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Mary Magdalene, Mary the mother of James, and Salome, we may feel astonished and 

confused, unsure of what to make of the empty tomb. But this is why we gather: to 

proclaim, witness, praise, and affirm the liberating reality of Christ’s death and 

resurrection. In word and feast, we celebrate God’s unending love, and depart to share 

this good news with all the world. Alleluia. 

This is a special bulletin for Grace Lutheran Church. We have closed the Sanctuary to 

the general public amidst the COVID-19 pandemic. This bulletin is designed to be used 

at home by anyone who is baptized serving as the Worship Leader. If you use this 

bulletin for worship, either by itself or alongside our service on YouTube, please fill out 

the Attendance Record Form on our website: GraceCLW.com 

 

SERVICE OF THE WORD  
 
GATHERING HYMN     Jesus Christ Is Risen Today        verses 1 & 2 



 

APOSTOLIC GREETING  

Worship Leader: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the 

communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 

Congregation: And also with you. 

 

PRAYER OF THE DAY 

Worship Leader: Let us pray together the Prayer of the Day. 
Congregation: O God, you gave your only Son to suffer death on the cross for our 
redemption, and by his glorious resurrection you delivered us from the power of 
death. Make us die every day to sin, that we may live with him forever in the joy of 
the resurrection, through your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns 
with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.  Amen. 
 

FIRST READING   Acts 10:34-43                                        

Introduction to the Lesson: Peter crosses the immense religious and social boundary 

that separates Jews from Gentiles in order to proclaim the good news of Jesus’ life, 

death, and resurrection, so that God’s forgiveness in Jesus’ name would reach out to all 

people. 
  

Reader:  
34Peter began to speak to [the people]: “I truly understand that God shows no 

partiality, 35but in every nation anyone who fears him and does what is right is 
acceptable to him. 36You know the message he sent to the people of Israel, preaching 
peace by Jesus Christ—he is Lord of all. 37That message spread throughout Judea, 
beginning in Galilee after the baptism that John announced: 38how God anointed Jesus of 
Nazareth with the Holy Spirit and with power; how he went about doing good and 
healing all who were oppressed by the devil, for God was with him. 39We are witnesses 
to all that he did both in Judea and in Jerusalem. They put him to death by hanging him 
on a tree; 40but God raised him on the third day and allowed him to appear, 41not to all the 
people but to us who were chosen by God as witnesses, and who ate and drank with him 
after he rose from the dead. 42He commanded us to preach to the people and to testify 
that he is the one ordained by God as judge of the living and the dead. 43All the prophets 



his name.” 
 

After the reading... 

Reader: The word of the Lord.   

Congregation: Thanks be to God. 
 

PSALM: Psalm 118:1-2, 14-24  

The psalm for the day is read responsively.   

 

Reader:   1Give thanks to the Lord, for the Lord is good; 

  God’s mercy endures forever. 

 

 2Let Israel now declare, 

  “God’s mercy endures forever.” 

 

 14The Lord is my strength and my song, 

  and has become my salvation. 

 

 15Shouts of rejoicing and salvation echo in the tents of the righteous: 

  “The right hand of the Lord acts valiantly! 

 

 16The right hand of the Lord is exalted! 

  The right hand of the Lord acts valiantly!” 

 

 17I shall not die, but live, 

  and declare the works of the Lord. 

 

 18The Lord indeed punished me sorely, 

  but did not hand me over to death. 

 

 19Open for me the gates of righteousness; 

  I will enter them and give thanks to the Lord. 

 

 20“This is the gate of the Lord; 

  here the righteous may enter.” 

 

 21I give thanks to you, for you have answered me 

  and you have become my salvation. 



  has become the chief cornerstone. 

 

 23By the Lord has this been done; 

  it is marvelous in our eyes. 

 

 24This is the day that the Lord has made; 

  let us rejoice and be glad in it.  

 

SECOND READING  1 Corinthians 15:1-11  

Introduction to the Lesson: The core of the Christian faith and Paul’s preaching is the 
death and resurrection of Jesus Christ. As the crucified and risen Christ appeared to the 
earliest of his followers, so we experience the presence of the Risen One in the 
preaching of this faith. 

Reader:  1Now I would remind you, brothers and sisters, of the good news that I 
proclaimed to you, which you in turn received, in which also you stand, 2through which 
also you are being saved, if you hold firmly to the message that I proclaimed to you—
unless you have come to believe in vain. 
  3For I handed on to you as of first importance what I in turn had received: that Christ 
died for our sins in accordance with the scriptures, 4and that he was buried, and that he 
was raised on the third day in accordance with the scriptures, 5and that he appeared to 
Cephas, then to the twelve. 6Then he appeared to more than five hundred brothers and 
sisters at one time, most of whom are still alive, though some have died. 7Then he 
appeared to James, then to all the apostles. 8Last of all, as to one untimely born, he 
appeared also to me. 9For I am the least of the apostles, unfit to be called an apostle, 
because I persecuted the church of God. 10But by the grace of God I am what I am, and 
his grace toward me has not been in vain. On the contrary, I worked harder than any of 
them—though it was not I, but the grace of God that is with me. 11Whether then it was I 
or they, so we proclaim and so you have come to believe. 
 

After the reading... 
Reader: The word of the Lord.   

Congregation: Thanks be to God. 
 

ALLELUIA VERSE 



Introduction to the Gospel: The resurrection of Jesus is announced, and the response is 

one of terror and amazement. 
 

Worship Leader: The Holy Gospel according to Mark in the 16th chapter. 

Congregation: Glory to you, O Lord. 
 

Worship Leader:  1When the sabbath was over, Mary Magdalene, and Mary the mother 
of James, and Salome bought spices, so that they might go and anoint [Jesus’ body]. 
2And very early on the first day of the week, when the sun had risen, they went to the 
tomb. 3They had been saying to one another, “Who will roll away the stone for us from 
the entrance to the tomb?” 4When they looked up, they saw that the stone, which was 
very large, had already been rolled back. 5As they entered the tomb, they saw a young 
man, dressed in a white robe, sitting on the right side; and they were alarmed. 6But he 
said to them, “Do not be alarmed; you are looking for Jesus of Nazareth, who was 
crucified. He has been raised; he is not here. Look, there is the place they laid him. 7But 
go, tell his disciples and Peter that he is going ahead of you to Galilee; there you will see 
him, just as he told you.” 8So they went out and fled from the tomb, for terror and 
amazement had seized them; and they said nothing to anyone, for they were afraid. 
 
After the reading... 

Worship Leader: The gospel of the Lord. 

 Congregation: Praise to you, O Christ. 
 

 

GOSPEL MESSAGE—From Sundays and Seasons 

On the Other Side of Fear 

The very last verse of this morning’s gospel comprises what scholars believe to be the 
original ending of Mark. Somewhat alarmingly, the final words are “they were 
afraid” (Mark 16:8). If you crack open your Bible today, you’ll see a few other 
paragraphs and endings beyond this verse; however, Mark 16:8 is thought to have been 
the original end to the book. 

As people who are used to greeting Easter morning with flowers, banners, trumpets, and 
boisterous hymns, this original ending to Mark, filled with fear and silence, isn’t quite 
what we expect to find at the empty tomb! The end of Mark’s Easter story can feel 
disquieting; maybe that’s why a faithful person added another ending or two. 

Fear and silence are hallmarks of human life. Anyone who says they have never been 
afraid is either living under a rock or probably not sharing the full truth of their 
experience of things. As vulnerable human creatures, we are susceptible to fear, which 
can cascade into silence at our worst when we are most frightened. That is exactly where 
we meet the disciples today. 

Yet someone, sometime, somewhere, had to have said something, or else we would not 



with gladness: “Christ is risen, alleluia!” 

Today, we enter the story on the other side of fear and silence. Someone among those 
disciples did indeed proclaim the truth: Christ is risen! We can rest assured knowing that 
despair and death don’t have the last word. Drawn into the resurrection life of Jesus, we 
are invited to take part in this movement of God, shouting with loud praise, “Christ is 
risen indeed! Alleluia!” 

 

SERMON  
 

HYMN OF THE DAY    Thine Is the Glory     vs. 1 & 2      



CREED  
Worship Leader: Let us confess our common faith with the ancient words of the Nicene 
Creed. 
 
Congregation: We believe in one God, 

the Father, the Almighty, 
maker of heaven and earth, 
of all that is, seen and unseen. 

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, 
the only Son of God, 
eternally begotten of the Father, 
God from God, Light from Light, 
true God from true God, 
begotten, not made, 
of one Being with the Father; 
through him all things were made. 
For us and for our salvation 

he came down from heaven, 
was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the virgin Mary 
and became truly human. 
For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; 
he suffered death and was buried. 
On the third day he rose again 
in accordance with the scriptures; 
he ascended into heaven 
and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 
He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, 
and his kingdom will have no end. 

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, 
who proceeds from the Father and the Son,* 
who with the Father and the Son is worshiped and glorified, 
who has spoken through the prophets. 
We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic church. 
We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. 
We look for the resurrection of the dead, 

and the life of the world to come. Amen. 
 

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION  

Worship Leader: Alive in the risen Christ by the power of the Holy Spirit, we bring our 
prayers before God who promises to hear us and answer in steadfast love.  

A brief silence. 



church with the power of your love that is stronger than death. Send us to tell the good 
news wherever death holds sway.  Lord, in your mercy, 
Congregation: hear our prayer. 
 

Prayer Leader: Praise to you for your life at work in the resurrection! Fill all of creation 
with your life. Bring it to blossom and flourish; use it to remind us of your persistent 
grace. Cultivate our care for what you have made. Lord, in your mercy, 
Congregation: hear our prayer. 
 

Prayer Leader: Praise to you for the peace made possible in the resurrection! Fill the 
nations with your peace. Draw together people of all nations and languages; reveal new 
possibilities and inspire new beginnings. Lord, in your mercy, 
Congregation: hear our prayer. 
 
Prayer Leader: Praise to you for the hope of the resurrection! Fill all in need with hope: 
those who are afraid or confused, those who are sick or suffering, those who are dying, 
and those who grieve (especially Marc Calhoun, Linda Almond, Barbara Haseley, Duke 
Tieman, Betty Biddle, Cathi Adams, Michael Morales, Wade Buehler, Gloria Holtzclaw, 
Betty Daege, Dianne William, Rosemarie & George Smith, Gary Neal, Karen Bates, 
Rev. Lydia Villanueva and family, Don Eunis, Lorraine Reinhard, Bonnie Redler, Kathy 
Leotta, Brytt Mathis, Joseph Valentin, Rita Burneik, Bobby Schlegel, Hilda Taylor, 
George Clark, Jill Grote, Larry Timmons, Carl Stone, Neftali Garcia & family, Kelly 
Sullivan, Susan Gunn, Roy Pruitt, Iris Valentin, Deacon Connie Puls, Joan Keeton, 
Steve Davis, Rose Marie Piff, Gary Mostrum, Vicki Kennedy, Gail Elder, Valerie 
Smutko, Jason Meadows, Lisa & Ty Hauschild, Bishop Pedro Suarez, Pastor Courtney 
Erzkus and family, Ralph Burson, Ellen Duncan, Luanne Sekel, Lorraine Chavez, Pat 
Fredell, Skylar Favos, the family and friends of Charlie Sienkiewicz, and all those 
suffering from natural disasters (including all those affected by COVID-19, especially 
the family & friends of the 550,000+ people in the US & the 2,800,000+ people 
worldwide who have died from COVID-19) and from violence & terror. Assure them of 
your promises. Lord, in your mercy, 
Congregation: hear our prayer. 
 

Prayer Leader: Praise to you for the joy of your resurrection! Fill this assembly with joy 
as we are called your beloved in baptism. Multiply that joy so that we share it at home, 
at work, and in our community. Lord, in your mercy, 
Congregation: hear our prayer. 
 

Here other intercessions may be offered. 

Prayer Leader: Praise to you for your faithfulness revealed in the resurrection! Fill us 
with trust, that we join with Benedict the African, those within our Memorial Garden 
and all who have gone before us in proclaiming: “your mercy endures forever!” Lord, in 
your mercy, 
Congregation: hear our prayer. 
 



in your never-ending goodness and mercy; through Jesus Christ our Lord. 
Congregation: Amen. 
 

OFFERING 

Offerings to the mission and ministry of Grace can be made online at GraceCLW.com 

(look for the “Donate” button), or by mailing a check to Grace Lutheran Church, 1812 

N. Highland Ave. Clearwater FL 33755. Thank you for your continued financial support 

during these uncertain times. You can also fill out your attendance form on our 

website. 

OFFERTORY  Now the Green Blade Rises vs. 1  

 
OFFERING PRAYER   
Prayer Leader: God of love, you call us beloved children and welcome us to your table. 
Receive our lives and the gifts we offer. Abide with us and send us in service to a 

suffering world; for the sake of your beloved Child, Jesus Christ.  
Congregation: Amen.  

 

 

 

 



Worship Leader: Let us pray. Praise and thanks to you, holy God, for by your Word you 

made all things: you spoke light into darkness, called forth beauty from chaos, and 

brought life into being. For your Word of life, O God, 

Congregation: we give you thanks and praise. 
 

By your Word you called your people Israel to tell of your wonderful gifts: freedom 

from captivity, water on the desert journey, a pathway home from exile, wisdom for life 

with you. For your Word of life, O God, 

Congregation: we give you thanks and praise. 
 

Through Jesus, your Word made flesh, you speak to us and call us to witness: 

forgiveness through the cross, life to those entombed by death, the way of your self-

giving love. For your Word of life, O God, 

Congregation: we give you thanks and praise. 
 

Send your Spirit of truth, O God; rekindle your gifts within us: renew our faith, increase 

our hope, and deepen our love, for the sake of a world in need. Faithful to your Word, O 

God, draw near to all who call on you; through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, to 

whom, with you and the Holy Spirit, be honor and glory forever. 

Congregation: Amen. 

 

LORD’S PRAYER   

Worship Leader: Lord, remember us in your kingdom and teach us to pray in the 

language closest to our hearts. 

Congregation: Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom 
come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; 
and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead 
us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the 
power, and the glory, forever and ever. Amen. 
 

BLESSING   

Worship Leader: May our glorious God grant you a spirit of wisdom to know and to love 

the risen Lord Jesus. The God of life, Father, ☩ Son, and Holy Spirit, bless you now and 

forever. 
Congregation: Amen. 
 

 

 

 



DISMISSAL 

Worship Leader: Alleluia! Christ is risen. 
Congregation: He is risen indeed. Alleluia! 
 

Worship Leader: Together we have heard God’s Word and joined in prayer, we have 
given and have been forgiven. Now as this service of worship is ending, this week’s 
service to the world is beginning! Share the good news. Alleluia!  
Congregation: Thanks be to God. Alleluia! 
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Flowers on the cross donated to the glory of Jesus Christ for his many blessings and 

love by George & Rosemarie Smith.  

 

To the Glory of God: 

Anne & Cliff Bittner 

Kay Degen 

Caroline Hertz 

Roberta Powell 

Karen & Joel Gray 

 

In Honor of: 

Robert Powell from Roberta Powell 

  

In Loving Memory of: 

Our Grandparents by Julie and Alexander Stevenson 

Departed Loved One by Anne & Cliff Bittner 

Wayne & Yvonne Hauschild 

Wallace & Luverna Hauschild, Dean & Gladys Calhoun, and Dan Calhoun by Wayne & 

Yvonne Hauschild 

Col. & Mrs. C. W. Kelly, Jr. by Karen Kelly 

Glen Dumdie by Phyllis Dumdie 


