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Welcome! Today the prophet Amos calls for justice to roll down like waters. Paul urges
us to encourage one another with the promised coming of the Lord. Jesus tells the
parable of the wise and foolish bridesmaids. Surrounded by the faithful of every time
and place, we celebrate Christ’s coming in our midst in the word of life and the feast of
victory—the marriage feast of the lamb.

This is a special bulletin for Grace Lutheran Church. We have closed the Sanctuary to
the general public amidst the COVID-19 pandemic. This bulletin is designed to be used
at home by anyone who is baptized serving as the Worship Leader. If you use this
bulletin for worship, either by itself or alongside our service on YouTube, please fill out
the Attendance Record Form on our website: GraceCLW.com

SERVICE OF THE
WORD

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS

Worship Leader: Blessed be the holy Trinity, = one God, who creates, redeems, and
sustains us and all of creation.

Congregation: Amen.

Worship Leader: Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another.

Silence is kept for reflection.

Worship Leader: Faithful God,

Congregation: have mercy on us. We confess that we are captive to sin and cannot
free ourselves. We turn from your loving embrace and go our own ways. We pass
judgment on one another before examining ourselves. We place our own needs
before those of our neighbors. We keep your gift of salvation to ourselves. Make us
humble, cast away our transgressions, and turn us again to life in you through
Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen.

Worship Leader: God hears the cries of all who call out in need, and through his death
and resurrection, Christ has made us his own. Hear the truth that God proclaims: God
forgives you of all of your sins. Led by the Holy Spirit, live in freedom and newness to
do God’s work in the world.

Congregation: Amen.



GATHERING SONG Jerusalem, My Happy Home vs. 1 & 2
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1 Je - ru-sa-lem, my hap - py home,when shall I come to thee?
2 0 hap - py har - bor of the saints, O sweetand pleas-ant soil!
3 Thy gar-dens and thy gal - lant walks con - tin - ual-ly are  green;
4 There trees for-ev - er-more bear fruit and ev - er-more do spring;
5 Je - ru-sa-lem, Je - tu - sa-lem, God grant that I may see
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When shall my sor - rows have an end? Thy joys when shall 1 see?
In thee no sor - row may be found, no grief, no care, no toil

there  grow such sweet and pleas-ant flow’rs as no-where else are seen.
there ev - er - more the an- gels sit and ev - er - more do sing.
thine end-less joy, and of the same par-tak - er ev - er be!

Text: F. B. P., 16th cent.
Music: LAND OF REST, North American traditional

APOSTOLIC GREETING

Worship Leader: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the
communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.

Congregation: And also with you.

PRAYER OF THE DAY

Worship Leader: Let us pray together the Prayer of the Day.

Congregation: O God of justice and love, you illumine our way through life with
the words of your Son. Give us the light we need, and awaken us to the needs of
others, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen.

FIRST READING Amos 5:18-24

Introduction to the Lesson: In the days of Amos, people thought that the day of the
LORD would be a time of great victory, but Amos announced that it would be a day of
darkness, not light. He said liturgy is no substitute for obedience. The LORD demands

justice and righteousness in the community.

Reader: "Alas for you who desire the day of the LORD!
Why do you want the day of the LORD?
It is darkness, not light;



Pas 1f someone fled from a lion,
and was met by a bear;
or went into the house and rested a hand against the wall,
and was bitten by a snake.
*Is not the day of the LorD darkness, not light,
and gloom with no brightness in it?

*'T hate, I despise your festivals,
and I take no delight in your solemn assemblies.

*Even though you offer me your burnt offerings and grain offerings,
I will not accept them,;
and the offerings of well-being of your fatted animals
I will not look upon.
“Take away from me the noise of your songs;
I will not listen to the melody of your harps.
*But let justice roll down like waters,
and righteousness like an ever-flowing stream.

After the reading...
Reader: The word of the Lord.
Congregation: Thanks be to God.

PSALM: Psalm 70
The psalm for the day is read responsively.

Reader: 'Be pleased, O God, to deliver me;
O Lorb, make haste to help me.

“Let those who seek my life be put to shame and confounded;
let those who take pleasure in my misfortune draw back and be disgraced.

‘Let those who say to me “Aha!” and gloat over me
turn back because of their shame.

‘Let all who seek you rejoice and be glad in you;
let those who love your salvation say forever, “Great is the LOrRD!”

"But as for me, I am poor and needy; come to me quickly, O God.
You are my helper and my deliverer; O LorD, do not tarry.



SECOND READING 1 Thessalonians 4:13-18

Introduction to the Lesson: Some of the Thessalonians are worried that dead Christians
will be excluded from the resurrection to eternal life when Christ comes again. Paul
reassures them with the word of hope that all Christians, living or dead, will be raised
into everlasting life with Christ.

Reader: "We do not want you to be uninformed, brothers and sisters, about those who
have died, so that you may not grieve as others do who have no hope. “For since we
believe that Jesus died and rose again, even so, through Jesus, God will bring with him
those who have died. “For this we declare to you by the word of the Lord, that we who
are alive, who are left until the coming of the Lord, will by no means precede those who
have died. '*For the Lord himself, with a cry of command, with the archangel’s call and
with the sound of God’s trumpet, will descend from heaven, and the dead in Christ will
rise first. "Then we who are alive, who are left, will be caught up in the clouds together
with them to meet the Lord in the air; and so we will be with the Lord forever.
“Therefore encourage one another with these words.

After the reading...
Reader: The word of the Lord.

Congregation: Thanks be to God.

GOSPEL LESSON Matthew 25:1-13
Introduction to the Gospel: Jesus tells a parable about his own second coming,

emphasizing the need for readiness at all times.

Worship Leader: The Holy Gospel according to Matthew in the 25th chapter.
Congregation: Glory to you, O Lord.

Worship Leader: '“Then the kingdom of heaven will be like this. Ten bridesmaids took
their lamps and went to meet the bridegroom. *Five of them were foolish, and five were
wise. *When the foolish took their lamps, they took no oil with them; *but the wise took
flasks of oil with their lamps. °As the bridegroom was delayed, all of them became
drowsy and slept. ‘But at midnight there was a shout, ‘Look! Here is the bridegroom!
Come out to meet him.” "Then all those bridesmaids got up and trimmed their lamps.
*The foolish said to the wise, ‘Give us some of your oil, for our lamps are going out.’
’But the wise replied, ‘No! there will not be enough for you and for us; you had better go
to the dealers and buy some for yourselves.’ '’And while they went to buy it, the
bridegroom came, and those who were ready went with him into the wedding banquet;
and the door was shut. ''Later the other bridesmaids came also, saying, ‘Lord, lord, open
to us.” "But he replied, ‘Truly I tell you, I do not know you.” "Keep awake therefore, for
you know neither the day nor the hour.”



After the reading...
Worship Leader: The gospel of the Lord.
Congregation: Praise to you, O Christ.

GOSPEL MESSAGE—From Sundays and Seasons
Invitation to Grace

The parable of the ten bridesmaids easily draws our attention to the differences in their
levels of preparation. Some have enough oil to welcome the bridegroom; others do not.
The ability of each bridesmaid to control her fate finds ready ears in a culture that favors
independence and individual effort. Every day we see the consequences—good or bad—
of our actions.

The early part of the parable speaks to a commonality among the bridesmaids. As they
wait for the bridegroom, all of them become drowsy and fall asleep. Then comes the cry,
“Here is the bridegroom! Come out to meet him.” We might hear this as a command. We
certainly have commands from God throughout Scripture. However, what if we heard
the cry as an invitation?

God’s commands are a gift that invites us to live into the reality of the ever-present and
ever-coming kingdom. God does not force or compel us to follow, to be obedient, or to
love. It is always framed as an invitation. The psalmists invite us to praise God. God
invites the people of Israel into covenantal relationship. Jesus invites all who are weary
to come to him and find rest.

If the kingdom of heaven is close to us now, of course our actions will have
consequences. Whether we choose to love or hate, share or hoard, work for peace or
not—all of these choices impact the people around us. And yet, God’s command that we
live into a way of love is not coercive, but rather an invitation to life.

In worship we gather around the sacraments of baptism and the eucharist. Neither is
forced; neither is required. Both are invitations to experience what Augustine called
visible signs of God’s invisible grace, a gift given for each and every one of us.

SERMON

HYMN OF THE DAY When Peace like a River (It Is Well with My Soul)
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1 When peace like a rmv - er at - tend - eth my way, when
2 Though Sa - tan should buf - fet, though tri - als should come, let
3 He lives— oh, the bliss of this glo - ri-ous thought; my
4 Lord, has - ten the day when our faith shall be sight, the
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sor - rows like sea bil - lows roll, what-ev - er my lot, thou hast

this blest as - sur-ance con - trol, that Christ hath re - gard - ed my
sin, not in part, but the whole, i1s nailed to his cross and I
clouds be rolled back as a  scroll, the trum - pet shall sound and the
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taught me to say, it 18 well, 1t is  well with my soul.
help - less es - tate, and hath shed his own blood for my soul.
bear it no more. Praise the Lord, praise the Lord, O my soul!
Lord shall de - scend; e - ven SO it 1s well  with my soul
Refrain
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It is  well with my soul, it is well, it is well with my soul.

Text: Horatio G. Spattord, 1828-1888
Music: VILLA DU HAVRE, Philip P. Bliss, 1838-1876

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION

Worship Leader: Longing for Christ’s reign to come among us, we pray for the
outpouring of God’s power on the church, the world, and all in need.

A brief silence.

Prayer Leader: Holy God, rouse us to deep praise as we gather for worship, even as we
worship virtually or in isolation. Enliven our worship with sincere and heartfelt song.
Sustain the work of all church musicians and artists who lead us in praise and prayer,
especially all of those involved in the Grace Fellowship for the Arts, both professional
and amateur, paid and volunteer. Lord, in your mercy,

Congregation: hear our prayer.

Holy Creator, surprise and delight us with the beauty of the world you have made. Bless
the work of landscapers, architects, and artists whose work invites us into harmonious
living with your creation, especially the Gophers. Lord, in your mercy,

Congregation: hear our prayer.

Prayer Leader: Holy Judge, let justice roll down like waters over this world. Reign over
the courtrooms of every land, in the hearts of those who guard the law and those who
stand accused of crimes. Be present in cases where we long for both justice and mercy to
prevail (especially) . Lord, in your mercy,

Congregation: hear our prayer.



Prayer Leader: Holy Companion, console those who feel lonely or abandoned. Share the
hours of those who live and eat alone. Comfort those who have few friends or who
struggle with their identity and place in this world. Awaken in us your call to serve all
who suffer (especially Marc Calhoun, Linda Almond, Barbara Haseley, Duke Tieman,
Betty Biddle, Cathi Adams, Michael Morales, Wade Buehler, Gloria Holtzclaw, Betty
Daege, Dianne William, Rosemarie & George Smith, Gary Neal, Karen Bates, Rev.
Lydia Villanueva and family, Don Eunis, Lorraine Reinhard, Bonnie Redler, Kathy
Leotta, Brytt Mathis, Joseph Valentin, Rita Burneik, Bobby Schlegel, Hilda Taylor,
George Clark, Jill Grote, Larry Timmons, Carl Stone, Neftali Garcia & family, Kelly
Sullivan, Susan Gunn, Roy Pruitt, Iris Valentin, Deacon Connie Puls, Joan Keeton,
Steve Davis, Rose Marie Piff, Gary Mostrum, Vicki Kennedy, Gail Elder, Valerie
Smutko, Jason Meadows, Lisa & Ty Hauschild, Bishop Pedro Suarez, Pastor Courtney
Erzkus and family, Ralph Burson, Ellen Duncan, Luanne Sekel, Lorraine Chavez, Seve
Chacon, Pat Fredell, Skylar Favos, Marcos de Souza Lima, Maria de Nazare & Michele
Rios, Steve Murray and his mom, the family and friends of Ethan Burgess, and all those
suffering from natural disasters [including all those affected by COVID-19; and Western
wildfires], from violence, & terror, and the family & friends of the 231,000+ people in
the US & the 1,210,000+ people worldwide who have died from COVID-19). Lord, in
your mercy,

Congregation: hear our prayer.

Prayer Leader: Holy Protector, be with all observing Veterans Day. Guard the lives of
active duty and retired military personnel. Comfort all who mourn those who have died
in the line of duty. Heal the wounds, both physical and mental, experienced by service
members. Lord, in your mercy,

Congregation: hear our prayer.

Here other intercessions may be offered.

Prayer Leader: Holy and Immortal One, we pray in thanksgiving for the lives of all who
have died, especially those within our Memorial Garden. Remind us of the frailty and
shortness of our own lives and inspire us to use them for the building up of your
kingdom. Lord, in your mercy,

Congregation: hear our prayer.

Worship Leader: Receive these prayers, O God, and those too deep for words; through
Jesus Christ our Lord.
Congregation: Amen.

OFFERING

Offerings to the mission and ministry of Grace can be made online at GraceCLW.com
(look for the “Donate” button), or by mailing a check to Grace Lutheran Church, 1812
N. Highland Ave. Clearwater FL 33755. Thank you for your continued financial support
during these uncertain times. You can also fill out your attendance form on our
website.
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your sal - va - tion, and up-hold me with your free Spir - it

Music: Richard W. Hillert, b. 1923
Music © 1978 Lutheran Book of Worship, admin. Augsburg Fortress.

Duplication in any form prohibited without permission or valid license from copyright administrator.

OFFERTORY
OFFERING PRAYER
Prayer Leader: God of goodness and growth, all creation is yours, and your faithfulness

is as firm as the heavens. Water and word, wine and bread: these are signs of your
abundant grace. Nourish us through these gifts, that we might proclaim your steadfast
love in our communities & in the world, through Jesus Christ, our strength and our song.
Congregation: Amen.

LORD’S PRAYER

Worship Leader: Lord, remember us in your kingdom and teach us to pray in the
language closest to our hearts.

Congregation: Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom
come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead

us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the
power, and the glory, forever and ever. Amen.



THANKSGIVING FOR THE WORD

Worship Leader: Praise and thanks to you, holy God, for by your Word you made all
things: you spoke light into darkness, called forth beauty from chaos, and brought life
into being. For your Word of life, O God,

Congregation: we give you thanks and praise.

Worship Leader: By your Word you called your people Israel to tell of your wonderful
gifts: freedom from captivity, water on the desert journey, a pathway home from exile,
wisdom for life with you. For your Word of life, O God,

Congregation: we give you thanks and praise.

Worship Leader: Through Jesus, your Word made flesh, you speak to us and call us to
witness: forgiveness through the cross, life to those entombed by death, the way of your
self-giving love. For your Word of life, O God,

Congregation: we give you thanks and praise.

Worship Leader: Send your Spirit of truth, O God; rekindle your gifts within us: renew
our faith, increase our hope, and deepen our love, for the sake of a world in need.
Faithful to your Word, O God, draw near to all who call on you; through Jesus Christ,
our Savior and Lord, to whom, with you and the Holy Spirit, be honor and glory forever.
Congregation: Amen.

BLESSING

Worship Leader: Neither death, nor life, nor angels, nor rulers, nor things present, nor
things to come, nor powers, nor height, nor depth, nor anything else in all creation, will
be able to separate us from the love of God in Christ Jesus. God, the creator, + Jesus, the
Christ, and the Holy Spirit, the comforter, bless you and keep you in eternal love.
Congregation: Amen.

Refrain
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My Lord, what a morn-ing; my Lord, what a morn - ing; oh,
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my Lord, what a  morn-ing, when the stars be-gin to fall.

SENDING SONG My Lord, What a Morning vs. 1 & 2
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1  You will hear the trum-pet sound,
2 You will hear the sin - ner cry, to wake the na-tions un-der - ground,
3 You will hear the Chris-tian shout,
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look-ing to my God’s right hand, when the stars be-gin to fall.

Text: African American spiritual
Music: BURLEIGH, African American spiritual

Verses on next page
DISMISSAL

Worship Leader: Together we have heard God’s Word and joined in prayer, we have
given and have been forgiven. Now our service of worship has ended, and our service to
the world begins! Go in peace. Christ is with you.

Congregation: Thanks be to God.

From Sundays and Seasons.com. Copyright 2020 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved. Reprinted by permission under
Augsburg Fortress Liturgies Annual License #27824. New Revised Standard Version Bible, copyright 1989, Division of
Christian Education of the National Council of the Churches of Christ in the United States of America.






