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This evening our Lenten observance comes to an end, and we gather with Christians
around the world, mostly in their homes, to celebrate the Three Days of Jesus’ death and
resurrection. Tonight we remember Christ’s last meal with his disciples, but the central
focus is his commandment that we live out the promise embodied in this meal. As Jesus
washed his disciples’ feet, so we are called to give and receive love in humble service to
one another. Although we cannot share the sacramental meal together, we are still
transformed by the mercy we have received and carry it into the world. Departing
worship in solemn silence, we anticipate the coming days.

This is a special Maundy Thursday bulletin for Grace Lutheran Church. We have closed
the Sanctuary to the general public amidst the COVID-19 pandemic and tonight the
service 1s pre-recorded mainly from the Sanctuary, but also from the homes of members
of the congregation. This bulletin is designed to be used at home along with watching
the service online. You can find the service by going online to GraceCLW.com

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS

The presiding minister invites the assembly into the confession, using these or similar
words.

Pastor: Friends in Christ, in this Lenten season we have heard our Lord’s call to struggle
against sin, death, and the devil—all that keeps us from loving God and each other. This
is the struggle to which we were called at baptism.

Within the community of the church, God never wearies of forgiving sin and giving the
peace of reconciliation. On this night let us confess our sin against God and our
neighbor, and enter the celebration of the great Three Days reconciled with God and
with one another.

The presiding minister leads the congregation in the confession.
Pastor: Most merciful God,

Congregation: we confess that we are captive to sin and cannot free ourselves. We
have sinned against you in thought, word, and deed, by what we have done and by
what we have left undone. We have not loved you with our whole heart; we have
not loved our neighbors as ourselves. For the sake of your Son, Jesus Christ, have
mercy on us. Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, so that we may delight in your will
and walk in your ways, to the glory of your holy name. Amen.

Pastor: In the mercy of almighty God, Jesus Christ was given to die for us, and for his
sake God forgives us all our sins. As a called and ordained minister of the church of



Christ, and by his authority, I therefore declare to you the entire forgiveness of all your

sins, in the name of the Father, and of the = Son, and of the Holy Spirit.
Congregation: Amen.

GREETING

Pastor: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the
Holy Spirit be with you all.

Congregation: And also with you.

PRAYER OF THE DAY

Pastor: Let us pray. Holy God, source of all love, on the night of his betrayal, Jesus gave
us a new commandment, to love one another as he loves us. Write this commandment in
our hearts, and give us the will to serve others as he was the servant of all, your Son,
Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit,
one God, now and forever.

Congregation: Amen.

FIRST READING: Exodus 12:1-4, 11-14

Israel remembered its deliverance from slavery in Egypt by celebrating the festival of
Passover. This festival featured the Passover lamb, whose blood was used as a sign to
protect God’s people from the threat of death. The early church described the Lord’s
supper using imagery from the Passover, especially in portraying Jesus as the lamb who
delivers God’s people from sin and death.

Reader: 'The Lorp said to Moses and Aaron in the land of Egypt: “This month shall
mark for you the beginning of months; it shall be the first month of the year for you.
“Tell the whole congregation of Israel that on the tenth of this month they are to take a
lamb for each family, a lamb for each household. “If a household is too small for a whole
lamb, it shall join its closest neighbor in obtaining one; the lamb shall be divided in
proportion to the number of people who eat of it.

"'"This is how you shall eat it: your loins girded, your sandals on your feet, and your staff
in your hand; and you shall eat it hurriedly. It is the passover of the LorDp. “For I will
pass through the land of Egypt that night, and I will strike down every firstborn in the
land of Egypt, both human beings and animals; on all the gods of Egypt I will execute
judgments: I am the LorD. "The blood shall be a sign for you on the houses where you
live: when I see the blood, I will pass over you, and no plague shall destroy you when I
strike the land of Egypt.



“This day shall be a day of remembrance for you. You shall celebrate it as a festival
to the LorD; throughout your generations you shall observe it as a perpetual ordinance.

The reading is concluded:
Reader: The word of the Lord.
Congregation: Thanks be to God.

SECOND READING 1 Corinthians 11:23-26

In the bread and cup of the Lord’s supper, we experience intimate fellowship with Christ
and with one another, because it involves his body given for us and the new covenant in
his blood. Faithful participation in this meal is a living proclamation of Christ’s death
until he comes in the future.

Reader: “'For I received from the Lord what I also handed on to you, that the Lord Jesus
on the night when he was betrayed took a loaf of bread, “‘and when he had given thanks,
he broke it and said, “This is my body that is for you. Do this in remembrance of me.”
“In the same way he took the cup also, after supper, saying, “This cup is the new
covenant in my blood. Do this, as often as you drink it, in remembrance of me.” “For as
often as you eat this bread and drink the cup, you proclaim the Lord’s death until he
comes.

The reading is concluded:
Reader: The word of the Lord.
Congregation: Thanks be to God.

GOSPEL John 13:1-17, 31b-35

The story of the last supper in John’s gospel recalls a remarkable event not mentioned
elsewhere: Jesus performs the duty of a slave, washing the feet of his disciples and
urging them to do the same for one another.

Pastor: The Holy Gospel according to John in the 13th chapter.
Congregation: Glory to you, O Lord.

Pastor: 'Now before the festival of the Passover, Jesus knew that his hour had come to
depart from this world and go to the Father. Having loved his own who were in the
world, he loved them to the end. “The devil had already put it into the heart of Judas son
of Simon Iscariot to betray him. And during supper ‘Jesus, knowing that the Father had
given all things into his hands, and that he had come from God and was going to God,
‘got up from the table, took off his outer robe, and tied a towel around himself. "Then he
poured water into a basin and began to wash the disciples’ feet and to wipe them with
the towel that was tied around him. ‘He came to Simon Peter, who said to him, “Lord,



are you going to wash my feet?” 'Jesus answered, “You do not know now what I am
doing, but later you will understand.” ‘Peter said to him, “You will never wash my feet.”
Jesus answered, “Unless I wash you, you have no share with me.” "Simon Peter said to
him, “Lord, not my feet only but also my hands and my head!” "“Jesus said to him, “One
who has bathed does not need to wash, except for the feet, but is entirely clean. And you
are clean, though not all of you.” ""For he knew who was to betray him; for this reason
he said, “Not all of you are clean.”

“After he had washed their feet, had put on his robe, and had returned to the table, he
said to them, “Do you know what I have done to you? “"You call me Teacher and Lord—
and you are right, for that is what I am. “So if I, your Lord and Teacher, have washed
your feet, you also ought to wash one another’s feet. "For I have set you an example,
that you also should do as I have done to you. '“Very truly, I tell you, servants are not
greater than their master, nor are messengers greater than the one who sent them. "'If you
know these things, you are blessed if you do them.”

‘"“Now the Son of Man has been glorified, and God has been glorified in him. “If
God has been glorified in him, God will also glorify him in himself and will glorify him
at once. “Little children, I am with you only a little longer. You will look for me; and as
I said to the Jews so now I say to you, ‘Where I am going, you cannot come.’ I give
you a new commandment, that you love one another. Just as [ have loved you, you also
should love one another. "By this everyone will know that you are my disciples, if you
have love for one another.”

After the reading...

Pastor: The gospel of the Lord.
Congregation: Praise to you, O Christ.

SERMON
HYMN OF THE DAY Healer of our Every Ill vs. 1 & 3
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way of heal -ing; Spir-it of com-pas-sion, fill each  heart.

Text: Marty Haugen, b. 1950

Music: HEALER OF OUR EVERY ILL, Marty Haugen

Text and music © 1987 GIA Publications, Inc., 7404 5. Mason Ave., Chicago, IL 60638. www.giamusic.com. 800.442.3358.
All rights reserved. Used by permission.

Duplication in any form prohibited without permission or valid license from copyright administrator.

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION
Worship Leader: United by the servant love of God in Christ, we pray this holy night for

the needs of the world.
A brief silence.

Prayer Leader: You call your people to hand on what we receive from you. Form all the
baptized into teachers of faith. From one generation to the next, give your church hunger
for your promises in the sacraments and joy in receiving and sharing your word. Lord, in
your mercy,

Congregation: Hear our prayer.

Prayer Leader: Your creation provides all that we need. Cleanse and protect the water
you have given for washing and drinking, water on which all life depends. Sustain crops
and herds that provide food; teach us how to live so that there is enough for all. Lord, in
your mercy,

Congregation: Hear our prayer.

Prayer Leader: God of love, you give us a new commandment, to have love for one
another. We give thanks for organizations that respond to disasters and for agencies that

offer relief and humanitarian aid to populations in need (particular organizations may be
named). Hear us, O God.
Congregation: Your mercy is great.

Prayer Leader: Jesus loved his followers to the end. Grant assurance of that love to all
who need it: those living with guilt, those struggling to forgive, those who are lonely or
overlooked. Heal the sick and embrace the dying (especially Marc Calhoun, Linda
Almond, Barbara Haseley, Duke Tieman, Betty Biddle, Cathi Adams, Michael Morales,
Wade Buehler, Gloria Holtzclaw, Betty Daege, Dianne William, Rosemarie & George
Smith, Gary Neal, Karen Bates, Rev. Lydia Villanueva and family, Don Eunis, Lorraine
Reinhard, Bonnie Redler, Kathy Leotta, Brytt Mathis, Joseph Valentin, Rita Burneik,
Bobby Schlegel, Hilda Taylor, George Clark, Jill Grote, Larry Timmons, Carl Stone,
Neftali Garcia & family, Kelly Sullivan, Susan Gunn, Roy Pruitt, Iris Valentin, Deacon



Connie Puls, Joan Keeton, Steve Davis, Rose Marie Piff, Gary Mostrum, Vicki
Kennedy, Gail Elder, Valerie Smutko, Jason Meadows, Lisa & Ty Hauschild, Bishop
Pedro Suarez, Pastor Courtney Erzkus and family, Ralph Burson, Ellen Duncan, Luanne
Sekel, Lorraine Chavez, Pat Fredell, Skylar Favos, the family and friends of Charlie
Sienkiewicz, and all those suffering from natural disasters (including all those affected
by COVID-19, especially the family & friends of the 550,000+ people in the US & the
2,800,000+ people worldwide who have died from COVID-19) and from violence &
terror. Lord, in your mercy,

Congregation: Hear our prayer.

Prayer Leader: Jesus washed the feet of the one who betrayed him. Inspire this
congregation’s ministries of service (especially), that we love as Jesus loved us. Give us
renewed courage to serve. Bless the ministry of deacons throughout the church. Lord, in
your mercy,

Congregation: Hear our prayer.

Prayer Leader: Your glory shone in the suffering, death, and resurrection of Jesus. We
thank you for generations of the faithful who have proclaimed our Lord’s death,
especially those within our Memorial Garden. Unite us with them in hope until he comes
again. Lord, in your mercy,

Congregation: Hear our prayer.

Hear these and all our prayers, O God, in the name of the one who loves us to the end,
Jesus Christ our Redeemer.
Congregation: Amen.

OFFERING

Offerings to the mission and ministry of Grace can be made online at GraceCLW.com
(look for the “Donate” button), or (for now) by mailing a check to Grace Lutheran
Church, 1812 N. Highland Ave. Clearwater FL 33755. Thank you for your continued
financial support during these uncertain times. You can fill out your attendance form on
our website as well.

OFFERTORY PRAYER

Let us pray. Merciful God, receive the sacrifice of our praise and thanksgiving and the
offering of our lives, that following in the way of the cross, we may know the joy of the
resurrection; through Christ our Lord.

Congregation: Amen.



LORD’S PRAYER

Worship Leader: Lord, remember us in your kingdom and teach us to pray in the
language closest to our hearts.

Congregation: Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom
come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead

us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the
power, and the glory, forever and ever. Amen.

STRIPPING OF THE ALTAR
The service concludes with the stripping of the altar. The sacramental elements and

vessels, linens, paraments, banners, and books are removed from the worship space. The
hymn “Go to Dark Gethsemane” is sung. The lights are dimmed as the worship space is

stripped. The service continues at 7pm on Good Friday.
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