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Welcome! On this final Sunday of the church year our gospel is Jesus’ great story of
judgment. In the end, the faithful are those who served Christ by ministering to those
who are poor, hungry, naked, sick, or estranged. In the first reading God is the shepherd
who seeks the lost, weak, and injured and feeds them with justice. We gather this day to
celebrate the reign of Christ and his victory over death, yet we await the consummation
of all things yet to come. Acknowledging Christ as our merciful ruler, we go forth that
his reign may be known in our loving words and deeds.

This is a special bulletin for Grace Lutheran Church. We have closed the Sanctuary to
the general public amidst the COVID-19 pandemic. This bulletin is designed to be used
at home by anyone who is baptized serving as the Worship Leader. If you use this
bulletin for worship, either by itself or alongside our service on YouTube, please fill out
the Attendance Record Form on our website: GraceCLW.com

SERVICE OF THE
WORD

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS

Worship Leader: Blessed be the holy Trinity, = one God, who creates, redeems, and
sustains us and all of creation.

Congregation: Amen.

Worship Leader: Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another.

Silence is kept for reflection.

Worship Leader: Faithful God,

Congregation: have mercy on us. We confess that we are captive to sin and cannot
free ourselves. We turn from your loving embrace and go our own ways. We pass
judgment on one another before examining ourselves. We place our own needs
before those of our neighbors. We keep your gift of salvation to ourselves. Make us
humble, cast away our transgressions, and turn us again to life in you through
Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen.

Worship Leader: God hears the cries of all who call out in need, and through his death
and resurrection, Christ has made us his own. Hear the truth that God proclaims: God
forgives you of all of your sins. Led by the Holy Spirit, live in freedom and newness to
do God’s work in the world.

Congregation: Amen.
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Text: Matthew Bridges, 1800-1894, sts. 1-3, 5; Godfrey Thring, 1823-1903, st. 4
Music: DIADEMATA, George J. Elvey, 1816-1893

APOSTOLIC GREETING

Worship Leader: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and

communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.
Congregation: And also with you.

babe of Beth-le - hem.
mys - ter - 1es
lives that death may die.
e - ter - ni - ty.

so bright.

the



PRAYER OF THE DAY

Worship Leader: Let us pray together the Prayer of the Day.

Congregation: O God of power and might, your Son shows us the way of service,
and in him we inherit the riches of your grace. Give us the wisdom to know what is
right and the strength to serve the world you have made, through Jesus Christ, our
Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now
and forever. Amen.

FIRST READING Ezekiel 34:11-16, 20-24

Introduction to the Lesson: Because Israel’s kings proved to be bad shepherds, Ezekiel
declares that the LORD will assume the role of shepherd in Israel. The LORD will also set
over them a shepherd-messiah, “my servant David,” who will feed and care for the

people.

Reader: ""Thus says the Lord Gobp: I myself will search for my sheep, and will seek them
out. “As shepherds seek out their flocks when they are among their scattered sheep, so I
will seek out my sheep. I will rescue them from all the places to which they have been
scattered on a day of clouds and thick darkness. "I will bring them out from the peoples
and gather them from the countries, and will bring them into their own land; and I will
feed them on the mountains of Israel, by the watercourses, and in all the inhabited parts
of the land. "I will feed them with good pasture, and the mountain heights of Israel shall
be their pasture; there they shall lie down in good grazing land, and they shall feed on
rich pasture on the mountains of Israel. "I myself will be the shepherd of my sheep, and
I will make them lie down, says the Lord Gob. "I will seek the lost, and I will bring
back the strayed, and I will bind up the injured, and I will strengthen the weak, but the
fat and the strong I will destroy. I will feed them with justice.

“Therefore, thus says the Lord Gop to them: I myself will judge between the fat
sheep and the lean sheep. *'Because you pushed with flank and shoulder, and butted at
all the weak animals with your horns until you scattered them far and wide, *I will save
my flock, and they shall no longer be ravaged; and I will judge between sheep and
sheep.

“I will set up over them one shepherd, my servant David, and he shall feed them: he
shall feed them and be their shepherd. **And I, the LorD, will be their God, and my
servant David shall be prince among them; I, the LorD, have spoken.

After the reading...
Reader: The word of the Lord.
Congregation: Thanks be to God.



PSALM: Psalm 95:1-7a
The psalm for the day is read responsively.

Reader: 'Come, let us sing to the LORD;
let us shout for joy to the rock of our salvation.

‘Let us come before God’s presence with thanksgiving
and raise a loud shout to the Lorp with psalms.

‘For you, LORD, are a great God,
and a great ruler above all gods.

‘In your hand are the caverns of the earth;
the heights of the hills are also yours.

"The sea 1s yours, for you made it,
and your hands have molded the dry land.

°Come, let us worship and bow down,
let us kneel before the LORD our maker.

"“For the LORrD is our God,
and we are the people of God’s pasture and the sheep of God’s hand.

SECOND READING Ephesians 1:15-23

Introduction to the Lesson: In this passage, God is praised for revealing ultimate divine
power in raising Jesus from the dead. The resurrected, exalted Christ is Lord of both the

church and the entire universe, now and in the age to come.

Reader: "I have heard of your faith in the Lord Jesus and your love toward all the saints,
and for this reason I do not cease to give thanks for you as I remember you in my
prayers. "I pray that the God of our Lord Jesus Christ, the Father of glory, may give you
a spirit of wisdom and revelation as you come to know him, "*so that, with the eyes of
your heart enlightened, you may know what is the hope to which he has called you, what
are the riches of his glorious inheritance among the saints, "and what is the
immeasurable greatness of his power for us who believe, according to the working of his
great power. *’God put this power to work in Christ when he raised him from the dead
and seated him at his right hand in the heavenly places, *'far above all rule and authority
and power and dominion, and above every name that is named, not only in this age but
also in the age to come. *?And he has put all things under his feet and has made him the



head over all things for the church, *which is his body, the fullness of him who fills all
in all.

After the reading...
Reader: The word of the Lord.

Congregation: Thanks be to God.

GOSPEL LESSON Matthew 25:31-46
Introduction to the Gospel: Jesus compares himself to a king who moves among his
subjects to see how he is treated: what is done for the least of those who belong to his

family is truly done for him.

Worship Leader: The Holy Gospel according to Matthew in the 25th chapter.
Congregation: Glory to you, O Lord.

Worship Leader: [[Jesus said to the disciples:] **“When the Son of Man comes in his
glory, and all the angels with him, then he will sit on the throne of his glory. **All the
nations will be gathered before him, and he will separate people one from another as a
shepherd separates the sheep from the goats, **and he will put the sheep at his right hand
and the goats at the left. **Then the king will say to those at his right hand, ‘Come, you
that are blessed by my Father, inherit the kingdom prepared for you from the foundation
of the world; *for I was hungry and you gave me food, I was thirsty and you gave me
something to drink, I was a stranger and you welcomed me, *I was naked and you gave
me clothing, I was sick and you took care of me, I was in prison and you visited me.’
*’Then the righteous will answer him, ‘Lord, when was it that we saw you hungry and
gave you food, or thirsty and gave you something to drink? **And when was it that we
saw you a stranger and welcomed you, or naked and gave you clothing? *And when was
it that we saw you sick or in prison and visited you?’ “*And the king will answer them,
“Truly I tell you, just as you did it to one of the least of these who are members of my
family you did it to me.” #Then he will say to those at his left hand, “You that are
accursed, depart from me into the eternal fire prepared for the devil and his angels; *for
I was hungry and you gave me no food, I was thirsty and you gave me nothing to drink,
“I was a stranger and you did not welcome me, naked and you did not give me clothing,
sick and in prison and you did not visit me.” “Then they also will answer, ‘Lord, when
was it that we saw you hungry or thirsty or a stranger or naked or sick or in prison, and
did not take care of you?’ *Then he will answer them, ‘Truly I tell you, just as you did
not do it to one of the least of these, you did not do it to me.” “*And these will go away
into eternal punishment, but the righteous into eternal life.”

After the reading...
Worship Leader: The gospel of the Lord.
Congregation: Praise to you, O Christ.



GOSPEL MESSAGE—From Sundays and Seasons
Action and Reflection

The story of the sheep and the goats in Matthew 25 begins with the Son of Man on a
throne. It is an image of a king sitting in judgment. In any era of human history, this
image of an all-powerful ruler sitting in judgement would be consistent with our images
of power and authority. What follows runs against all of our expectations. The king
connects his presence to the people who are poor and oppressed. This does not fit our
human practices of power. Even a benevolent leader is not seen in the presence of the
least among us.

Though Jesus makes this connection, it is easy to read this story and get hooked into the
power dynamics of judgment. We may wonder if we are a sheep or a goat and think
about this status in an eternal sense as it relates to our relationship with God. This heavy
reflection may lead us to think we might somehow have to earn our way into God’s
grace.

The theology of the cross finds Jesus exercising his kingship through the weakness of
the cross. From the resurrection that follows this death, we receive the gift of life. This
gift comes with the freedom to leave aside worries about eternity in favor of attending to
faithful living today. If Jesus frees us from concern about our relationship with God, the
story of the sheep and the goats becomes more of a checklist for grace-filled living than
a scorecard for eternity. It becomes an invitation and a guide rather than an indictment.

Included in this invitation is an opportunity for reflection. Neither the sheep nor the
goats realize how their actions have or have not been faithful. In this way the story gives
us a simple gift by which to measure our path in faith and reflect on the ways we spend
our days.
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PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION

Worship Leader: Longing for Christ’s reign to come among us, we pray for the
outpouring of God’s power on the church, the world, and all in need.

A brief silence.

Prayer Leader: Sovereign of all, train our ears to hear your cry in the needs of those
around us. Bless all social ministries of the church through which we seek to serve
others as we ourselves have been served. Lord, in your mercy,

Congregation: hear our prayer.

Prayer Leader: You cause rain to fall on the just and unjust alike. Direct our use of
creation to provide for the needs of all people in ways that are sustainable for the earth.
Lord, in your mercy,

Congregation: hear our prayer.

Prayer Leader: Bring peace to every place where conflict rages (especially). Grant
opportunities for ending divisions among us and usher in your reign of unity and
reconciliation. Lord, in your mercy,

Congregation: hear our prayer.

Prayer Leader: Lord of all in need, search out all who cry to you in distress. Scatter the
heavy clouds of depression, chronic illness, unemployment, and loneliness with your
radiant light. Send us as encouragement and signs of your healing. Awaken in us your
call to serve all who suffer (especially Marc Calhoun, Linda Almond, Barbara Haseley,
Duke Tieman, Betty Biddle, Cathi Adams, Michael Morales, Wade Buehler, Gloria
Holtzclaw, Betty Daege, Dianne William, Rosemarie & George Smith, Gary Neal, Karen
Bates, Rev. Lydia Villanueva and family, Don Eunis, Lorraine Reinhard, Bonnie Redler,
Kathy Leotta, Brytt Mathis, Joseph Valentin, Rita Burneik, Bobby Schlegel, Hilda
Taylor, George Clark, Jill Grote, Larry Timmons, Carl Stone, Neftali Garcia & family,
Kelly Sullivan, Susan Gunn, Roy Pruitt, Iris Valentin, Deacon Connie Puls, Joan
Keeton, Steve Davis, Rose Marie Piff, Gary Mostrum, Vicki Kennedy, Gail Elder,
Valerie Smutko, Jason Meadows, Lisa & Ty Hauschild, Bishop Pedro Suarez, Pastor
Courtney Erzkus and family, Ralph Burson, Ellen Duncan, Luanne Sekel, Lorraine
Chavez, Seve Chacon, Pat Fredell, Skylar Favos, Marcos de Souza Lima, Maria de
Nazare & Michele Rios, Steve Murray and his mom, the family and friends of Ethan



Burgess, and all those suffering from natural disasters [including all those affected by
COVID-19; and Western wildfires], from violence, & terror, and the family & friends of
the 231,000+ people in the US & the 1,210,000+ people worldwide who have died from
COVID-19). Lord, in your mercy,
Congregation: hear our prayer.

Prayer Leader: Pour out the gifts of your Spirit on children and youth throughout the
church. Sustain those who work in children’s ministry, youth ministry, and campus
ministry as they nurture the gifts of young people. Lord, in your mercy,

Congregation: hear our prayer.

Here other intercessions may be offered.

Prayer Leader: God, our creator, you have ordered seedtime and harvest, sunshine and
rain. Give to all who work the land fair compensation for the work of their hands. Grant
that the people of this and every nation may give thanks to you for food, drink, and all
that sustains life; may use with care the land and water from which these good things
come; and may honor the laborers who produce them. We praise you for the return of
planting and harvest seasons, for the fertility of the soil, for the harvesting of the crops,
and for all other blessings that you in your generosity pour out on all people. Give us a
full understanding of your mercy, that our lives may show respect and care for your
creation. We give you thanks for the fruitful earth, which produces what is needed for
life. Help us to ensure that all people share the fruits of the earth, rejoicing in your
goodness. Lord, in your mercy,

Congregation: hear our prayer.

Prayer Leader: Thank you for saints now departed, especially those within our Memorial
Garden, who fed the hungry, clothed the naked, and tended to the sick. Inspire us by
their example, that we may see your presence in those in need around us. Lord, in your
mercy,

Congregation: hear our prayer.

Worship Leader: Receive these prayers, O God, and those too deep for words; through
Jesus Christ our Lord.
Congregation: Amen.

OFFERING

Offerings to the mission and ministry of Grace can be made online at GraceCLW.com
(look for the “Donate” button), or by mailing a check to Grace Lutheran Church, 1812
N. Highland Ave. Clearwater FL 33755. Thank you for your continued financial support
during these uncertain times. You can also fill out your attendance form on our
website.
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Music: Richard W. Hillert, b. 1923
Music © 1978 Lutheran Book of Worship, admin. Augsburg Fortress.
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OFFERING PRAYER
Prayer Leader: God of goodness and growth, all creation is yours, and your faithfulness

is as firm as the heavens. Water and word, wine and bread: these are signs of your
abundant grace. Nourish us through these gifts, that we might proclaim your steadfast
love in our communities & in the world, through Jesus Christ, our strength and our song.
Congregation: Amen.

LORD’S PRAYER
Worship Leader: Lord, remember us in your kingdom and teach us to pray in the
language closest to our hearts.

Congregation: Qur Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom
come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead
us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the
power, and the glory, forever and ever. Amen.



THANKSGIVING FOR THE WORD

Worship Leader: Praise and thanks to you, holy God, for by your Word you made all
things: you spoke light into darkness, called forth beauty from chaos, and brought life
into being. For your Word of life, O God,

Congregation: we give you thanks and praise.

Worship Leader: By your Word you called your people Israel to tell of your wonderful
gifts: freedom from captivity, water on the desert journey, a pathway home from exile,
wisdom for life with you. For your Word of life, O God,

Congregation: we give you thanks and praise.

Worship Leader: Through Jesus, your Word made flesh, you speak to us and call us to
witness: forgiveness through the cross, life to those entombed by death, the way of your
self-giving love. For your Word of life, O God,

Congregation: we give you thanks and praise.

Worship Leader: Send your Spirit of truth, O God; rekindle your gifts within us: renew
our faith, increase our hope, and deepen our love, for the sake of a world in need.
Faithful to your Word, O God, draw near to all who call on you; through Jesus Christ,
our Savior and Lord, to whom, with you and the Holy Spirit, be honor and glory forever.
Congregation: Amen.

BLESSING

Worship Leader: Neither death, nor life, nor angels, nor rulers, nor things present, nor
things to come, nor powers, nor height, nor depth, nor anything else in all creation, will
be able to separate us from the love of God in Christ Jesus. God, the creator, + Jesus, the
Christ, and the Holy Spirit, the comforter, bless you and keep you in eternal love.
Congregation: Amen.

SENDING SONG Now Thank We All Our God vs. 1 & 2
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Text: Martin Rinkhart, 1586-1649; tr. Catherine Winkworth, 1827-1878
Music: NUN DANKET ALLE GOTT, Johann Criiger, 1598-1662

DISMISSAL
Worship Leader: Together we have heard God’s Word and joined in prayer, we have

given and have been forgiven. Now our service of worship has ended, and our service to

the world begins! Go in peace. Christ is with you.
Congregation: Thanks be to God.
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