
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

1812 North Highland Avenue                                             727-446-5026 

Clearwater, Florida  33755                                    office@GraceCLW.com 

Ministers:  The People of Grace Lutheran Church        Pastor: Rev. Jefferson Cox 



Welcome! Conflict is a part of relationships and life in community. Jesus’ words in 

today's gospel are often used in situations having to do with church discipline. The 

prophet Ezekiel tells of warning the wicked to turn from their ways, and Paul reminds us 

that love is the fulfilling of the law. We gather in the name of Christ, assured that he is 

present among us with gifts of peace and reconciliation.     

This is a special bulletin for Grace Lutheran Church. We have closed the Sanctuary to 

the general public amidst the COVID-19 pandemic. This bulletin is designed to be used 

at home by anyone who is baptized serving as the Worship Leader. If you use this 

bulletin for worship, either by itself or alongside our service on YouTube, please fill out 

the Attendance Record Form on our website: GraceCLW.com 
         

SERVICE OF THE 

WORD  
 

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 

Worship Leader: Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, who creates, redeems, and 
sustains us and all of creation. 
Congregation: Amen. 
Worship Leader: Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another. 
 

Silence is kept for reflection. 
 

Worship Leader: Faithful God, 
Congregation: have mercy on us. We confess that we are captive to sin and cannot 
free ourselves. We turn from your loving embrace and go our own ways. We pass 
judgment on one another before examining ourselves. We place our own needs 
before those of our neighbors. We keep your gift of salvation to ourselves. Make us 
humble, cast away our transgressions, and turn us again to life in you through 
Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen. 

Worship Leader: God hears the cries of all who call out in need, and through his death 
and  resurrection, Christ has made us his own. Hear the truth that God proclaims: God 
forgives you of all of your sins. Led by the Holy Spirit, live in freedom and newness to 
do God’s work in the world. 
Congregation: Amen. 
 

 
 



GATHERING SONG    Awake, My Soul, and with the Sun vs. 1 & 2 

APOSTOLIC GREETING  

Worship Leader: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the 

communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 

Congregation: And also with you. 
 

PRAYER OF THE DAY 

Worship Leader: Let us pray together the Prayer of the Day. 
Congregation: O Lord God, enliven and preserve your church with your perpetual 
mercy. Without your help, we mortals will fail; remove far from us everything that 
is harmful, and lead us toward all that gives life and salvation, through Jesus 
Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen. 
 

 



FIRST READING   Ezekiel 33:7-11                                        

Introduction to the Lesson: God appointed Ezekiel as a sentinel for the house of Israel. 

Ezekiel must faithfully convey God’s warnings to the people. Remarkably, God—who is 

about to attack Jerusalem—gives a warning with the hope that repentance will make the 

attack unnecessary. 

 

Reader:   7So you, mortal, I have made a sentinel for the house of Israel; whenever 

you hear a word from my mouth, you shall give them warning from me. 8If I say to the 

wicked, “O wicked ones, you shall surely die,” and you do not speak to warn the wicked 

to turn from their ways, the wicked shall die in their iniquity, but their blood I will 

require at your hand. 9But if you warn the wicked to turn from their ways, and they do 

not turn from their ways, the wicked shall die in their iniquity, but you will have saved 

your life. 

  10Now you, mortal, say to the house of Israel, Thus you have said: “Our 

transgressions and our sins weigh upon us, and we waste away because of them; how 

then can we live?” 11Say to them, As I live, says the Lord God, I have no pleasure in the 

death of the wicked, but that the wicked turn from their ways and live; turn back, turn 

back from your evil ways; for why will you die, O house of Israel? 

 

After the reading... 

Reader: The word of the Lord.   

Congregation: Thanks be to God. 
 

PSALM: Psalm 119:33-40  

The psalm for the day is read responsively. 
 

Reader:   33Teach me, O Lord, the way of your statutes, 

  and I shall keep it to the end. 

 

 34Give me understanding, and I shall keep your teaching; 

  I shall keep it with all my heart. 

 

 35Lead me in the path of your commandments, 

  for that is my desire. 

 

 36Incline my heart to your decrees 

  and not to unjust gain. 



 

 37Turn my eyes from beholding falsehood; 

  give me life in your way. 

 

 38Fulfill your promise to your servant, 

  which is for those who fear you. 

 

 39Turn away the reproach that I dread, 

  because your judgments are good. 

 

 40Behold, I long for your commandments; 

  by your righteousness enliven me.   
 

SECOND READING  Romans 13:8-14  

Introduction to the Lesson: The obligation of Christians is to love one another and so 
fulfill the heart and goal of the law. Clothes make the person as we “put on the Lord 
Jesus Christ” and live today in light of the future God has in store for us. 

 
Reader: [Paul writes:] 8Owe no one anything, except to love one another; for the one 
who loves another has fulfilled the law. 9The commandments, “You shall not commit 
adultery; You shall not murder; You shall not steal; You shall not covet”; and any other 
commandment, are summed up in this word, “Love your neighbor as yourself.” 10Love 
does no wrong to a neighbor; therefore, love is the fulfilling of the law. 
 
  11Besides this, you know what time it is, how it is now the moment for you to wake 
from sleep. For salvation is nearer to us now than when we became believers; 12the 
night is far gone, the day is near. Let us then lay aside the works of darkness and put on 
the armor of light; 13let us live honorably as in the day, not in reveling and drunkenness, 
not in debauchery and licentiousness, not in quarreling and jealousy. 14Instead, put on 
the Lord Jesus Christ, and make no provision for the flesh, to gratify its desires. 
 
After the reading... 
Reader: The word of the Lord.   

Congregation: Thanks be to God. 
 

GOSPEL LESSON     Matthew 18:15-20  

Introduction to the Gospel: Jesus offers practical advice to his disciples on how 

individuals—and the church as a whole—should go about restoring relationships when 

one member has sinned against another.  
 

Worship Leader:  The Holy Gospel according to Matthew in the 18th chapter.  

Congregation: Glory to you, O Lord. 



 

Worship Leader:  [Jesus said to the disciples:] 15“If another member of the church sins 
against you, go and point out the fault when the two of you are alone. If the member 
listens to you, you have regained that one. 16But if you are not listened to, take one or 
two others along with you, so that every word may be confirmed by the evidence of two 
or three witnesses. 17If the member refuses to listen to them, tell it to the church; and if 
the offender refuses to listen even to the church, let such a one be to you as a Gentile and 
a tax collector. 18Truly I tell you, whatever you bind on earth will be bound in heaven, 
and whatever you loose on earth will be loosed in heaven. 19Again, truly I tell you, if 
two of you agree on earth about anything you ask, it will be done for you by my Father 
in heaven. 20For where two or three are gathered in my name, I am there among them.” 
 
 

After the reading... 

Worship Leader: The gospel of the Lord.   

Congregation: Praise to you, O Christ. 
 

GOSPEL MESSAGE—From Sundays and Seasons 

Restoring Right Relationships 

In today’s gospel reading, Jesus turns his attention to the community of believers. 
Matthew is the only gospel in which Jesus explicitly speaks about the church and 
therefore addresses some concerns of communal living. This week, Matthew provides a 
framework for responding to sin and conflict for the sake of restoration within a 
community. 

It is inevitable that in a relationship, a time comes when someone lets you down. They 
may disappoint you, fail to meet your expectations, hurt your feelings, disagree with 
you, misspeak, or break your trust. This happens in all relationships and in all places—
the church is no exception. Although these actions can be unintentional, occasionally 
relationships are scarred by purposeful acts of betrayal, abuse, deception, and malice. In 
all cases, Jesus’ way acknowledges the reality of broken people and relationships, and 
recommends a path forward. 

It is common to seek revenge or try to get even with those who have hurt us. We expect 
them to be punished for the wrong they have done. What Jesus proposes here is a system 
not of retributive justice but of restorative justice. Instead of demanding vengeance, we 
can engage the other person in order to heal and repair the relationship and community. 
We are to try multiple times, involving the community as needed, to make amends. We 
are not to give up on the ones who do harm, but to offer opportunities for dialogue and 
healing. 

Jesus does not abandon sinners or the church filled with conflicted believers. He comes 
among them as they listen to each other and works to restore their relationships. We 
practice the work of restoration every week by sharing a sign of peace with one another. 
In each exchange of peace, Jesus comes among us to offer grace and forgiveness. 

 



SERMON                 
 

HYMN OF THE DAY    There Is a Balm in Gilead  vs. 1 & 2 

 

 

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION  

Worship Leader: Confident of your care and helped by the Holy Spirit, we pray for the 
church, the world, and all who are in need. 

A brief silence. 

Prayer Leader: Unite your church, O God. Grant us the gifts of repentance and 
reconciliation. Bless the cooperative work of churches in this community. Strengthen 
ecumenical partnerships; guide the work of the Lutheran World Federation and the 
World Council of Churches. Lord, in your mercy, 
Congregation: hear our prayer. 
 



Prayer Leader: Protect your creation, O God. Teach us ways that do not harm what you 
have entrusted to our care. Renew and enliven places suffering from drought, flood, 
storms, or pollution (especially those places impacted by Hurricane Laura). Lord, in 
your mercy, 
Congregation: hear our prayer. 
 
Prayer Leader: Turn nations and leaders from ways that lead to death. Shape new paths 
toward peace and cooperation, teaching us to recognize one another as neighbors. Guide 
legislators, civil servants, judges, and police toward laws that protect the well-being of 
all. Lord, in your mercy, 
Congregation: hear our prayer. 
 
Prayer Leader: Tend to all in need of your compassion. Hear the cries of those awaiting 
justice and those yearning for forgiveness. Give community to the lonely and neighbors 
to the outcast. Shelter all who are vulnerable in body, mind, or spirit (especially Marc 
Calhoun, Linda Almond, Barbara Haseley, Duke Tieman, Betty Biddle, Cathi Adams, 
Michael Morales, Wade Buehler, Gloria Holtzclaw, Betty Daege, Dianne William, 
Rosemarie & George Smith, Gary Neal, Karen Bates, Rev. Lydia Villanueva and family, 
Don Eunis, Lorraine Reinhard, Bonnie Redler, Kathy Leotta, Brytt Mathis, Joseph 
Valentin, Rita Burneik, Bobby Schlegel, Hilda Taylor, George Clark, Jill Grote, Larry 
Timmons, Carl Stone, Neftali Garcia & family, Kelly Sullivan, Susan Gunn, Roy Pruitt, 
Iris Valentin, Deacon Connie Puls, Joan Keeton, Steve Davis, Rose Marie Piff, Gary 
Mostrum, Vicki Kennedy, Gail Elder, Valerie Smutko, Jason Meadows, Missy, Penny, & 
Henry, Lisa & Ty Hauschild, Rob Rodriguez & family, Marcus de Souza Lima, Maria de 
Nazare & Michele Rios, Ana Agramonte, Bishop Pedro Suarez, Pastor Courtney Erzkus 
and family, Ralph Burson, those suffering from natural disasters [including COVID-
19—especially Luanne & Larry Sekel, Hurricane Laura, and California wildfires], 
violence, & terror, and the family & friends of the 181,000+ people in the US & the 
832,000+ people worldwide who have died from COVID-19). . Lord, in your mercy, 
Congregation: hear our prayer. 
 

Prayer Leader: Sustain us in our work, O God, and give work to those who need it. 
Shape societies to ensure fair treatment for all who labor. Help us to love our neighbors 
in and through our work. Lord, in your mercy, 
Congregation: hear our prayer. 
 

Here other intercessions may be offered. 

Prayer Leader: We remember with thanksgiving those who have died in faith (especially 
those who rest here in our Memorial Garden). As you equipped them, equip us with your 
protection and power, until with them we see your salvation. Lord, in your mercy, 
Congregation: hear our prayer. 
 

Worship Leader: Receive these prayers, O God, and those too deep for words; through 
Jesus Christ our Lord. 
Congregation: Amen. 
 

 



OFFERING 

Offerings to the mission and ministry of Grace can be made online at GraceCLW.com 

(look for the “Donate” button), or by mailing a check to Grace Lutheran Church, 1812 

N. Highland Ave. Clearwater FL 33755. Thank you for your continued financial support 

during these uncertain times. You can also fill out your attendance form on our 

website. 

OFFERTORY 

 

 
OFFERING PRAYER   
Prayer Leader: God of goodness and growth, all creation is yours, and your faithfulness 

is as firm as the heavens. Water and word, wine and bread: these are signs of your 

abundant grace. Nourish us through these gifts, that we might proclaim your steadfast 

love in our communities & in the world, through Jesus Christ, our strength and our song.  

Congregation: Amen.  

 

 



LORD’S PRAYER   

Worship Leader: Lord, remember us in your kingdom and teach us to pray in the 

language closest to our hearts. 

Congregation: Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom 
come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; 
and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead 
us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the 
power, and the glory, forever and ever. Amen. 
 

THANKSGIVING FOR THE WORD  

Worship Leader: Praise and thanks to you, holy God, for by your Word you made all 

things: you spoke light into darkness, called forth beauty from chaos, and brought life 

into being. For your Word of life, O God, 

Congregation: we give you thanks and praise. 

 

Worship Leader: By your Word you called your people Israel to tell of your wonderful 

gifts: freedom from captivity, water on the desert journey, a pathway home from exile, 

wisdom for life with you. For your Word of life, O God, 

Congregation: we give you thanks and praise. 

 

Worship Leader: Through Jesus, your Word made flesh, you speak to us and call us to 

witness: forgiveness through the cross, life to those entombed by death, the way of your 

self-giving love. For your Word of life, O God, 

Congregation: we give you thanks and praise. 

 

Worship Leader: Send your Spirit of truth, O God; rekindle your gifts within us: renew 

our faith, increase our hope, and deepen our love, for the sake of a world in need. 

Faithful to your Word, O God, draw near to all who call on you; through Jesus Christ, 

our Savior and Lord, to whom, with you and the Holy Spirit, be honor and glory forever. 

Congregation: Amen. 
 

BLESSING   

Worship Leader: Neither death, nor life, nor angels, nor rulers, nor things present, nor 
things to come, nor powers, nor height, nor depth, nor anything else in all creation, will 
be able to separate us from the love of God in Christ Jesus. God, the creator, ☩ Jesus, the 

Christ, and the Holy Spirit, the comforter, bless you and keep you in eternal love. 
Congregation: Amen. 
 

 

 



SENDING SONG                Go, My Children, with My Blessing  vs. 1 & 2  

            

 

DISMISSAL 

Worship Leader: Together we have heard God’s Word and joined in prayer, we have 
given and have been forgiven. Now our service of worship has ended, and our service to 
the world begins! Go in peace. Christ is with you.  
Congregation: Thanks be to God. 
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