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Welcome! God keeps the promise made to David to give him an everlasting throne. The 

angel tells Mary that God will give David’s throne to her son Jesus. She is perplexed by 

Gabriel’s greeting and by the news of her coming pregnancy, but she is able still to say, 

“Count me in.” We who know that Jesus is called king only as he is crucified still find it 

a mystery hard to fathom, but with Mary today we hear the news of what God is up to 

and say, “Count us in.” 

This is a special bulletin for Grace Lutheran Church. We have closed the Sanctuary to 

the general public amidst the COVID-19 pandemic. This bulletin is designed to be used 

at home by anyone who is baptized serving as the Worship Leader. If you use this 

bulletin for worship, either by itself or alongside our service on YouTube, please fill out 

the Attendance Record Form on our website: GraceCLW.com 
         

SERVICE OF THE WORD  
 

 

PRELUDE       Scenes of Advent                by Wendy Roth 
 

WELCOME 
 

LIGHTING OF THE ADVENT WREATH 

Worship Leader: Let us pray. Blessed are you, God of hosts, for you promised to send a 
son, Emmanuel, who brought your presence among us; and you promise through your 
Son Jesus to save us from our sin. As we light these candles, turn again to us in mercy; 
strengthen our faith in the word spoken by your prophets; restore us and give us life that 
we may be saved. O house of David, come,  
 
Congregation: let us rejoice, for the Son of God, Emmanuel, comes to be with us. 
Amen. 
 
 

CANDLELIGHTING CAROL     Light One Candle to Watch for Messiah          vs. 4 

 

 



APOSTOLIC GREETING  

Worship Leader: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the 

communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 

Congregation: And also with you. 

 

PRAYER OF THE DAY 

Worship Leader: Let us pray together the Prayer of the Day. 
Congregation: Stir up your power, Lord Christ, and come. With your abundant 
grace and might, free us from the sin that would obstruct your mercy, that willingly 
we may bear your redeeming love to all the world, for you live and reign with the 
Father and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen. 
 

FIRST READING   2 Samuel 7:1-11, 16                                        

Introduction to the Lesson: Instead of David building a house (temple) for God, God 
promises to establish David’s house (dynasty) forever. Centuries later, after the 
Babylonian exile, no king sat on the throne. Even then, however, the people of Israel 

remembered this promise and continued to hope for a king, the messiah, God’s anointed. 
  

Reader: 1Now when the king was settled in his house, and the Lord had given him rest 
from all his enemies around him, 2the king said to the prophet Nathan, “See now, I am 
living in a house of cedar, but the ark of God stays in a tent.” 3Nathan said to the king, 
“Go, do all that you have in mind; for the Lord is with you.” 
  4But that same night the word of the Lord came to Nathan: 5Go and tell my servant 
David: Thus says the Lord: Are you the one to build me a house to live in? 6I have not 
lived in a house since the day I brought up the people of Israel from Egypt to this day, 
but I have been moving about in a tent and a tabernacle. 7Wherever I have moved about 
among all the people of Israel, did I ever speak a word with any of the tribal leaders of 
Israel, whom I commanded to shepherd my people Israel, saying, “Why have you not 
built me a house of cedar?” 8Now therefore thus you shall say to my servant David: Thus 
says the Lord of hosts: I took you from the pasture, from following the sheep to be 



prince over my people Israel; 9and I have been with you wherever you went, and have 
cut off all your enemies from before you; and I will make for you a great name, like the 
name of the great ones of the earth. 10And I will appoint a place for my people Israel and 
will plant them, so that they may live in their own place, and be disturbed no more; and 
evildoers shall afflict them no more, as formerly, 11from the time that I appointed judges 
over my people Israel; and I will give you rest from all your enemies. Moreover the 
Lord declares to you that the Lord will make you a house. 16Your house and your 
kingdom shall be made sure forever before me; your throne shall be established forever. 
 

After the reading... 

Reader: The word of the Lord.   

Congregation: Thanks be to God. 
 

PSALM: Luke 1:46b-55  

The psalm for the day is read responsively with the Advent refrain sung first and then at each “ R”. 

 

Reader:   46bMy soul proclaims the greatness of the Lord, 
  47my spirit rejoices in God my Savior, 
 
 48for you, Lord, have looked with favor on your lowly servant. 
  From this day all generations will call me blessed: 
 
 49you, the Almighty, have done great things for me 
  and holy is your name. 
 
 50You have mercy on those who fear you, 
  from generation to generation. R 
 
 51You have shown strength with your arm 
  and scattered the proud in their conceit, 
 
 52casting down the mighty from their thrones 
  and lifting up the lowly. 
 
 53You have filled the hungry with good things 
  and sent the rich away empty. 
 
 54You have come to the aid of your servant Israel, 
  to remember the promise of mercy, 



 
 55the promise made to our forbears, 
  to Abraham and his children forever. R 

 
 

SECOND READING  Romans 16:25-27  

Introduction to the Lesson: Paul closes his letter to the Romans by praising God 
because, in the proclamation of the gospel of Jesus Christ, God has revealed the 
promised, divine plan of salvation for all humanity. Paul proclaims this gospel of Christ 

in order to bring about the obedience of faith among all nations. 
  

Reader: 25Now to God who is able to strengthen you according to my gospel and the 
proclamation of Jesus Christ, according to the revelation of the mystery that was kept 
secret for long ages 26but is now disclosed, and through the prophetic writings is made 
known to all the Gentiles, according to the command of the eternal God, to bring about 
the obedience of faith—27to the only wise God, through Jesus Christ, to whom be the 
glory forever! Amen. 
 

After the reading... 
Reader: The word of the Lord.   

Congregation: Thanks be to God. 
 

GOSPEL LESSON     Luke 1:26-38  

Introduction to the Gospel: In this annunciation, Luke makes clear that God comes with 

good news for ordinary people from little known places. This king will not be born to 

royalty in a palace, but to common folk in a stall. Here Luke highlights the role of the 

Spirit, a special emphasis in this gospel.  
 

Worship Leader:  26In the sixth month the angel Gabriel was sent by God to a town in 
Galilee called Nazareth, 27to a virgin engaged to a man whose name was Joseph, of the 
house of David. The virgin’s name was Mary. 28And he came to her and said, “Greetings, 
favored one! The Lord is with you.” 29But she was much perplexed by his words and 
pondered what sort of greeting this might be. 30The angel said to her, “Do not be afraid, 
Mary, for you have found favor with God. 31And now, you will conceive in your womb 
and bear a son, and you will name him Jesus. 32He will be great, and will be called the 
Son of the Most High, and the Lord God will give to him the throne of his ancestor 
David. 33He will reign over the house of Jacob forever, and of his kingdom there will be 
no end.” 34Mary said to the angel, “How can this be, since I am a virgin?” 35The angel 
said to her, “The Holy Spirit will come upon you, and the power of the Most High will 
overshadow you; therefore the child to be born will be holy; he will be called Son of 
God. 36And now, your relative Elizabeth in her old age has also conceived a son; and this 
is the sixth month for her who was said to be barren. 37For nothing will be impossible 
with God.” 38Then Mary said, “Here am I, the servant of the Lord; let it be with me 
according to your word.” Then the angel departed from her. 
 



After the reading... 

Worship Leader: The gospel of the Lord.   

Congregation: Praise to you, O Christ. 
 

GOSPEL MESSAGE—From Sundays and Seasons 

Called into the Future 

In Luke’s first words about Mary, she sounds unflappable. In most scripture stories, a 
visit from an angel provokes terror, but when the angel Gabriel appears to Mary, she 
isn’t scared. She’s curious. Even when the angel delivers the astonishing news that she 
will become pregnant with the Son of the Most High God whose glorious kingdom will 
never end, her response is a simple question: “How can this be?” (Luke 1:34). 

The angel reminds her that God’s powerful Spirit works in mysterious ways. Anything is 
possible with God! That’s all the explanation Mary needs. “Here I am,” she declares. 
She is God’s servant, and she is up for the task. What courage it must have taken to say 
yes! Parenthood is demanding to begin with. Giving birth to the King of kings must 
have come with its own unique set of challenges. This moment will change the course of 
her life. 

Mary found strength in the knowledge that she was not alone. The first thing the angel 
said to her was: “The Lord is with you” (Luke 1:28). Mary knew that she was held in 
God’s presence even before she understood what lay ahead of her. She was “favored” by 
God, seen and known and loved. Whatever future she was called into, she could trust the 
one who led her. That faith is the foundation for Mary’s “Yes.” 

Like Mary, we, too, are servants of the Most High God, who calls us into “ventures of 
which we cannot see the ending, by paths as yet untrodden, through perils 
unknown” (Evangelical Lutheran Worship, pp. 304, 317). Even when we don’t feel quite 
as composed as Mary, we can trust in the same promise she did: we are loved by the 
God who makes impossible things possible and goes with us into whatever our futures 
hold. 

 

SERMON  
 

HYMN OF THE DAY        O Come, O Come, Emmanuel  vs. 3 & 4      

 

 



 

APOSTLES’ CREED 

Congregation: I believe in God, the Father almighty, 
creator of heaven and earth. 
 

I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, 
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
born of the virgin Mary, 
suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
was crucified, died, and was buried; 
he descended to the dead. 
On the third day he rose again; 
he ascended into heaven, 
he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 
and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 
 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
the holy catholic church, 
the communion of saints, 
the forgiveness of sins, 
the resurrection of the body, 
and the life everlasting. Amen. 



PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION  

Worship Leader: God of power and might, tear open the heavens and come quickly to 
this weary world. Hear our prayers for everyone in need. 

A brief silence. 

Prayer Leader: Gracious God, all generations call you blessed. In this holy season we 
pray for our neighbors of other denominations and faiths. Cultivate understanding 
among us and strengthen us in love and service to our community. Lord, in your mercy, 
Congregation: hear our prayer. 
 

Prayer Leader: Creator God, you scatter the proud. Everything we have belongs first to 
you. Bless and protect the seas, mountains, plains, forests, skies, and soils that surround 
us. Give us humility as we tend them. Lord, in your mercy, 
Congregation: hear our prayer. 
 

Prayer Leader: Righteous God, you humble the powerful and lift up the lowly. We pray 
for the leaders of all nations, that they amplify the voices of people in need. Guide all 
people entrusted with leadership, to create societies in which everyone can flourish. 
Lord, in your mercy, 
Congregation: hear our prayer. 
 

Prayer Leader: Healing God, you pour out mercy to all who cry out to you. Surround 
everyone in need of healing in body, mind, or spirit with your tender presence 
(especially Marc Calhoun, Linda Almond, Barbara Haseley, Duke Tieman, Betty Biddle, 
Cathi Adams, Michael Morales, Wade Buehler, Gloria Holtzclaw, Betty Daege, Dianne 
William, Rosemarie & George Smith, Gary Neal, Karen Bates, Rev. Lydia Villanueva 
and family, Don Eunis, Lorraine Reinhard, Bonnie Redler, Kathy Leotta, Brytt Mathis, 
Joseph Valentin, Rita Burneik, Bobby Schlegel, Hilda Taylor, George Clark, Jill Grote, 
Larry Timmons, Carl Stone, Neftali Garcia & family, Kelly Sullivan, Susan Gunn, Roy 
Pruitt, Iris Valentin, Deacon Connie Puls, Joan Keeton, Steve Davis, Rose Marie Piff, 
Gary Mostrum, Vicki Kennedy, Gail Elder, Valerie Smutko, Jason Meadows, Lisa & Ty 
Hauschild, Bishop Pedro Suarez, Pastor Courtney Erzkus and family, Ralph Burson, 
Ellen Duncan, Luanne Sekel, Lorraine Chavez, Seve Chacon, Pat Fredell, Skylar Favos, 
Marcos de Souza Lima, Maria de Nazare & Michele Rios, Steve Murray and his mom, 
the family and friends of Ethan Burgess, and all those suffering from natural disasters 
[including all those affected by COVID-19; and Western wildfires], from violence, & 
terror, and the family & friends of the 231,000+ people in the US & the 1,210,000+ 
people worldwide who have died from COVID-19). Lord, in your mercy, 
Congregation: hear our prayer. 
 

Prayer Leader: Compassionate God, you fill the hungry with good things and send the 
rich away empty. Nourish those who lack access to adequate food and nutrition. Bless 
the work of advocates, community organizers, and food pantries. Encourage others to 
provide for their neighbors in need. Lord, in your mercy, 
Congregation: hear our prayer. 
 

Here other intercessions may be offered. 



Prayer Leader: Eternal God, you are faithful to the promises you made to our forebears. 
We give thanks for the ministry of Katharina von Bora Luther and other ancestors who 
organized, planned, dreamed, encouraged, and reached out as they served you. We give 
thanks for the bold leadership of female leaders in our own time. Inspire others with 
their steadfast witness. Lord, in your mercy, 
Congregation: hear our prayer. 
 

Worship Leader: Draw near to us, O God, and receive our prayers for the sake of your 
Son, Jesus Christ our Lord. 
Congregation: Amen. 
 

OFFERING 

Offerings to the mission and ministry of Grace can be made online at GraceCLW.com 

(look for the “Donate” button), or by mailing a check to Grace Lutheran Church, 1812 

N. Highland Ave. Clearwater FL 33755. Thank you for your continued financial support 

during these uncertain times. You can also fill out your attendance form on our 

website. 

OFFERTORY 
OFFERING PRAYER   



Prayer Leader: Generous God, you have created all that is, and you provide for us in 

every season. Bless all that we offer, that through these gifts the world will receive your 

blessing. In the name of Jesus, Emmanuel, we pray. 

Congregation: Amen.  

LORD’S PRAYER   

Worship Leader: Lord, remember us in your kingdom and teach us to pray in the 

language closest to our hearts. 

Congregation: Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom 
come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; 
and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead 
us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the 
power, and the glory, forever and ever. Amen. 
 

THANKSGIVING FOR THE WORD  

 

Worship Leader: 

 

 

 

Congregation: 
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Worship Leader: 

 
 

 

 

Congregation: 

 



Worship Leader: Let us pray. O God of justice and love, we give thanks to you that you 

illumine our way through life with the words of your Son. Give us the light we need, 

awaken us to the needs of others, and at the end bring all the world to your feast; 

through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, to whom, with you and the Holy Spirit, be 

honor and glory forever. 

Congregation: Amen. 
 

BLESSING   

Worship Leader: The Creator of the stars bless your Advent waiting, the long-expected 
Savior fill you with love, the unexpected Spirit guide your journey, ☩ now and forever. 
Congregation: Amen. 
 

SENDING SONG                   Joy to the World    vs. 1 & 2  



DISMISSAL 

Worship Leader: Together we have heard God’s Word and joined in prayer, we have 
given and have been forgiven. Now our service of worship has ended, and our service to 
the world begins! Go in peace. Prepare the way of the Lord.  
Congregation: Thanks be to God. 
 

From Sundays and Seasons.com. Copyright 2020 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved. Reprinted by permission under 

Augsburg Fortress Liturgies Annual License #27824. New Revised Standard Version Bible, copyright 1989, Division of 

Christian Education of the National Council of the Churches of Christ in the United States of America. 

 
 


