each year, when she went up with 
her husband to offer the yearly sacrifice. 20Then Eli would bless Elkanah and his wife, and say, 
“May the Lord repay you with children by this woman for the gift that she made to the Lord”; 
and then they would return to their home. 
  26Now the boy Samuel continued to grow both in stature and in favor with the Lord and with 
the people. 
 
After the reading... 

Reader: The word of the Lord.   

Congregation: Thanks be to God. 
 

SECOND READING  Colossians 3:12-17  

Introduction to the Lesson: Just as newly baptized Christians in the early church were clothed 
with new garments upon arising from the baptismal waters, so all who have received God’s gift 
of life in Jesus Christ are covered with the character of Christ. 

 



Reader:  12As God’s chosen ones, holy and beloved, clothe yourselves with compassion, 
kindness, humility, meekness, and patience. 13Bear with one another and, if anyone has a 
complaint against another, forgive each other; just as the Lord has forgiven you, so you also 
must forgive. 14Above all, clothe yourselves with love, which binds everything together in 
perfect harmony. 15And let the peace of Christ rule in your hearts, to which indeed you were 
called in the one body. And be thankful. 16Let the word of Christ dwell in you richly; teach and 
admonish one another in all wisdom; and with gratitude in your hearts sing psalms, hymns, and 
spiritual songs to God. 17And whatever you do, in word or deed, do everything in the name of 
the Lord Jesus, giving thanks to God the Father through him. 
 

Reader: The word of the Lord.   

Congregation: Thanks be to God. 
 

We stand 
GOSPEL LESSON     Luke 2:41-52  

Introduction to the Gospel: Jesus grew up in a family that went to the Passover festival each 
year. It was in this environment of faithful adherence to the law that Jesus grew into spiritual 
maturity and an understanding of his identity and mission. 

  
Worship Leader: The Holy Gospel according to Luke in the 2nd chapter. 
Congregation: Glory to you, O Lord. 
  

Worship Leader: 41Now every year [Jesus’] parents went to Jerusalem for the festival of the 
Passover. 42And when he was twelve years old, they went up as usual for the festival. 43When 
the festival was ended and they started to return, the boy Jesus stayed behind in Jerusalem, but 
his parents did not know it. 44Assuming that he was in the group of travelers, they went a day’s 
journey. Then they started to look for him among their relatives and friends. 45When they did 
not find him, they returned to Jerusalem to search for him. 46After three days they found him in 
the temple, sitting among the teachers, listening to them and asking them questions. 47And all 
who heard him were amazed at his understanding and his answers. 48When his parents saw him 
they were astonished; and his mother said to him, “Child, why have you treated us like this? 
Look, your father and I have been searching for you in great anxiety.” 49He said to them, “Why 
were you searching for me? Did you not know that I must be in my Father’s house?” 50But they 
did not understand what he said to them. 51Then he went down with them and came to Nazareth, 
and was obedient to them. His mother treasured all these things in her heart. 
  52And Jesus increased in wisdom and in years, and in divine and human favor. 
 

After the reading... 

Pastor: The gospel of the Lord. 

Congregation: Praise to you, O Christ. 

We sit 
 

SERMON   
 



HYMN OF THE DAY           Good King Wenceslas   verses 1-3   

"Hither, page, and stand by me, 

if thou know'st it, telling, 

Yonder peasant, who is he? 

Where and what his dwelling?" 

"Sire, he lives a good league hence, 

underneath the mountain; 

Right against the forest fence, 

by Saint Agnes' fountain."     



"Bring me flesh, and bring me wine, 

bring me pine logs hither: 

Thou and I shall see him dine, 

when we bear them thither." 

Page and monarch, forth they went, 

forth they went together; 

Through the rude wind's wild lament 

and the bitter weather.  

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 

Each petition ends        “Lord, in your mercy”         and we respond    “Hear our prayer.” 

Prayers are requested for: Dale Willman, Jennifer Martinez, Bobby Crowel, Marc Calhoun, 
Linda Almond, Barbara Haseley, Duke Tieman, Betty Biddle, Cathi Adams, Michael Morales, 
Gloria Holtzclaw, Betty Daege, Dianne William, Rosemarie & George Smith, Rev. Lydia 
Villanueva and family, Don Eunis, Lorraine Reinhard, Bonnie Redler, Kathy Leotta, Brytt 
Mathis, Joseph Valentin, Rita Burneik, Bobby Schlegel, Hilda Taylor, Carl Stone, Neftali 
Garcia & family, Susan Gunn, Roy Pruitt, Deacon Connie Puls, Joan Keeton, Rose Marie Piff, 
Vicki Kennedy, Gail Elder, Jason Meadows, Bishop Pedro Suarez, Pastor Courtney Erzkus and 
family, Ralph Burson, Ellen Duncan, Luanne Sekel, Lorraine Chavez, Skylar Favos, Audrey 
Fisher, April and David, Jennifer Martinez, Sonya and Abigail Stone, Dennis Bruder, Carolyn 
Milsap, and all those suffering from violence, terror, and natural disasters (including all those 
impacted by COVID-19 & this hurricane season).  
  
OFFERING  
 

OFFERING PRAYER  
Assisting Minister: Let us pray. God of our waiting and watching, we offer the gifts of our 
hearts and our lives to the service of all your people. Prepare the way before us as we meet you 
in this simple meal, through Christ Jesus, our pathway and our peace. Congregation: Amen.  

 

DIALOGUE  

Pastor: The Lord be with you.  

Congregation: And also with you. 

Pastor: Lift up your hearts.  

Congregation: We lift them to the Lord. 

Pastor: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.  

Congregation: It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
 

PREFACE  

It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times and in all places give thanks 
and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, through our Savior Jesus Christ. You comforted 



your people with the promise of the Redeemer, through whom you will also make all things 
new in the day when he comes to judge the world in righteousness. And so, with all the choirs 
of angels, with the church on earth and the hosts of heaven, we praise your name.   
 

THANKSGIVING AT THE TABLE                                     

Holy One, the beginning and the end, the giver of life: Blessed are you for the birth of creation. 
Blessed are you in the darkness and in the light. Blessed are you for your promise to your 
people. Blessed are you in the prophets’ hopes and dreams. Blessed are you for Mary’s 
openness to your will. Blessed are you for your Son Jesus, the Word made flesh. 
 
In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; broke it, and 
gave it to his disciples, saying: Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. Do this for the 
remembrance of me. 
 
Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to drink, saying: This cup 
is the new covenant in my blood, shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin. Do 
this for the remembrance of me. Let us proclaim the mystery of faith:  
Congregation: Christ has died. Christ is risen. Christ will come again. 
  

Holy God, we long for your Spirit. Come among us. Bless this meal. May your Word take flesh 
in us. Awaken your people. Fill us with your light. Bring the gift of peace on earth. 
Congregation: Come, Holy Spirit. 
  

LORD’S PRAYER   

Pastor: Lord, remember us in your kingdom and teach us to pray in the language closest to our 

hearts. 

Congregation: Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, 

thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive 

us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into 

temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the 

glory, forever and ever. Amen. 
 

SPECIAL MUSICAL OFFERING         Christmas Mosaic    by R. Lamb  

 

TABLE BLESSING 

Pastor: The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you in his grace. 
Congregation: Amen. 

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION  

Assisting Minister: Let us pray. Most High God, you have come among us at this table. By the 
Spirit’s power, form us to be bearers of your word, sharing gifts of mercy and grace with all, 
through Christ Jesus, our host and our guest.  Congregation: Amen. 
 

 



SENDING OF COMMUNION 

Pastor: Gracious God, loving all your family with a mother’s tender care: As you sent the angel 

to feed Elijah with heavenly bread, assist those who set forth to share your word and sacrament 

with those who are sick, homebound, or imprisoned. In your love and care, nourish and 

strengthen those who will receive this sacrament, and give us all the comfort of your abiding 

presence through the body and blood of your Son, Jesus Christ, our Lord.  

Congregation: Amen. 
 

BLESSING   

Pastor: The God of hope fill us with all joy and peace in believing, so that we may abound in 

hope by the power of the Holy Spirit, through Christ Jesus ☩ for whom we wait.  
Congregation: Amen. 
 

SENDING SONG            Good King Wenceslas  vs. 4 & 5   

"Sire, the night is darker now, 

and the wind blows stronger; 

Fails my heart, I know not how; 

I can go no longer." 

"Mark my footsteps, good my page. 

Tread thou in them boldly 

Thou shalt find the winter's rage 

freeze thy blood less coldly." 

 

In his master's steps he trod, 

where the snow lay dinted; 

Heat was in the very sod 

which the saint had printed. 

Therefore, Christian folk, be sure, 

wealth or rank possessing, 

Ye who now will bless the poor, 

shall yourselves find blessing.  
  

DISMISSAL 

Assisting Minister: Together we have heard God’s Word and shared in the Lord’s Supper, we 
have given and have been forgiven. Now as this service of worship is ending, this week’s 
service to the world is beginning! Go in peace. The living Word dwells in you. 
Congregation: Thanks be to God! 
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