
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

1812 North Highland Avenue                                             727-446-5026 

Clearwater, Florida  33755                                    office@GraceCLW.com 

Ministers:  The People of Grace Lutheran Church        Pastor: Rev. Jefferson Cox 



Welcome! In Isaiah we are given a vision of the great feast to come, when God will wipe 

away death forever. In Jesus’ parable about a great banquet, those invited do not come, 

so the invitation is extended to others. In our liturgy God spreads a table before us. Even 

amid anxiety and hardship we rejoice in the peace of God which surpasses all 

understanding. With great joy we feast at the table of the Lord, and we go forth to share 

the wonderful invitation with others hungering and thirsting for the abundant life of 

God.     

This is a special bulletin for Grace Lutheran Church. We have closed the Sanctuary to 

the general public amidst the COVID-19 pandemic. This bulletin is designed to be used 

at home by anyone who is baptized serving as the Worship Leader. If you use this 

bulletin for worship, either by itself or alongside our service on YouTube, please fill out 

the Attendance Record Form on our website: GraceCLW.com 
         

SERVICE OF THE 

WORD  
 

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 

Worship Leader: Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, who creates, redeems, and 
sustains us and all of creation. 
Congregation: Amen. 
Worship Leader: Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another. 
 

Silence is kept for reflection. 
 

Worship Leader: Faithful God, 
Congregation: have mercy on us. We confess that we are captive to sin and cannot 
free ourselves. We turn from your loving embrace and go our own ways. We pass 
judgment on one another before examining ourselves. We place our own needs 
before those of our neighbors. We keep your gift of salvation to ourselves. Make us 
humble, cast away our transgressions, and turn us again to life in you through 
Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen. 

Worship Leader: God hears the cries of all who call out in need, and through his death 
and  resurrection, Christ has made us his own. Hear the truth that God proclaims: God 
forgives you of all of your sins. Led by the Holy Spirit, live in freedom and newness to 
do God’s work in the world. 
Congregation: Amen. 
 



GATHERING SONG   Christ, Whose Glory Fills the Skies  vs. 1 & 3 

       

APOSTOLIC GREETING  

Worship Leader: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the 

communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 

Congregation: And also with you. 

 

PRAYER OF THE DAY 

Worship Leader: Let us pray together the Prayer of the Day. 
Congregation: Lord of the feast, you have prepared a table before all peoples and 
poured out your life with abundance. Call us again to your banquet. Strengthen us 
by what is honorable, just, and pure, and transform us into a people of 
righteousness and peace, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen. 
 

FIRST READING   Isaiah 25:1-9                                        

Introduction to the Lesson: After a hymn of praise acknowledging God as a shelter for 
the poor, the prophet portrays a wonderful victory banquet at which death—which in 
ancient Canaan was depicted as a monster swallowing up everyone—will be swallowed 
up forever. The prophet urges celebration of this victory of salvation. 



 

Reader:   1 O Lord, you are my God; 
  I will exalt you, I will praise your name; 
 for you have done wonderful things, 
  plans formed of old, faithful and sure. 
 2For you have made the city a heap, 
  the fortified city a ruin; 
 the palace of aliens is a city no more, 
  it will never be rebuilt. 
 3Therefore strong peoples will glorify you; 
  cities of ruthless nations will fear you. 
 4For you have been a refuge to the poor, 
  a refuge to the needy in their distress, 
  a shelter from the rainstorm and a shade from the heat. 
 When the blast of the ruthless was like a winter rainstorm, 
  5the noise of aliens like heat in a dry place, 
 you subdued the heat with the shade of clouds; 
  the song of the ruthless was stilled. 
 
 6On this mountain the Lord of hosts will make for all peoples 
  a feast of rich food, a feast of well-aged wines, 
  of rich food filled with marrow, of well-aged wines strained clear. 
 7And he will destroy on this mountain 
  the shroud that is cast over all peoples, 
  the sheet that is spread over all nations; 
  8he will swallow up death forever. 
 Then the Lord God will wipe away the tears from all faces, 
  and the disgrace of his people he will take away from all the earth, 
  for the Lord has spoken. 
 9It will be said on that day, 
  Lo, this is our God; we have waited for him, so that he might save us. 
  This is the Lord for whom we have waited; 
  let us be glad and rejoice in his salvation. 
 
 

After the reading... 

Reader: The word of the Lord.   

Congregation: Thanks be to God. 
 

PSALM: Psalm 23  

The psalm for the day is read responsively. 
 

Reader:  1The Lord is my shepherd; 

  I shall not be in want. 



 2The Lord makes me lie down in green pastures 

  and leads me beside still waters. 
 

 3You restore my soul, O Lord, 

  and guide me along right pathways for your name’s sake. 

 

 4Though I walk through the valley of the shadow of death, I shall fear no evil; 

  for you are with me; your rod and your staff, they comfort me. 
 

 5You prepare a table before me in the presence of my enemies; 

  you anoint my head with oil, and my cup is running over. 

 

 6Surely goodness and mercy shall follow me all the days of my life, 

  and I will dwell in the house of the Lord forever.   
 

SECOND READING  Philippians 4:1-9  

Introduction to the Lesson: Though writing from prison and facing an uncertain future, 
Paul calls on the Philippians to rejoice and give thanks to God no matter what the 
circumstance. God’s peace is with us and binds together our hearts and minds in Jesus 
Christ, especially when things around us do not seem peaceful. 
 

Reader: [Paul writes:] 1My brothers and sisters, whom I love and long for, my joy and 
crown, stand firm in the Lord in this way, my beloved. 
 
  2I urge Euodia and I urge Syntyche to be of the same mind in the Lord. 3Yes, and I 
ask you also, my loyal companion, help these women, for they have struggled beside me 
in the work of the gospel, together with Clement and the rest of my co-workers, whose 
names are in the book of life. 
  4Rejoice in the Lord always; again I will say, Rejoice. 5Let your gentleness be known 
to everyone. The Lord is near. 6Do not worry about anything, but in everything by 
prayer and supplication with thanksgiving let your requests be made known to God. 
7And the peace of God, which surpasses all understanding, will guard your hearts and 
your minds in Christ Jesus. 
 
  8Finally, beloved, whatever is true, whatever is honorable, whatever is just, whatever 
is pure, whatever is pleasing, whatever is commendable, if there is any excellence and if 
there is anything worthy of praise, think about these things. 9Keep on doing the things 
that you have learned and received and heard and seen in me, and the God of peace will 
be with you. 
 
After the reading... 
Reader: The word of the Lord.   

Congregation: Thanks be to God. 



 

GOSPEL LESSON     Matthew 22:1-14  

Introduction to the Gospel: Jesus tells a parable indicating that the blessings of God’s 

kingdom are available to all, but the invitation is not to be taken lightly.  
 

Worship Leader:  The Holy Gospel according to Matthew in the 22nd chapter.  

Congregation: Glory to you, O Lord. 

 

Worship Leader:  1Once more Jesus spoke to them in parables, saying: 2“The kingdom 
of heaven may be compared to a king who gave a wedding banquet for his son. 3He sent 
his slaves to call those who had been invited to the wedding banquet, but they would not 
come. 4Again he sent other slaves, saying, ‘Tell those who have been invited: Look, I 
have prepared my dinner, my oxen and my fat calves have been slaughtered, and 
everything is ready; come to the wedding banquet.’ 5But they made light of it and went 
away, one to his farm, another to his business, 6while the rest seized his slaves, 
mistreated them, and killed them. 7The king was enraged. He sent his troops, destroyed 
those murderers, and burned their city. 8Then he said to his slaves, ‘The wedding is 
ready, but those invited were not worthy. 9Go therefore into the main streets, and invite 
everyone you find to the wedding banquet.’ 10Those slaves went out into the streets and 
gathered all whom they found, both good and bad; so the wedding hall was filled with 
guests. 
  11“But when the king came in to see the guests, he noticed a man there who was not 
wearing a wedding robe, 12and he said to him, ‘Friend, how did you get in here without 
a wedding robe?’ And he was speechless. 13Then the king said to the attendants, ‘Bind 
him hand and foot, and throw him into the outer darkness, where there will be weeping 
and gnashing of teeth.’ 14For many are called, but few are chosen.” 
 
 

After the reading... 

Worship Leader: The gospel of the Lord.   

Congregation: Praise to you, O Christ. 
 

GOSPEL MESSAGE—From Sundays and Seasons 

Justice for All 

As we try to make sense of today’s unsettling parable, it helps to recall that it was told 
during the last week of Jesus’ life, as the events leading to the crucifixion were already 
unfolding. The Jews gathered in Jerusalem were celebrating Passover, recalling how 
God had led them from slavery into freedom—and yet they were living under the 
oppressive thumb of the Roman occupation. 

The wedding banquet of the parable, like the festival of Passover, takes place against a 
backdrop of exclusion, injustice, and escalating violence. The king of the parable who 
sends troops out to wage war on those who have spurned his invitation reminds one less 
of God, who leads us beside still waters, than of Lin-Manuel Miranda’s King George III 
of Hamilton, who says, “I will kill your friends and family to remind you of my love.” 



And yet, to a people who are oppressed and calling on God to hold the powerful to 
account, it is indeed good news that God will not be silent and passive forever. It matters 
to God how we treat one another. 

In the liturgy of Holy Baptism, we are asked three times to renounce sin and the devil 
and all the forces that defy God, rebel against God, and draw us away from God. This 
renunciation can feel awkward to a people steeped in grace, yet it is critical to recognize 
and name the fact that there are forces in this world that would pull us into complicity 
with systems that deny life and liberty to our neighbors. 

The God of Matthew’s parable is the same God of Psalm 23, the one who walks with us 
through the valley of the shadow of death. Jesus reminds us how passionately God 
resists the powers that deal in fear and death. Instead of claiming that God is on our side, 
we are invited to join God’s side through our own dedication to justice for all of God’s 
people. 
 

SERMON                   
 

HYMN OF THE DAY     O Jesus, Joy of Loving Hearts   vs. 1 & 4 



PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION  

Worship Leader: Drawn together in the compassion of God, we pray for the church, the 
world, and all those in need. 

A brief silence. 

Prayer Leader: Gracious host, fill your church with a spirit of joyous hospitality. We 
pray for bishops, teachers, church leaders, and all children of God as they invite others 
to your table of boundless grace. Lord, in your mercy, 
Congregation: hear our prayer. 
 

Prayer Leader: Gracious host, as creation waits with eager longing for redemption, 
protect your creatures that are mistreated. Restore valleys, mountains and pastures, and 
still and running waters. Lord, in your mercy, 
Congregation: hear our prayer. 
 

Prayer Leader: Gracious host, as you set a table in the presence of enemies, so bless the 
efforts of diplomats, international peace workers, and world leaders who navigate 
conflict. May they proceed with dialogue and understanding, so that justice and peace 
prevails. Lord, in your mercy, 
Congregation: hear our prayer. 
 

Prayer Leader: Gracious host, let your gentleness be known among those who are weary 
or ill (especially Marc Calhoun, Linda Almond, Barbara Haseley, Duke Tieman, Betty 
Biddle, Cathi Adams, Michael Morales, Wade Buehler, Gloria Holtzclaw, Betty Daege, 
Dianne William, Rosemarie & George Smith, Gary Neal, Karen Bates, Rev. Lydia 
Villanueva and family, Don Eunis, Lorraine Reinhard, Bonnie Redler, Kathy Leotta, 
Brytt Mathis, Joseph Valentin, Rita Burneik, Bobby Schlegel, Hilda Taylor, George 
Clark, Jill Grote, Larry Timmons, Carl Stone, Neftali Garcia & family, Kelly Sullivan, 
Susan Gunn, Roy Pruitt, Iris Valentin, Deacon Connie Puls, Joan Keeton, Steve Davis, 
Rose Marie Piff, Gary Mostrum, Vicki Kennedy, Gail Elder, Valerie Smutko, Jason 
Meadows, Missy, Penny, & Henry, Lisa & Ty Hauschild, Rob Rodriguez & family, 
Marcus de Souza Lima, Maria de Nazare & Michele Rios, Ana Agramonte, Bishop 
Pedro Suarez, Pastor Courtney Erzkus and family, Ralph Burson, Luanne Sekel, 
Lorraine Chavez, Seve Chacon, Pat Fredell, Skylar Favos, the family and friends of 
Dorothy Gerken, and all those suffering from natural disasters [including President 
Trump, his family, and all those affected by COVID-19; Hurricanes Laura and Sally, and 
Western wildfires], from violence, & terror, and the family & friends of the 204,000+ 
people in the US & the 1,000,000+ people worldwide who have died from COVID-19). 
Strengthen doctors, medical care workers, and caretakers who see to their needs. Lord, 
in your mercy, 
Congregation: hear our prayer. 
 

Prayer Leader: Gracious host, when we are quick to judge outward appearance, remind 
us how you clothe all in your mercy. We pray for ministries that provide needed clothing 
and other personal care assistance in this community. Lord, in your mercy, 
Congregation: hear our prayer. 
 



Here other intercessions may be offered. 

Prayer Leader: Gracious host, as we remember those who have died and are gathered at 
the heavenly banquet, comfort us with your presence. Assure us of your peace at all 
times. Lord, in your mercy, 
Congregation: hear our prayer. 
 

Worship Leader: Receive these prayers, O God, and those too deep for words; through 
Jesus Christ our Lord. 
Congregation: Amen. 
 

 

OFFERING 

Offerings to the mission and ministry of Grace can be made online at GraceCLW.com 

(look for the “Donate” button), or by mailing a check to Grace Lutheran Church, 1812 

N. Highland Ave. Clearwater FL 33755. Thank you for your continued financial support 

during these uncertain times. You can also fill out your attendance form on our 

website. 

OFFERTORY 



OFFERING PRAYER   
Prayer Leader: God of goodness and growth, all creation is yours, and your faithfulness 

is as firm as the heavens. Water and word, wine and bread: these are signs of your 

abundant grace. Nourish us through these gifts, that we might proclaim your steadfast 

love in our communities & in the world, through Jesus Christ, our strength and our song.  

Congregation: Amen.  

 

LORD’S PRAYER   

Worship Leader: Lord, remember us in your kingdom and teach us to pray in the 

language closest to our hearts. 

Congregation: Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom 
come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; 
and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead 
us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the 
power, and the glory, forever and ever. Amen. 

 

THANKSGIVING FOR THE WORD  

Worship Leader: Praise and thanks to you, holy God, for by your Word you made all 

things: you spoke light into darkness, called forth beauty from chaos, and brought life 

into being. For your Word of life, O God, 

Congregation: we give you thanks and praise. 

 

Worship Leader: By your Word you called your people Israel to tell of your wonderful 

gifts: freedom from captivity, water on the desert journey, a pathway home from exile, 

wisdom for life with you. For your Word of life, O God, 

Congregation: we give you thanks and praise. 

 

Worship Leader: Through Jesus, your Word made flesh, you speak to us and call us to 

witness: forgiveness through the cross, life to those entombed by death, the way of your 

self-giving love. For your Word of life, O God, 

Congregation: we give you thanks and praise. 

 

Worship Leader: Send your Spirit of truth, O God; rekindle your gifts within us: renew 

our faith, increase our hope, and deepen our love, for the sake of a world in need. 

Faithful to your Word, O God, draw near to all who call on you; through Jesus Christ, 

our Savior and Lord, to whom, with you and the Holy Spirit, be honor and glory forever. 

Congregation: Amen. 
 

 



BLESSING   

Worship Leader: Neither death, nor life, nor angels, nor rulers, nor things present, nor 
things to come, nor powers, nor height, nor depth, nor anything else in all creation, will 
be able to separate us from the love of God in Christ Jesus. God, the creator, ☩ Jesus, the 

Christ, and the Holy Spirit, the comforter, bless you and keep you in eternal love. 
Congregation: Amen. 
 

SENDING SONG                Rejoice, Ye Pure in Heart! vs. 1 & 4 

DISMISSAL 

Worship Leader: Together we have heard God’s Word and joined in prayer, we have 
given and have been forgiven. Now our service of worship has ended, and our service to 
the world begins! Go in peace. Christ is with you.  
Congregation: Thanks be to God. 
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