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Welcome! The feast of Epiphany (“manifestation”) concludes the Christmas season with 

a celebration of God’s glory revealed in the person of Jesus Christ. In Isaiah and 

Ephesians, that glory is proclaimed for all nations and people. Like the light of the star 

that guided the magi to Jesus, the light of Christ reveals who we are: children of God 

who are claimed and washed in the waters of baptism. We are sent out to be beacons of 

the light of Christ, sharing the good news of God’s love to all people. 

This is a special bulletin for Grace Lutheran Church. This bulletin is designed to be used 

at home by anyone who is baptized serving as the Worship Leader. If you use this 

bulletin for worship, either by itself or alongside our service on YouTube, please fill out 

the Attendance Record Form on our website: GraceCLW.com 

 

ADAPTIVE SERVICE OF THE WORD  
 

GREETING  

Worship Leader: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the 
communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 
Congregation: And also with you. 
 

PRAYER OF THE DAY 

Worship Leader: O God, on this day you revealed your Son to the nations by the leading 
of a star. Lead us now by faith to know your presence in our lives, and bring us at last to 
the full vision of your glory, through your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and 

reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 
Congregation: Amen. 
 

FIRST READING   Isaiah 60:1-6  

Introduction to the Lesson: Jerusalem is assured that nations will make a pilgrimage to 
her because the light of God’s presence is in her midst. The bountiful food of the sea and 
the profits of international trade will come streaming to Jerusalem and thereby declare 
God’s praise. 

Reader:  1Arise, shine; for your light has come, 
  and the glory of the Lord has risen upon you. 
 2For darkness shall cover the earth, 
  and thick darkness the peoples; 
 but the Lord will arise upon you, 
  and his glory will appear over you. 
 3Nations shall come to your light, 
  and kings to the brightness of your dawn. 
 
 4Lift up your eyes and look around; 
  they all gather together, they come to you; 



 your sons shall come from far away, 
  and your daughters shall be carried on their nurses’ arms. 
 5Then you shall see and be radiant; 
  your heart shall thrill and rejoice, 
 because the abundance of the sea shall be brought to you, 
  the wealth of the nations shall come to you. 
 6A multitude of camels shall cover you, 
  the young camels of Midian and Ephah; 
  all those from Sheba shall come. 
 They shall bring gold and frankincense, 
  and shall proclaim the praise of the Lord. 
 

After the reading... 

Reader: The word of the Lord.   

Congregation: Thanks be to God. 
 

SECOND READING   Ephesians 3:1-12  

Introduction to the Lesson: What had been hidden from previous generations is now 
made known through the gospel ministry of Paul and others. In Christ both Jews and 
Gentiles participate in the richness of God’s promised salvation. 

 

Reader:  1This is the reason that I Paul am a prisoner for Christ Jesus for the sake of 
you Gentiles—2for surely you have already heard of the commission of God’s grace that 
was given me for you, 3and how the mystery was made known to me by revelation, as I 
wrote above in a few words, 4a reading of which will enable you to perceive my 
understanding of the mystery of Christ. 5In former generations this mystery was not 
made known to humankind, as it has now been revealed to his holy apostles and 
prophets by the Spirit: 6that is, the Gentiles have become fellow heirs, members of the 
same body, and sharers in the promise in Christ Jesus through the gospel. 
  7Of this gospel I have become a servant according to the gift of God’s grace that was 
given me by the working of his power. 8Although I am the very least of all the saints, 
this grace was given to me to bring to the Gentiles the news of the boundless riches of 
Christ, 9and to make everyone see what is the plan of the mystery hidden for ages in God 
who created all things; 10so that through the church the wisdom of God in its rich variety 
might now be made known to the rulers and authorities in the heavenly places. 11This 
was in accordance with the eternal purpose that he has carried out in Christ Jesus our 
Lord, 12in whom we have access to God in boldness and confidence through faith in him. 
 

After the reading... 

Reader: The word of the Lord.   

Congregation: Thanks be to God. 

 

 



GOSPEL LESSON    Matthew 2:1-12  

Introduction to the Gospel:  God’s promise shines bright in the night as magi follow a 
star to honor a new king. Strangers from a faraway land, they welcome the long-awaited 
messiah of Israel. 

 

Worship Leader:  The Holy Gospel according to Matthew in the 2nd chapter.  

Congregation: Glory to you, O Lord. 
 

Worship Leader:  1In the time of King Herod, after Jesus was born in Bethlehem of 
Judea, wise men from the East came to Jerusalem, 2asking, “Where is the child who has 
been born king of the Jews? For we observed his star at its rising, and have come to pay 
him homage.” 3When King Herod heard this, he was frightened, and all Jerusalem with 
him; 4and calling together all the chief priests and scribes of the people, he inquired of 
them where the Messiah was to be born. 5They told him, “In Bethlehem of Judea; for so 
it has been written by the prophet: 
 
 6‘And you, Bethlehem, in the land of Judah, 
  are by no means least among the rulers of Judah; 
 for from you shall come a ruler 
  who is to shepherd my people Israel.’ ” 
 
  7Then Herod secretly called for the wise men and learned from them the exact time 
when the star had appeared. 8Then he sent them to Bethlehem, saying, “Go and search 
diligently for the child; and when you have found him, bring me word so that I may also 
go and pay him homage.” 9When they had heard the king, they set out; and there, ahead 
of them, went the star that they had seen at its rising, until it stopped over the place 
where the child was. 10When they saw that the star had stopped, they were overwhelmed 
with joy. 11On entering the house, they saw the child with Mary his mother; and they 
knelt down and paid him homage. Then, opening their treasure chests, they offered him 
gifts of gold, frankincense, and myrrh. 12And having been warned in a dream not to 
return to Herod, they left for their own country by another road. 
 

After the reading... 

Worship Leader: The gospel of the Lord.   

Congregation: Praise to you, O Christ. 
 

GOSPEL MESSAGE—From Sundays and Seasons 
 

SERMON             
 

 

 

 



HYMN OF THE DAY             The First Noel   vs. 3-5  

 

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 

Worship Leader: Called into unity with one another and the whole creation, let us pray 
for our shared world. 
 

Prayer Leader: Glorious God, fill your church with joy. Let your faithful people live as 

beacons of your redemption. Give wisdom and courage to your church that it may speak 

with boldness and confidence, even when words of mercy are met with scorn.   Lord, in 

your mercy, 

Congregation: hear our prayer. 



Prayer Leader: Bring all nations and rulers to the splendor of your dawn. Raise up 

advocates who champion the cause of exploited and vulnerable people. Inspire leaders to 

be generous with abundance, that all people might live in stability and freedom.  Lord, 

in your mercy, 

Congregation: hear our prayer. 
 

Prayer Leader: Come quickly with your healing power to all who seek love, support, and 

restoration. Dispel fears and shadows. Restore broken relationships and mend broken 

hearts. Bring relief to those who are sick or struggling (especially Marc Calhoun, Linda 

Almond, Barbara Haseley, Duke Tieman, Betty Biddle, Cathi Adams, Michael Morales, 

Wade Buehler, Gloria Holtzclaw, Betty Daege, Dianne William, Rosemarie & George 

Smith, Gary Neal, Karen Bates, Rev. Lydia Villanueva and family, Don Eunis, Lorraine 

Reinhard, Bonnie Redler, Kathy Leotta, Brytt Mathis, Joseph Valentin, Rita Burneik, 

Bobby Schlegel, Hilda Taylor, George Clark, Jill Grote, Larry Timmons, Carl Stone, 

Neftali Garcia & family, Kelly Sullivan, Susan Gunn, Roy Pruitt, Iris Valentin, Deacon 

Connie Puls, Joan Keeton, Steve Davis, Rose Marie Piff, Gary Mostrum, Vicki 

Kennedy, Gail Elder, Valerie Smutko, Jason Meadows, Missy, Penny, & Henry, Lisa & 

Ty Hauschild, Bishop Pedro Suarez, Pastor Courtney Erzkus and family, Ralph Burson, 

Luanne Sekel, Lorraine Chavez, Pat Fredell, Len and Nancy Sagnella, the family and 

friends of Rosemary Collins and Ethan Burgess, and all those suffering from natural 

disasters [including all those impacted by COVID-19 and other natural disasters], 

violence, & terror, and the family & friends of the 350,000+ people in the US & the 1.84 

million+ people worldwide who have died from COVID-19). Lord, in your mercy, 

Congregation: hear our prayer. 
 

Worship Leader: God of mercy, come quickly to us with grace upon grace as we lift 

these and all our prayers to you, in the name of Jesus. 

Congregation: Amen. 
 

OFFERING 

Offerings to the mission and ministry of Grace can be made online at GraceCLW.com 

(look for the “Donate” button), or (for now) by mailing a check to Grace Lutheran 

Church, 1812 N. Highland Ave. Clearwater FL 33755. Thank you for your continued 

financial support during these uncertain times. You can fill out your attendance form on 

our website as well. 

 

 

 

 



OFFERING PRAYER   

Prayer Leader: Gracious God, you came to us as one unknown, bringing joy and 

salvation to the earth. Nourish us with your light and your Word, that with all who 

welcome your birth we may proclaim your peace, revealed in Jesus Christ, our Savior.   

Congregation: Amen.  
 

LORD’S PRAYER   

Worship Leader: Lord, remember us in your kingdom and teach us to pray in the 

language closest to our hearts. 

Congregation: Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom 

come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; 

and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead 

us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the 

power, and the glory, forever and ever. Amen. 
 

THANKSGIVING FOR THE LIGHT AND THE WORD 

Worship Leader: We give you thanks, O God, for in the beginning you called light into 
being, and you set light in the sky to govern night and day. In a pillar of cloud by day 
and a pillar of fire by night you led your people into freedom. Enlighten our darkness by 
the light of your Christ: we give thanks to you that you illumine our way through life 
with the words of your Son. Give us the light we need, awaken us to the needs of others, 
and at the end bring all the world to your feast; through Jesus Christ, our Savior and 
Lord, to whom, with you and the Holy Spirit, be honor and glory forever.  
Congregation: Amen. 
 

BLESSING   

Worship Leader: Almighty God, who sent the Holy Spirit to Mary, proclaimed joy 

through the angels, sent the shepherds with good news, and led the magi by a star, bless 

you this day ☩ through the Word made flesh. 

Congregation: Amen. 
 

SENDING SONG                  We Three Kings of Orient Are  vs. 1 & 2   

    



DISMISSAL 

Pastor: Together we have heard God’s Word and joined in prayer, we have given and 
have been forgiven. Now our service of worship has ended, and our service to the world 
begins! Go in peace. Share the gift of Jesus.  
Congregation: Thanks be to God! 
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