
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

1812 North Highland Avenue                                             727-446-5026 

Clearwater, Florida  33755                                    office@GraceCLW.com 

Ministers:  The People of Grace Lutheran Church        Pastor: Rev. Jefferson Cox 



Welcome! The prophet Jeremiah speaks of the incurable wound of his suffering yet finds 

in God’s words the delight of his heart. When Peter doesn’t grasp Jesus’ words about 

suffering, Jesus tells the disciples they will find their lives in losing them. Such 

sacrificial love is described by Paul when he urges us to associate with the lowly and not 

repay evil with evil. In worship we gather as a community that we might offer ourselves 

for the sake of our suffering world.     

This is a special bulletin for Grace Lutheran Church. We have closed the Sanctuary to 

the general public amidst the COVID-19 pandemic. This bulletin is designed to be used 

at home by anyone who is baptized serving as the Worship Leader. If you use this 

bulletin for worship, either by itself or alongside our service on YouTube, please fill out 

the Attendance Record Form on our website: GraceCLW.com 
         

SERVICE OF THE 

WORD  
 

THANKSGIVING FOR BAPTISM   
Worship Leader: In the name of the Father, and of the ☩  Son, and of the Holy Spirit. 
Congregation: Amen. 
 
Worship Leader: Joined to Christ in the waters of baptism, we are clothed with God's 
mercy and forgiveness. Let us give thanks for the gift of baptism. 
 
Water may be poured into the font as the presiding minister gives thanks. 
Worship Leader: We give you thanks, O God, for in the beginning your Spirit moved 
over the waters and by your Word you created the world, calling forth life in which you 
took delight. Through the waters of the flood you delivered Noah and his family. 
Through the sea you led your people Israel from slavery into freedom. At the river your 
Son was baptized by John and anointed with the Holy Spirit. By water and your Word 
you claim us as daughters and sons, making us heirs of your promise and servants of all. 
 
Congregation: We praise you for the gift of water that sustains life, and above all 
we praise you for the gift of new life in Jesus Christ. Shower us with your Spirit, 
and renew our lives with your forgiveness, grace, and love. To you be given honor 
and praise through Jesus Christ our Lord in the unity of the Holy Spirit, now and 
forever. Amen. 
 
 



GATHERING SONG    Let Us Ever Walk with Jesus  vs. 1 & 2 



APOSTOLIC GREETING  

Worship Leader: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the 

communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 

Congregation: And also with you. 
 

PRAYER OF THE DAY 

Worship Leader: Let us pray together the Prayer of the Day. 
Congregation: O God, we thank you for your Son, who chose the path of suffering 
for the sake of the world. Humble us by his example, point us to the path of 
obedience, and give us strength to follow your commands, through Jesus Christ, 
our Savior and Lord. Amen. 
 

FIRST READING   Jeremiah 15:15-21                                        

Introduction to the Lesson: Jeremiah’s delight in the word of the Lord is contradicted by 

the heaviness of God’s hand upon him and God’s seeming unfaithfulness. God’s tough 

love to Jeremiah says that if he repents, he will be allowed to continue in his strenuous 

ministry. Jeremiah is strengthened by the simple words, “I am with you.”  

 

Reader:   15O Lord, you know; 

  remember me and visit me, 

  and bring down retribution for me on my persecutors. 

 In your forbearance do not take me away; 

  know that on your account I suffer insult. 

 16Your words were found, and I ate them, 

  and your words became to me a joy 

  and the delight of my heart; 

 for I am called by your name, 

  O Lord, God of hosts. 

 17I did not sit in the company of merrymakers, 

  nor did I rejoice; 

 under the weight of your hand I sat alone, 

  for you had filled me with indignation. 

 18Why is my pain unceasing, 

  my wound incurable, 

  refusing to be healed? 

 Truly, you are to me like a deceitful brook, 

  like waters that fail. 

 

 19Therefore thus says the Lord: 

 If you turn back, I will take you back, 



  and you shall stand before me. 

 If you utter what is precious, and not what is worthless, 

  you shall serve as my mouth. 

 It is they who will turn to you, 

  not you who will turn to them. 

 20And I will make you to this people 

  a fortified wall of bronze; 

 they will fight against you, 

  but they shall not prevail over you, 

 for I am with you 

  to save you and deliver you, 

 says the Lord. 

 21I will deliver you out of the hand of the wicked, 

  and redeem you from the grasp of the ruthless.  

 

After the reading... 

Reader: The word of the Lord.   

Congregation: Thanks be to God. 
 

PSALM: Psalm 26:1-8    

The psalm for the day is read responsively. 
 

Reader:   1Give judgment for me, O Lord, for I have lived with integrity; 

  I have trusted in the Lord and have not faltered. 

 

 2Test me, O Lord, and try me; 

  examine my heart and my mind. 

 

 3For your steadfast love is before my eyes; 

  I have walked faithfully with you. 

 

 4I have not sat with the worthless, 

  nor do I consort with the deceitful. 

 

 5I have hated the company of evildoers; 

  I will not sit down with the wicked. 

 

 6I will wash my hands in innocence, O Lord, 

  that I may go in procession round your altar, 



 

 7singing aloud a song of thanksgiving 

  and recounting all your wonderful deeds. 

 

 8Lord, I love the house in |which you dwell 

  and the place where your glory abides.   
 

SECOND READING  Romans 12:9-21  

Introduction to the Lesson: Paul presents benchmarks for faithful relationships with 
Christians and non-Christians. Love is the unflagging standard of our behavior. When 
we encounter evil, we do not resort to its tactics but seek to overcome it with good. 
While Christians cannot control the actions and attitudes of others, we seek to live at 
peace with all people. 
 
 

Reader: [Paul writes:] 9Let love be genuine; hate what is evil, hold fast to what is good; 
10love one another with mutual affection; outdo one another in showing honor. 11Do 
not lag in zeal, be ardent in spirit, serve the Lord. 12Rejoice in hope, be patient in 
suffering, persevere in prayer. 13Contribute to the needs of the saints; extend hospitality 
to strangers. 
  14Bless those who persecute you; bless and do not curse them. 15Rejoice with those 
who rejoice, weep with those who weep. 16Live in harmony with one another; do not be 
haughty, but associate with the lowly; do not claim to be wiser than you are. 17Do not 
repay anyone evil for evil, but take thought for what is noble in the sight of all. 18If it is 
possible, so far as it depends on you, live peaceably with all. 19Beloved, never avenge 
yourselves, but leave room for the wrath of God; for it is written, “Vengeance is mine, I 
will repay, says the Lord.” 20No, “if your enemies are hungry, feed them; if they are 
thirsty, give them something to drink; for by doing this you will heap burning coals on 
their heads.” 21Do not be overcome by evil, but overcome evil with good. 
 
After the reading... 
Reader: The word of the Lord.   

Congregation: Thanks be to God. 
 

GOSPEL LESSON     Matthew 16:21-28  

Introduction to the Gospel: After Peter confesses that Jesus is “the Messiah, the Son of 
the living God” (16:16), Jesus reveals the ultimate purpose of his ministry. These words 
prove hard to accept, even for a disciple whom Jesus has called a “rock.” 

 

Worship Leader:  The Holy Gospel according to Matthew in the 16th chapter.  

Congregation: Glory to you, O Lord. 
 

Worship Leader:  21From that time on, [after Peter confessed that Jesus was the 
Messiah,] Jesus began to show his disciples that he must go to Jerusalem and undergo 



great suffering at the hands of the elders and chief priests and scribes, and be killed, and 
on the third day be raised. 22And Peter took him aside and began to rebuke him, saying, 
“God forbid it, Lord! This must never happen to you.” 23But he turned and said to Peter, 
“Get behind me, Satan! You are a stumbling block to me; for you are setting your mind 
not on divine things but on human things.” 
  24Then Jesus told his disciples, “If any want to become my followers, let them deny 
themselves and take up their cross and follow me. 25For those who want to save their 
life will lose it, and those who lose their life for my sake will find it. 26For what will it 
profit them if they gain the whole world but forfeit their life? Or what will they give in 
return for their life? 
  27“For the Son of Man is to come with his angels in the glory of his Father, and then 
he will repay everyone for what has been done. 28Truly I tell you, there are some 
standing here who will not taste death before they see the Son of Man coming in his 
kingdom.” 
 
 

After the reading... 

Worship Leader: The gospel of the Lord.   

Congregation: Praise to you, O Christ. 
 

GOSPEL MESSAGE—From Sundays and Seasons 

Lost and Found 

In an age when self-actualization and “finding oneself” are high cultural values, it can be 
easy to see these tasks as a steady trajectory toward a fixed end, one that we can control. 

Jesus says, on the other hand, that in order to find our life—our identity—we must seek 
to lose it. We are to identify with Jesus so completely that he becomes our identity. And 
here’s the ace-in-the-hole, the part that even our therapists and life coaches can accept: 
It’s not that we identify with Jesus in order to forget who we are—to forget the 
childhood that wasn’t perfect, the mistakes we made as teenagers, and the people we’ve 
hurt along the way. We identify with Jesus in order to remember who we are—children 
of God who are created by God. 

So, what of Peter? He’s just been named the Rock and handed the keys to the kingdom. 
But he’s already trying so hard to protect this newfound identity that he forgets how he 
got it in the first place. It’s no wonder that when his hopes for the kingdom are 
threatened and Jesus talks about death, Peter is the one to say, “Hold up!” 

Jesus diagnoses Peter correctly—he is clinging to his new self-understanding as “right-
hand man” more than God. It’s his protectiveness and rigidity that earn him the name 
Satan, not his zeal. 

When Jesus says that we must lose our lives, he’s not offering a formula. Jesus is asking 
for a willingness to accept something different from what we’ve planned or expected, a 
willingness for Peter to relinquish his understanding of what it means to be the Rock. 
It’s only this willingness to follow a meandering path and to give up our control over the 
outcome that results in the found life we all look for. 



SERMON                 
 

HYMN OF THE DAY    Day by Day  vs. 1 & 2 

 

 



PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION  

Worship Leader: Confident of your care and helped by the Holy Spirit, we pray for the 
church, the world, and all who are in need. 

A brief silence. 

Prayer Leader: God of faithfulness, you bid your people to follow Jesus. Set the mind of 
your church on divine things. Grant us trust in you, that we lose our lives for the sake of 
Christ and thereby discover joy in life through him. Lord, in your mercy, 
Congregation: hear our prayer. 
 

Prayer Leader: God of wonder, the earth is yours and all that is in it. Heal your creation 
and give us eyes to see the world as you do. As the seasons change, pattern the rhythm 
of our lives in harmony with all creation. Lord, in your mercy, 
Congregation: hear our prayer. 
 
Prayer Leader: God of all nations, you call us to live peaceably with all. Give us ears to 
hear one another, even those we name as enemies. Fill all leaders with mercy and 
understanding, that they advocate and genuinely care for those who are poor and most 
vulnerable in their communities. Lord, in your mercy, 
Congregation: hear our prayer. 
 
Prayer Leader: God of salvation, you promise to deliver us. Give those who suffer a 
strong sense of your presence and love. Accompany those who are uncertain, raise the 
spirits of those who are despairing, and heal the sick (especially Marc Calhoun, Linda 
Almond, Barbara Haseley, Duke Tieman, Betty Biddle, Cathi Adams, Michael Morales, 
Wade Buehler, Gloria Holtzclaw, Betty Daege, Dianne William, Rosemarie & George 
Smith, Gary Neal, Karen Bates, Rev. Lydia Villanueva and family, Don Eunis, Lorraine 
Reinhard, Bonnie Redler, Kathy Leotta, Brytt Mathis, Joseph Valentin, Rita Burneik, 
Bobby Schlegel, Hilda Taylor, George Clark, Jill Grote, Larry Timmons, Carl Stone, 
Neftali Garcia and family, Kelly Sullivan, Susan Gunn, Roy Pruitt, Iris Valentin, Deacon 
Connie Puls, Joan Keeton, Steve Davis, Rose Marie Piff, Gary Mostrum, Vicki 
Kennedy, Gail Elder, Valerie Smutko, Jason Meadows, Missy, Penny, & Henry, Lisa and 
Ty Hauschild, Rob Rodriguez and family, Marcus de Souza Lima, Maria de Nazare & 
Michele Rios, Ana Agramonte, Bishop Pedro Suarez, Pastor Courtney Erzkus and 
family, those suffering from natural disasters (including COVID-19, Hurricane Isaias, 
and the flooding across the United States), violence, & terror, and the family and friends 
of the over 140,000 people in the United States & the 500,000 people worldwide who 
have died from COVID-19 including Anka Pink’s grandmother. Lord, in your mercy, 
Congregation: hear our prayer. 
 

Prayer Leader: God of community, you call us to rejoice in hope, be patient in suffering, 
and persevere in prayer. Make our congregation a workshop of your love. When we 
quarrel, bring reconciliation. Help us overcome evil with good. Lord, in your mercy, 
Congregation: hear our prayer. 
 

Here other intercessions may be offered. 



Prayer Leader: God of all grace, you give us everlasting life. In love we recall your holy 
ones who now live in your undying light (especially those who rest here in our 
Memorial Garden). In our remembering, give us a foretaste of the feast to come. Lord, in 
your mercy, 
Congregation: hear our prayer. 
 

Worship Leader: Receive these prayers, O God, and those too deep for words; through 
Jesus Christ our Lord. 
Congregation: Amen. 
 

OFFERING 

Offerings to the mission and ministry of Grace can be made online at GraceCLW.com 

(look for the “Donate” button), or by mailing a check to Grace Lutheran Church, 1812 

N. Highland Ave. Clearwater FL 33755. Thank you for your continued financial support 

during these uncertain times. You can also fill out your attendance form on our 

website. 

OFFERTORY 

 

 
 



OFFERING PRAYER   
Prayer Leader: God of goodness and growth, all creation is yours, and your faithfulness 

is as firm as the heavens. Water and word, wine and bread: these are signs of your 

abundant grace. Nourish us through these gifts, that we might proclaim your steadfast 

love in our communities & in the world, through Jesus Christ, our strength and our song.  

Congregation: Amen.  

LORD’S PRAYER   

Worship Leader: Lord, remember us in your kingdom and teach us to pray in the 

language closest to our hearts. 

Congregation: Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom 
come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; 
and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead 
us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the 
power, and the glory, forever and ever. Amen. 

 

THANKSGIVING FOR THE WORD  

Worship Leader: Let us pray. O God of justice and love, we give thanks to you that you 
illumine our way through life with the words of your Son. Give us the light we need, 
awaken us to the needs of others, and at the end bring all the world to your feast; 
through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, to whom, with you and the Holy Spirit, be 
honor and glory forever. 

Congregation: Amen. 
 

BLESSING   

Worship Leader: Neither death, nor life, nor angels, nor rulers, nor things present, nor 
things to come, nor powers, nor height, nor depth, nor anything else in all creation, will 
be able to separate us from the love of God in Christ Jesus. God, the creator, ☩ Jesus, the 

Christ, and the Holy Spirit, the comforter, bless you and keep you in eternal love. 
Congregation: Amen. 
 

SENDING SONG                Lift High the Cross  vs. 1 & 2  

           Verses are on the next page 



        

DISMISSAL 

Worship Leader: Together we have heard God’s Word and joined in prayer, we have 
given and have been forgiven. Now our service of worship has ended, and our service to 
the world begins! Go in peace. Christ is with you.  
Congregation: Thanks be to God. 
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