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Welcome! Matthew narrates one of Jesus’ controversial parables in which Jesus says that
the reign of God is like that of a landowner who pays his workers the same wage no
matter what time of day they began to work. When God changes God’s mind about
punishing Nineveh for their evil ways, Jonah is angry. Yet God is gracious and merciful,
abounding in steadfast love. In baptism we receive the grace of God that is freely given
to all. As Martin Luther wrote, in the presence of God’s mercy we are all beggars.

This is a special bulletin for Grace Lutheran Church. We have closed the Sanctuary to
the general public amidst the COVID-19 pandemic. This bulletin is designed to be used
at home by anyone who is baptized serving as the Worship Leader. If you use this
bulletin for worship, either by itself or alongside our service on YouTube, please fill out
the Attendance Record Form on our website: GraceCLW.com

SERVICE OF THE
WORD

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS

Worship Leader: Blessed be the holy Trinity, -+ one God, who creates, redeems, and
sustains us and all of creation.

Congregation: Amen.

Worship Leader: Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another.

Silence is kept for reflection.

Worship Leader: Faithful God,

Congregation: have mercy on us. We confess that we are captive to sin and cannot
free ourselves. We turn from your loving embrace and go our own ways. We pass
judgment on one another before examining ourselves. We place our own needs
before those of our neighbors. We keep your gift of salvation to ourselves. Make us
humble, cast away our transgressions, and turn us again to life in you through
Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen.

Worship Leader: God hears the cries of all who call out in need, and through his death
and resurrection, Christ has made us his own. Hear the truth that God proclaims: God
forgives you of all of your sins. Led by the Holy Spirit, live in freedom and newness to
do God’s work in the world.

Congregation: Amen.



GATHERING SONG Lord of All Hopefulness vs. 1, 2, & 4

N |
Y D |
G R | ]
~— o —.lL o g
1 Lord of all hope - ful - ness, Lord of all joy,
2 Lord of all ea - ger - ness, Lord of all faith,
3 Lord of all kind - Ii - ness, Lord of all grace,
4 Lord of all gen - tle - ness, Lord of all calm,
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whose trust, ev - er child - like, no cares could de - stroy:
whose strong hands were skilled at  the plane and the lathe:
your hands swift to wel - come, your arms to em - brace:
whose voice 1S con - tent-ment, whose pres-ence s balm:
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be there at our wak - ing, and give us, we pray,
be there at our la - bors, and give us, we pray,
be there at our hom - ing, and give us, we pray,
be there at our sleep-ing, and give us, we pray,
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your bliss in  our  hearts, Lord, at the break of  the day.
your strength in  our  hearts, Lord, at the noon of  the day.
your love in our hearts, Lord, at the eve of the day.
your peace in our hearts, Lord, at the end of  the day.

Text: Jan Struther, 1901-1953
Music: SLANE, Irish traditional
Text © Oxford University Press 1931.

Duplication in any form prohibited without permission or valid license from copyright administrator.

APOSTOLIC GREETING

Worship Leader: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the
communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.

Congregation: And also with you.



PRAYER OF THE DAY

Worship Leader: Let us pray together the Prayer of the Day.

Congregation: Almighty and eternal God, you show perpetual lovingkindness to us
your servants. Because we cannot rely on our own abilities, grant us your merciful
judgment, and train us to embody the generosity of your Son, Jesus Christ, our
Savior and Lord. Amen.

FIRST READING Jonah 3:10--4:11

Introduction to the Lesson: After Jonah'’s short sermon in 3:4, the Ninevites all repented
and God decided to spare the city. Jonah objected to this and became even more angry
when God ordered a worm to destroy a plant that was providing shade. The book ends
with a question that challenges any who are not ready to forgive: You, Jonah, are all
worked up about a bush, but shouldn’t I be concerned about a hundred and twenty
thousand Ninevites?

Reader: 10When God saw what [the people of Ninevah] did, how they turned from
their evil ways, God changed his mind about the calamity that he had said he would
bring upon them; and he did not do it.

4:1But this was very displeasing to Jonah, and he became angry. 2He prayed to the
Lord and said, “O Lord! Is not this what I said while I was still in my own country? That
is why I fled to Tarshish at the beginning; for I knew that you are a gracious God and
merciful, slow to anger, and abounding in steadfast love, and ready to relent from
punishing. 3And now, O Lord, please take my life from me, for it is better for me to die
than to live.” 4And the Lord said, “Is it right for you to be angry?” 5Then Jonah went
out of the city and sat down east of the city, and made a booth for himself there. He sat
under it in the shade, waiting to see what would become of the city.

6The Lord God appointed a bush, and made it come up over Jonah, to give shade
over his head, to save him from his discomfort; so Jonah was very happy about the bush.
7But when dawn came up the next day, God appointed a worm that attacked the bush, so
that it withered. 8When the sun rose, God prepared a sultry east wind, and the sun beat
down on the head of Jonah so that he was faint and asked that he might die. He said, “It
is better for me to die than to live.”

9But God said to Jonah, “Is it right for you to be angry about the bush?”” And he said,
“Yes, angry enough to die.” 10Then the Lord said, “You are concerned about the bush,
for which you did not labor and which you did not grow; it came into being in a night
and perished in a night. 11And should I not be concerned about Nineveh, that great city,
in which there are more than a hundred and twenty thousand persons who do not know
their right hand from their left, and also many animals?”



After the reading...
Reader: The word of the Lord.
Congregation: Thanks be to God.

PSALM: Psalm 103:8-13
The psalm for the day is read responsively.

Reader: 'I will exalt you, my God and king,
and bless your name forever and ever.

‘Every day will I bless you
and praise your name forever and ever.

‘Great 1s the LORD and greatly to be praised!
There is no end to your greatness.

‘One generation shall praise your works to another
and shall declare your power.

°T will speak of the glorious splendor of your majesty
and all your marvelous works.

“They shall tell of the might of your wondrous acts,
and I will recount your greatness.

"They shall publish the remembrance of your great goodness;
they shall sing joyfully of your righteousness.

“The LORD is gracious and full of compassion,
slow to anger and abounding in steadfast love.

SECOND READING Philippians 1:21-30

Introduction to the Lesson: Paul writes to the Philippians from prison. Though he is
uncertain about the outcome of his imprisonment, he is committed to the ministry of the
gospel and calls on the Philippians to live lives that reflect and enhance the gospel
mission.

Reader: [Paul writes:] 21For to me, living is Christ and dying is gain. 22If [ am to live in
the flesh, that means fruitful labor for me; and I do not know which I prefer. 231 am hard
pressed between the two: my desire is to depart and be with Christ, for that is far better;
24but to remain in the flesh is more necessary for you. 25Since I am convinced of this, |



know that I will remain and continue with all of you for your progress and joy in faith,
26so that I may share abundantly in your boasting in Christ Jesus when I come to you
again.

270nly, live your life in a manner worthy of the gospel of Christ, so that, whether I
come and see you or am absent and hear about you, I will know that you are standing
firm in one spirit, striving side by side with one mind for the faith of the gospel, 28and
are in no way intimidated by your opponents. For them this is evidence of their
destruction, but of your salvation. And this is God’s doing. 29For he has graciously
granted you the privilege not only of believing in Christ, but of suffering for him as
well—30since you are having the same struggle that you saw I had and now hear that |
still have.

After the reading...
Reader: The word of the Lord.

Congregation: Thanks be to God.

GOSPEL LESSON Matthew 20:1-16

Introduction to the Gospel: Jesus tells a parable about God’s generosity, challenging the
common assumption that God rewards people according to what they have earned or
deserve.

Worship Leader: The Holy Gospel according to Matthew in the 20th chapter.
Congregation: Glory to you, O Lord.

Worship Leader: [Jesus said to the disciples:] 1“The kingdom of heaven is like a
landowner who went out early in the morning to hire laborers for his vineyard. 2After
agreeing with the laborers for the usual daily wage, he sent them into his vineyard.
3When he went out about nine o’clock, he saw others standing idle in the marketplace;
4and he said to them, ‘You also go into the vineyard, and I will pay you whatever is
right.” So they went. 5$When he went out again about noon and about three o’clock, he
did the same. 6And about five o’clock he went out and found others standing around;
and he said to them, ‘Why are you standing here idle all day?’ 7They said to him,
‘Because no one has hired us.” He said to them, “You also go into the vineyard.” 8When
evening came, the owner of the vineyard said to his manager, ‘Call the laborers and give
them their pay, beginning with the last and then going to the first.” 9When those hired
about five o’clock came, each of them received the usual daily wage. 10Now when the
first came, they thought they would receive more; but each of them also received the
usual daily wage. 11And when they received it, they grumbled against the landowner,
12saying, ‘These last worked only one hour, and you have made them equal to us who
have borne the burden of the day and the scorching heat.” 13But he replied to one of
them, ‘Friend, I am doing you no wrong; did you not agree with me for the usual daily
wage? 14Take what belongs to you and go; I choose to give to this last the same as I
give to you. 15Am I not allowed to do what I choose with what belongs to me? Or are
you envious because I am generous?’ 16So the last will be first, and the first will be
last.”



After the reading...
Worship Leader: The gospel of the Lord.
Congregation: Praise to you, O Christ.

GOSPEL MESSAGE—From Sundays and Seasons
Leftovers

The last laborers to join the vineyard had spent their day being picked over. They were
the hiring process leftovers. Like the last kids remaining in a gym class team selection,
these laborers were for one reason or another deemed less valuable workers by the other
landowners. Perhaps they were less physically capable than others. Maybe their
strengths were not easily visible. Not being hired for work that day, they were standing
around with no purpose or potential for growth.

But we have a generous landowner who does not overlook anyone. This landowner
spends his entire day scouring the market for those who have been left behind and
securing a place for them in his vineyard. He gives them value and meaning. Jesus will
not rest until every lost and idle bystander has a place in the kingdom of heaven.

This radical generosity scandalizes the system that rewards people based on their merits
and outputs. But Jesus rewards people of all abilities and work ethics equally. In God’s
commonwealth, the leftover workers have as much value as those chosen first.

Eunice Kennedy Shriver was keenly aware of how people with intellectual disabilities
were defined by what they couldn’t do. She wanted to provide opportunities for them to
develop physical fitness, display courage, and find joy on the playing field. Her vision
grew into the Special Olympics movement. This inclusive and expansive glimpse into
the kingdom of heaven celebrates the athletic achievements of those who are often
excluded from the vineyard.

In worship, we practice leaning into Jesus’ vision as we gather around the table.
Regardless of our status or position, we are all on equal footing at Christ’s meal. We are
given the same portions of bread. We drink from the same cup. It does not matter if we
arrived late or early, young or old, grateful or ungrateful. Jesus has invited each of us
here. We have not been overlooked. We have been given our work for this day.

SERMON



HYMN OF THE DAY  Gracious Spirit, Heed Our Pleading:

Njoo kwetu, Roho mwema vs. 1 & 3

A I dl Vo P ' ray
| -
J T
Njo - o kwe-tu, Ro-ho mwe-ma, M - fa-ri -ji we - tu.
1 Gra - cious Spir - it,  heed our plead-ing, fash -ion us all a - new.
2 Come to teach us, cometo nour-ish those who be-lieve in  Christ.
3 QGuide our think-ing and our speak-ing done in your ho - ly  name.
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Tu - fu- ndi- she va mbi - ngu - ni, tm - we wa -t wa - pya.

It’s your lead - ing
Bless the faith - ful,

that we’re need-ing, help us to fol - low you.

may they flour-ish, strength-ened by grace un - priced.

Mo - ti - vate all in their seek-ing, free - ing from guilt and shame.
Refrain
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Njo - o, njo - o, njo - o, Ro-ho mwe - ma.
Come, come, come, Ho - ly Spir - 1, come.
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Njo - o, njo - o, njo - o, Ro-ho mwe - ma.
Come, come, come, Ho - ly Spir - it, come.
4 Not mere knowledge, but discernment, 5 Keep us fervent in our witness,

nor rootless liberty;

turn disquiet to contentment,
doubt into certainty. Refrain

unswayed by earth’s allure.
Ever grant us zealous fitness,
which you alone assure. Refrain

Text: Wilson Niwagila; tr. Howard S. Olson, b. 1922
Music: NIoOKwWETU, ROHO MWEMA, Wilson Niwagila
English and Swahili text and music © Lutheran Theological College, Makumira, Tanzania, admin. Augsburg Fortress

Duplication in any form prohibited without permission or valid license from copyright administrator.




PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION

Worship Leader: Drawn together in the compassion of God, we pray for the church, the
world, and all those in need.

A briefsilence.

Prayer Leader: Generous God, you make the last first, and the first last. Where this
gospel challenges the church, equip it for its works of service. Strengthen those who
suffer for Christ (especially). Lord, in your mercy,

Congregation: hear our prayer.

Prayer Leader: Sun and wind, bushes and worms, cattle and great cities—nothing in
creation is outside your concern, mighty God. In your mercy, tend to it all. Give us a
spirit of generosity toward all you have made. Lord, in your mercy,

Congregation: hear our prayer.

Prayer Leader: Where we find envy and create enemies, you provide enough for all.
Bring peace to places of conflict and violence (especially). Inspire leaders with
creativity and wisdom. Bless the work of negotiators, peacekeepers, and development
workers. Lord, in your mercy,

Congregation: hear our prayer.

Prayer Leader: Even beyond our expectations, you choose to give generously. Grant life,
health, and courage to all who are in need (especially for Marc Calhoun, Linda Almond,
Barbara Haseley, Duke Tieman, Betty Biddle, Cathi Adams, Michael Morales, Wade
Buehler, Gloria Holtzclaw, Betty Daege, Dianne William, Rosemarie & George Smith,
Gary Neal, Karen Bates, Rev. Lydia Villanueva and family, Don Eunis, Lorraine
Reinhard, Bonnie Redler, Kathy Leotta, Brytt Mathis, Joseph Valentin, Rita Burneik,
Bobby Schlegel, Hilda Taylor, George Clark, Jill Grote, Larry Timmons, Carl Stone,
Neftali Garcia & family, Kelly Sullivan, Susan Gunn, Roy Pruitt, Iris Valentin, Deacon
Connie Puls, Joan Keeton, Steve Davis, Rose Marie Piff, Gary Mostrum, Vicki
Kennedy, Gail Elder, Valerie Smutko, Jason Meadows, Missy, Penny, & Henry, Lisa &
Ty Hauschild, Rob Rodriguez & family, Marcus de Souza Lima, Maria de Nazare &
Michele Rios, Ana Agramonte, Bishop Pedro Suarez, Pastor Courtney Erzkus and
family, Ralph Burson, Luanne Sekel, Lorraine Chavez, Seve Chacon, Pat Fredell, Skylar
Favos, and all those suffering from natural disasters [including COVID-19, Hurricane
Laura, and California wildfires], violence, & terror, and the family & friends of the
190,000+ people in the US & the 893,000+ people worldwide who have died from
COVID-19, including the family and friends of Larry Sekel). Lord, in your mercy,
Congregation: hear our prayer.

Prayer Leader: Reveal yourself to all in need as you are gracious and merciful, slow to
anger, abounding in steadfast love, ready to relent from punishing. Accompany judges
and lawyers, victims of crime and those serving sentences. Give fruitful labor and a
livelihood to those seeking work. Lord, in your mercy,

Congregation: hear our prayer.

Here other intercessions may be offered.



Prayer Leader: We praise you for the generations that have declared your power to us,
those within our Memorial Garden. Give us faithfulness to follow them, living for
Christ, until you call us to join them in the joyful song around his throne. Lord, in your
mercy,

Congregation: hear our prayer.

Worship Leader: Receive these prayers, O God, and those too deep for words; through
Jesus Christ our Lord.
Congregation: Amen.

OFFERING

Offerings to the mission and ministry of Grace can be made online at GraceCLW.com
(look for the “Donate’ button), or by mailing a check to Grace Lutheran Church, 1812
N. Highland Ave. Clearwater FL 33755. Thank you for your continued financial support

during these uncertain times. You can also fill out your attendance form on our
website.

OFFERTORY
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your sal - va - tion, and up-hold me with your free Spir - it

Music: Richard W. Hillert, b. 1923
Music © 1978 Lutheran Book of Worship, admin. Augsburg Fortress.

Duplication in any form prohibited without permission or valid license from copyright administrator.



OFFERING PRAYER
Prayer Leader: God of goodness and growth, all creation is yours, and your faithfulness

is as firm as the heavens. Water and word, wine and bread: these are signs of your
abundant grace. Nourish us through these gifts, that we might proclaim your steadfast
love in our communities & in the world, through Jesus Christ, our strength and our song.
Congregation: Amen.

LORD’S PRAYER
Worship Leader: Lord, remember us in your kingdom and teach us to pray in the
language closest to our hearts.

Congregation: OQur Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom
come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead
us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the
power, and the glory, forever and ever. Amen.

THANKSGIVING FOR THE WORD

Worship Leader: Praise and thanks to you, holy God, for by your Word you made all
things: you spoke light into darkness, called forth beauty from chaos, and brought life
into being. For your Word of life, O God,

Congregation: we give you thanks and praise.

Worship Leader: By your Word you called your people Israel to tell of your wonderful
gifts: freedom from captivity, water on the desert journey, a pathway home from exile,
wisdom for life with you. For your Word of life, O God,

Congregation: we give you thanks and praise.

Worship Leader: Through Jesus, your Word made flesh, you speak to us and call us to
witness: forgiveness through the cross, life to those entombed by death, the way of your
self-giving love. For your Word of life, O God,

Congregation: we give you thanks and praise.

Worship Leader: Send your Spirit of truth, O God; rekindle your gifts within us: renew
our faith, increase our hope, and deepen our love, for the sake of a world in need.
Faithful to your Word, O God, draw near to all who call on you; through Jesus Christ,
our Savior and Lord, to whom, with you and the Holy Spirit, be honor and glory forever.
Congregation: Amen.



BLESSING

Worship Leader: Neither death, nor life, nor angels, nor rulers, nor things present, nor
things to come, nor powers, nor height, nor depth, nor anything else in all creation, will
be able to separate us from the love of God in Christ Jesus. God, the creator, + Jesus, the
Christ, and the Holy Spirit, the comforter, bless you and keep you in eternal love.
Congregation: Amen.

SENDING SONG Blest Be the Tie That Binds vs. 1,2 & 4
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I Blest be the tie that binds our hearts in Chris-tian love;
2 Be - fore our Fa - ther's throne we pour our ar - dent prayers;
3 We share our mu - tual woes, our mu - tual bur - dens bear,
4 From sor - row, toil, and pain, and sin we shall be free;
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the u - ni-ty of heart and mind 1s like to that a - bove.
our fears, our hopes,our aims are one, our com-forts and our cares.
and of - ten for each oth - er flows the sym - pa - thiz-ing tear.
and per - fect love and friend-ship reign through all e - ter - ni - ty.

Text: John Fawcett, 1740-1817, alt.
Music: DENNIS, Johann G. Nigeli, 1773-1836, adapt.

DISMISSAL

Worship Leader: Together we have heard God’s Word and joined in prayer, we have
given and have been forgiven. Now our service of worship has ended, and our service to
the world begins! Go in peace. Christ is with you.

Congregation: Thanks be to God.
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