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Welcome! The glory of God is often revealed when and where it is least expected. God uses our
lips to declare that glory, inexperienced and hesitant though they may be. God uses our love to
demonstrate that glory and so urges us to exercise it. God uses Jesus of Nazareth, water and the
word, bread and wine, to reveal God’s glory where and when God chooses. Take heed, lest the
glory of God slip through our midst unnoticed.

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS

Blessed be the holy Trinity, + one God, who creates us, redeems us, and calls us by name.
Congregation: Amen.
Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another.

Silence is kept for reflection.

Holy God,

Congregation: we confess that we have sinned against you and your beloved children. We
have turned our faces away from your glory when it did not appear as we expected. We
have rejected your word when it made us confront ourselves. We have failed to show
hospitality to those you called us to welcome. Accept our repentance for the things we
have done and the things we have left undone. For the sake of Jesus Christ, have mercy on
us. Forgive us and lead us, that we may bathe in the glory of your Son born among us, and
reflect your love for all creation. Amen.

Rejoice in this good news: In + Christ Jesus, your sins are forgiven. You are descendants of the
Most High, adopted into the household of Christ, and inheritors of eternal life. Live as freed and
forgiven children of God.

Congregation: Amen.

GATHERING HYMN Dearest Jesus, at Your Word verses 1 & 3
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I Dear-est Je - sus, at  your word we have come a -
2 All  our knowl-edge, sense, and sight lie in  deep - est
3 Ra - diance of God’s glo - ry bright, Light of Light from
4 Fa - ther, Son, and Ho - ly Ghost, praise to  you and
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gain  to hear you; let our thoughts and hearts be stirred
dark - ness shroud - ed till your Spir - it breaks the  night,

God pro - ceed - ing, Je - sus, send your bless -ed light;
ad - o - ra - tion! Grant us what we need the  most:
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and in glow-ing faith be  near you as the prom - is -
fill - ing us with light wun - cloud - ed. All  good thoughts and
help our hear-ing, speak - ing, heed - ing, that our prayers and

all your gos-pel's con - so - la - tion while we here on
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es here giv - en draw us whol - ly up to heav - en.
all good liv - ing come but by  your gra - cious giv - ing.
songs may please you, as  with grate - ful hearts we praise you.
earth a - wait you, till in heav’n with praise we  greet you.

Text: Tobias Clausnitzer, 1619-1684, sts. 1-3; Gesangbich, Berlin, 1707, st. 4; tr. Catherine Winkworth, 1827-1878, adapt.
Music: LIEBSER JESU, WIR SIND HIER, Johann R. Ahle, 1625-1673

GREETING

Pastor: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy
Spirit be with you all. Congregation: And also with you.

PRAYER OF THE DAY

Pastor: Let us pray. Almighty and ever-living God, increase in us the gifts of faith, hope, and
love; and that we may obtain what you promise, make us love what you command, through
your Son, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Congregation: Amen.

FIRST READING Jeremiah 1:4-10
Introduction to the Lesson: God calls Jeremiah to be a prophet and consecrates him in the
womb. Jeremiah’s task is to preach God’s word amid the difficult political realities of his time,

before the Babylonian exile. He is to make God known not only to Judah, but also to the
nations.

Reader: ‘Now the word of the LorRD came to me saying,

*“Before I formed you in the womb I knew you,

and before you were born I consecrated you;

I appointed you a prophet to the nations.”
Then I said, “Ah, Lord Gop! Truly I do not know how to speak, for I am only a boy.” 'But the
LoRrbp said to me,

“Do not say, ‘I am only a boy’;

for you shall go to all to whom I send you,

and you shall speak whatever I command you.



‘Do not be afraid of them,
for I am with you to deliver you,
says the LORD.”
"Then the LorD put out his hand and touched my mouth; and the LorD said to me,
“Now I have put my words in your mouth.
"“See, today I appoint you over nations and over kingdoms,
to pluck up and to pull down,
to destroy and to overthrow,
to build and to plant.”

After the reading...
Reader: The word of the Lord. Congregation: Thanks be to God.

SECOND READING 1 Corinthians 13:1-13

Introduction to the Lesson: Christians in Corinth prided themselves on their spiritual gifts. Paul
reminds them that God gives us many gifts through the Holy Spirit, but the purpose behind all
of them is love, the kind of love that God showed us in Jesus Christ.

Reader: 'If I speak in the tongues of mortals and of angels, but do not have love, I am a noisy
gong or a clanging cymbal. “And if I have prophetic powers, and understand all mysteries and
all knowledge, and if I have all faith, so as to remove mountains, but do not have love, [ am
nothing. ‘If I give away all my possessions, and if [ hand over my body so that [ may boast, but
do not have love, I gain nothing.

‘Love is patient; love is kind; love is not envious or boastful or arrogant “or rude. It does not
insist on its own wayj; it is not irritable or resentful; ‘it does not rejoice in wrongdoing, but
rejoices in the truth. 'It bears all things, believes all things, hopes all things, endures all things.

‘Love never ends. But as for prophecies, they will come to an end; as for tongues, they will
cease; as for knowledge, it will come to an end. "For we know only in part, and we prophesy
only in part; '"but when the complete comes, the partial will come to an end. ''When [ was a
child, I spoke like a child, I thought like a child, I reasoned like a child; when I became an
adult, I put an end to childish ways. "For now we see in a mirror, dimly, but then we will see
face to face. Now I know only in part; then I will know fully, even as I have been fully known.
“And now faith, hope, and love abide, these three; and the greatest of these is love.

Reader: The word of the Lord. Congregation: Thanks be to God.

We stand
GOSPEL ACCLAMATION Halle, Halle, Hallelujah
Halle, halle, hallelujah.
Halle, halle, hallelujah.
Halle, halle, hallelujah.
Hallelujah. Hallelujah.



GOSPEL LESSON Luke 4:21-30

Introduction to the Gospel: People in Jesus’ hometown are initially pleased when he says that
God will free the oppressed. Their pleasure turns to rage when he reminds them that God’s
prophetic mission typically pushes beyond human boundaries so that mercy and healing are
extended to those regarded as outsiders.

Worship Leader: The Holy Gospel according to Luke in the 4th chapter.
Congregation: Glory to you, O Lord.

Pastor: “'Then [Jesus] began to say to [all in the synagogue in Nazareth,] “Today this scripture
has been fulfilled in your hearing.” ~*All spoke well of him and were amazed at the gracious
words that came from his mouth. They said, “Is not this Joseph’s son?” “He said to them,
“Doubtless you will quote to me this proverb, ‘Doctor, cure yourself!” And you will say, ‘Do
here also in your hometown the things that we have heard you did at Capernaum.”’” **And he
said, “Truly I tell you, no prophet is accepted in the prophet’s hometown. “'But the truth is,
there were many widows in Israel in the time of Elijah, when the heaven was shut up three
years and six months, and there was a severe famine over all the land; “°yet Elijah was sent to
none of them except to a widow at Zarephath in Sidon. “'There were also many lepers in Israel
in the time of the prophet Elisha, and none of them was cleansed except Naaman the Syrian.”
“When they heard this, all in the synagogue were filled with rage. “They got up, drove him out
of the town, and led him to the brow of the hill on which their town was built, so that they
might hurl him off the cliff. "But he passed through the midst of them and went on his way.

After the reading...
Pastor: The gospel of the Lord. Congregation: Praise to you, O Christ.
We sit

SERMON

HYMN OF THE DAY He Comes to Us as One Unknown verses 1 & 4
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1 He comes to us as one un-known, a breath un - seen, un -
2 He comes when souls in si - lence lie and thoughtsof day de -
3 He comes to us in sound of seas, the o - cean’s fume and
4 He comes in love as once he came by flesh and blood and
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heard; as though with-in a heart of stone, or shriv-eled seed in
part; half - seen up - on the in - ward eye, a  fall -ing star a -
foam; yet small and stull up - on the breeze,a wind that stirs the
birth; to bear with-in our mor - tal frame a life, a death, a
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dark-ness sown, a  pulse of be - ing stirred, a pulse of be-ing stirred.
cross the sky of night with-in  the heart, of night with-in the heart.
tops of ftrees, a voice to call us home, a voice to call us home.
sav - ing name, for ev-'ry child of earth, for ev-’ry child of earth.

Text: Timothy Dudley-Smith, b. 1926
Music: REPTON, C. Hubert H. Parry, 1848-1918
Text © 1984 Hope Publishing Company, Carol Stream, IL 60188. All rights reserved. Used by permission.

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION
Worship Leader: The Spirit of the Lord is poured out upon us in abundance; so we are bold to
pray for the church, the world, and all that God has made.

A brief silence.

Prayer Leader: Guide your church in the ways of faith, hope, and love. Cultivate ministries and
communities of compassion that bear witness to your enduring presence among us. God of
grace,

Congregation: hear our prayer.

Prayer Leader: Teach us to live in humility on the earth. Curb arrogance that leads to
destruction of natural resources and disregard for future generations. Inspire the work of
scientists who urge us to live in harmony with your creation. Lord, in your mercy,
Congregation: hear our prayer.

Prayer Leader: You are the refuge of all who seek hope and freedom. Accompany immigrants,
refugees, and asylum seekers who cross borders to find safety and opportunity. Embolden
leaders to draft compassionate policies on behalf of migrants and those who assist them. Lord,
in your mercy,

Congregation: hear our prayer.

Prayer Leader: Love bears, believes, hopes, and endures all things. Comfort with your love all
who are lonely, fearful, or brokenhearted. Sustain the hope of all those who suffer in body or
spirit (especially Paul Taylor, Dale Willman, Jennifer Martinez, Bobby Crowel, Marc Calhoun,
Linda Almond, Barbara Haseley, Duke Tieman, Betty Biddle, Cathi Adams, Michael Morales,
Gloria Holtzclaw, Betty Daege, Dianne William, Rosemarie & George Smith, Rev. Lydia
Villanueva and family, Don Eunis, Lorraine Reinhard, Bonnie Redler, Kathy Leotta, Brytt
Mathis, Joseph Valentin, Rita Burneik, Bobby Schlegel, Carl Stone, Neftali Garcia & family,
Susan Gunn, Roy Pruitt, Deacon Connie Puls, Joan Keeton, Rose Marie Piff, Vicki Kennedy,
Gail Elder, Jason Meadows, Bishop Pedro Suarez, Pastor Courtney Erzkus and family, Ralph
Burson, Ellen Duncan, Luanne Sekel, Lorraine Chavez, Skylar Favos, Audrey Fisher, April and
David, Jennifer Martinez, Sonya and Abigail Stone, Dennis Bruder, Carolyn Milsap, and all
those suffering from violence, terror, and natural disasters. Lord, in your mercy,



Congregation: hear our prayer.

Prayer Leader: Your grace falls upon young and old alike. Bless the gifts of children in this
congregation and in this community. Give us humble hearts to follow their leadership. Inspire
us with their laughter, their insight, and their curiosity. Lord, in your mercy,

Congregation: hear our prayer.

Here other intercessions may be offered.

Prayer Leader: We praise you for those who have gone before us and now see you face to face
(especially). Abide with us in this mortal life until we rest in the arms of your neverending love.
Lord, in your mercy,

Congregation: hear our prayer.

Worship Leader: Since we have such great hope in your promises, O God, we lift these and all
of our prayers to you in confidence and faith; through Jesus Christ our Savior.
Congregation: Amen.

OFFERING

OFFERING PRAYER

Assisting Minister: Let us pray. Blessed are you, O God, Sovereign of the universe. You offer
us new beginnings and guide us on our journey. Lead us to your table, nourish us with this
heavenly food, and prepare us to carry your love to a hungry world, in the name of Christ our
light. Congregation: Amen.

THANKSGIVING FOR THE WORD

Worship Leader: O God of justice and love, we give thanks to you that you illumine our way
through life with the words of your Son. Give us the light we need, awaken us to the needs of
others, and at the end bring all the world to your feast; through Jesus Christ, our Savior and
Lord, to whom, with you and the Holy Spirit, be honor and glory forever. Congregation:
Amen.

LORD’S PRAYER

Pastor: Lord, remember us in your kingdom and teach us to pray in the language closest to our
hearts.

Congregation: Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come,
thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive
us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into
temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the
glory, forever and ever. Amen.



BLESSING
Pastor: The God of hope fill us with all joy and peace in believing, so that we may abound in

hope by the power of the Holy Spirit, through Christ Jesus * for whom we wait.
Congregation: Amen.

SENDING SONG Go, My Children, with My Blessing verses 1 & 2
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I “Go, my chil - dren, with my bless-ing, nev - er a - lone.
2 “Go, my chil -dren, sins for - giv - en, at peace and pure
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Wak - ing, sleep - ing, I am with you, you are my own.
Here you learned how much [ love you, what [ can cure.
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In  my love’s bap-tis - mal riv - er | have made you mine for-ev - er.

Here you heard my dear Son’s sto - ry,

here you touched him, saw his glo - ry.
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Go, my chil-dren, with my bless-ing, you are my own.
Go, my chil-dren, sins for - giv - en, at peace and pure.”

Text: Jaroslav J. Vajda, b. 1919, alt.
Music: AR HYDY NOS, Welsh traditional
Text © 1983 Concordia Publishing House

Duplication in any form prohibited without permission or valid license from copyright administratot.

DISMISSAL

Assisting Minister: Together we have heard God’s Word and joined in prayer, we have given
and have been forgiven. Now as this service of worship is ending, this week’s service to the
world is beginning! Go in peace. Rejoice in Christ our Savior.

Congregation: Thanks be to God!

From Sundays and Seasons.com. Copyright 2021 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved. Reprinted by permission under Augsburg Fortress Liturgies Annual License #27824. New Revised
Standard Version Bible, copyright 1989, Division of Christian Education of the National Council of the Churches of Christ in the United States of America. Hymns used with permission
under ONE LICENSE #738836-A. All rights reserved.



