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Welcome! On Ash Wednesday we begin our forty-day journey toward Easter with a day
of fasting and repentance. Marking our foreheads with dust, we acknowledge that we die
and return to the earth. At the same time, the dust traces the life-giving cross indelibly
marked on our foreheads at baptism. While we journey through Lent to return to God,
we have already been reconciled to God through Christ. We humbly pray for God to
make our hearts clean while we rejoice that “now is the day of salvation.” Returning to
our baptismal call, we more intentionally bear the fruits of mercy and justice in the
world.

This is a special bulletin for Grace Lutheran Church. We have closed the Sanctuary to
the general public amidst the COVID-19 pandemic. This bulletin is designed to be used
at home by anyone who is baptized serving as the Worship Leader. If you use this
bulletin for worship, either by itself or alongside our service on YouTube, please fill out
the Attendance Record Form on our website: GraceCLW.com

GREETING
Worship Leader: The Lord be with you.
Congregation: And also with you.

PRAYER OF THE DAY

Worship Leader: Let us pray together the Prayer of the Day.

Congregation: Almighty and ever-living God, you hate nothing you have made, and
you forgive the sins of all who are penitent. Create in us new and honest hearts, so
that, truly repenting of our sins, we may receive from you, the God of all mercy, full
pardon and forgiveness through your Son, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who
lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen.

FIRST READING 2 Corinthians 5:20b--6:10

Introduction to the Lesson: The ministry of the gospel endures many challenges and
hardships. Through this ministry, God’s reconciling activity in the death of Christ
reaches into the depths of our lives to bring us into a right relationship with God. In this
way, God accepts us into the reality of divine salvation.

Reader: “"We entreat you on behalf of Christ, be reconciled to God. *'For our sake he
made him to be sin who knew no sin, so that in him we might become the righteousness
of God.

*'As we work together with him, we urge you also not to accept the grace of God in
vain. ‘For he says,

“At an acceptable time I have listened to you,

and on a day of salvation I have helped you.”

See, now is the acceptable time; see, now is the day of salvation! “We are putting no
obstacle in anyone’s way, so that no fault may be found with our ministry, ‘but as



servants of God we have commended ourselves in every way: through great endurance,
in afflictions, hardships, calamities, ‘beatings, imprisonments, riots, labors, sleepless
nights, hunger; ‘by purity, knowledge, patience, kindness, holiness of spirit, genuine
love, 'truthful speech, and the power of God; with the weapons of righteousness for the
right hand and for the left; “in honor and dishonor, in ill repute and good repute. We are
treated as impostors, and yet are true; “as unknown, and yet are well known; as dying,
and see—we are alive; as punished, and yet not killed; ''as sorrowful, yet always
rejoicing; as poor, yet making many rich; as having nothing, and yet possessing
everything.

After the reading...
Reader: The word of the Lord.

Congregation: Thanks be to God.

GOSPEL LESSON Matthew 6:1-6, 16-21

Introduction to the Gospel: In the Sermon on the Mount, Jesus commends almsgiving,
prayer, and fasting, but emphasizes that spiritual devotion must not be done for show.

Worship Leader: The Holy Gospel according to Matthew in the 6th chapter.
Congregation: Glory to you, O Lord.

Worship Leader: '“Beware of practicing your piety before others in order to be seen by
them; for then you have no reward from your Father in heaven.

*““So whenever you give alms, do not sound a trumpet before you, as the hypocrites
do in the synagogues and in the streets, so that they may be praised by others. Truly I tell
you, they have received their reward. ‘But when you give alms, do not let your left hand
know what your right hand is doing, ‘so that your alms may be done in secret; and your
Father who sees in secret will reward you.

““And whenever you pray, do not be like the hypocrites; for they love to stand and
pray in the synagogues and at the street corners, so that they may be seen by others.
Truly I tell you, they have received their reward. ‘But whenever you pray, go into your
room and shut the door and pray to your Father who is in secret; and your Father who
sees in secret will reward you.

““And whenever you fast, do not look dismal, like the hypocrites, for they disfigure
their faces so as to show others that they are fasting. Truly I tell you, they have received
their reward. '"But when you fast, put oil on your head and wash your face, '“so that your
fasting may be seen not by others but by your Father who is in secret; and your Father
who sees in secret will reward you.

"“Do not store up for yourselves treasures on earth, where moth and rust consume
and where thieves break in and steal; “’but store up for yourselves treasures in heaven,



where neither moth nor rust consumes and where thieves do not break in and steal. *'For
where your treasure is, there your heart will be also.”

After the reading...
Worship Leader: The gospel of the Lord.
Congregation: Praise to you, O Christ.

GOSPEL MESSAGE—From Sundays and Seasons
Freedom Dust

“Remember that you are dust, and to dust you shall return” (ELW, p. 254).

Today is a day for remembering: We remember our mortality. We remember that we are
simply creatures, not the Creator. We remember those we love who have been returned
to the dust. We remember our place in the large arc of history. We remember that we are
frail and small and that the world does not revolve around us. It’s a solemn day to
remember. But that remembering also leads us to freedom.

When we remember that we are not God, we are freed to stop pretending we are. When
we remember that we do not have complete control of our lives, we are freed to hold
things loosely. When we remember the insignificance of our wealth, our possessions,
and our status, we are freed to practice radical generosity. When we, along with the rest
of humanity, remember the weight of our mistakes and our shortcomings, we are freed
from the need to prove how good and worthy we are. When we remember that all of us
are dust together, we are freed from the incessant cycle of ladder climbing and
reputation protecting. When we remember that our own lives are short, we are freed to
see the miracle of God’s life-giving power.

Freedom comes to God’s people in the most unlikely of places: in the desert, in the
wilderness, in exile, under an oppressive empire, on the cross, in the homes of scared
disciples locked away. Freedom arrives in the ordinary things of water, word, bread, and
wine. And today, freedom comes to us in ashes, amid fragile and imperfect people.

So, remember that you are dust. But be freed, trusting that as in the very beginning, from
just a speck of dust God can create new and abundant life.

SERMON



HYMN OF THE DAY O Lord, throughout These Forty Days vs. 1 & 4
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Text: based on Claudia F. Hernaman, 18381898 para. Gilbert E. Doan Ir., b. 1930
Music: CONSOLATION, A. Davisson, Kentucky Harmony, 1816
Text © 1978 Lutheran Book of Worship, admin. Augsburg Fortress

Duplication in any form prohibited without permission or valid license from copyright administrator.

INVITATION TO LENT

Worship Leader: Friends in Christ, today with the whole church we enter the time of
remembering Jesus’ passover from death to life, and our life in Christ is renewed.

We begin this holy season by acknowledging our need for repentance and for God’s
mercy. We are created to experience joy in communion with God, to love one another,
and to live in harmony with creation. But our sinful rebellion separates us from God, our
neighbors, and creation, so that we do not enjoy the life our creator intended.

As disciples of Jesus, we are called to a discipline that contends against evil and resists
whatever leads us away from love of God and neighbor. I invite you, therefore, to the
discipline of Lent—self-examination and repentance, prayer and fasting, sacrificial
giving and works of love—strengthened by the gifts of word and sacrament. Let us



continue our journey through these forty days to the great Three Days of Jesus’ death
and resurrection.

CONFESSION OF SIN
Worship Leader: Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another.
Silence is kept for reflection and self-examination.

Worship Leader: Most holy and merciful God,

Congregation: we confess to you and to one another, and before the whole company
of heaven, that we have sinned by our fault, by our own fault, by our own most
grievous fault, in thought, word, and deed, by what we have done and by what we
have left undone.

Worship Leader: We have not loved you with our whole heart, and mind, and strength.
We have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. We have not forgiven others as we have
been forgiven.

Congregation: Have mercy on us, O God.

Worship Leader: We have shut our ears to your call to serve as Christ served us. We
have not been true to the mind of Christ. We have grieved your Holy Spirit.
Congregation: Have mercy on us, O God.

Worship Leader: Our past unfaithfulness, the pride, envy, hypocrisy, and apathy that
have infected our lives, we confess to you.
Congregation: Have mercy on us, O God.

Worship Leader: Our self-indulgent appetites and ways, and our exploitation of other
people, we confess to you.
Congregation: Have mercy on us, O God.

Worship Leader: Our negligence in prayer and worship, and our failure to share the faith
that is in us, we confess to you.
Congregation: Have mercy on us, O God.

Worship Leader: Our neglect of human need and suffering, and our indifference to
injustice and cruelty, we confess to you.
Congregation: Have mercy on us, O God.

Worship Leader: Our false judgments, our uncharitable thoughts toward our neighbors,
and our prejudice and contempt toward those who differ from us, we confess to you.
Congregation: Have mercy on us, O God.

Worship Leader: Our waste and pollution of your creation, and our lack of concern for
those who come after us, we confess to you.
Congregation: Have mercy on us, O God.



Worship Leader: Restore us, O God, and let your anger depart from us.
Congregation: Hear us, O God, for your mercy is great.

CONSECRATION OF THE ASHES

Worship Leader: Almighty God, you have created us out of the dust of the earth. May
the ashes of this day be a sign of our mortality and penitence, reminding us that only by
the cross of our Lord Jesus Christ are we given eternal life; through the same Jesus
Christ, our Savior and Lord.

Congregation: Amen.

Worship Leader: Accomplish in us, O God, the work of your salvation,
Congregation: that we may show forth your glory in the world.

Worship Leader: By the cross and passion of your Son, our Savior,
Congregation: bring us with all your saints to the joy of his resurrection.

Worship Leader: Almighty God have mercy on us, forgive us all our sins through our
Lord Jesus Christ, strengthen us in all goodness, and by the power of the Holy Spirit
keep us in eternal life.

Congregation: Amen.

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION

Relying on the promises of God, we pray boldly for the church, the world, and all in
need.

A brief silence.

Prayer Leader: O God, you call your church to be ministers of reconciliation throughout
the world. Inspire your church in its proclamation of the gospel and guide its ministries
to build up the body of Christ. Lord, in your mercy,

Congregation: hear our prayer.

Prayer Leader: O God, you created the earth and all its inhabitants and you declared that
it is good. Protect mountains and valleys, animals and plants, and direct us to be good
stewards of all you have made. Lord, in your mercy,

Congregation: hear our prayer.

Prayer Leader: O God, you desire peace. Direct governments and leaders to work for the
well-being of all people and raise up advocates to speak and serve on behalf of the
downtrodden. Lord, in your mercy,

Congregation: hear our prayer.

Prayer Leader: O God, you are our hope in the midst of despair, our help in the midst of
sorrow, and our consolation in the midst of affliction. Grant comfort to all who suffer in



body, mind, or spirit (especially Marc Calhoun, Linda Almond, Barbara Haseley, Duke
Tieman, Betty Biddle, Cathi Adams, Michael Morales, Wade Buehler, Gloria Holtzclaw,
Betty Daege, Dianne William, Rosemarie & George Smith, Gary Neal, Karen Bates,
Rev. Lydia Villanueva and family, Don Eunis, Lorraine Reinhard, Bonnie Redler, Kathy
Leotta, Brytt Mathis, Joseph Valentin, Rita Burneik, Bobby Schlegel, Hilda Taylor,
George Clark, Jill Grote, Larry Timmons, Carl Stone, Neftali Garcia & family, Kelly
Sullivan, Susan Gunn, Roy Pruitt, Iris Valentin, Deacon Connie Puls, Joan Keeton,
Steve Davis, Rose Marie Piff, Gary Mostrum, Vicki Kennedy, Gail Elder, Valerie
Smutko, Jason Meadows, Lisa & Ty Hauschild, Bishop Pedro Suarez, Pastor Courtney
Erzkus and family, Ralph Burson, Ellen Duncan, Luanne Sekel, Lorraine Chavez, Seve
Chacon, Pat Fredell, Skylar Favos, Marcos de Souza Lima, Maria de Nazare & Michele
Rios, Steve Murray and his mom, the family and friends of Ethan Burgess, and all those
suffering from natural disasters [including all those affected by COVID-19; and Western
wildfires], from violence, & terror, and the family & friends of the 331,000+ people in
the US & the 1,600,000+ people worldwide who have died from COVID-19), and
support caregivers who attend to all in need. Lord, in your mercy,

Congregation: hear our prayer.

Prayer Leader: O God, you are love, and you call us to love one another. Accompany
with your grace those journeying toward baptism and call us all to repentance as we
prepare to celebrate Christ’s death and resurrection. Lord, in your mercy,

Congregation: hear our prayer.

Here other intercessions may be offered.

Prayer Leader: O God, you are our life and our salvation. We give you thanks for the
righteous who have died in faith, especially those within our Memorial Garden. Inspire
us by their example to proclaim your steadfast love. Lord, in your mercy,

Congregation: hear our prayer.

Worship Leader: We entrust ourselves and all our prayers to you, O faithful God,
through Jesus Christ our Lord.

Congregation: Amen.

OFFERING

Offerings to the mission and ministry of Grace can be made online at GraceCLW.com
(look for the “Donate” button), or by mailing a check to Grace Lutheran Church, 1812
N. Highland Ave. Clearwater FL 33755. Thank you for your continued financial support
during these uncertain times. You can also fill out your attendance form on our
website.

PRAYER
Prayer Leader: Merciful God, accompany our journey through these forty days. Renew

us in the gift of baptism, that we may provide for those who are poor, pray for those in
need, fast from self-indulgence, and above all that we may find our treasure in the life of



your Son, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy
Spirit, one God, now and forever.
Congregation: Amen.

LORD’S PRAYER
Worship Leader: Lord, remember us in your kingdom and teach us to pray in the
language closest to our hearts.

Congregation: Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom
come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead
us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the
power, and the glory, forever and ever. Amen.

BLESSING
Worship Leader: You are what God made you to be: created in Christ Jesus for good

works, chosen as holy and beloved, freed to serve your neighbor. God bless you * that
you may be a blessing, in the name of the holy and life-giving Trinity.
Congregation: Amen.

DISMISSAL

Worship Leader: Go forth into the world to serve God with gladness; be of good
courage; hold fast to that which is good; render to no one evil for evil; strengthen the
fainthearted; support the weak; help the afflicted; honor all people; love and serve God,
rejoicing in the power of the Holy Spirit.

Congregation: Thanks be to God.
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