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The mustard seed becomes a great shrub that shelters the birds, recalling ancient images of the
tree of life. We’d expect a cedar or a sequoia, but Jesus finds the power of God better imaged in
a tiny, no-account seed. It’s not the way we expect divine activity to look. Yet the tree of life is
here, in the cross around which we gather, the tree into which we are grafted through baptism,
the true vine that nourishes us with its fruit in the cup we share. It may not appear all that
impressive, but while nobody’s looking it grows with a power beyond our understanding.

GATHERING HYMN There in God’s Garden vs. 1 & 4
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1 There m God’s gar - den stands the Tree of Wis - dom,
2 Its name is Je - sus, name that says, “Our Sav - ior!”
3 Thorns not its own  are tan - gled in its fo - liage;
4 See how its branch - es reach to us in wel - come;
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whose leaves hold  forth the heal - ing of the na - tions:
There on its branch - es see the scars of suf - f'ring;
our greed has starved i, our de-spite has  choked it.
hear  what the Voice  says, “Come to me, ye wea - ry!
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Tree of all knowl - edge, Tree of all com -
see there the ten - drils of our hu - man
Yet, look! it lives! its grief has not de -
Give me your sick - ness, give me all your
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pas - sion, Tree of all beau - ty.
self - hood feed on its life - blood.
stroyed it nor fire con - sumed it.
sor - row, I will give  bless - ing.”

Text: Kirdly Imre von Pécselyi, c. 1590—c. 1641; tr. Erik Routley, 1917-1982
Music: SHADES MoUNTAIN, K. Lee Scott, b. 1950
Text © 1976 Hinshaw Music, Inc.
Music © 1987 Birnamwood Publications, a div. of MorningStar Music Publishers, Inc.

Duplication in any form prohibited without permission or valid license from copyright administrator.




GREETING

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit be
with you all.

Congregation: And also with you.

PRAYER OF THE DAY

Let us pray. O God, you are the tree of life, offering shelter to all the world. Graft us into
yourself and nurture our growth, that we may bear your truth and love to those in need, through
Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.

Congregation: Amen.

FIRST READING Ezekiel 17:22-24
Introduction to the Lesson: Tree imagery is used in a messianic prophecy to tell how the LORD
will choose someone from Judah’s royal family (the cedar tree) to reign over all creation. This

tree will be planted on Mount Zion, the location of the holy temple.

“Thus says the Lord Gob:

I myself will take a sprig
from the lofty top of a cedar;
I will set it out.

I will break off a tender one
from the topmost of its young twigs;

I myself will plant it
on a high and lofty mountain.

~’On the mountain height of Israel
[ will plant it,

in order that it may produce boughs and bear fruit,
and become a noble cedar.

Under it every kind of bird will live;
in the shade of its branches will nest
winged creatures of every kind.

“All the trees of the field shall know
that [ am the Lorbp.

I bring low the high tree,

I make high the low tree;

I dry up the green tree
and make the dry tree flourish.

I the LorDp have spoken;

I will accomplish it.

The reading is concluded:
Reader: The word of the Lord.
Congregation: Thanks be to God.



SECOND READING 2 Corinthians 5:6-17

Introduction to the Lesson: Paul encourages believers to live by faith and not by sight. We do
not consider Jesus from a human perspective but through the eyes of faith, believing he died for
all and was raised. All who are in Christ are now in God’s new creation.

°So we are always confident; even though we know that while we are at home in the body we
are away from the Lord—'for we walk by faith, not by sight. “Yes, we do have confidence, and
we would rather be away from the body and at home with the Lord. "So whether we are at home
or away, we make it our aim to please him. ""For all of us must appear before the judgment seat
of Christ, so that each may receive recompense for what has been done in the body, whether
good or evil.

"Therefore, knowing the fear of the Lord, we try to persuade others; but we ourselves are
well known to God, and I hope that we are also well known to your consciences. "We are not
commending ourselves to you again, but giving you an opportunity to boast about us, so that
you may be able to answer those who boast in outward appearance and not in the heart. "For if
we are beside ourselves, it is for God; if we are in our right mind, it is for you. “For the love of
Christ urges us on, because we are convinced that one has died for all; therefore all have died.
“And he died for all, so that those who live might live no longer for themselves, but for him
who died and was raised for them.

"“From now on, therefore, we regard no one from a human point of view; even though we
once knew Christ from a human point of view, we know him no longer in that way. '"So if
anyone is in Christ, there is a new creation: everything old has passed away; see, everything has
become new!

After the reading...
Reader: The word of the Lord.

Congregation: Thanks be to God.

We stand
GOSPEL Mark 4:26-34

Introduction to the Lesson: Jesus frequently uses parables to teach ordinary people as they are
able to hear and understand. Images of sowing and growing show the vitality of God'’s
kingdom.

Pastor: The Holy Gospel according to Mark in the 4th chapter.
Congregation: Glory to you, O Lord.

“[Jesus] said, “The kingdom of God is as if someone would scatter seed on the ground, ’and
would sleep and rise night and day, and the seed would sprout and grow, he does not know
how. ““The earth produces of itself, first the stalk, then the head, then the full grain in the head.
“’But when the grain is ripe, at once he goes in with his sickle, because the harvest has come.”

“"He also said, “With what can we compare the kingdom of God, or what parable will we use
for it? "'It is like a mustard seed, which, when sown upon the ground, is the smallest of all the
seeds on earth; “yet when it is sown it grows up and becomes the greatest of all shrubs, and
puts forth large branches, so that the birds of the air can make nests in its shade.”



“With many such parables he spoke the word to them, as they were able to hear it; “he did
not speak to them except in parables, but he explained everything in private to his disciples.

After the reading...
The gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, O Christ.
We sit
SERMON
HYMN OF THE DAY For the Fruit of All Creation vs. 1 & 2
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I For the fruit of all cre - a - tion, thanks be to God.
2 In the just re - ward of la- bor, God’s will 1s done.
3 For the har-vests of the Spir-it, thanks be to  God.
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For these gifts to ev - ’'ry na - tion, thanks be to  God.
In the help we give  our neigh-bor, God’s will is done.
For the good we all in - her - it, thanks be to God.
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For the plow-ing, sow-ing,reap-ing, si-lent growth while we are sleep-ing,
In our world-wide task of car-ing for the hun - gry and de - spair-ing,
For the won - ders that as-toundus, for the truths that still con-found us,
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fu - ture needs in  earth’s safe-keep-ing, thanks be to  God.
n the har- vests we are shar-ing, God’s will is done.
most of all, that love has found us, thanks be to God.

Text: Fred Pratt Green, 1903-2000
Music: AR HYD Y NOS, Welsh traditional
Text © 1970 Hope Publishing Company, Carol Stream, IL 60188. All rights reserved. Used by permission.

Duplication in any form prohibited without permission or valid license from copyright administrator.



PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION
Each petition ends “Lord, in your mercy” and we respond “Hear our prayer.”

Prayers are requested for: Marc Calhoun, Linda Almond, Barbara Haseley, Duke Tieman,
Betty Biddle, Cathi Adams, Michael Morales, Wade Buehler, Gloria Holtzclaw, Betty Daege,
Dianne Willan, Rosemarie & George Smith, Karen Bates, Rev. Lydia Villanueva and family,
Don Eunis, Lorraine Reinhard, Bonnie Redler, Kathy Leotta, Brytt Mathis, Joseph Valentin,
Rita Burneik, Bobby Schlegel, Hilda Taylor, George Clark, Jill Grote, Larry Timmons, Carl
Stone, Neftali Garcia & family, Susan Gunn, Roy Pruitt, Iris Valentin, Deacon Connie Puls,
Joan Keeton, Rose Marie Piff, Gary Mostrum, Vicki Kennedy, Gail Elder, Jason Meadows,
Bishop Pedro Suarez, Pastor Courtney Erzkus and family, Ralph Burson, Ellen Duncan, Luanne
Sekel, Lorraine Chavez, Pat Fredell, Skylar Favos, Audrey Fisher, April and David, and all
those suffering from violence, terror, and natural disasters (including all those impacted by
COVID-19).

OFFERING

OFFERING PRAYER

Pastor: Let us pray. Jesus, Bread of life, you have set this table with your very self, and called
us to the feast of plenty. Gather what has been sown among us, and strengthen us in this meal.
Make us to be what we receive here, your body for the life of the world.

Congregation: Amen.

DIALOGUE

Pastor: The Lord be with you.

Congregation: And also with you.

Pastor: Lift up your hearts.

Congregation: We lift them to the Lord.

Pastor: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
Congregation: It is right to give our thanks and praise.

PREFACE

It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times and in all places give thanks
and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, through our Savior Jesus Christ; who on this day
overcame death and the grave, and by his glorious resurrection opened to us the way of
everlasting life. And so, with all the choirs of angels, with the church on earth and the hosts of
heaven, we praise your name.

THANKSGIVING AT THE TABLE

Holy, mighty, and merciful Lord, heaven and earth are full of your glory. In great love you sent
to us Jesus, your Son, who reached out to heal the sick and suffering, who preached good news
to the poor, and who, on the cross, opened his arms to all.



In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; broke it, and
gave it to his disciples, saying: Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. Do this for the
remembrance of me.

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to drink, saying: This cup
is the new covenant in my blood, shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin. Do
this for the remembrance of me.

Pour out upon us the Spirit of your love, O Lord, and unite the wills of all who share this
heavenly food, the body and blood of Jesus Christ, our Lord; to whom, with you and the Holy
Spirit, be all honor and glory, now and forever.

Congregation: Amen.

LORD’S PRAYER

Pastor: Lord, remember us in your kingdom and teach us to pray in the language closest to our
hearts.

Congregation: Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come,
thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive
us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into
temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the
glory, forever and ever. Amen.

TABLE BLESSING

Pastor: The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you in his grace.
Congregation: Amen.

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION

Pastor: Let us pray. Jesus, Bread of life, we have received from your table more than we could
ever ask. As you have nourished us in this meal, now strengthen us to love the world with your
own life. In your name we pray.

Congregation: Amen.

SENDING OF COMMUNION

Pastor: Gracious God, loving all your family with a mother’s tender care: As you sent the angel
to feed Elijah with heavenly bread, assist those who set forth to share your word and sacrament
with those who are sick, homebound, or imprisoned. In your love and care, nourish and
strengthen those who will receive this sacrament, and give us all the comfort of your abiding
presence through the body and blood of your Son, Jesus Christ, our Lord.

Congregation: Amen.



BLESSING
Pastor: The Lord bless you and keep you. The Lord’s face shine on you with grace and mercy.

The Lord look upon you with favor and +F give you peace.
Congregation: Amen.

SENDING SONG Lord, Let My Heart Be Good Soil (sung twice)
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Lord, let my heart be good soil, where love can grow and peace is un-der-stood.
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When my heart is hard, break the stone a - way. When my heart is cold,
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warm 1t with the day.  When my heart is lost, lead me on your way.
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Lord, let my heart, Lord, let my heart, Lord, let my heart be good soil.

Text: Handt Hanson, b. 1950
Music: GOOD SOIL, Handt Hanson

Text and music © 1985 Prince of Peace Publishing, Changing Church, Inc., admin. Augsburg Fortress.

Duplication in any form prohibited without permission or valid license from copyright administrator.

DISMISSAL

Together we have heard God’s Word and shared in the Lord’s Supper, we have given and have
been forgiven. Now as this service of worship is ending, this week’s service to the world is

beginning! Share the good news.
Congregation: Thanks be to God!
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